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New US asylum rules in effect

Hundreds of immigrants have shown up 
at border crossings in hopes of getting 
into the United States, but they faced the 
likelihood of being turned away under a 
new Trump administration asylum rule 
that upends long-standing protections for 
people fleeing violence and oppression 
in their homelands. The policy has gone 
into effect but has also drawn two swift 
lawsuits from immigrant advocacy groups 
in federal courts, one in San Francisco 
and one in Washington, DC.

Ruling opens US up to sanctions

The Trump administration has blasted a 
World Trade Organization decision that 
could let China levy sanctions on the 
United States. The 2-1 decision by the 
WTO was a mixed verdict in a case that 
dates back to 2007 and is unrelated to 
the tariffs the administration has slapped 
on Chinese goods. In its final decision, 
the WTO agreed with the US that China 
lets state-owned enterprises subsidize 
Chinese firms by providing components 
at unfairly low costs.

Call for caution on joining ASEAN

The prospect of Australia joining ASEAN 
was pushed before the re-election of the 
Morrison government, a foreign policy 
initiative which will gain momentum, but 
analysts are warning the prime minister 
should think twice. A key sticking point 
is the 10 members of the trade bloc 
have troubling records on democracy 
and human rights, issues which are 
often swept aside by an ASEAN policy of 
‘declining to comment’ on the internal 
affairs of a neighbour.

Corbyn ‘fails test of leadership’

More than 60 Labour peers have taken 
out a newspaper advertisement to 
accuse party leader Jeremy Corbyn of 
“failing the test of leadership” amid the 
ongoing anti-Semitism row. The full 
page advert, published in The Guardian, 
criticises Corbyn for a “toxic culture you 
have allowed to divide our movement”, 
saying it has prompted the resignation 
of “thousands” of members. The party, 
it said, is no longer a “safe place” for its 
members and supporters.

Partial lunar eclipse lights up sky

Stargazers have been treated to a cosmic 
spectacle as a partial lunar eclipse was 
visible across parts of the UK, coinciding 
with the 50th anniversary of Apollo 11 
launching its moon mission. Clear skies 
across much of the country gave people 
a stunning view of the phenomenon, 
including in London, Yorkshire and at 
Jodrell Bank Observatory in Cheshire. The 
partial eclipse was also visible as far afield 
as Australia, Africa and much of Asia.

Locals take aim at gun store

New Zealand’s largest gun retailer is 
about to open a new mega store in 
Christchurch – angering residents who 
don’t want the big, blue building in their 
midst. Gun City Sockburn is 1km from 
Riccarton Racecourse and directly across 
from schools and houses. Resource 
consent was granted in January on a 
non-notified basis but some residents 
said they hadn’t forgotten that Gun City 
sold four A-Category firearms to the man 
accused of the mosque shootings.
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HK protests: No end in sight

What began as a protest against an 
extradition bill has ballooned into a 
fundamental challenge to the way Hong 
Kong is governed – and the role of the 
Chinese government in the city’s affairs. 
“Hong Kong is not China” has become 
a refrain of the movement in what is a 
Chinese territory, but with its own laws 
and a separate legal system under a “one 
country, two systems” framework. 

Junta replaced with army allies

Thailand’s new Cabinet was sworn 
in, creating a nominally elected 
government after five years of military 
rule but keeping power in the hands 
of the same allies of the army. King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn presided over the 
swearing-in of the Cabinet, whose 36 
members pledged their loyalty to the 
constitutional monarch. The Cabinet’s 
inauguration dissolved the junta that 
had governed while giving itself almost 
unlimited powers without oversight.

Palmer misses second day of trial

Clive Palmer has failed to show up for 
the second day of a massive trial over 
the collapse of Queensland Nickel, 
which shut down in 2016 with the loss 
of hundreds of jobs. The billionaire 
businessman is representing himself to 
defend the federal government lawsuit 
against him and nephew Clive Mensink, 
which he’s previously described as 
baseless and a desperate, politically 
motivated attack. 

Bond auction ‘a vote of confidence’

Greece has launched a seven-year bond 
auction, the country’s third effort this 
year to raise money from international 
markets while improved borrowing rates 
provide an advantage. The auction aimed 
at raising 2.5 billion euros ($US2.8 billion) 
followed five-year and 10-year bond 
issues earlier in 2019. Altogether, the 
three are intended to generate about 
7 billion euros ($US7.9 billion) to fulfill 
Greece’s financing needs.

Sudan reaches power-sharing deal

Sudan’s ruling military and the pro-
democracy movement have signed 
a political document that’s part of a 
power-sharing deal meant to end the 
country’s deadlock after weeks of stalled 
talks. The two sides – representatives 
from the military council and the Forces 
for Declaration of Freedom and Change, 
which represents the protesters – signed 
a so-called political declaration, one of 
two documents that are part of the deal.

‘Managed retreat’ plan slammed

Matatā residents who might have 
to abandon their homes due to an 
environmental risk say the council hasn’t 
provided enough information to make a 
decision as big as whether to stay or go. 
Residents whose homes are at risk from 
debris flows were told they would be 
offered market value for their properties 
if they wanted to leave. The homeowners 
met with Whakatāne District Council 
bosses. 
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Ruling opens US  
up to sanctions
The Trump administration has blasted a World Trade 
Organization decision that could let China levy sanctions 
on the United States.

The 2-1 decision by the WTO’s appellate body was actually 
a mixed verdict in a case that dates back to 2007 and is 
unrelated to the tariffs the administration has slapped on $250 
billion in Chinese goods. 

In its final decision, the WTO agreed with the US that China 
lets state-owned enterprises (SOEs) subsidize Chinese firms by 
providing components at unfairly low costs.

But it said the US wrongly calculated the tariffs imposed to 
punish China for the subsidies. If the US doesn’t recalculate 
them, China can retaliate with its own sanctions.

The Office of the US Trade Representative said the ruling 
“undermines WTO rules, making them less effective to 
counteract Chinese SOE subsidies that are harming US 
workers and businesses and distorting markets worldwide.”

Separately, the US-China are locked in a yearlong standoff 
over US allegations that China uses predatory tactics – 
including outright theft of trade secrets – in an aggressive push 
to challenge American technological dominance.  ■

People in Tijuana, Mexico, wait to apply for asylum in the US. - AP

NORTH AMERICA

New US asylum  
rules in effect
Hundreds of immigrants have shown up at border 
crossings in hopes of getting into the United States, but 
they faced the likelihood of being turned away under 
a new Trump administration asylum rule that upends 
long-standing protections for people fleeing violence and 
oppression in their homelands.

The policy has gone into effect but has also drawn two swift 
lawsuits from immigrant advocacy groups in federal courts, 
one in San Francisco and one in Washington, DC.

The policy represents the most forceful attempt to date 
by President Donald Trump to slash the number of people 
seeking asylum in America. It comes amid uproar over Trump’s 
recent tweets telling four members of Congress to “go back” to 
other countries.

Under the new rules, migrants who pass through another 
country on their way to the US will be ineligible for asylum. 
Most of the immigrants arriving at the border this year pass 
through Mexico – including Central Americans, Africans, 
Cubans and Haitians. The rule also applies to children who 
have crossed the border alone.  ■



4 

JULY 17 (GMT) – JULY 18 (AEST), 2019

UK

A partial lunar eclipse is visible above London from Primrose Hill. - PA

Partial lunar eclipse 
lights up sky
Stargazers have been treated to a cosmic spectacle as 
a partial lunar eclipse was visible across parts of the 
UK, coinciding with the 50th anniversary of Apollo 11 
launching its moon mission.

Clear skies across much of the country gave people a stunning 
view of the phenomenon, including in London, Yorkshire and at 
Jodrell Bank Observatory in Cheshire.

The partial eclipse was also visible as far afield as Australia, 
Africa and much of Asia.

A lunar eclipse occurs when the Earth, sun, and moon 
are almost exactly in line and the moon is on the opposite 
side of the Earth from the sun. The moon is full, moves into 
the shadow of the Earth and dims dramatically but usually 
remains visible, lit by sunlight that passes through the Earth’s 
atmosphere.

The eclipse was seen in the UK from moon rise, from 
approximately 9.07pm local time until about 1.17am.  ■

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn. - PA

UK

Corbyn ‘fails test  
of leadership’
More than 60 Labour peers have taken out a newspaper 
advertisement to accuse party leader Jeremy Corbyn of 
“failing the test of leadership” amid the ongoing anti-
Semitism row.

The full page advert, published in The Guardian, criticises 
Corbyn for a “toxic culture you have allowed to divide our 
movement”, saying it has prompted the resignation of 
“thousands” of members.

The party, it said, is no longer a “safe place” for its members 
and supporters.

“We are saying you are accountable as Leader for allowing 
antisemitism to grow in our party and presiding over the most 
shaming period in Labour’s history,” it added.

The advert is supported by a total of 67 Labour members of 
the House of Lords, including Peter Hain, Peter Mandelson and 
Robert Winston, and comes after a damning report by BBC’s 
Panorama programme into the party’s handling of allegations 
of anti-Semitism.

The peers also accuse Corbyn of not having “opened (his) 
eyes” or “accepted responsibility” for the row which has 
engulfed the party.

“We can’t be a credible alternative government that will bring 
the country together if we can’t get our own house in order,” 
the advert said.

“Your failure to do the right thing will lead to the failure of the 
Labour Party being able to make our country a better place for 
the people and communities we seek to serve.”

“You have failed to defend our party’s anti-racist values,” it 
adds.

“You have therefore failed the test of leadership.”
Meanwhile, Labour’s governing body has been urged to 

support a motion which would automatically exclude members 
where there is “irrefutable evidence” accusing them of racism 
and other forms of discrimination.  ■
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The Gun City store soon to be opened in Christchurch. - RNZ / Katie Todd

Locals take aim  
at gun store
New Zealand’s largest gun retailer is about to open a 
new mega store in Christchurch – angering some nearby 
residents who don’t want the big, blue building in their 
midst.

Gun City Sockburn, due to open early next month, is 1km from 
Riccarton Racecourse – the location of the first gun buyback – 
and directly across from schools and houses.

Resource consent was granted in January on a non-notified 
basis but some nearby residents said they hadn’t forgotten 
that Gun City sold four A-Category firearms to the man 
accused of the March 15 mosque shootings.

Harry Singh was among those wishing he’d had a say in the 
store’s location.

“No one told us that there was a Gun City coming to the 
area. They should have at least informed us before, or they 
should have taken public opinion,” he said.

“We had a such a big incident in New Zealand with guns and 
I don’t think many people will be very comfortable to have guns 
around their homes, in a residential area.”

The new building includes about 300 square metres of 
retail space, as well as offices, a warehouse and carpark. 
Owner David Tipple said it was an “excellent location” because 
Christchurch was a widespread city with transport difficulties 
that discourage people from travelling across town.

That includes people like Tom Mee and his friends, who are 
keen hunters living nearby.

“It’s quite useful for us if we want to go for a hunt one 
weekend or something. All we have to do is walk across the 
road get new ammo – we don’t have to drive all the way to 
Hunting and Fishing and back,” Mee said.

The deputy chair of the local community board, Helen 
Broughton, said because the store was within a commercial 
mixed-use zone, community board members and residents did 
not need to be made aware of the resource consent hearing.  ■

Leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) at the opening ceremony 

of the ASEAN leaders summit in Bangkok, Thailand. - AP

AUSTRALIA

Canberra urged to be 
wary of joining ASEAN
The prospect of Australia joining ASEAN was pushed 
before the re-election of the Morrison government, a 
foreign policy initiative which will gain momentum, but 
analysts are warning the prime minister should think 
twice.

A key sticking point is the 10 members of the trade bloc have 
troubling records on democracy and human rights, issues 
which are often swept aside by an ASEAN policy of ‘declining to 
comment’ on the internal affairs of a neighbour.

Phil Robertson, Bangkok-based spokesman for Human 
Rights Watch, said Australian membership would further erode 
“the government’s already faltering commitment to stand up 
for human rights in the region.” 

“The reality is ASEAN is a talk shop until one country objects, 
and the problem comes because there is always an objection 
to serious discussions of human rights in the bloc’s meetings,” 
he said.

The idea of joining ASEAN has been mooted for years, 
gathering pace at an ASEAN meeting in Sydney last year 
with support from Indonesian President Joko Widodo, while 
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad has dropped his 
long-standing opposition to Australia joining.

But ASEAN’s credibility has since been damaged by elections 
in Thailand, described as ineptly rigged by The Economist, 
Cambodia again being a one-party state, thousands being 
unilaterally killed in the Philippines in the “war on drugs” while 
Myanmar has done little to atone for the alleged genocide of 
the Muslim Rohingya.

“At a time when divisive nationalism is on the march in many 
countries around the world, Australia should stand firm and 
protect rather than undermine human rights,” Robertson said.

The myriad problems confronting Southeast Asia are often 
predicated by religion and politics, which defines and divides 
ASEAN, and remain in stark contrast to the democratic and 
egalitarian values that Australia traditionally prides itself on.  ■
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Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha attends a group photo with his cabinet 

members at the government house in Bangkok. - AP

Thai junta replaced  
with army allies
Thailand’s new Cabinet was sworn in, creating a 
nominally elected government after five years of military 
rule but keeping power in the hands of the same allies of 
the army.

King Maha Vajiralongkorn presided over the swearing-in of 
the Cabinet, whose 36 members pledged their loyalty to the 
constitutional monarch. The Cabinet’s inauguration dissolved 
the junta that had governed while giving itself almost unlimited 
powers without oversight.

“Every task has obstacles. Every mission faces problems,” the 
king told the Cabinet members. “It is normal to take on work 
and solve problems so that the country can be run smoothly 
according to circumstances.” The Cabinet then held its first 
meeting at Government House.

Prayuth Chan-ocha, who as army commander seized power 
in a 2014 coup ousting an elected government, returns as 
prime minister. This time he was elected by a parliamentary 
vote after a March general election that was held under a 
new constitution and laws enacted by Prayuth’s junta aimed 
at disadvantaging established political parties in favor of the 
military and its conservative allies.

“This Cabinet either represents old wine in a new bottle,” said 
Paul Chambers, a political scientist at Naraesuan University 
in northern Thailand, referring to major posts held by former 
members of Prayuth’s military government, “or a product of a 
multiparty and multi-factional balance of power.”

Thitinan Pongsudhirak, a professor of political science at 
Bangkok’s Chulalongkorn University, described the Cabinet as 
“dominated by patronage politics and paybacks,” including at 
least two members with questionable reputations who were 
recruited for their abilities to turn out the vote.

Prayuth is both prime minister and defense minister in the 
new government.  ■

Protesters prepare to face off with police in Hong Kong. - AP

ASIA

Hong Kong protests:  
No end in sight
What began as a protest against an extradition bill has 
ballooned into a fundamental challenge to the way 
Hong Kong is governed – and the role of the Chinese 
government in the city’s affairs.

“Hong Kong is not China” has become a refrain of the 
movement in what is a Chinese territory, but with its own 
laws and a separate legal system under a “one country, two 
systems” framework.

Hundreds of thousands of people took to the streets 
in Hong Kong in three marches last month to oppose the 
extradition legislation, which would have allowed suspects to 
be sent to mainland China, where critics fear they would face 
opaque charges and unfair trials.

In recent weeks, the demonstrations have also included 
two smaller protests led by nativist-leaning groups against an 
influx of mainland Chinese into the city of 7.4 million people. 
All of it traces back to an underlying mistrust of the Hong Kong 
and Beijing authorities, which fuels calls for a more responsive 
government that protesters believe democracy would bring.

When Hong Kong was returned to China from British colonial 
rule in 1997, its residents were promised certain freedoms not 
afforded to mainland Chinese. Opponents of the extradition 
bill argued a hallmark of the “one country, two systems” 
framework – Hong Kong’s independent judicial system – would 
be compromised under the proposed legislation.

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam initially maintained the bill 
would move forward, but has since declared it indefinitely 
suspended and “dead”. The protests, however, have continued 
unabated, as demonstrators call for Lam’s resignation, the 
legislation’s formal withdrawal and an investigation into police 
tactics. They also demand protesters not be punished – as the 
leaders of the “Umbrella Movement” in 2014 were.

Pro-democracy sentiment has become more pronounced 
in recent years as Hong Kong residents increasingly feel 
that Beijing, under the leadership of President Xi Jinping, is 
encroaching on their promised freedoms.  ■
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Sudan reaches  
power-sharing deal
Sudan’s ruling military and the pro-democracy 
movement have signed a political document that’s part 
of a power-sharing deal meant to end the country’s 
deadlock after weeks of stalled talks.

The two sides – representatives from the military council 
and the Forces for Declaration of Freedom and Change, 
which represents the protesters – signed a so-called political 
declaration, one of two documents that are part of the deal.

The other document, a constitutional declaration, is likely to 
be signed within days.

The ceremony took place in the country’s capital, Khartoum, 
and representatives of both sides shook hands.

The signing is a key step in the country’s transition after 
months of street protests that prompted the military to oust 
autocratic ruler Omar al-Bashir and take over the country in 
April.  ■

Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis. - AP

REST OF THE WORLD

Bond auction  
‘a vote of confidence’
Greece has launched a seven-year bond auction, the 
country’s third effort this year to raise money from 
international markets while improved borrowing rates 
provide an advantage.

The auction aimed at raising 2.5 billion euros ($US2.8 billion) 
followed five-year and 10-year bond issues earlier in 2019. 
Altogether, the three are intended to generate about 7 billion 
euros ($US7.9 billion) to fulfill Greece’s financing needs.

The auction was the first of the new Greek government 
that took office this month under conservative Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis, who has promised Greece’s steady return 
to bond markets following three international bailouts and 
to renegotiate strict budget performance targets with the 
country’s creditors.

Before announcing results of the auction, government 
officials said demand for the bond was more than four 
times the target amount. The prime minister congratulated 
government agencies in a tweet for the issuance of a bond “at 
a record low yield” of 1.9 per cent.

“This is a vote of confidence in Greece’s growth prospects,” 
he said.

Greece has promised lenders it will deliver an annual 
primary budget surplus – the balance before debt servicing 
costs – of 3.5per cent for the coming years. The new 
government wants to renegotiate the target for 2021 and 
onward.

“We will not endanger the achievement of primary surpluses 
in 2019 and 2020. We must be serious and consistent with the 
budget execution,” government spokesman Stelios Petsas said.

“When we move forward with our reform plan, that will allow 
us to … set out to our partners and lenders the need to reduce 
primary surpluses to more realistic levels.”

Creditors, however, have appeared cool to the idea of 
lowering targets, which they argue are crucial to keeping in 
check Greece’s huge national debt – about 180 per cent of 
GDP.  ■
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Residents fume over 
‘managed retreat’
Matatā residents who might have to abandon their 
homes due to an environmental risk say the council 
hasn’t provided enough information to make a decision 
as big as whether to stay or go.

Residents whose homes are at risk from debris flows were told 
they would be offered market value for their properties if they 
wanted to leave.

The homeowners met with Whakatāne District Council 
bosses.

Matatā resident Rachel Whalley is one of several who will 
have to make the decision to stay or go.

Whalley said the market rate was not enough compensation, 
if “you don’t want to leave”.

“The council will keep telling you ‘there is a risk to life and 
we’ve done all the scientific reports’, but it hasn’t been tested, 
and until it gets before an independent judge, then it’s not 
been fairly tested,” she said.

“The regional council can’t explain to us what the endgame 
is. People can’t make decisions about whether they should 
leave or go based on no information.”

She said the information presented at the meeting wasn’t 
enough.

However, it was an opportunity for people with sections who 
won’t be able to do anything with their land to move out, she 
said.

In May 2005, a torrential downpour washed boulders, 
logs and other debris down the flooded Awatarariki Stream, 
destroying 27 homes in Matatā and racking up a bill of $20 
million.

Residents were allowed back into the area in 2006 because 
the council believed it could build a structure to contain debris 
in a similar event, but six years later it gave up on that idea 
saying the area was a “high loss of life risk zone” and managed 
retreat was the only viable option.  ■
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Matatā residents are weighing up their options, after local councils and central 

government offered to buy properties in a dangerous debris flow zone. - RNZ / Brad White

Palmer absent from 
second day of trial
Clive Palmer has failed to show up for the second day of 
a massive trial over the collapse of Queensland Nickel, 
which shut down in 2016 with the loss of hundreds of 
jobs.

The billionaire businessman is representing himself to defend 
the federal government lawsuit against him and nephew Clive 
Mensink, which he’s previously described as baseless and a 
desperate, politically motivated attack.

Lawyers for the government-appointed liquidators of QN are 
trying to claw back about $A200 million owed to creditors.

Palmer attended the first day of the Brisbane Supreme 
Court trial, where he unsuccessfully applied to have the case 
cancelled because his key witness was sick.

Palmer failed to provide any reason for his absence on day 
two.

Justice Debra Mullins noted the absence for the record, but 
ordered the trial continue without him.  ■

Clive Palmer leaves the Supreme Court in Brisbane on the first day of his trial. - AAP
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