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Storms leave trail of destruction

EU, US move closer to trade talks

Leaders dismiss hung parliament

Tens of thousands of utility customers
are without power as powerful storms
roar through the mid-Atlantic region.
The storms caused the roof to collapse at
a New Jersey apartment complex, though
no injuries were reported. The weather
also disrupted rail service in the region
and caused some delays at airports.

The European Union approved its terms
for negotiating a new trade deal with
the United States, but set up a possible
show-down with Washington by refusing
to include agricultural products in the
talks. Making public the mandate for the
EU’s executive commission to conduct
negotiations on their behalf, the bloc’s
member countries said that the new deal
will focus exclusively on eliminating tariffs
on industrial goods.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison has
declined to say how he would approach
a hung parliament if the coalition fails to
win an absolute majority in the federal
election. The latest Newspoll shows the
vote for minor parties and independents
sitting on 22 per cent. “Five weeks to
go in the campaign, I am running this
election campaign to form a LiberalNational majority government,” Morrison
said.

Trump: Boeing should re-brand

No money for teacher demands

PM popularity up after attacks

President Donald Trump is offering
some unsolicited advice to Boeing,
manufacturer of the troubled 737 Max
jet. Trump tweeted that if he were in
charge of Boeing, he would “FIX” the
plane, “add some additional great
features, & REBRAND the plane with a
new name.” He adds: “No product has
suffered like this one.”

A nationwide strike of Poland’s teachers
has entered its second week with the
government saying it has no more funds
to meet their pay demands after offering
generous bonuses to various other
groups. The majority among Poland’s
hundreds of thousands of teachers
continued their strike, idling schools and
kindergartens. They are demanding a 30
per cent raise to their monthly earnings.

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern has jumped to her highest
popularity levels ever after widespread
praise for her handling of the
Christchurch mosque shootings. In the
first major poll taken since the March 15
terror attack, Ardern’s rating as preferred
prime minister has risen to 51 per cent of
surveyed New Zealand voters.
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Tech giant confirms data breach

Hunt warns against vote

PM sandbags Victorian seats

Microsoft has confirmed that some of
its email services have been breached
by hackers, with the contents of some
user emails exposed by the attack.
The technology giant said a “limited”
number of accounts had been affected
by the breach, but confirmed around
6% of those involved may have seen
the content of their emails become
accessible to the attackers.

Prime Minister Theresa May could
struggle to hang on to power if she
cannot get her Brexit deal through
Parliament before the European
elections, Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt
has warned. Hunt said the “total focus” of
ministers was to ensure the country did
not have to vote in the elections to the
European Parliament on May 23.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison lugged
bags of sand on to a truck at a Liberalfriendly small business, making the case
to save government seats in Melbourne’s
east. The prime minister also climbed
aboard a digger at Daisy’s Garden
Supplies, continuing his penchant to
jump in the driver’s seat.

Turtle species on brink

Investors flocking to Britain

Fears for Kiwi nurse held by IS

The only known female member of one
of the world’s rarest turtle species has
died at a zoo in southern China, officials
said. The animal was one of four Yangtze
giant softshell turtles known to be
remaining in the world. The Suzhou zoo,
where the female turtle lived, also houses
a male Yangtze giant softshell turtle.
The other two live in Vietnam, but their
genders are unknown.

Brexit may be causing all sorts of
uncertainty in Britain but it doesn’t seem
to be putting off foreign investors.
In a survey on corporate deal-making,
consulting and accounting firm EY says
Britain is the top investment destination
in the world for the first time in the
report’s 10-year history – overtaking the
United States, which has held the top
spot since 2014.

A New Zealand nurse was abducted by
the Islamic State group five years ago
and is now missing, the Red Cross has
revealed in a plea for help in finding her.
But New Zealand’s government says she
should not have been publicly named.
Louisa Akavi, now 62, was kidnapped in
October 2013 by armed men in Syria
while doing humanitarian work for the
Red Cross and is thought to have been
held by Is since.
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A scene from the storm. - AP
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Storms leave trail
of destruction

Trump says Boeing
should re-brand

Tens of thousands of utility customers are without
power as powerful storms roar through the mid-Atlantic
region.

President Donald Trump is offering some unsolicited
advice to Boeing, manufacturer of the troubled 737 Max
jet.

The storms caused the roof to collapse at a New Jersey
apartment complex, though no injuries were reported. The
weather also disrupted rail service in the region and caused
some delays at airports.
The storms – containing heavy rains, lightning and strong
winds – swept across the South after unleashing suspected
tornadoes and flooding that killed at least eight people, injured
dozens and flattened much of a Texas town. Three children
were among the dead.
Two children were killed on a back road in East Texas
when a pine tree fell onto a car they were riding in a severe
thunderstorm near Pollok, about 150 miles (241km) south-east
of Dallas. ■

Trump tweeted that if he were in charge of Boeing, he
would “FIX” the plane, “add some additional great features, &
REBRAND the plane with a new name.” He adds: “No product
has suffered like this one.”
Trump — who brands his hotels, golf courses and buildings
with the Trump name — tweeted sarcastically, “what the hell
do I know about branding, maybe nothing (but I did become
President!)”
Airlines and countries around the world have grounded the
Boeing 737 Max or banned it from airspace after an Ethiopian
Airlines crash last month. A crash involving the same model
happened off Indonesia in October.
Trump once owned a short-lived airline: Trump Shuttle. ■
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European Commission president Jean-Claude Juncker and President Donald Trump. - AP

Protesters rally in support of the striking teachers in Castle Square in Warsaw. - PA
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EU, US move closer
to trade talks

No money to meet
teacher demands

The European Union approved its terms for negotiating
a new trade deal with the United States, but set up a
possible show-down with Washington by refusing to
include agricultural products in the talks.

A nationwide strike of Poland’s teachers has entered its
second week with the government saying it has no more
funds to meet their pay demands after offering generous
bonuses to various other groups.

Making public the mandate for the EU’s executive commission
to conduct negotiations on their behalf, the bloc’s member
countries said that the new deal will focus exclusively on
eliminating tariffs on industrial goods.
EU Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmstrom said the
commission wants to wrap the talks up within six months, and
that she would contact her US counterpart Robert Lighthizer to
work out when formal negotiations might begin.
“We are now ready to move ahead into the next phase of
EU-US relations,” Malmstrom said. “If we agree to start, I think it
can go quite quickly. There are sensitivities, absolutely, but we
can manage this quite quickly.” The commission’s term in office
expires at the end of October.
The trade talks are the result of a preliminary deal reached
last July by European Commission President Jean-Claude
Juncker and US President Donald Trump as Brussels sought
to head off a looming trans-Atlantic trade war after Trump
slapped tariffs on imports of EU steel and aluminum.
Trump imposed tariffs of 25 per cent on steel imports and
10 per cent on imported aluminum from the EU on June 1. He
said the move was to protect US national security interests,
but the Europeans claim it is simply protectionism and breaks
global trade rules.
In response, the EU introduced “rebalancing” tariffs on about
2.8 billion euros worth ($3.2 billion) of US steel, agricultural and
other products.
Trump has held out the threat of slapping auto tariffs
on European cars should the trade talks fail to progress.
Malmstrom has previously warned that the EU would break off
any trade negotiations if he does. ■

The majority among Poland’s hundreds of thousands
of teachers continued their strike, idling schools and
kindergartens. They are demanding a 30 per cent raise to their
monthly earnings that are mostly below what a supermarket
cashier makes.
No talks were scheduled with the government, which
insists it can offer no more than a 15% increase and says that
anything more would bust the state budget, a clear sign that
its policy of generous spending to secure backing in this year’s
elections has reached its limit.
The strike, however, did not prevent primary school
graduation exams from being held. ■
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Prime Minister Scott Morrison. - AAP

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern meets members of the Muslim community
following a national remembrance service in Hagley Park. - AP
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Leaders dismiss hung
parliament talk

Ardern popularity
up after attacks

Prime Minister Scott Morrison has declined to say how
he would approach a hung parliament if the coalition
fails to win an absolute majority in the federal election.

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern has jumped
to her highest popularity levels ever after widespread
praise for her handling of the Christchurch mosque
shootings.

The latest Newspoll shows the vote for minor parties and
independents sitting on 22 per cent.
“Five weeks to go in the campaign, I am running this election
campaign to form a Liberal-National majority government,”
Morrison said.
Similarly, Labor leader Bill Shorten said his party was
intending to form a majority government.
“That’s the case we’ll put to the Australian people,” he said.
“Before you write off our chances, I won’t.”
Morrison warned voters should be wary of Labor’s “cosy”
links with the Greens.
“Labor and the Greens are as thick as,” he said.
A number of high-profile independents are running in the
election campaign, with six current lower house crossbench
MPs recontesting.
The opinion poll also showed One Nation’s primary vote
dropping to four per cent, the lowest since 2016.
Deputy Labor leader Tanya Plibersek said it seemed people
were cottoning to One Nation leader Pauline Hanson telling
them she was the friend of workers and pensioners while out
in the electorate but voting with the Liberals in Canberra.
“Maybe people are catching up with the fact that she’s very
dishonest with the way she portrays herself when she’s out on
the hustings compared to what she actually does when she’s in
Canberra,” Plibersek said. ■

In the first major poll taken since the March 15 terror attack,
Ardern’s rating as preferred prime minister has risen to 51 per
cent of surveyed New Zealand voters.
Her nearest rival, opposition and National Party leader
Simon Bridges, was at 5 per cent in the poll.
In February, the same survey had Ardern at 44 per cent,
compared to Bridges on 6 per cent.
Meanwhile, her Labour Party was at 48 per cent, compared
to 45 per cent two months ago, and National on 40 per cent.
The 38-year-old prime minister received significant praise
both across New Zealand’s domestic political spectrum and
internationally for her compassionate leadership style after the
attack left 50 dead.
Her government has since also banned a wide-range of
semi-automatic weapons, with swiftly passed legislation almost
unanimously supported by Kiwi lawmakers.
The poll was conducted between April 6 and April 10,
surveying 1009 voters. It has a margin of error of 3.1 per cent
at a 95 per cent confidence level. ■
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Researchers lift a Yangtze giant softshell turtle out of the water at a zoo in Suzhou in
eastern China’s Jiangsu province. - AP
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Tech giant confirms
data breach

Turtle species on
brink after death

Microsoft has confirmed that some of its email services
have been breached by hackers, with the contents of
some user emails exposed by the attack.

The only known female member of one of the world’s
rarest turtle species has died at a zoo in southern China,
officials said.

The technology giant said a “limited” number of accounts
had been affected by the breach, but confirmed around 6%
of those involved may have seen the content of their emails
become accessible to the attackers.
According to an email sent to the majority of affected users
and then posted online, the firm said a Microsoft support
agent’s credentials were compromised, potentially allowing
unauthorised access to some account information.
For most this included a person’s email address, folder
names, subject lines of emails and the names of other email
addresses users communicated with between January and
March this year, but not the content of emails or attachments.
However, when approached for comment on the incident,
Microsoft confirmed that a small group of users had also
been notified that bad actors could have gained unauthorised
access to the wider contents of their emails.
The company said it was providing additional guidance and
support to those users.
“We addressed this scheme, which affected a limited
subset of consumer accounts, by disabling the compromised
credentials and blocking the perpetrators’ access,” a Microsoft
spokesman said of the incident.
Microsoft operates email services including Outlook, MSN
and Hotmail.
The company has not confirmed the number of accounts, in
total, affected by the breach. ■

The animal was one of four Yangtze giant softshell turtles
known to be remaining in the world. The Suzhou zoo, where
the female turtle lived, also houses a male Yangtze giant
softshell turtle. The other two live in Vietnam, but their genders
are unknown.
The Suzhou city government, citing the zoo, announced
the death in a statement. It said experts have already used
technology to collect the turtle’s tissue for future research.
The state-run People’s Daily reported that the turtle was over
90 years old.
Yangtze giant softshell turtles originated in China, making
their homes in the Yangtze River and Taihu Lake, according to
the People’s Daily. The species is often referred to as the most
endangered turtle in the world.
Suzhou authorities said Chinese and foreign experts are
investigating the cause of the turtle’s death. ■
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Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt and Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. - AP
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Hunt warns against
‘disastrous’ vote

Investors flocking
to Britain

Prime Minister Theresa May could struggle to hang
on to power if she cannot get her Brexit deal through
Parliament before the European elections, Foreign
Secretary Jeremy Hunt has warned.

Brexit may be causing all sorts of uncertainty in Britain
but it doesn’t seem to be putting off foreign investors.
In a survey on corporate deal-making, consulting and
accounting firm EY says Britain is the top investment
destination in the world for the first time in the report’s 10-year
history – overtaking the United States, which has held the top
spot since 2014.
The pound’s fall since the June 2016 vote to leave the
European Union has made British assets cheaper, but Steve
Krouskos, a global vice chair at EY, notes Britain also remains
an “open environment for foreign investors” even in the midst
of the Brexit chaos. That culture, he said, is reinforced by the
English language, a skilled workforce, and a strong technology
base.
Those long-standing strengths have helped Britain recover
as a place to do business since the shock of the June 2016
referendum, which saw the country narrowly vote to leave the
EU. With so much uncertainty surrounding the future of the
British economy, the country slumped down EY’s rankings. In
the October 2016 survey, Britain was as low as seventh.
There have been a number of high-profile investments
in Britain over the past year, including Comcast’s purchase
of satellite broadcaster Sky for around 30 billion pounds
(currently $39 billion) and Coca-Cola’s takeover of Costa Coffee
for near 4 billion pounds ($5.2 billion).
Krouskos said he hasn’t encountered executives who want
Britain to crash out of the EU without a deal and that the
remainder are “split down the middle” between those who
want the country to leave the bloc smoothly with a deal and
those who want Brexit stopped.
Britain’s exit from the EU, originally scheduled for March
29, has been delayed until October 31, though it could
happen sooner should British lawmakers back the withdrawal
agreement that Prime Minister Theresa May negotiated with
the EU. ■

Hunt said the “total focus” of ministers was to ensure the
country did not have to vote in the elections to the European
Parliament on May 23.
Speaking during a visit to Japan, he acknowledged that the
government would be facing a “very serious situation” if it failed
to do so.
Under the terms of the latest extension to the Article 50
withdrawal process agreed last week by EU leaders, Britain can
call off the elections if the Prime Minister’s deal is passed by
the Parliament before polling day.
Many Tory MPs are furious that the elections may have to
take place at all, amid warnings that the party is likely to suffer
heavy losses if they go ahead.
Hunt acknowledged that the party could be heading for a
“disastrous” showing at the polls if the country was required to
vote. In terms of polling it certainly looks that way,” he said.
“That is why we don’t want to be in those polls from a
political point of view, but actually the bigger principle for
people in Britain is that we voted to leave the EU and they want
the politicians to get on with it.”
Hunt said it would be “highly, extremely, very, very
challenging” for May if she was not able to get her deal
through.
“That would be a very serious situation – I don’t pretend
otherwise – but we aren’t at that point,” he said.
“I think the closer we get to that point the more my
colleagues in the House of Commons will realise how high the
stakes are.”
He said talks with Labour – aimed at finding a crossparty consensus on the way forward – were proving “more
constructive” than many at Westminster had expected. ■
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Prime Minister Scott Morrison. - AAP

A family member of the missing Kiwi nurse speaks to the media. - AAP
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Morrison sandbags
Victorian seats

Fears for Kiwi
nurse held by IS

Prime Minister Scott Morrison lugged bags of sand on to
a truck at a Liberal-friendly small business, making the
case to save government seats in Melbourne’s east.

A New Zealand nurse was abducted by the Islamic State
group five years ago and is now missing, the Red Cross
has revealed in a plea for help in finding her.

The prime minister also climbed aboard a digger at Daisy’s
Garden Supplies, continuing his penchant to jump in the
driver’s seat.
The business has been no stranger to coalition politicians
over the years and the prime minister joined the club in the
Liberal-held seat of Deakin.
The government is in danger of losing despite holding it with
a 6.4 per cent margin.
“I am confident about the good judgment of Australians here
in Deakin,” he said.
He was there to spruik the coalition’s tax cuts for small
business and increasing and expanding the instant asset write
off.
If sandbagging seats was his aim, Morrison gave the perfect
imagery to accompany the mission, lugging bags of the stuff on
to a truck for the cameras.
Deakin MP Michael Sukkar initially refused to answer
questions, but relented when cornered with cameras.
Morrison dumped the Peter Dutton-backer from the front
bench after getting the top job, while Labor has launched
attack advertisements noting Sukkar’s role in dumping Malcolm
Turnbull.
“I’m very focused between now and the election on ensuring
that we have a Morrison government continuing because I
think he’s the person to lead us,” Sukkar said.
House of Representatives Speaker Tony Smith joined
Morrison and Sukkar at a Croydon road project later in the day
to announce a $154.5 million “congestion-busting” package.
Smith also brushed off questions about the damage last
year’s leadership spill inflicted on the Liberal brand in Victoria.
“We’re not looking through the rear-view mirror, we’re
looking through the front windscreen,” he said. ■

But New Zealand’s government says she should not have been
publicly named.
Louisa Akavi, now 62, was kidnapped in October 2013 by
armed men in Syria while doing humanitarian work for the Red
Cross and is thought to have been held by Is since.
With victory declared over IS in Syria weeks ago, her
whereabouts is still unknown.
The International Committee of the Red Cross broke a longstanding silence to make an appeal for information that could
help find her and two others – Syrian drivers Alaa Rajab and
Nabil Bakdounes.
The trio were travelling in a convoy delivering medical
supplies in northern Syria when they were stopped by armed
men. Four others who were abducted were released the
following day.
The last credible sighting of Akavi was in December, and she
was described as working in a clinic in the village of Sousa, one
of the final remaining areas that had been held by IS.
“What we actually know is that Louisa has been working as
a nurse during her abduction which shows her dedication and
commitment,” ICRC director of operations, Dominik Stillhart,
said. The organisation says there’s now fear of losing track of
her following the fall of IS.
Since 2014, New Zealand media outlets and some
international news organisations have had an agreement
with the New Zealand government and the Red Cross to not
make Akavi’s abduction public, with fears it could put her life in
jeopardy.
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern lamented that Akavi had been
publicly identified, because of the risk.
“It remains the government’s view that it would be preferable
if this case were not in the public domain,” she said, declining
to answer a lengthy series of questions on the matter. ■
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