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Children killed in wild storms

Doubt cast on leadership rules

PM puts focus on youth jobs

Powerful, deadly storms continue to
move across the southern US after
producing suspected tornadoes and
damaging several homes. In East Texas,
the Angelina County Sheriff’s Office said
an 8-year-old and a 3-year-old died when
strong winds toppled a tree onto the
back of their family’s car in Lufkin while
it was in motion. Capt. Alton Lenderman
said the parents, who were in the front
seats, were not injured.

Senior Conservative Party members have
raised the possibility of a change in the
rules governing challenges to the party
leader. Under the current system, a move
against the leader can only be brought
once in a 12-month period. Theresa May
saw off a bid to oust her last December
and so would not expect to face the risk
of another possible attempt to topple her
until the end of the year.

Scott Morrison has continued his election
campaign with a focus on jobs, talking
up his pledge to create 250,000 jobs
for young people. The prime minister
met success stories from a government
program to help people get skills and
work experience while campaigning in
Brisbane.

‘World’s biggest plane’ takes off

SNP steps up call for new vote

Shorten : I won’t let you down

A giant aircraft with the world’s longest
wingspan has landed after its first ever
flight. The twin-fuselage Stratolaunch jet
landed two hours after taking off from
Mojave Air and Space Port in California.
The company said the jet hit altitudes
of up to 17,000 feet above the Mojave
Desert while performance and handling
qualities were evaluated.

Jeremy Corbyn must stop wasting time
and commit to supporting another
vote on Brexit, SNP Westminster leader
Ian Blackford has said. Blackford said
it would be “unforgivable” for Labour
to avoid another referendum on EU
membership, and he warned against
pushing through a Brexit deal that ends
freedom of movement and removes
single market access.

Bill Shorten has promised Australians he
won’t let them down as Labor promised
to flood an extra $2.8 billion into state
hospitals. At a volunteer rally that
effectively doubled as a campaign launch,
the Labor leader told the party faithful he
had ripped up the rule book for being in
opposition. “We decided we couldn’t just
sit back and wait for the other side to trip
over their own shoelaces,” he told the
crowd in Sydney.
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Man killed by cassowary

Three killed in Nepal plane crash

PM: No recession under Libs

A cassowary has attacked and killed its
owner when the man fell on his property
in Florida. The Alachua County Fire
Rescue Department told the Gainesville
Sun that a cassowary killed the man
on the property near Gainesville, likely
using its long claws. The victim, whose
name was not released, was apparently
breeding the birds, state wildlife officials
said.

A small passenger plane crashed into a
parked helicopter during takeoff at the
only airport in Nepal’s Everest region,
killing at least three people and injuring
four others, officials said. The crash
occurred while the plane, a Twin Otter
belonging to Summit Air, was trying to
take off from Lukla for Kathmandu, said
aviation official Raj Kumar Chhetri. He
said the plane skidded off the runaway,
hitting the helicopter of Manang Air.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison insists a
vote for the coalition is the best defence
against Australia slipping into a recession,
while accusing Labor of wanting to put a
$387 billion ‘tax bomb’ on the economy.
Australia has not suffered a recession
for over a quarter of a century, having
avoided the 2008-2009 global recession
under the previous Labor government.

Migrants may benefit from plan

Call to bring Assange to Australia

Changes for clothes industry

An idea floated by President Donald
Trump to send immigrants from the
border to “sanctuary cities” to exact
revenge on Democratic foes could
end up doing the migrants a favor by
placing them in locations that make it
easier to put down roots and stay in the
country. The plan would put thousands
of immigrants in cities that are welcoming
to them and more likely to rebuff federal
officials carrying out deportation orders.

The father of WikiLeaks founder Julian
Assange has called on the Australian
government to help his son and
suggested he could be brought back to
his home country. John Shipton, who lives
in Melbourne, urged prime minister Scott
Morrison to step in following Assange’s
arrest in London last week. He said
Morrison and the country’s Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)
“should in a nuanced way do something”.

Fast fashion and unethical companies
won’t be in business in the next five
to 10 years, an industry expert says.
Catherine van der Meulen worked for
her family’s business Supre for years, but
has since set up shop in New Zealand to
help retailers become more sustainable
in what they produce. Meulen said
all companies had to start being
accountable.
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A car lies upside down in a ditch after a suspected tornado in Franklin, Texas. - AP

Stratolaunch, a giant six-engine aircraft with the world’s longest wingspan , makes its first
flight in California. - AP
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Wild storms hit southern
US, two children killed

‘World’s biggest plane’
takes off for first flight

Powerful, deadly storms continue to move across the
southern US after producing suspected tornadoes and
damaging several homes.

A giant aircraft with the world’s longest wingspan has
landed after its first ever flight.
The twin-fuselage Stratolaunch jet landed two hours after
taking off from Mojave Air and Space Port in California.
The company said the jet hit altitudes of up to 17,000 feet
above the Mojave Desert while performance and handling
qualities were evaluated.
CEO Jean Floyd said the aircraft made a “spectacular” landing,
adding it was amazing to “watch this majestic bird take flight”.
Established by the late Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen,
Stratolaunch is vying to be a contender in the satellite launch
market. Allen died in October 2018.
The aircraft is designed to release rockets attached to the
centre of its enormous wing, which stretches 385 feet from
tip to tip. ■

In East Texas, the Angelina County Sheriff’s Office said an
8-year-old and a 3-year-old died when strong winds toppled a
tree onto the back of their family’s car in Lufkin while it was in
motion. Capt. Alton Lenderman said the parents, who were in
the front seats, were not injured.
The large storm system also knocked out power to
thousands and caused some flash flooding. The weather
service said the system is expected to shift to the Ohio Valley
and the Southeast. More than 140,000 customers were
without power in Texas, Mississippi, Louisiana and Arkansas.
National Weather Service meteorologist John Moore said a
possible twister touched down in the Vicksburg, Mississippi,
area. No injuries have been reported, but officials said several
businesses and vehicles were damaged. Trees were down
throughout the hilly city on a bluff overlooking the Mississippi.
Heavy rains and storms continued to rake the Magnolia
State, moving into Alabama. Multiple people were injured and
several homes were damaged in Hamilton, Mississippi, said
Monroe County Coroner Alan Gurley. A tornado was reported
in the area 140 miles (225 kilometers) southwest of Memphis,
Tennessee, at the time. At least one mobile home was
destroyed, throwing a man from the mobile home. No fatalities
were reported.
The roof of a hotel in New Albany, Mississippi, was damaged,
although the cause was unclear. Mississippi State University’s
21,000 students huddled in basements and hallways as a
tornado came near the school’s campus in Starkville. University
spokesman Sid Salter said some debris, possibly carried by the
tornado, was found on campus, but no injuries were reported
and no buildings were damaged. Trees were down and at least
some minor structural damage was reported in residential
areas east of the campus. ■
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Doubt cast on Tory
leadership rules

SNP steps up call for
new referendum vote

Senior Conservative Party members have raised the
possibility of a change in the rules governing challenges
to the party leader.

Jeremy Corbyn must stop wasting time and commit to
supporting another vote on Brexit, SNP Westminster
leader Ian Blackford has said.

Under the current system, a move against the leader can only
be brought once in a 12-month period.
Theresa May saw off a bid to oust her last December and so
would not expect to face the risk of another possible attempt
to topple her until the end of the year.
However, two former chairmen of the 1922 Committee of
backbench Tory MPs said rules could be changed.
Writing in the Sunday Telegraph, Lord Spicer and Lord
Hamilton of Epsom said the 12-month rule on no confidence
votes had been “interpreted as being immovable”.
DIALOGUE: Corbyn demands Brexit compromise
“It is reported that in order to change this rule the whole
Conservative Party constitution must be opened, a National
Convention called and even that a petition of 10,000 members
is required. This is not the case,” they said.
Insisting that party rules were “not the master”, they added:
“Conservative MPs are responsible for their party. If they wish
to change these rules there is nothing standing in their way.”
Current chairman of the 1922 Committee, Sir Graham Brady,
told the paper: “It is my understanding that the rules could in
future be changed by the agreement of the 1922 executive.”
He added that it was “less certain that it would be possible to
change the rules during the current period of grace which was
initiated with the triggering of a confidence vote on December
12 last year”.
It was launched after Sir Graham received letters from 15
per cent of Conservative MPs writing a letter asking for a vote.
May won that ballot by 200 votes to 117, but following the
delay of Brexit to October 31 a number of Tory Eurosceptics
have raised questions about her future as Prime Minister. ■

Blackford said it would be “unforgivable” for Labour to avoid
another referendum on EU membership, and he warned
against pushing through a Brexit deal that ends freedom of
movement and removes single market access.
Earlier this week, the EU granted a further extension to
Article 50 and the UK is now set to depart on October 31.
Blackford said: “Talks have been ongoing between both the
Tory Government and Labour Party for over a week but not a
single compromise has been tabled.
“Instead of wasting more time, Labour must make clear to
the Tories that the answer to the Brexit deadlock is to put the
decision back to the people.
“It is no secret that the Labour leader has ducked and dived
on the issue of a second EU referendum, but at this crucial
crossroads it is high time Jeremy Corbyn commits to putting a
second referendum on the table as the only way forward.
“In 2016, Labour backed Remain and the Tories’ Brexit policy
has failed - so there is no mandate for any outcome they may
reach if it is not put back to the people.”
“It would be unforgivable if Labour side-stepped a second
EU referendum in the talks and instead pushed through a deal
that would drag Scotland out of the single market and end
freedom of movement - which will hit our public services and
cost thousands of jobs.
“Westminster is failing Scotland and it is becoming clearer
each day that the only real way to safeguard our interests is
through independence.” ■
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Morrison puts focus on
youth employment

I won’t let you down,
vows Shorten

Scott Morrison has continued his election campaign with
a focus on jobs, talking up his pledge to create 250,000
jobs for young people.

Bill Shorten has promised Australians he won’t let them
down as Labor promised to flood an extra $2.8 billion
into state hospitals.

The prime minister met success stories from a government
program to help people get skills and work experience while
campaigning in Brisbane.
While the PaTH program has faced heavy criticism due to low
engagement from small businesses, Morrison championed the
initiative after promising to create a quarter of a million jobs for
people aged 15 to 24 over five years.
A re-elected coalition government would also pour
$58 million into 10 training hubs in areas of high youth
unemployment.
The government released the location of the hubs after
announcing them in the budget earlier in the month.
The training centres – in both marginal and safe electorates
– will work with local schools and employers to identify skills
demands and encourage students to sign up for vocational
training.
After leaving a Redcliffe cafe, Morrison hit the markets
outside with Petrie MP Luke Howarth.
Howarth is in danger of losing his seat, which he holds by a
margin of 1.7 per cent.
There were children to meet and dogs to pat including
Mouse, a 68kg Saint Bernard that timidly dealt with the
spotlight’s glare.
The prime minister’s wife Jenny joined him on the campaign
trail for the second day in a row.
One man urged Morrison to ensure there was stability
in government.
Margaret, 69, who is no fan of Bill Shorten, took the chance
to question Labor’s electric vehicle policy.
“What are they going to plug it into, a gum tree?” she
asked Morrison. ■

At a volunteer rally that effectively doubled as a campaign
launch, the Labor leader told the party faithful he had ripped
up the rule book for being in opposition.
“We decided we couldn’t just sit back and wait for the
other side to trip over their own shoelaces,” he told the
crowd in Sydney.
“Australian politics has to be a better destination.”
It was Shorten’s third visit to the Liberal-held seat of Reid in
three days – so far he has not visited a Labor seat in the four
days of the campaign.
Deputy Labor leader Tanya Plibersek featured heavily in the
rally, as Labor plays up the coalition’s poor record with women.
She attacked the coalition for telling “lie after lie after lie” in
the campaign.
“Labor doesn’t need a campaign of lies about the Liberals
because the truth is scary enough,” she told the crowd.
Shorten is counting on health funding to win votes,
including a $2.8 billion promise to top up the coalition’s
health agreement with the states so Canberra pays half
of health costs.
Labor also promised to seek a new agreement with the
states that would return to a 50/50 funding split over time.
“To people stuck in hospital waiting lists, we will not let you
down,” Shorten said.
“I cannot promise these people that victory is assured.
“I can most certainly promise that my team and I will work as
hard as we can every day between now and the election.”
He also announced an extra $40 million for disability carers
to train and get scholarships.
Shorten also attacked the “gift” of franking credits, which the
Centre Alliance says it will reject in the Senate unless changes
are made. ■
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‘World’s most dangerous
bird’ attacks, kills owner

Migrants may benefit
from Trump plan

A cassowary has attacked and killed its owner when the
man fell on his property in Florida.

An idea floated by President Donald Trump to send
immigrants from the border to “sanctuary cities” to
exact revenge on Democratic foes could end up doing the
migrants a favor by placing them in locations that make
it easier to put down roots and stay in the country.

The Alachua County Fire Rescue Department told the
Gainesville Sun that a cassowary killed the man on the property
near Gainesville, likely using its long claws. The victim, whose
name was not released, was apparently breeding the birds,
state wildlife officials said.
“It looks like it was accidental. My understanding is that the
gentleman was in the vicinity of the bird and at some point fell.
When he fell, he was attacked,” Deputy Chief Jeff Taylor said.
Cassowaries are similar to emus and stand up to 6 feet (1.8
meters) tall and weigh up to 130 pounds (60kg), with black
body feathers and bright blue heads and necks.
The San Diego Zoo’s website calls cassowaries the world’s
most dangerous bird with a four-inch (10cm), dagger-like claw
on each foot.
“The cassowary can slice open any predator or potential
threat with a single swift kick. Powerful legs help the cassowary
run up to 31 miles per hour (50 kph) through the dense forest
underbrush,” the website says.
Cassowaries are not raised for food in the US, but are sought
after by collectors of exotic birds.
To obtain the mandatory permit, the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission requires cassowary owners to have
“substantial experience” and meet specific cage requirements,
spokeswoman Karen Parker told the newspaper. ■

The plan would put thousands of immigrants in cities that are
not only welcoming to them, but also more likely to rebuff
federal officials carrying out deportation orders.
Many of these locations have more resources to help
immigrants make their legal cases to stay in the United
States than smaller cities, with some of the nation’s biggest
immigration advocacy groups based in places like San
Francisco, New York City and Chicago. The downside for the
immigrants would be a high cost of living in the cities.
The Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse at Syracuse
University announced this week that an analysis found the
likelihood of an immigrant in sanctuary cities such as New York
and Los Angeles are 20% less likely to be arrested out in the
community than in places without such policies.
“With immigrants being less likely to commit crimes than
the US born population, and with sanctuary jurisdictions being
safer and more productive than non-sanctuary jurisdictions,
the data damns this proposal as a politically motivated stunt
that seeks to play politics with peoples’ lives,” said George
Gascon, district attorney for San Francisco.
Trump has grown increasingly frustrated over the situation
at the border, where tens of thousands of immigrant
families are crossing each month, many to claim asylum. His
administration has attempted several efforts to stop the flow
and he recently shook up the top ranks of the Department of
Homeland Security.
The idea to ship immigrants to Democratic strongholds
was considered twice in recent months, but the White
House and Department of Homeland Security said the
plan had been rejected. But Trump said Friday he was still
considering the idea. ■
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The runway at Tenzing-Hillary Airport in Lukla, Nepal. - AAP

Julian Assange after he was arrested at the Ecuadorian embassy in London. - PA
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Three killed in plane
crash near Mt Everest

Assange ‘should be
brought to Australia’

A small passenger plane crashed into a parked helicopter
during takeoff at the only airport in Nepal’s Everest
region, killing at least three people and injuring four
others, officials said.

The father of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange has
called on the Australian government to help his son and
suggested he could be brought back to his home country.
John Shipton, who lives in Melbourne, urged prime minister
Scott Morrison to step in following Assange’s arrest in London
last week.
He said Morrison and the country’s Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT) “should in a nuanced way do
something”.
He added: “It can be resolved simply to the satisfaction of all.
There has been some talk in a meeting between a senator and
a senior DFAT official to extradite Julian to Australia.”
Morrison has previously said Assange, an Australian citizen,
will have consular assistance available to him but will not get
“special treatment”.
Shipton also expressed shock at the appearance of his son
in footage of his removal from London’s Ecuadorian embassy
last week.
“I saw him, the way they dragged him down the steps, the
coppers – he didn’t look good,” he added.
“I’m 74 and I look better than him and he’s 47. It’s such
a shock.”
Assange spent almost seven years in the Ecuadorian
embassy in London, where he sought political asylum
in 2012. ■

The crash occurred while the plane, a Twin Otter belonging to
Summit Air, was trying to take off from Lukla for Kathmandu,
said aviation official Raj Kumar Chhetri. He said the plane
skidded off the runaway, hitting the helicopter of Manang Air.
Both are private airline companies that cater to tourists and
Nepalese in the country’s remote areas.
The injured were airlifted to Kathmandu by helicopter, Nepal
police spokesman Uttam Raj Subedi said. The dead included
a pilot of the plane and two police officers who were near the
parked helicopter.
A civil administrator, Narendra Kumar Rana, said the four
passengers and a flight attendant on the plane were safe.
Following the crash, authorities suspended services at
Tenzing Hillary Airport at Lukla, the gateway to Mount Everest.
The airport is often referred to as the world’s most
dangerous because of the short runway and difficult approach.
It’s open only to helicopters and small fixed-wing aircraft. It sits
at an elevation of 9334 feet (2845 meters).
In May 2017, a cargo flight was landing in Lukla when it lost
altitude and crashed into a mountain below the runway, killing
both pilots. Poor visibility was blamed for the accident.
In February, a helicopter flying in bad weather crashed into
a mountain in northeastern Nepal, killing all seven people on
board, including the country’s tourism minister. ■
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Prime Minister Scott Morrison. - AAP
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Coalition ‘best defence
against a recession’

Changing times in
clothing industry

Prime Minister Scott Morrison insists a vote for the
coalition is the best defence against Australia slipping
into a recession, while accusing Labor of wanting to put a
$387 billion ‘tax bomb’ on the economy.

Fast fashion and unethical companies won’t be in
business in the next five to 10 years, an industry
expert says.
Catherine van der Meulen worked for her family’s business
Supre for years, but has since set up shop in New Zealand to
help retailers become more sustainable in what they produce.
Meulen said all companies had to start being accountable.
“If you don’t make the right decisions for all stakeholders
– the planet, your customers, your team, shareholders, the
government, the workers in the factories ... if you’re not
taking a holistic view, it’s very challenging for me to see that
businesses will still be in business,” she said.
“The model of fast fashion isn’t going to be viable. We don’t
have enough resources globally, the environment is choking
from fashion, it’s the second-biggest pollutant in the world next
to oil so it has to change and is changing.”
She said change was mainly driven by consumer demand as
more people became educated about fashion production.
“You can’t ‘unsee’ some of those things because once you
know how a pair of jeans is made you know you don’t need five,
10 ... whatever pairs of jeans.
“I don’t even know that model is really existing now, I think
they’re seeing that they have to change.
“Consumers don’t want it in the high quantities they used to
and you can see that in the sales figures of Australian and New
Zealand retailers.”
Muelen said by the late 2020s there would be about half the
amount of labels and brands in the market as there were now,
for a range of reasons.
“The world has set some pretty high standards and some
pretty hefty goals that it needs to reach, so if an industry as
a whole is not going to adapt itself to what’s needed, those
businesses are not going to be around." ■

Australia has not suffered a recession for over a quarter of a
century, having avoided the 2008-2009 global recession under
the previous Labor government.
Talk of a global downturn has resurfaced in recent months
as world organisations like the International Monetary Fund
continually downgrade the economic outlook.
“God forbid we would ever have another recession,”
Morrison said on the fourth day of the federal election
campaign.
“I don’t want my children to ever have to live through a
recession but if you stick to the policies of the Liberal National
Party, that is the best defence that you can ever think of for
going against a recession.”
But he warned Australia would be held back under Labor
because it wants to put a $387 billion “tax bomb” on the
economy, a figure Treasury has distanced itself from.
Last week in a letter to shadow treasurer Chris Bowen,
Treasury secretary Phil Gaetjens said his department was not
asked to to cost Labor’s tax policies and did not provide the
$387 billion total figure.
Instead, Treasury was asked to complete costings based on
individual details and specifications provided by Treasurer Josh
Frydenberg’s office.
“We are quite able to add up the numbers for individual
measures,” Finance Minister Mathias Cormann said, defending
the use of the costings.
Labor disputes the $387 billion figure because it includes
$230 billion in unlegislated personal tax cuts that are not due
until 2022 and 2024, which it opposes.
The senator was repeatedly asked how much of the tax cuts
would go to the highest income tax bracket, those earning
more than $180,000 a year. ■
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