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Gillibrand joins 2020 race

May warns UK may never leave

Kiwis welcome tighter gun laws

The large crop of Democrats who
want to be president has grown, with
New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
changing her status from exploring a
2020 White House run to becoming a
full-fledged candidate. She’d spent more
than a month visiting states to gauge
support for a campaign, so voters likely
considered her already in the race.

Theresa May could duck a third
Commons showdown on her Withdrawal
Agreement, resulting in a long delay to
Brexit unless Tory rebels fall in line.
Cabinet ministers said another vote
on the deal would not be held unless
the Prime Minister was confident of
overturning last week’s overwhelming
defeat. The PM said that if MPs did not
back her deal “we will not leave the EU for
many months, if ever”.

The New Zealand leader’s promise of
tightened gun laws in the wake of the
Christchurch mosque shootings has
been widely welcomed by a stunned
population. Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said her Cabinet would consider
the details of the change on Monday. She
has said options include a ban on private
ownership of semi-automatic rifles that
were used with devastating effect in
Christchurch.

Deadly deluge forces evacuations

Corbyn says Labour is united

You’ll be safe, police chief vows

Rescuers have used boats and large
vehicles to evacuate residents in parts of
the Midwest where a deluge of rainwater
and snowmelt overwhelmed creeks and
rivers. The scramble to move people out
of harm’s way was expected to subside
going into the new week, as rivers and
creeks in flooded eastern Nebraska and
western Iowa are expected to crest.
That left officials downstream looking to
prepare for likely flooding.

Jeremy Corbyn has insisted Labour
are a “happy family” despite his deputy
Tom Watson setting up his own group
of MPs to discuss policy. The leader of
the opposition brushed off claims his
party is divided after the Future Britain
Group held its first meeting in Parliament
last week. Watson said it was aimed at
uniting social democrats within Labour,
but supporters of Corbyn have accused
Watson of trying to undermine his boss.

A heavy police presence around the
country will ensure New Zealanders’
safety after the Christchurch terror
attacks, Police Commissioner Mike Bush
says. “We have in excess of 200 police
staff [in Christchurch] doing a number of
roles,” he said. Bush said he was working
with top police on deployment, “to deploy
them in a way that allows people to feel
safe to go about their business”.
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Lombok landslide kills tourists

Paris cleans up after latest riots

PM mourns mosque victims

A moderately strong earthquake has
triggered a landslide that hit a popular
waterfall on Indonesia’s Lombok island,
killing at least two people and injuring
dozens. The US Geological Survey
said the magnitude 5.5 quake struck
at a depth of 23km (15 miles). The
earthquake was felt across the island,
panicking residents still recovering from a
major quake last August that killed more
than 300 people.

Paris has cleaned up one of the world’s
most glamorous avenues after rioting
by part of the dwindling yellow vest
protest movement. Luxury stores,
restaurants and banks on the ChampsElysees assessed damage after they
were ransacked or blackened by
life-threatening fires, as tourists took
pictures, shop owners repaired broken
windows, and city workers scrubbed
away graffiti.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison and his
wife have joined politicians and religious
figures in the heart of Sydney for an
interfaith service following the massacre
in Christchurch. Morrison arrived at St
Mary’s Cathedral in the city along with
the Grand Mufti of Australia Ibrahim
Abu Mohammed, NSW Premier Gladys
Berejiklian and New Zealand Consul
General to Australia Bill Dobbie for the
service of remembrance.

Afghan troops killed in attack

Serbian president stands firm

Howard attacks preference deal

Afghan officials say the Taliban have
attacked checkpoints in the northern
Faryab province, killing at least 22 Afghan
forces. Mohammad Tahir Rahmani, head
of provincial council, said the insurgents
launched the attack against checkpoints
manned by police and pro-government
militias, setting off a fierce gun battle that
lasted into Sunday morning. The army
sent in reinforcements, who were among
those killed.

Serbia’s president has pledged to defend
the country’s law and order a day after
opposition supporters stormed the
national TV station protesting what they
said is his autocratic rule. As Aleksandar
Vucic held a news conference in the
presidency building in downtown
Belgrade, thousands of opposition
supporters gathered in front demanding
his resignation. Skirmishes with riot
police were reported.

Former Australian prime minister John
Howard has taken a swipe at NSW Labor
amid criticism over the party’s move to
preference the Shooters, Fishers and
Farmers. Howard said the preference
decision demonstrated “Labor will do
anything to buy a vote, and it’s a reason
not to reward that kind of attitude”. The
Shooters have argued for a repeal of the
1996 National Gun Control Agreement.
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New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand. – AP

Floodwaters force the closure of a road in Omaha, Nebraska. – AP

NORTH AMERICA

NORTH AMERICA

Gillibrand officially joins
2020 presidential race

Deadly deluge forces
evacuations

The large crop of Democrats who want to be president
has grown, with New York Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
changing her status from exploring a 2020 White House
run to becoming a full-fledged candidate.

Rescuers have used boats and large vehicles to evacuate
residents in parts of the Midwest where a deluge of
rainwater and snowmelt overwhelmed creeks and rivers.
The scramble to move people out of harm’s way was expected
to subside going into the new week, as rivers and creeks in
flooded eastern Nebraska and western Iowa were expected to
crest. That left officials downstream looking to prepare for likely
flooding.
Missouri Governor Mike Parson had already met emergency
management team members to review and update floodresponse plans, and the Missouri Highway Patrol was
preparing additional equipment and putting swift water
rescue personnel on standby. The Missouri National Guard
also temporarily relocated the 139th Airlift Wing’s C-130s
from Rosecrans Air National Guard Base in St. Joseph as a
precaution.
The National Weather Service said the Missouri River at St
Joseph reached nearly 26 feet on Saturday, about a foot below
what’s considered major flooding at the northwest Missouri
city. But it’s expected to crest Wednesday or Thursday at 29.3
feet – more than two feet above major flooding level.
Evacuation efforts in eastern Nebraska and some spots in
western Iowa were hampered by reports of levee breaches
and washouts of bridges and roads, including part of
Nebraska Highway 92, leading in and out of southwest Omaha.
Authorities confirmed that a bridge on that highway that
crosses the Elkhorn River had been washed out.
In Fremont, west of Omaha, the Dodge County Sheriff’s
Office issued a mandatory evacuation for some residents after
floodwaters broke through a levee along the Platte River. And
in Mills County, Iowa, authorities ordered people in some rural
areas to evacuate after the Missouri River overtopped levees.
The flooding followed days of snow and rain – record-setting,
in some places – that swept through the West and Midwest. ■

She’d spent more than a month visiting states to gauge
support for a campaign, so voters likely considered her already
in the race.
Not yet in, but perhaps close is former Vice President Joe
Biden, who told Delaware Democrats that he has “the most
progressive record of anybody running”. He quickly corrected
himself, clarifying that he meant to say “anybody who would
run,” then added, “I didn’t mean it” while a cheering crowd in
his home state nearly drowned him out.
Biden has been known to go off script, so it not clear
whether his remark could turn out to be a case of accidentally
telling the truth.
But Senator Chris Coons, who was at the Delaware
Democrats’ dinner, said he was “very optimistic that Joe Biden
will soon formally announce his campaign for the presidency”.
Another hopeful, Mayor Pete Buttigieg of South Bend,
Indiana, said he has met a fundraising threshold to participate
in this summer’s debates. He said he has received donations
from more than 65,000 individual donors.
The Democratic National Committee said last month up
to 20 candidates can qualify for the debates by collecting
donations from at least 65,000 individuals, with at least 200
unique donors in at least 20 states. They also can qualify by
reaching 1 per cent support in at least three national or early
primary state polls.
In an email to supporters, Buttigieg said “we weren’t even
close” to 65,000 donors when the party announced the
requirement, but that more than 76,000 people had now
donated.
The debates will be held in June and July. ■

3

March 17 (GMT) – March 18 (AEST), 2018

Prime Minister Theresa May. - PA

Caption here…

EUROPE

EUROPE

May: back my deal or we
may never leave

Corbyn insists Labour
is united

Theresa May could duck a third Commons showdown on
her Withdrawal Agreement, resulting in a long delay to
Brexit unless Tory rebels fall in line.

Jeremy Corbyn has insisted Labour are a “happy family”
despite his deputy Tom Watson setting up his own group
of MPs to discuss policy.

Cabinet ministers said another vote on the deal would not be
held unless the Prime Minister was confident of overturning
last week’s overwhelming defeat.
Unless the 149-vote humiliation can be reversed, May would
be forced to seek a lengthy extension to the Article 50 process,
with the UK required to elect MEPs in May, Chancellor Philip
Hammond said.
The Prime Minister herself has warned of what Westminster
insiders have dubbed a “Hotel California” Brexit where the UK
can never leave.
She said that if MPs did not back her deal before Thursday’s
European Council summit “we will not leave the EU for many
months, if ever”.
It would be a “potent symbol of Parliament’s collective
political failure” if a delay to Brexit meant the UK was forced to
elect MEPs in May almost three years after voting to leave, May
said.
As part of the effort to put pressure on Tory hardliners and
the DUP to shift position and support the deal, Hammond and
International Trade Secretary Liam Fox made clear that the
Prime Minister might not even risk a third defeat on her deal
after the 230-vote loss in January and last week’s 149-vote
reverse.
“We will only bring the deal back if we are confident that
enough of our colleagues and the DUP are prepared to
support it so that we can get it through Parliament,” said
Hammond.
“We are not just going to keep presenting it if we haven’t
moved the dial.”
He said a “significant number” of MPs had changed their
minds because the alternatives to May’s deal were “so
unpalatable” to them, but he acknowledged it remained a
“work in progress” to secure enough votes. ■

The leader of the opposition brushed off claims his party is
divided after the Future Britain Group held its first meeting in
Parliament last week.
Watson said it was aimed at uniting social democrats within
Labour, but supporters of Corbyn have accused Watson of
trying to undermine his boss following a number of high-profile
interventions, including on anti-Semitism.
Asked about it on Sky News, Corbyn said: “I welcome any
discussion about party policy and how we go forward.”
He said Labour’s 2017 election manifesto was “groundbreaking”, and suggested the Future Britain Group was part of
an ongoing project, with the party working to put “more detail
into it”.
Corbyn added: “Tom wants to discuss these issues with
Members of Parliament, that’s absolutely fine.”
He said he has set up “a series of seminars for members of
the shadow cabinet and their frontbench teams” to discuss
developing policy, and pointed to the “economic round
tables” being held around the UK by shadow chancellor John
McDonnell.
Asked therefore if the party was a “happy family”, Corbyn
replied: “Labour is a very happy family, because we’re
absolutely determined to take the fight to the Tories.
“To get a society where we do genuinely care for each other,
we don’t walk on by when people are sleeping homeless on
our streets.” ■
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New Zealanders welcome
tighter gun laws

You’ll be safe, police
chief vows

The New Zealand leader’s promise of tightened gun laws
in the wake of the Christchurch mosque shootings has
been widely welcomed by a stunned population.

A heavy police presence around the country will ensure
New Zealanders’ safety after the Christchurch terror
attacks, Police Commissioner Mike Bush says.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said her Cabinet would consider
the details of the change on Monday. She has said options
include a ban on private ownership of semi-automatic rifles
that were used with devastating effect in Christchurch and a
government-funded buyback of newly outlawed guns.
Christchurch gun owner Max Roberts predicted Ardern won’t
face serious opposition to her in-principle agenda.
Elliot Dawson survived the shooting at Christchurch’s
Linwood mosque by hiding in a bathroom. She hopes New
Zealand follows Australia’s lead on gun control.
In Australia, a virtual ban on private ownership of semiautomatic rifles and a government-funded gun buyback cut the
size of the country’s civilian arsenal by almost a third.
The ban followed a 1996 massacre in which a lone gunman
used assault rifles to kill 35 people in Tasmania state in 1996.
“Personally, I don’t think guns should be legal at all,” Dawson
said. “New Zealand is not America. America is a totally different
situation … here, I don’t think we need them at all.”
At a news conference, Arden used some of her strongest
language yet about gun control, saying that laws need to
change and “they will change”.
New Zealand has fewer restrictions on rifles or shotguns
than many countries, while handguns are more tightly
controlled.
Ardern declined to discuss more details until she had talked
to her Cabinet.
Friday’s mass shootings in Christchurch killed 50 people.
The accused gunman, an Australian, will be charged and
prosecuted in New Zealand, Arden said.
“He will certainly face the justice system of New Zealand for
the terrorist attack that he has been committed here,” she said.
She also signalled that if convicted, he would serve his
sentence in New Zealand. ■

At a press conference in Wellington, Bush reiterated Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern’s statement that victims’ bodies would
begin to be returned to their families this evening, a process
that would hopefully be completed by Wednesday.
“We have in excess of 200 police staff (in Christchurch) doing
a number of roles,” he said.
“We have medical forensic staff, highly trained police staff,
all working to enable the chief coroner to have this process
commenced and completed as soon as possible out of respect
for their loved ones.”
Bush said he was working with top police on deployment,
“to deploy them in a way that allows people to feel safe to go
about their business”.
He said he wanted to inform New Zealand about what would
happen in the coming days, as a new week begins.
“You will see a highly visible police presence on the streets,
around your businesses, around your schools and even in the
air, right across the country. So, you will be safe going about
doing what you want to do tomorrow.”
He addressed media about the police response time in
Christchurch.
“I can tell you that within six minutes of police being called on
111 ... armed police staff were on the scene. Within 10 minutes
the armed offenders’ squad were on the scene and within 36
minutes we had that mobile offender in our custody.
“This was a very, very quick response. The people and the
public should be assured that we train for this hoping that we
never, ever have to respond.”
Bush said the investigation was ongoing, that it was
confirmed the offender used a semi-automatic weapon,
but that police were still working on figuring out who sold it to
him. ■
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The Tiu Kelep waterfall near Mount Rinjani, Lombok. – 123RF

Afghan National Army soldiers stand guard at a checkpoint in Kabul. – AP

Rest Of The World

Rest Of The World

Lombok landslide kills
tourists

Afghan troops killed in
Taliban attack

A moderately strong earthquake has triggered a
landslide that hit a popular waterfall on Indonesia’s
Lombok island, killing at least two people and injuring
dozens.

Afghan officials say the Taliban have attacked
checkpoints in the northern Faryab province, killing at
least 22 Afghan forces.
Mohammad Tahir Rahmani, head of provincial council, said the
insurgents launched the attack against checkpoints manned
by police and pro-government militias, setting off a fierce
gun battle that lasted into Sunday morning. The army sent in
reinforcements, who were among those killed.
He says another 20 Afghan forces were wounded in the
attack.
The Taliban effectively control nearly half the country and
launch near-daily attacks on Afghan security forces.
Earlier, around Afghan 100 soldiers fled their posts and tried
to cross into neighboring Turkmenistan during a week-long
battle with the Taliban.
Mohammad Naser Nazari, a provincial council member
in the western Badghis province, said the soldiers were not
allowed to cross the border and their fate remained unknown.
The Taliban had posted pictures of captured soldiers on social
media.
Jamshid Shahabi, the provincial governor’s spokesman,
says 16 soldiers had been killed during the ongoing battle, in
which the military carried out several airstrikes and dispatched
reinforcements. He said a number of soldiers tried to flee,
without providing an exact number.
The Taliban effectively control nearly half the country and
attack Afghan security forces on a daily basis. ■

The US Geological Survey said the magnitude 5.5 quake struck
at a depth of 23km (15 miles).
The earthquake was felt across the island, panicking
residents still recovering from a major quake last August that
killed more than 300 people and left thousands homeless.
The quake triggered a landslide from Mount Rinjani and
hit dozens of tourists at the Tiu Kelep waterfall located in the
foothills of the active volcano, said Sutopo Purwo Nugroho,
Indonesia’s National Disaster Mitigation Agency spokesman.
Two Malaysians, including a 14-year-old boy, were killed in
the landslide, Nugroho said.
He said rescuers managed to evacuate 22 Malaysians and
14 Indonesians from the waterfall site, and 50 others – mostly
local surveyors from government institutions, the military and
the police – from the mountainous area.
Forty-four people were injured in the quake, including eight
Malaysians, Nugroho said. About 500 homes were damaged,
including 32 that were flattened.
Indonesia sits on the “Pacific Ring of Fire” and has frequent
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. ■
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Yellow Vest protesters on the Champs-Elysees. – AP

Riot police clash with protesters in Belgrade. – AP
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Paris cleans up after
latest riots

Serbian president stands
firm as protests grow

Paris has cleaned up one of the world’s most glamorous
avenues after rioting by part of the dwindling yellow vest
protest movement.

Serbia’s president has pledged to defend the country’s
law and order a day after opposition supporters stormed
the national TV station protesting what they said is his
autocratic rule.

Luxury stores, restaurants and banks on the Champs-Elysees
assessed damage after they were ransacked or blackened by
life-threatening fires, as tourists took pictures, shop owners
repaired broken windows, and city workers scrubbed away
graffiti.
Images of the damage – including from a bank fire that
engulfed a residential building and threatened a mother and
child’s life – shocked France and seemed to further erode
public support for the fizzling four-month-old movement.
“This is disgusting. I used to have support for them, but
they have gone too far. A mother and baby nearly died … This
isn’t protest – this is criminal,” said Alice Giraud, a 42-yearold musician from Marseille and mother of two, who was
inspecting a burnt out kiosk on the Champs-Elysees that still
reeked of smoke.
Others blamed the violence on a hardcore group of violent
yellow vest demonstrators that Interior Minister Christophe
Castaner said comprised a mere 1500 individuals that came
into Paris just to smash things up.
“The yellow vest protests are dying … They are basically
getting smaller as time goes on, and the thugs are angry about
that so they are expressing it in violence,” said Julien, 32-year
old a baker from Paris, who wouldn’t give his last name.
Some 10,000 people participated in Saturday’s Paris
protest, according to France’s Interior Ministry, up from the
3000 recorded the weekend before. Around the country, the
ministry estimated that it was up from last week – at 32,300,
compared with 28,600.
However, it was far from the 250,000 yellow vest
demonstrators who protested in December – and a fraction
of the 145,000 people who took part in peaceful climate
marches on Saturday around France, according to the
ministry’s figures. ■

As Aleksandar Vucic held a news conference in the presidency
building in downtown Belgrade, thousands of opposition
supporters gathered in front demanding his resignation.
Skirmishes with riot police were reported, including officers
firing tear gas against the protesters who have pledged to form
a human chain around the presidency to prevent Vucic from
leaving the building. Police said they were attacked and the
interior minister said the protest leaders must be “processed”
as soon as possible.
The crowd chanted “he is finished!” which was the slogan of
the October 2000 uprising that led to the ouster of the late
Serbian strongman Slobodan Milosevic.
During his televised address, Vucic repeatedly branded
opposition leaders as “fascists, hooligans and thieves”.
“There will be no more violence,” Vucic said. “Serbia is a
democratic country, a country of law and order and Serbia will
know how to respond.”
“If they break in here, I will wait for them,” said Vucic, who
tried to downplay the protesters’ numbers, insisting only about
1000 people had gathered.
“They think they have the right, 1000 of them, to determine
the fate of the country,” Vucic said.
Riot police on Saturday night removed hundreds of
people, including opposition leaders, who stormed the TV
headquarters to denounce the broadcaster, whose reporting
they consider highly biased.
This was the first major incident after months of peaceful
protests against the populist leader. The demonstrators are
demanding his resignation, fair elections and a free media.
The protests began after an opposition politician was
attacked in November. A former extreme nationalist, Vucic now
says he wants to lead Serbia into the European Union. ■
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Prime Minister Scott Morrison and wife Jenny Morrison at the Interfaith service. – AAP

Former Australian prime minister John Howard. – AAP

AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIA

PM attends service for
mosque victims

Howard attacks Labor
preference deal

Prime Minister Scott Morrison and his wife have joined
politicians and religious figures in the heart of Sydney
for an interfaith service following the massacre in
Christchurch.

Former Australian prime minister John Howard has taken
a swipe at NSW Labor amid criticism over the party’s
move to preference the Shooters, Fishers and Farmers.
Howard said the preference decision demonstrated “Labor will
do anything to buy a vote, and it’s a reason not to reward that
kind of attitude”.
The Shooters have argued for a repeal of the 1996 National
Gun Control Agreement and, if Labor were to win the state
election it would put “enormous pressure” on the party to
water down the laws, Howard said.
“And that would be at a great cost to community safety.”
Leader of the Opposition Michael Daley gave an “unequivocal
and ironclad guarantee” that the state’s gun laws would not be
weakened if he’s elected premier on Saturday.
“Win, lose or draw I will not ever support the weakening of
gun laws in NSW,” Daley said.
He later told reporters a change to NSW gun laws would only
occur if the coalition and the Shooters combined to weaken
them.
He said he had not personally spoken with the Shooters,
and preference deals were decided by Labor’s head office, not
politicians.
He ruled out forming a formal coalition with the Shooters, or
any other party, but wouldn’t rule out relying on them to form a
minority government.
“Well let’s see about that when we get to it,” Daley said.
Premier Gladys Berejiklian called on the opposition leader to
cut ties with the Shooters, saying Labor’s preference deal with
the minor party legitimised its cause.
“It concerns me because it legitimises a party, being the
Shooters, who support the reduction or dilution of our gun
laws,” Berejiklian said.
“I don’t stand for that, I never have and I never will, and I
think the Labor leader and his party need to make the same
call.” ■

Morrison arrived at St Mary’s Cathedral in the city along with
the Grand Mufti of Australia Ibrahim Abu Mohammed, NSW
Premier Gladys Berejiklian and New Zealand Consul General to
Australia Bill Dobbie for the service of remembrance.
Fifty people died in the attack on two mosques on New
Zealand’s South Island and at least 50 people were wounded.
Members of the public “from any denomination” were invited
to attend and were joined by representatives from the Catholic,
Anglican, Muslim, Coptic and Jewish faiths.
Catholic Archbishop of Sydney Reverend Anthony Fisher told
the congregation they stood together “in solidarity with our
Muslim brothers and sisters, in their grief, horror and disgust”.
This solidarity is built on an “insistence on our common
humanity; it is awareness of our common vulnerability as
individuals but our strength when we stand together,” Fisher
said.
The Grand Mufti said the perpetrator of the attack “will not
divide us”.
Dobbie said New Zealand did not stand alone, but together
with Australia, for the values of kindness, diversity and
compassion.
Mohammed thanked those gathered at the church in the
name of the Muslim communities in Australia and New Zealand
and in the name of the victims “to help us to heal from this
great pain”.
Other public figures including the Governor of NSW David
Hurley, Deputy Opposition Leader Tanya Plibersek, NSW
Opposition Leader Michael Daley and Sydney Lord Mayor
Clover Moore were also in attendance.
Both the Australian and New Zealand national anthems were
sung during the service. ■
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