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Boeing challenged over jet safety

Corbyn hit by referendum revolt

Mosque shooting kills at least 49

Aviation regulators worldwide laid down
a stark challenge for Boeing to prove that
its grounded 737 Max jets are safe to
fly amid suspicions that faulty software
might have contributed to two crashes
that killed 346 people in less than six
months. In a key step toward unearthing
the cause of the Ethiopian Airlines crash,
flight recorders from the shattered plane
arrived in France for analysis.

Labour’s divisions over Brexit were
laid bare as four MPs quit frontbench
positions and a fifth resigned as a
shadow ministerial aide to vote against
a second referendum. Shadow ministers
Yvonne Fovargue, Emma Lewell-Buck and
Justin Madders, whip Stephanie Peacock
and parliamentary private secretary Ruth
Smeeth all resigned over the issue.

An Australian man is among four people
arrested over the massacre of at least
49 people at two mosques in the New
Zealand city of Christchurch. Brenton
Tarrant grew up in Grafton in NSW and
had said in his own “manifesto” he had
planned to carry out an attack for two
years and decided to target Christchurch
three months ago.

Trump slams Brexit handling

Unexploded bomb at airport

Australian arrested over attack

President Donald Trump has sharply
criticized Britain’s handling of
negotiations over leaving the European
Union, saying the talks have been
bungled and that the debate was dividing
the country. “I’m surprised at how badly
it’s all gone from the standpoint of a
negotiation,” he said.

An unexploded wartime bomb has been
found on a disused airfield set to be a
lorry park in the event of a no-deal Brexit.
Kent Police were called to Manston
Airport after reports of the discovery.
Officers and British Army bomb disposal
experts attended and are continuing to
assess the scene, a police spokesman
said.

An Australian-born citizen has been taken
into New Zealand police custody over the
Christchurch mosque shooting, Prime
Minister Scott Morrison says. Morrison
met with Australian security agency
officials in the wake of the shooting
which has claimed multiple lives. “I can
confirm that the individual who was taken
into custody I have been advised is an
Australian-born citizen,” he said.

1

MARCH 15 (GMT) – MARCH 16 (AEST), 2019

YOUR DAILY TOP 12 STORIES FROM FRANK NEWS
FULL STORIES START ON PAGE 6

REST OF THE WORLD

UK

AUSTRALIA + NEW ZEALAND

Pilot reported emergency early

May condemns mosque attack

Ardern labels attack ‘terrorism’

The pilot of the Ethiopian Airlines plane
that crashed requested permission “in
a panicky voice” to return to the airport
shortly after takeoff, The New York Times
reports. The report cites “a person who
reviewed air traffic communications”
from the crashed flight saying controllers
noticed the plane was moving up and
down by hundreds of feet, with its speed
appearing unusually fast.

Prime Minister Theresa May has led the
UK condemnation of the Christchurch
mosque shootings that killed 40 people.
In a tweet she sent “deepest condolences
to the people of New Zealand after
the horrifying terrorist attack in
Christchurch”. She added: “My thoughts
are with all of those affected by this
sickening act of violence.”

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern says it is
now clear the attack on two mosques
in Christchurch could only be described
as a terrorist attack, and New Zealand’s
threat level had been raised from low to
high. “It is with extreme sadness that I tell
you that as of 7pm tonight (local time)
we believe that 40 people have lost their
lives,” she said.

Beijing denies spy claims

No-deal tariff plans revealed

Turnbull issues election warning

China’s No. 2 leader has denied Beijing
tells its companies to spy abroad,
refuting US warnings that Chinese
technology suppliers might be a security
risk. Premier Li Keqiang’s comment at
a news conference was the communist
government’s highest-level rejection of
accusations Chinese companies might
spy on foreign customers.

Britain’s no-deal Brexit tariff plans aim to
protect low-paid workers from finding it
“very hard to feed themselves,” according
to a minister. International Trade Minister
George Hollingbery said the proposed
new rates on imported goods were
designed to be right for both producers
and consumers, amid concerns over
the impact on farmers due to the lack of
protection on certain products.

Malcolm Turnbull has warned against
the “idiocy” of a fresh internal brawl
in the federal coalition over coal-fired
power, saying it’s damaging the NSW
conservative government’s chances of
re-election. The former Liberal prime
minister said infighting over energy
as well as leadership tensions in the
Nationals were hurting NSW Premier
Gladys Berejiklian’s hopes of winning.
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Wreckage lies at the scene where the Ethiopian Airlines Boeing 737 Max 8 crashed shortly

President Donald Trump. - AP

after takeoff, killing all 157 on board in Ethiopia. - AP
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Boeing challenged
over jet safety

Trump slams UK’s
handling of Brexit

Aviation regulators worldwide laid down a stark
challenge for Boeing to prove that its grounded 737 Max
jets are safe to fly amid suspicions that faulty software
might have contributed to two crashes that killed 346
people in less than six months.

President Donald Trump has sharply criticized Britain’s
handling of negotiations over leaving the European
Union, saying the talks have been bungled and that the
debate was dividing the country.
“I’m surprised at how badly it’s all gone from the standpoint of
a negotiation,” he said.
Trump, who holds himself up as a master deal-maker, said
he had given Prime Minister Theresa May his ideas on how she
could negotiate a successful deal for leaving the 28-member
group of nations. But “she didn’t listen to that and that’s fine. I
mean she’s got to do what she’s got to do,” he said at the White
House as he welcomed Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar for
an early St. Patrick’s Day celebration.
“I think it could have been negotiated in a different manner,
frankly,” Trump said. “I hate to see it being, everything being
ripped apart right now.”
Trump spoke hours before British lawmakers voted to delay
Brexit for at least three months. Britain’s exit from the EU had
been scheduled for March 29. The motion commits May’s
government to seek an extension until June 30 if Parliament
approves a UK-EU withdrawal deal next week.
Trump predicted that the situation eventually would work
itself out. The president said he and Varadkar discussed the
issue during their Oval Office meeting. Varadkar opposes
Britain’s EU exit and expressed concern about how such a
move would affect Northern Ireland.
“We talked about Brexit, something that’s turning out to be a
little more complex than they thought it would be,” Trump said
at an annual Capitol Hill luncheon for the Irish hosted by the
House speaker. “But it’ll all work out. Everything does. One way
or the other, it’s going to work out.”
Varadkar was returning to the White House for an
evening reception and the presentation of a bowl of
shamrocks to Trump. ■

In a key step toward unearthing the cause of the Ethiopian
Airlines crash, flight recorders from the shattered plane arrived
in France for analysis, although the agency in charge of the
review said it was unclear whether the data could be retrieved.
The decision to send the recorders to France was seen as a
rebuke to the United States, which held out longer than most
other countries in grounding the jets.
Boeing executives announced that they had paused delivery
of the Max, although the company planned to continue
building the jets while it weighs the effect of the grounding
on production.
In Addis Ababa, angry relatives of the 157 people who
were killed in the crash stormed out of a meeting with airline
officials, complaining that they were not getting enough
information.
The US Federal Aviation Administration grounded the planes,
saying regulators had new satellite evidence that showed the
movements of Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302 were similar to
those of Lion Air Flight 610. That flight crashed into the Java
Sea off Indonesia in October, killing 189 people.
The Max jets are likely to be idle for weeks while Boeing tries
to assure regulators around the world that the planes are safe.
At a minimum, aviation experts say, the plane maker will
need to finish updating software that might have played a role
in the Lion Air crash. Regulators will wait for more definitive
evidence of what caused both crashes. Some industry officials
think the plane maker and US regulators may be forced to
answer questions about the plane’s design. ■
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Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn during the Brexit debate in the House of Commons. - PA
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Corbyn, Labour hit by
referendum revolt

Unexploded bomb
found at airport

Labour’s divisions over Brexit were laid bare as four
MPs quit frontbench positions and a fifth resigned as
a shadow ministerial aide to vote against a second
referendum.

An unexploded wartime bomb has been found on a
disused airfield set to be a lorry park in the event of
a no-deal Brexit.
Kent Police were called to Manston Airport after reports
of the discovery.
Officers and British Army bomb disposal experts
attended and are continuing to assess the scene, a
police spokesman said.
As there is “no immediate threat to life”, the device would
be detonated over the next few days, according to the Ministry
of Defence.
The Government plans to use the disused airfield as a giant
HGV holding bay, if the UK leaves the EU without a Brexit deal,
to prevent traffic jams around Channel ferry ports.
In January a test of the site and how Operation Brock would
work was slammed after just 89 lorries took part.
But officials insisted the test run from Manston, near
Ramsgate, to Dover was a success and the numbers involved
were “sufficient” to test the logistics of the plan.
The idea could work alongside Operation Stack which sees
lorries queuing alongside the M20. ■

Shadow ministers Yvonne Fovargue, Emma Lewell-Buck and
Justin Madders, whip Stephanie Peacock and parliamentary
private secretary Ruth Smeeth all resigned over the issue.
Labour’s official policy is to keep the option of a second
referendum on the table and Jeremy Corbyn’s MPs had been
ordered to abstain when the issue was pushed to a vote in
the Commons.
But a total of 24 backed the call to delay Brexit in order to
hold a second referendum, with 17 opposing it.
Peacock resigned from the whips office, saying she wanted
to “respect the result of the 2016 vote” and her constituents in
Barnsley East would expect her to “honour that promise”.
Smeeth resigned as parliamentary private secretary to
Watson, saying she had a duty to “support the will of my
constituents” in Leave-supporting Stoke-on-Trent North.
Shadow communities minister Fovargue, shadow health
minister Madders and shadow children and families minister
Lewell-Buck also defied the whip.
The amendment, pushed by The Independent Group’s
Sarah Wollaston, was overwhelmingly defeated by 334 votes
to 85 as the bulk of the Labour Party stayed away from the
voting lobbies.
In her resignation letter, Peacock told Corbyn: “I was elected
on the Labour manifesto that pledged to respect the result of
the 2016 EU referendum. The people of Barnsley elected me
to honour that promise and that is what I did tonight.
“I felt in all good conscience I had to vote tonight to clearly
rule out any form of second referendum.
“I believe the people spoke in 2016 and we need to enact
their decision.” ■
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Armed police patrol outside a mosque in central Christchurch. - AP

Police bloack the road near the shooting at a mosque in Linwood, Christchurch. - AP
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At least 49 killed in
mosque shooting

Australian arrested
over mosque attack

An Australian man is among four people arrested over
the massacre of at least 49 people at two mosques in the
New Zealand city of Christchurch.

An Australian-born citizen has been taken into New
Zealand police custody over the Christchurch mosque
shooting, Prime Minister Scott Morrison says.

Brenton Tarrant grew up in Grafton in NSW and had said in his
own “manifesto” he had planned to carry out an attack for two
years and decided to target Christchurch three months ago.
Two other men and a woman were also arrested after at
least one gunman opened fire as hundreds of worshippers
gathered for Friday prayers.
One man, in his late 20s, had been charged with murder,
Police commissioner Mike Bush said.
Bush confirmed at least 49 people had been killed, while
car bombs were also disengaged by military personnel after
the shooting.
About another 40 were still in Christchurch hospital, ranging
from children to adults, being treated for gunshot wounds.
“It is clear that this can now only be described as a terrorist
attack,” New Zealand prime minister Jacinda Arden said.
“From what we know, it does appear to have been well
planned. Two explosive devices attached to suspects’ vehicles
have been found and they have been disarmed.”
The shooting is the deadliest in New Zealand history and
Ardern called it one of her country’s darkest days.
The country’s terrorism threat level has been raised from low
to high for the first time.
“We were not chosen for this act of violence because
we condone racism, because we are an enclave for
extremism,” she said.
“We were chosen for the very fact that we are none of those
things. Because we represent diversity, kindness, compassion.
A home for those who share our values. Refuge for those
who needs it.
“And those values will not and cannot be shaken by
this attack.” ■

Morrison met with Australian security agency officials in the
wake of the shooting which has claimed multiple lives.
“I can confirm that the individual who was taken into custody
I have been advised is an Australian-born citizen,” he said.
“Obviously that element of the investigation Australian
authorities are involved in.”
New Zealand police said they had arrested four people.
Earlier, Morrison said he was “horrified” by reports of the
shooting.
“I’m horrified by the reports I’m following of the serious
shooting in Christchurch, New Zealand,” Morrison tweeted.
“The situation is still unfolding but our thoughts and prayers
are with our Kiwi cousins.”
Labor leader Bill Shorten said Australia and New Zealand
are family.
“We grieve with our brothers and sisters today,” he said.
“We send our love and condolences, our sorrow and
solidarity in this terrible time of fear and pain and grief.”
Australian diplomats in New Zealand are seeking information
on whether any citizens were affected by the shooting.
“The Australian high commission in Wellington is making
urgent enquiries with local authorities to determine whether
any Australians have been affected,” a Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade spokesman said. ■
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One of the black box flight recorder from the crashed Ethiopian Airlines jet. - AP

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang. - AP
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Ethiopian pilot quickly
reported emergency

Beijing denies telling
firms to spy abroad

The pilot of the Ethiopian Airlines plane that crashed
requested permission “in a panicky voice” to return to
the airport shortly after takeoff, The New York Times
reports.

China’s No. 2 leader has denied Beijing tells its
companies to spy abroad, refuting US warnings that
Chinese technology suppliers might be a security risk.
Premier Li Keqiang’s comment at a news conference was the
communist government’s highest-level rejection of accusations
Chinese companies might spy on foreign customers.
Asked whether Beijing told Chinese companies to spy, Li
said, “Let me tell you explicitly that this is not consistent with
Chinese law. This is not how China behaves. We did not do that
and will not do that in the future.”
The United States and some other governments have
imposed curbs on use of technology from Chinese vendors
including Huawei Technologies Ltd. as possible security risks.
Huawei, the biggest global maker of network gear for phone
and internet companies, has denied accusations it facilitates
Chinese spying.
Huawei’s founder said he would reject government
requests to disclose confidential information about
foreign customers. ■

The report cites “a person who reviewed air traffic
communications” from the crashed flight saying controllers
noticed the plane was moving up and down by hundreds of
feet, with its speed appearing unusually fast.
An airline spokesman has said the pilot was given permission
to return. But the plane crashed minutes later outside Addis
Ababa, killing all 157 on board.
French authorities now have the plane’s flight data and voice
recorders for analysis.
In Ethiopia, officials have started taking DNA samples from
victims’ family members to assist in identifying remains.
Countries including the United States have grounded the
Boeing 737 Max 8. ■
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Police are seen at Brougham and Strickland Streets following a shooting at the Masjid Al

- PA

Noor mosque in Christchurch, New Zealand. - AAP
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May condemns NZ
mosque massacre

Tariff plans revealed in
case of no-deal Brexit

Prime Minister Theresa May has led the UK
condemnation of the Christchurch mosque shootings
that killed 40 people.

Britain’s no-deal Brexit tariff plans aim to protect
low-paid workers from finding it “very hard to feed
themselves,” according to a minister.

In a tweet she sent “deepest condolences to the people of New
Zealand after the horrifying terrorist attack in Christchurch”.
She added: “My thoughts are with all of those affected by this
sickening act of violence.”
Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt said: “Our hearts go out to
the people of New Zealand following the news of this terrible
act in Christchurch.
“ NZ is one of the most peaceful, peace-loving and generous
nations in the world.
“Your friends in the UK stand with you today in deepest
sympathy.”
Home Secretary Sajid Javid tweeted he was “absolutely
heartbroken to hear about this attack on peaceful
worshippers”.
Javid added: “We stand with New Zealand and Muslims
across the world against all forms of racism and antiMuslim hatred. We will not let extremists divide us
#ChristchurchAttack.
“A horrific terror attack. We will never let the terrorists win
and divide our communities. My thoughts and prayers with the
victims and families of all those affected.”
Indonesia’s foreign minister Retno Marsudi said: “Indonesia
strongly condemns this shooting act, especially at a place of
worship while a Friday prayer was ongoing.”
Indonesia, the world’s biggest Muslim-majority country,
said six nationals were inside the mosque when the attack
occurred, with three managing to escape and three still
unaccounted for. ■

International Trade Minister George Hollingbery said the
proposed new rates on imported goods were designed to
be right for both producers and consumers, amid concerns
over the impact on farmers due to the lack of protection
on certain products.
Hollingbery added food is a “very real cost every single
day” for the lowest earners in the country, with the measures
designed to help by seeking to avoid soaring inflation on key
food products.
Under the Government’s plans, tariffs will be put for the
first time on a range of EU imports, including cars and food
products like beef, chicken, lamb, pork, butter and “Cheddarlike” cheese.
A 10.6 per cent levy on “finished vehicles” could add £1500
to the cost of a typical family hatchback.
But car parts are zero-rated to avoid disruption to
supply chains.
Tariffs will be slashed or eliminated on a wide range of
imports from outside the EU, potentially lowering prices on
goods from countries like the US and China.
The measures, described by ministers as a “modest
liberalisation” of the UK’s tariff regime, would remain in place
for up to 12 months after a no-deal Brexit.
Speaking in the Commons, Labour MP Adrian Bailey
(West Bromwich West) said: “The National Farmers’ Union
is profoundly concerned about the fact that they only have
two weeks to prepare for the new tariff regime, particularly in
view of the fact that cereals and egg producers will have no
protection whatsoever.
“What discussions has the minister had with the appropriate
ministers in other departments to ensure support and
compensation for those farmers?” ■
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Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern. - AAP

Former prime minister Malcolm Turnbull. - AAP
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Ardern labels mosque
attack as terrorism

Turnbull issues warning
ahead of state election

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern says it is now clear the
attack on two mosques in Christchurch could only be
described as a terrorist attack, and New Zealand’s threat
level had been raised from low to high.

Malcolm Turnbull has warned against the “idiocy” of a
fresh internal brawl in the federal coalition over coalfired power, saying it’s damaging the NSW conservative
government’s chances of re-election.

“It is with extreme sadness that I tell you that as of 7pm
tonight (local time) we believe that 40 people have lost their
lives,” she said.
“Ten people have lost their lives in this act of extreme
violence at Linwood mosque … a further 30 have lost their lives
at the Deans Avenue Mosque.
“It does appear to have been well planned. Two explosive
devices attached to suspects’ vehicles have been found and
they have been disarmed.”
She said of the four suspects arrested, three were connected
to the attack and at least one had stated he was Australianborn. His nationality was something Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison also confirmed.
“These are people that I would describe as having extremist
views, that have absolutely no place in New Zealand and in fact
have no place in the world,” Ardern said.
“While we have no reason to believe at this stage that there
are any other suspects we are not assuming that at this stage.
Earlier, Ardern said there was “no place in New Zealand
for such acts of extreme violence” after the shootings at two
mosques in Christchurch.
The PM said it was “clear this one of New Zealand’s
darkest days”.
Police have stated that they have four offenders in custody
after the attack.
“Clearly what has happened here is an extraordinary and
unprecedented act of violence,” Ardern said.
“Many of those who will have been directly affected by this
shooting will be migrants, they will be refugees here. They have
chosen to make New Zealand their home and it is their home.
They are us. ■

The former Liberal prime minister said infighting over energy
as well as leadership tensions in the Nationals were hurting
NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian’s hopes of winning.
“You haven’t worked out how damaging it is? Clearly, all
of the distraction from the feds is unhelpful. That’s obvious,”
he said.
Divisions in the Morrison government have re-emerged
in the past week, with pro-coal MPs pushing for the federal
government to fund a new power station in Queensland.
Turnbull said new coal-fired power generation in Australia
would not come cheap.
“The cheapest form of new energy in Australia, if you’re
talking about dispatchable power, is a combination of
renewable power, wind and solar, with zero marginal cost
generation, plus storage,” he said.
“We have the means to get to zero emission or near zero
emission in Australia but you need to plan it.
“You’ve got to have engineering and economics rather
than ideology and idiocy and, regrettably, there’s quite a
lot of that around.”
Asked about Turnbull’s comments, Finance Minister Mathias
Cormann said: “It’s good to see Malcolm help to win the
election in New South Wales.”
Cormann dismissed rumours he would depart politics if the
Morrison government wasn’t re-elected at the federal poll.
“I’m very bemused by all of these reports. I am absolutely in it
for the long haul,” he said.
“The Labor party might want to see the back of me but no
such luck. Wishful thinking by the Labor Party.” ■
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