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Divides on display in debate

Boris to talk Brexit with Juncker

History keeps Assange locked up

Joe Biden parried attack after attack
from liberal rivals on everything from
health care to immigration in a debate
that showcased profound ideological
divides between the Democratic Party’s
moderate and progressive wings.
The prime-time debate also elevated
several struggling candidates, giving
them a chance to introduce themselves
to millions of Americans who are just
beginning to follow the race.

Boris Johnson is to hold talks with
European Commission president JeanClaude Juncker as he continues his
efforts to find a new Brexit deal. The
Prime Minister will travel to Luxembourg
on Monday for his first meeting with
Juncker since entering Number 10 in
July, Downing Street said. Number 10
sources played down the prospect of
an imminent breakthrough however,
insisting there was still “a long way to go”.

Julian Assange has been told he will
stay in prison after the custody period
finishes on his current jail term because
of his “history of absconding”. In June,
then home secretary Sajid Javid signed
an order allowing Assange to be
extradited to the US over computerhacking allegations. A 50-week jail term
was then imposed in the UK after he
had previously jumped bail by going into
hiding in the Ecuadorian embassy in
London.

NORTH AMERICA

UK

NEW ZEALAND

Trump vows ‘substantial’ tax cut

Heathrow drone protest fails

Ardern unveils guns crackdown

President Donald Trump has sought
to boost the spirits of Republican
lawmakers, mocking Democrats and
promising a new tax cut package. Trump
spoke to House Republicans attending an
annual retreat in a hotel on Baltimore’s
waterfront. Protesters gathered nearby.
But inside, the president found a friendly
audience of legislators whose political
futures are closely tied to how well he
performs in next year’s election. They
greeted him a chant of “four more years.”

A drone protest at Heathrow Airport
failed to take off after some of the
toys appeared to be prevented from
working by what the climate change
activists suspect were signal jammers.
Environmental protest group Heathrow
Pause, a splinter group of the Extinction
Rebellion movement but separate from
it, had intended to fly the devices in the
5km exclusion zone around the transport
hub in an attempt to disrupt flights.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern has
appealed to gun users to support
a new tranche of reforms that will
transform firearm ownership and use
in New Zealand. Six months after the
Christchurch mosque shootings, Ardern
unveiled a massive crackdown designed
to prevent any repeat. Kiwis will be asked
to register every firearm their own, renew
their licence twice as often, and could
face hikes in licensing costs.

1

September 13 (GMT) – September 14 (AEST), 2019

Your daily Top 12 stories from Frank News
Full stories start on page 6

rest of the world

EUROPE

AUSTRALIA

Hospital blaze claims 10 lives

Transport strike paralyses Paris

Extra funds for bushfire victims

The death toll in a hospital fire that
forced the evacuation of patients in
Rio de Janeiro has risen to at least 10,
Brazilian firefighters say. Four firefighters
were hospitalised after battling the
overnight blaze at Badim Hospital and
about 90 patients were transferred to at
least seven other hospitals, according to
the fire department. Television images
showed medical workers tending to
patients sitting in wheelchairs with IV
poles beside them in the street.

The biggest strike to hit Paris public
transport in more than a decade has
disrupted tourists’ plans and forced
commuters to work from home or find
alternative ways to reach the office.
Unions are protesting against plans
for a sweeping pension reform by
French President Emmanuel Macron’s
government. Paris public transport
company RATP said 10 metro lines were
closed and several others were severely
disrupted.

Bushfire-affected people in New South
Wales and Queensland will be eligible
for additional financial assistance to help
them get back on their feet. The Disaster
Recovery Allowance was activated as
Prime Minister Scott Morrison toured
devastated communities in southeast
Queensland. Morrison viewed homes hit
by fires at Binna Burra in the Lamington
National Park and visited emergency
service crews at Canungra, west of the
Gold Coast.

rest of the world

EUROPE
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Dozen drown in India capsize

Three dead as Spain rains hit

Mosque gunman trial delayed

At least 12 Hindu worshippers drowned
when their boat capsized during
a religious celebration on a lake in
central India, rescuers said. Six people
swam ashore from the lake in Bhopal,
the capital of Madhya Pradesh state,
and a search was on for one missing
person, said state-run National Disaster
Response Force spokesman Krishan
Kumar. Kumar said 12 people were
recovered from the lake.

Record rainfall flooding towns and
washing away vehicles in southeastern
Spain has claimed another victim,
bringing the weather-related death toll
to three, authorities say. The town hall of
the city of Almeria, on the Mediterranean
coast, said a person was trapped in a
car when it drove into a flooded tunnel
on Friday morning. Police were able to
rescue two other people traveling in the
car.

The trial of the accused Christchurch
mosque gunman has been delayed by
a month. Brenton Tarrant, a 28-year-old
Australian national, was due to stand
trial in the High Court at Christchuch on
May, 4, 2020. It was a date that troubled
victims of the attacks as it fell in the
middle of Islam’s holy month Ramadan,
when many Muslims fast. The Crown
asked the court to delay the trial; a
request unopposed by the defendant’s
lawyers.
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The Democratic candidates on stage before the debate. – AP

President Donald Trump. – AP

NORTH AMERICA

NORTH AMERICA

Divides on display in
Democrats’ debate

Trump touts ‘substantial’
new tax cut

Joe Biden parried attack after attack from liberal
rivals on everything from health care to immigration
in a debate that showcased profound ideological
divides between the Democratic Party’s moderate and
progressive wings.

President Donald Trump has sought to boost the spirits
of Republican lawmakers, mocking Democrats and
promising a new tax cut package.
Trump spoke to House Republicans attending an annual
retreat in a hotel on Baltimore’s waterfront. Protesters
gathered nearby. But inside, the president found a friendly
audience of legislators whose political futures are closely tied
to how well he performs in next year’s election. They greeted
him a chant of “four more years.”
Trump obliquely addressed his earlier insults against
Baltimore, promising Republicans would “fight for the future of
cities like Baltimore that have been destroyed by decades of
failed and corrupt rule.”
He said crushing regulations, crippling taxes and
“unrestricted migration” have undermined law enforcement
and devastated America’s inner cities. “We’re going to have to
step up and doing something about it because we can’t allow
that to happen to our great cities,” he said.
Trump had lashed out at Baltimore in a series of July tweets
critical of Democratic Rep. Elijah Cummings, who represents
the city’s majority-black 7th Congressional District. Cummings
also chairs the House oversight panel conducting numerous
investigations of the administration’s policies and work.
Earlier, Trump emphasized some of the biggest wins of
his presidency, such as boosting military spending, slashing
regulations and expanding a program that gives veterans the
option to see private doctors outside the Veterans Affairs
medical system. He touted the $1.5 trillion tax cut package
passed in 2017 and promised to deliver another tax cut
proposal next year.
“We are working on a tax cut for the middle-income people
that is going to be very, very inspirational. It’s going to be
something that I think it’s what everyone’s really looking for,”
Trump said. “It will be a very, very substantial tax cut for middleincome folks, who work so hard.” ■

The prime-time debate also elevated several struggling
candidates, giving them a chance to introduce themselves to
millions of Americans who are just beginning to follow the race.
Biden dominated significant parts of the evening, responding
strongly when the liberal senators who are his closet rivals –
Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren – assailed him.
Unlike prior debates, where Biden struggled for words and
seemed surprised by criticism from fellow Democrats, he
largely delivered crisp, aggressive responses. He called Sanders
“a socialist,” a label that could remind voters of the senator’s
embrace of democratic socialism. And Biden slapped at
Elizabeth Warren’s proposed wealth tax.
A two-term vice president under Barack Obama, Biden
unequivocally defended his former boss, who came under
criticism from some candidates for deporting immigrants and
not going far enough on health care reform.
“I stand with Barack Obama all eight years, good bad and
indifferent,” Biden declared.
His vulnerabilities surfaced, however, in the final minutes of
the debate, when he was pressed on a decades-old statement
regarding school integration. Biden rambled in talking about
his support of teachers, the lack of resources for educators
and at one point seemed to encourage parents to play records
for their children to expand their vocabulary before segueing
into talk of Latin America.
Polls show a strong majority of voters believe the country is
headed in the wrong direction under the first-term president’s
leadership. But nine months into their nomination fight,
divided Democrats have yet to answer fundamental questions
about who or what the party stands for beyond simply
opposing President Donald Trump. ■
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Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson poses for a selfie with a member of the public

Police monitor traffic for climate change activists from Heathrow Pause. – PA

during a visit to Doncaster in Northern England. – AP

UK

UK

Johnson to talk Brexit
with Juncker

Heathrow drone protest
fails to take off

Boris Johnson is to hold talks with European Commission
president Jean-Claude Juncker as he continues his efforts
to find a new Brexit deal.

A drone protest at Heathrow Airport failed to take off
after some of the toys appeared to be prevented from
working by what the climate change activists suspect
were signal jammers.

The Prime Minister will travel to Luxembourg on Monday for
his first meeting with Juncker since entering Number 10 in July,
Downing Street said.
Number 10 sources played down the prospect of an
imminent breakthrough however, insisting there was still “a
long way to go”.
Earlier, Irish premier Leo Varadkar warned that the gap
between the two sides on the crucial issue of the Northern
Ireland backstop was still “very wide”.
“We have always said we would be willing to look at
alternative arrangements, but what we’re seeing falls far short,”
Varadkar said.
“We are exploring what is possible. The gap is very wide but
we will fight for and work for a deal until the last moment, but
not at any cost.”
Johnson’s meeting with Juncker follows talks with other key
EU players including Varadkar, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and French President Emmanuel Macron.
A European Commission spokeswoman said Juncker was
“looking forward to working constructively” with the prime
minister. She said the talks, over a working lunch, would be
held at a “neutral location” rather than the British Embassy or a
commission venue.
Juncker will then address the European Parliament in
Strasbourg on Wednesday on the progress in the negotiations.
“By common accord they agreed to meet in Luxembourg on
Monday,” the spokeswoman told a briefing in Brussels.
“They have been trying to arrange a meeting for a while
now. They’ve already spoken on the phone, so I think it’s the
willingness that comes from both sides.”
Earlier, DUP leader Arlene Foster dismissed reports that
her party was ready to help Johnson get a deal by softening its
Brexit “red lines”. ■

Environmental protest group Heathrow Pause, a splinter group
of the Extinction Rebellion movement but separate from it, had
intended to fly the devices in the 5km exclusion zone around
the transport hub in an attempt to disrupt flights.
The group claimed that of three attempted drone flights,
at least one had flown “successfully”, although no departures
from the airport had been affected.
In a video released by the group in the early hours of Friday
morning, one activist could be seen attempting to get the
small device to work and is heard to say: “They’re jamming the
signal.”
Heathrow and police refused to comment on specific
measures they may have taken to stop the protesters’ drones
from working, but an expert said technology exists which can
jam signals between operators and drones.
Richard Gill, chief executive of Drone Defence, said: “That
technology is definitely available and can do exactly that.
“When a drone is operated remotely it relies on a radio
connection between the drone and the pilot. Interference can
cut that connection between the operator and the drone.”
“We’re not privy to what the Metropolitan Police have
deployed at Heathrow,” but said authorities have updated their
approach since drones disrupted flights at Gatwick Airport last
Christmas.
Heathrow Airport confirmed its runways were open and said
they were committed to addressing climate change.
“We will continue to work with the authorities to carry
out dynamic risk assessment programmes and keep our
passengers flying safely on their journeys today,” it said.
“We agree with the need for climate change action but
illegal protest activity, designed with the intention of disrupting
thousands of people, is not the answer. ■
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Julian Assange. – AP

A haul of firearms received during a gun buyback scheme in Porirua, New Zealand. - AAP

AUSTRALIA

NEW ZEALAND

‘History of absconding’
keeps Assange locked up

Ardern unveils new
guns crackdown

Julian Assange has been told he will stay in prison after
the custody period finishes on his current jail term
because of his “history of absconding”.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern has appealed to gun users
to support a new tranche of reforms that will transform
firearm ownership and use in New Zealand.

In June, then home secretary Sajid Javid signed an order
allowing Assange to be extradited to the US over computerhacking allegations. A 50-week jail term was then imposed in
the UK after he had previously jumped bail by going into hiding
in the Ecuadorian embassy in London.
He would have been released from HMP Belmarsh on
September 22, Westminster Magistrates’ Court heard on
Friday, but the 48-year-old Australian was told he will be kept
in jail because of “substantial grounds” for believing he would
abscond again.
The WikiLeaks founder appeared by video-link wearing a
loose-fitting T-shirt.
District Judge Vanessa Baraitser told him: “You have been
produced today because your sentence of imprisonment is
about to come to an end.
“When that happens your remand status changes from a
serving prisoner to a person facing extradition.
“Therefore I have given your lawyer an opportunity to make
an application for bail on your behalf and she has declined
to do so. Perhaps not surprisingly in light of your history of
absconding in these proceedings.
“In my view I have substantial ground for believing if I release
you, you will abscond again.”
Another administrative hearing will take place on October 11
following by a case management hearing on October 21, the
court heard. The final hearing in Assange’s extradition case is
due in February.
He entered the embassy in 2012 to avoid extradition to
Sweden, where he was wanted in connection with sexual
offence allegations.
Assange spent nearly seven years living inside until being
dramatically dragged out by police in April after Ecuador
revoked his political asylum. ■

Six months after the Christchurch mosque shootings, which
Ardern said “forever changed” her county, the government has
unveiled a massive crackdown designed to prevent any repeat.
Kiwis will be asked to register every firearm their own, renew
their licence twice as often, and could face hikes in licensing
costs.
Shooting clubs and ranges will also be subject to a new
licensing regime, dealers will be asked to pass new suitability
tests and doctors will also need to report mental health
concerns of gun owners to police.
Ardern said she viewed the changes as “fair and reasonable”.
“I absolutely recognise there is legitimate need in our
community, particularly our rural community to access guns,”
she said. “This is about ensuring people who need to access
guns can, but those who shouldn’t don’t.
“And also, trying to prevent guns moving into the black
market, and from being used illegally.”
New Zealand will also accede to a new United Nations
firearms protocol and implement greater border controls over
gun imports.
Punishments for firearm-related offences will also balloon.
The maximum penalty for supplying a firearm to an
unlicensed person will rise from a jail term of three months
and a fine of $1000, to two years and $20,000 respectively.
Police Minister Stuart Nash said implementation of a new
“warning flags” system, including the raising of extremist views,
might well have stopped the March 15 massacre.
“The ‘fit and proper’ (person) test is being tightened. He may
well have been caught under that,” he said.
“The alleged terrorist was stockpiling ammunition and guns.
That would have raised a flag.
“What we’re also doing is licensing gun clubs. That may well
have also raised a flag.” ■
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Patients are evacuated from the hospital. – AP

Devotees at the Ganesh Chaturthi festival in Mumbai, India. – AP

REst of the world

REst of the world

Brazil hospital blaze
claims 10 lives

Dozen drown in India
Hindu boat capsize

The death toll in a hospital fire that forced the
evacuation of patients in Rio de Janeiro has risen to at
least 10, Brazilian firefighters say.

At least 12 Hindu worshippers drowned when their
boat capsized during a religious celebration on a lake in
central India, rescuers said.

Four firefighters were hospitalised after battling the overnight
blaze at Badim Hospital and about 90 patients were
transferred to at least seven other hospitals, according to the
fire department.
Television images showed medical workers tending to
patients sitting in wheelchairs with IV poles beside them in the
street, some on sheets and mattresses. Elderly and intensive
care patients were among those rescued.
Staffers in surgical masks wheeled medical equipment in the
road as smoke billowed from the building after fire broke out.
Marcelo Crivella, the mayor of Rio de Janeiro, visited the
hospital and declared an official mourning period of three
days.
Authorities are investigating the cause of the fire. A social
worker and other Badim Hospital staff were assisting relatives
of patients, the hospital said. ■

Six people swam ashore from the lake in Bhopal, the capital
of Madhya Pradesh state, and a search was on for one
missing person, said state-run National Disaster Response
Force spokesman Krishan Kumar. Kumar said 12 people were
recovered from the lake.
The boat tilted and capsized while the worshippers were
immersing a big idol of Hindu god Ganesh into the lake, police
said.
Hindus are celebrating the birthday of Lord Ganesh, the
elephant-headed son of Lord Shiva and goddess Parvati.
Ganesh is the symbol of wisdom, prosperity and good
fortune.
Boats are often overloaded which lead to frequent accidents
in India.
Most boats operate in rural areas without life jackets. ■
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Commuters wait to board a train at Gare du Nord station in Paris. – AP

A car sits in the mud after a flood in San Jose, Almeria in south-eastern Spain. – AP

EUROPE

EUROPE

Transport strike
paralyses Paris

Three dead as Spain
rains hit hard

The biggest strike to hit Paris public transport in more
than a decade has disrupted tourists’ plans and forced
commuters to work from home or find alternative ways
to reach the office.

Record rainfall flooding towns and washing away
vehicles in southeastern Spain has claimed another
victim, bringing the weather-related death toll to three,
authorities say.

Unions are protesting against plans for a sweeping pension
reform by French President Emmanuel Macron’s government.
Paris public transport company RATP said 10 metro lines
were closed and several others, including the RER suburban
rail, were severely disrupted. Bus and tram schedules were
also affected.
On platforms, messages in French and English warned
passengers of the strike, the biggest since 2007.
Trains that were still circulating were noticeably less crowded
than usual, as authorities advised people living in the Paris
region to work from home or choose other means of transport.
The government website monitoring roads showed major
traffic jams at rush hour Friday morning in and around the
French capital. Many Parisians and tourists could be seen using
city bikes and electric scooters, or simply walking.
RATP employees are protesting a pension reform planned
for next year that is expected to make them work longer
before retirement.
At Le Vesinet, west of Paris, commuter Benjamin Royoux said
he was “rather pleasantly surprised” to find that there were
trains every 15 minutes.
But Royoux, who uses his electric scooter to get around in the
Paris city centre, was worried that there could be more strikes.
“One day is going to be OK. But if it continues … we’ll see.”
Paris City Hall employee Catherine Reine, also waiting for
her RER at Le Vesinet, said she supported the strike “because
(transport workers) are very afraid for their future, and I think
it’s normal”.
RATP employees are among workers from some specific
professions who benefit from a special pension regime,
currently allowing them to retire on a full pension earlier than
most French people. ■

The town hall of the city of Almeria, on the Mediterranean
coast, said a person was trapped in a car when it drove into a
flooded tunnel on Friday morning. Police were able to rescue
two other people traveling in the car.
On Thursday, emergency services found a 51-year-old
woman and her 61-year-old brother dead inside an overturned
car that had been caught by the rising water.
Some municipalities in the regions of Valencia and Murcia
have reported the heaviest rainfall on record.
In the town of Orihuela, about 200km (124 miles) south of
Valencia city, the river Segura overflowed its banks at some
points. The weather service for Valencia said that 12cm (4.7
inches) of rain fell in six hours in Orihuela.
“The storms have picked up and we are still in a very difficult
situation due to the overflowing of the river,” Valencia’s regional
president Ximo Puig said. “This will have important economic
consequences, but right now the important thing is the
wellbeing of our people.”
The increased water levels of the Segura River also forced
police to close all the bridges crossing it in the city of Murcia
for precaution.
Mud-colored water rushed through streets, carrying away
parked cars and inundating the bottom floors of houses in
many towns.
The Spanish weather service AEMET maintained its alert
for the region, saying it was “at extreme risk” from torrential
downpours.
The airports of Almeria and Murcia, trains and several roads
were closed, and authorities cancelled school classes and
asked residents to avoid driving. ■
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Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison, right, looks on as property owner Stuart Skeen

– AAP

sifts through his burnt-out property at Binna Burra. – AAP

AUSTRALIA

NEW ZEALAND

Extra funds to help
bushfire victims

Accused mosque
gunman’s trial delayed

Bushfire-affected people in New South Wales and
Queensland will be eligible for additional financial
assistance to help them get back on their feet.

The trial of the accused Christchurch mosque gunman
has been delayed by a month.
Brenton Tarrant, a 28-year-old Australian national, was due to
stand trial in the High Court at Christchuch on May, 4, 2020.
It was a date that troubled victims of the attacks as it fell
in the middle of Islam’s holy month Ramadan, when many
Muslims fast.
The Crown asked the court to delay the trial; a request
unopposed by the defendant’s lawyers Shane Tait and
Jonathan Hudson.
The accused has pleaded not guilty to 51 charges of murder,
40 of attempted murder and one charge of terrorism relating
to the March 15 attacks on two Christchurch mosques.
At the accused’s last court hearing Crown prosecutor Mark
Zarifeh said the trial date was being reviewed.
The High Court at Christchurch has moved the trial to a new
start date of June 2 next year.
He will next appear in court for a trial callover on October 3,
where it’s expected submissions on an application to move the
trial out of Christchurch will be heard. ■

The Disaster Recovery Allowance was activated as Prime
Minister Scott Morrison toured devastated communities in
southeast Queensland.
Morrison viewed homes hit by fires at Binna Burra in the
Lamington National Park and visited emergency service crews
at Canungra, west of the Gold Coast.
“It’s quite uncommon for rainforest to burn as the firies
here were telling me,” Mr Morrison said. “We are dealing with
challenging conditions and it is very dry.”
He said natural disasters brought out the best in Australians.
“You walk into a community that’s been devastated by flood
and fire what I notice is the people,” Mr Morrison said.
“I see great sadness and indomitable spirit.
“The charred remains of building or the mud soaked carpets
of people’s homes. But what I see are the people.”
The disaster allowance gives people directly affected by
fires up to 13 weeks of support payments equivalent to the
maximum rate of the Newstart Allowance.
Queensland Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk said her
government would stump up emergency funds to cover $2.4
million worth of water infrastructure in bone dry and bushfireravaged Stanthorpe.
Crops and homes in and around the Granite Belt town,
which is forecast to run out of water by December, were
destroyed by bushfire.
The Queensland government will also spend $800,000 a
month to cart 34 truckloads of water from Connolly Dam to
Storm King Dam each day.
In NSW, the disaster allowance has been activated in the local
government areas of Armidale, Bellingen, Clarence Valley, Glen
Innes, Inverell, Tenterfield, Uralla and Walcha. In Queensland,
it has been activated in the local government areas of Noosa,
Scenic Rim, Southern Downs and Sunshine Coast. ■
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