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Trump rallies Rust Belt support

Corbyn urged to work with ally

Migration up for review

President Donald Trump has sought to
reinvigorate the Rust Belt support that
sent him to the White House, cheered
on by fluorescent-vest-clad workers at a
major manufacturing complex in western
Pennsylvania. The event was billed as an
official White House event but Trump
turned much of it into a campaign-style
rally, boasting of achievements he claims
as president and assailing his would-be
Democratic rivals for the 2020 election.

Labour deputy leader Tom Watson has
increased pressure on Jeremy Corbyn
to work with the Liberal Democrats
to prevent an “undemocratic and
disastrous” no-deal Brexit under Prime
Minister Boris Johnson. Watson’s
comments came as Lib Dem leader
Jo Swinson said she would work with
Watson despite consistent criticism of
the Labour leader over his Brexit stance.

Australia’s migration program is set
to go under the microscope at a new
parliamentary inquiry. The Morrison
government will announce the upcoming
review led by federal parliament’s joint
migration committee, the Sydney Morning
Herald and The Age report. The committee
typically looks at Australia’s detention
centres and visa laws, but the new inquiry
is expected to cover population and
infrastructure pressures.

NORTH AMERICA

UK

NEW ZEALAND

Kayakers avoid rock collapse

Anniversary of Operation Banner

Guide dragged in avalanche

Kayakers on a tour of Pictured Rocks
National Lakeshore in northern Michigan
narrowly escaped injury when a large
section of cliff collapsed near them into
Lake Superior. Local TV reported the
kayakers were in an area where
sandstone cliffs stand up to about 200
feet (61 meters) above the water.

August 14 marks 50 years since the start
of British Army operation in Northern
Ireland, the lengthiest continuous
campaign in British military history.
Operation Banner lasted from August
1969 to July 2007 and cost 722 soldiers’
lives following paramilitary attacks.
Northern Ireland’s Government at
Stormont had urged the UK to deploy
troops after sustained violence wore out
police officers.

A mountain guide was dragged hundreds
of metres downhill when he was caught
in an avalanche near Aoraki Mount
Cook. Five people were helicoptered off
the slopes near Tin Hut Stream and the
guide was taken to Christchurch Hospital
with a suspected dislocated shoulder.
Search and rescue officer Sergeant Sam
Winchester said the group was back
country skiing, and it was typical for the
guide to go first.
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Flights resume after chaos

Russian plane fends off NATO jet

EU food name ban ‘unfair’

Flights have resumed at Hong Kong’s
airport after two days of disruptions
marked by outbursts of violence
highlighting the hardening positions
of pro-democracy protesters and the
authorities in the Chinese city that is a
major international travel hub. About
three dozen protesters were camped in
the airport’s arrivals area, a day after a
mass demonstration and frenzied mob
violence forced more than 100 flight
cancelations.

A Russian fighter jet has warded off a
NATO military aircraft that approached
a passenger plane carrying Russia’s
defence minister, according to
reports. State-owned news channel
Rossiya 24 broadcast a video of the
encounter over the Baltic Sea shortly
after Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu
returned to Moscow from a visit to
Russia’s westernmost Baltic exclave of
Kaliningrad.

Farmers have warned of devastating
impacts for Australian agriculture if
Europe’s demands to stop using names
like feta on local produce are met.
Trade Minister Simon Birmingham has
released the names of 172 foods and
236 spirits the European Union wants
protected under a free trade agreement
with Australia. The list includes cheeses
feta, gruyère and gorgonzola, along with
spirits including grappa and ouzo.
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Forces spotted near border

Crews battle to control wildfires

Leopard seal back in town

Satellite photos appear to show
armoured personnel carriers of China’s
People’s Armed Police in a sports
complex in the city of Shenzhen in a
possible sign Beijing is ready to use force
against pro-democracy protesters in
Hong Kong. The pictures show vehicles
sitting on and around the soccer stadium
at the Shenzhen Bay Sports Center
just across the harbour from the Asian
financial hub that has been rocked by
more than two months demonstrations.

Water-dropping planes and helicopters
have resumed work at first light over
a major wildfire burning through a
protected nature reserve on the Greek
island of Evia, where hundreds of people
were evacuated from four villages and a
monastery. The aircraft are concentrating
on areas where access to the dense
pine forest is difficult by land. More than
200 firefighters have been battling the
wildfire.

Owha the marauding leopard seal is
somewhat a local legend in Auckland’s
Upper Waitemata Harbour, where she
has made the wharf and marina her
home for the past five winters. But much
to boaties’ dismay, this seal’s favourite
pastime is popping inflatable dinghies
– and submerging small boats. Marine
biologist Ingrid Visser has been tracking
her and works for Leopard Seals NZ, a
non-profit organisation set up to better
protect the species.
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Trump rallies Rust Belt
support in Pennsylvania

Kayakers narowly
avoid rock collapse

President Donald Trump has sought to reinvigorate the
Rust Belt support that sent him to the White House,
cheered on by fluorescent-vest-clad workers at a major
manufacturing complex in western Pennsylvania.

Kayakers on a tour of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
in northern Michigan narrowly escaped injury when
a large section of cliff collapsed near them into Lake
Superior.

The event was billed as an official White House event but
Trump turned much of it into a campaign-style rally, boasting of
achievements he claims as president and assailing his wouldbe Democratic rivals for the 2020 election.
“I don’t think they give a damn about western Pennsylvania,
do you?” he said.
Trump was visiting Shell’s soon-to-be completed
Pennsylvania Petrochemicals Complex, which will turn the
area’s vast natural gas deposits into plastics. The facility is
being built in an area hungry for investment and employment.
Critics claim it will become the largest air polluter in western
Pennsylvania.
Trump – who contends America’s coal, oil and manufacturing
are reviving and he deserves the credit – has been focusing
on his administration’s efforts to increase the nation’s
dependence on fossil fuels.
“We don’t need it from the Middle East anymore,” Trump
said of oil and natural gas, proclaiming the employees “the
backbone of this country”.
As for the new complex, he declared: “This would have never
happened without me and us.”
Shell announced its plans to build the complex in 2012,
midway through former president Barack Obama’s term in the
White House.
Trump’s appeals to blue-collar workers helped him win
Beaver County, where the plant is located, by more than 18
percentage points in 2016, only to have voters there turn to
Democrats in 2018’s midterm elections.
Trump claimed his steel and aluminum foreign-trade tariffs
had saved the industries and that they were now “thriving”.
Trump claimed credit for the addition of 600,000 US
manufacturing jobs. ■

Local TV reported the kayakers were in an area where
sandstone cliffs stand up to about 200 feet (61 meters) above
the water.
Van Ouellette-Ballas of Northern Waters Adventures, one of
the guides, said smaller rocks had fallen near the group before
the massive section fell. He said they “thought we were at a
safe distance” and were paddling away when the large collapse
missed them by about 50 feet (15 meters).
Nature photographers Jon Smithers and Craig Blacklock
were reportedly on a boat and Smithers turned a drone toward
the sounds of the collapse in time to record video of it. ■
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A 1969 photo of soldiers on guard on a stree cornerin Belfast as British troops were
deployed onto the streets of Northern Ireland. - PA
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Corbyn urged to team up
with Lib Dems on Brexit

Anniversary of Operation
Banner in N Ireland

Labour deputy leader Tom Watson has increased
pressure on Jeremy Corbyn to work with the Liberal
Democrats to prevent an “undemocratic and disastrous”
no-deal Brexit under Prime Minister Boris Johnson.

August 14 marks 50 years since the start of British Army
operation in Northern Ireland, the lengthiest continuous
campaign in British military history.
Operation Banner lasted from August 1969 to July 2007 and
cost 722 soldiers’ lives following paramilitary attacks.
Northern Ireland’s Government at Stormont had urged the
UK to deploy troops after sustained violence wore out police
officers.
Soldiers on the streets, at checkpoints or in vehicles on
patrol in support of the police provided a ready target for a
nascent Provisional IRA pre-eminent among the republican
factions.
In some parts, such as South Armagh, it became so
dangerous that soldiers had to confine much of their travel to
helicopter.
A Conservative MP and former British Army officer said a
republican pub bombing in Co Londonderry was probably the
worst thing to happen in his life. The Irish National Liberation
Army detonated a bomb at the Droppin’ Well pub in Ballykelly
on December 6, 1982 – killing 17 people, including 11 soldiers
and six civilians.
Former Colonel Bob Stewart was incident commander at the
scene. Arriving shortly after the explosion about 11pm, he said
he held an eighteen-year-old girl as she died.
Members of the army have been under investigation for
high-profile cases of alleged wrongful killing – such as Bloody
Sunday in Derry – leading to calls from some MPs for them to
be granted immunity. On the other side stand the victims of
state killings seeking justice for the deaths of loved ones. ■

Watson’s comments came as Lib Dem leader Jo Swinson said
she would work with Watson despite consistent criticism of the
Labour leader over his Brexit stance.
Senior figures within Labour have ruled out working in a
cross-party alliance to prevent a no-deal departure as the
prime minister prepares to leave the EU by October 31,
regardless of whether a deal is in place.
But Watson took a different line as he spoke alongside
Swinson at an event by For Our Future’s Sake and Our Future
Our Choice, two youth movements campaigning for a second
referendum.
“We cannot tolerate an undemocratic and disastrous no-deal
being forced on the country by Boris Johnson,” Watson said.
“To stop him, everyone who cares about democracy, our
country and our future must work together because there are
enough of us – from all parties in Parliament – to stop him.”
He added: “Whether you’re Liberal Democrats, social
democrats or democratic socialists, we are all democrats. And
democrats have got to realise in this crisis that we’re stronger
together if we work together.”
Shadow chancellor John McDonnell and shadow business
secretary Rebecca Long-Bailey have both said Labour will not
work in any pact with other parties.
Instead they said Labour can win a majority at a general
election, which may be looming.
Swinson has previously criticised Corbyn as “indecisive”
over Brexit, following calls for the Labour leader to firm up his
party’s stance towards a second referendum.
But at the event she said she would work with other parties
to prevent a “disastrous” deal-less departure. ■
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Australian migration
program up for review

Mountain guide dragged
downhill in avalanche

Australia’s migration program is set to go under the
microscope at a new parliamentary inquiry.

A mountain guide was dragged hundreds of metres
downhill when he was caught in an avalanche near
Aoraki Mount Cook.

The Morrison government will announce the upcoming
review led by federal parliament’s joint migration committee,
the Sydney Morning Herald and The Age report.
The committee typically looks at Australia’s detention
centres and visa laws, but the new inquiry is expected to cover
population and infrastructure pressures.
The move comes after Infrastructure Australia warned the
nation must spend $200 billion every five years on a range of
infrastructure projects if it wants to keep up with the pace of
population growth.
In a report, the authority said the wave of investment is
needed to ensure roads and public transport, schools, water,
electricity and health services support people’s quality of life
and economic productivity.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison said the report’s findings predate the 2019/20 budget, in which the government announced
$23 billion worth of infrastructure projects, 160 of which were
focused on busting congestion.
The government has committed $100 billion to
infrastructure over the next 10 years.
“What the report calls for is obviously continued and
upgraded investment in infrastructure. The government is
doing that,” the prime minister said. ■

Five people were helicoptered off the slopes near Tin Hut
Stream and the guide was taken to Christchurch Hospital with
a suspected dislocated shoulder.
Search and rescue officer Sergeant Sam Winchester said the
group was back country skiing, and it was typical for the guide
to go first.
He said the guide was dragged 200m to 300m down the
slope and was partially buried in snow by the time the rest of
the party got to him.
Winchester said they administered first aid before calling for
help and setting off an emergency locator beacon.
Andrew Hobman from safety organisation Avalanche New
Zealand said avalanches can easily be set off by people moving
around on steep slopes where there has been fresh snowfall.
“We’re getting these regular storm systems coming up over
the county at the moment, and those are putting more and
more snow on top of what we have, so we’re getting natural
avalanches running as well.”
Being caught in an avalanche is very frightening and
everything happens in a split second, he said. Before going into
the terrain climbers and skiers should have an escape plan on
where to go if an avalanche is triggered.
Hobman said the first thing to do is yell out so people can
see where you are. Discard equipment that might drag you
down, but keep your backpack on, especially if it has an airbags
that can help you keep on the surface.
Once an avalanche speeds up a person caught in it will be
tossed and tumbled – like getting caught in the ocean.
“Ideally you’re trying to get your feet downhill in front of you,
a bit like being in white water.
“As the avalanche starts to slow down you really want to fight
to create an air pocket around your face, if you’re buried under
the snow, or try and punch your way up to the surface." ■
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Travelers wait to check in for their flights at the airport in Hong Kong. - AP

A satellite image appears to show Chinese security force vehicles inside a stadium in the
southern Chinese city of Shenzhen. - AP
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Flights resume after
Hong Kong airport chaos

Chinese forces spotted
near Hong Kong border

Flights have resumed at Hong Kong’s airport after two
days of disruptions marked by outbursts of violence
highlighting the hardening positions of pro-democracy
protesters and the authorities in the Chinese city that is
a major international travel hub.

Satellite photos appear to show armoured personnel
carriers of China’s People’s Armed Police in a sports
complex in the city of Shenzhen in a possible sign Beijing
is ready to use force against pro-democracy protesters in
Hong Kong.

About three dozen protesters were camped in the airport’s
arrivals area, a day after a mass demonstration and frenzied
mob violence forced more than 100 flight cancelations. Checkin counters were open and flights appeared to be operating
normally. Protesters spread pamphlets and posters across
the floor in a section of the terminal but were not accosting
travelers.
A statement from the airport’s management said it had
obtained “an interim injunction to restrain persons from
unlawfully and willfully obstructing or interfering” with airport
operations. It said an area of the airport had been set aside for
demonstrations, but no protests would be allowed outside the
designated area.
The airport had closed check-in for remaining flights as
protesters swarmed the terminal and blocked access to
immigration for departing passengers. The scrapped flights
were in addition to 200 flights backlogged from a day earlier.
“Democracy is a good thing,” signs read, while others
contained apologies for the disruption: “We stand here to
obstruct, only for one single reason. We love and care for Hong
Kong. We hope you will understand. Sorry.”
Most of the protesters left after officers armed with pepper
spray and batons tried to enter the terminal, fighting with
demonstrators who barricaded entrances with luggage carts.
Riot police clashed briefly with the demonstrators, leading to
several injuries and prompting at least one officer to draw a
handgun on his assailants.
The burst of violence included protesters injuring at least
two men they suspected of being undercover agents and came
as Hong Kong’s pro-Beijing leader warned the demonstrators
had pushed events onto a “path of no return”. ■

The pictures collected by Maxar’s WorldView show 500 or
more vehicles sitting on and around the soccer stadium at the
Shenzhen Bay Sports Center just across the harbour from the
Asian financial hub that has been rocked by more than two
months of near-daily street demonstrations.
Chinese state media have said only that the exercises had
been planned before hand and were not directly related to
the unrest in Hong Kong, although they came shortly after the
central government in Beijing said the protests were beginning
to show the “sprouts of terrorism.”
President Donald Trump tweeted that US intelligence
believes that the Chinese government is moving troops to its
border with Hong Kong and that, “Everyone should be calm
and safe!”
Beijing has been apparently reluctant to send in police or
army units from the mainland or to mobilise the People’s
Liberation Army garrison in Hong Kong to quell the unrest.
It’s seen as mindful of the devastating effect that would
have both on the territory’s reputation as a safe and stable
place to invest in, and as indication of the Communist Party’s
failure to win over the hearts and minds of the city’s 7.3 million
residents, 22 years after the former British colony was handed
over to China.
It would also be a shocking reminder of the PLA’s bloody
crackdown on pro-democracy demonstrations centred on
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square 30 years ago, which remains a
taboo subject in China but is memorialised with a massive rally
and march each year in Hong Kong. ■
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A Russian air force fighter jet, seen from a plane carrying Russian Defense Minister Sergei

A fire brigade vehicle sprays water at a forest fire inMakrimalli village, on the island of

Shoigu over the Baltic Sea. - AP

Evia. - AP
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Russian fighter fends off
NATO military aircraft

Firefighting crews
battle to control blaze

A Russian fighter jet has warded off a NATO military
aircraft that approached a passenger plane carrying
Russia’s defence minister, according to reports.

Water-dropping planes and helicopters have resumed
work at first light over a major wildfire burning through
a protected nature reserve on the Greek island of Evia,
where hundreds of people were evacuated from four
villages and a monastery.

State-owned news channel Rossiya 24 broadcast a video of the
encounter over the Baltic Sea shortly after Defence Minister
Sergei Shoigu returned to Moscow from a visit to Russia’s
westernmost Baltic exclave of Kaliningrad.
The footage showed a Russian Su-27 manoeuvring to drive
off an F-18 fighter that flew close to the minister’s plane.
Russian news agencies carried a NATO statement saying
warplanes of the Western military alliance moved to identify
a Russian aircraft over the Baltic Sea without knowing Shoigu
was on it.
A similar incident occurred in 2017, when a Polish F-16
fighter approached Shoigu’s plane over the Baltic Sea and a
Russian jet pushed it away.
There have been frequent encounters between Russian and
NATO aircraft in recent years as both sides have increased
military patrols amid growing tensions.
Some of the encounters have triggered mutual accusations
of pilots performing unsafe manoeuvres. ■

The aircraft are concentrating on areas where access to the
dense pine forest is difficult by land. More than 200 firefighters
have been battling the wildfire.
The flames were fanned by strong winds, hampering efforts
to control their spread and carrying smoke from the fire as far
as the Greek capital, where the smell of burning wood lingered.
Milder winds are predicted, and the fire department said the
situation appears much improved from the previous day. ■
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National Farmers’ Federation chief executive Tony Mahar. - AAP

Owha the leopard seal at Te Atatu Boating Club in Auckland. - Supplied / Brittany Mathias,
Leopardseals.org
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European Union food
name ban ‘unfair’

‘Curious’ leopard seal
makes its return

Farmers have warned of devastating impacts for
Australian agriculture if Europe’s demands to stop using
names like feta on local produce are met.

Owha the marauding leopard seal is somewhat a local
legend in Auckland’s Upper Waitemata Harbour, where
she has made the wharf and marina her home for the
past five winters.

Trade Minister Simon Birmingham has released the names of
172 foods and 236 spirits the European Union wants protected
under a free trade agreement with Australia.
The list includes cheeses feta, gruyère and gorgonzola, along
with spirits including grappa and ouzo.
National Farmers’ Federation chief executive Tony Mahar is
concerned about the starting point of the negotiations on food
names, with feta a major worry for dairy producers.
“Changes to require manufacturers and farmers to call
it something like crumbly cheese in brine just would be
devastating,” he said.
“That would be such a change to the dynamics of the
marketplace. We think that’s unfair.”
He said forcing changes to names consumers were familiar
with would have a significant impact on the dairy sector, which
has faced serious challenges in recent years.
The Australian Dairy Industry Council has put the potential
impact of strict enforcement of new naming rules at up to $90
million a year in the early stages of a free trade deal.
Senator Birmingham insists there’s no guarantee the deal
will be sealed, with the agreement only to go ahead if it’s in
Australia’s national interest.
Mahar said the trade deal must have a positive impact for
agriculture, with farmers grappling with drought, flood and
fires as the industry aims to raise production to $100 billion
by 2030.
“It’s a very clear message to the trade minister: back
Australian farmers in this agreement,” he said.
The EU has warned Australia it is unlikely to offer major
concessions for red meat, dairy, sugar and rice exports.
Mahar said the starting point for negotiations was slanted in
the negative against agriculture. ■

But much to boaties’ dismay, this seal’s favourite pastime is
popping inflatable dinghies – and submerging small boats.
Marine biologist Ingrid Visser has been tracking her and
works for Leopard Seals NZ, a non-profit organisation set up to
better protect the species.
Visser said Owha enjoyed playing with inflatable dinghies and
had recently taken to putting her head on empty dinghies and
flooding them.
“We have to be very aware and warn people that if they see
her in the area and can avoid getting in their dinghy they need
to do that. We have to be smart, she is a very intelligent animal
and she’s big but she’s not malicious, she’s incredibly curious,”
she said.
The organisation is holding a public meeting to educate
people about living with a leopard seal in the city.
“It’s such a unique situation. Nowhere else in the world do
we have leopard seals that come into the inner parts of cities.
We are investigating how the leopard seals are dealing with it,
how the public are dealing with it and how the management
are dealing with it,” Visser said.
Leopard Seals NZ has a hotline for sightings – 0800
LEOPARD – which sometimes receives 30 calls a day.
In the upper reaches of Waitemata Harbour, Owha
sometimes upsets the community’s tranquillity.
The Herald Island Boating Club puts up signs on the wharf
warning the public to keep their distance when Owha visits.
Club captain Craig Carr has lived on the island for more than
two decades and said the leopard seal had been visiting more
often this year.
Leopard seals are protected and the Department of
Conservation recommends staying 20 metres away. ■
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