AUGUST 2 (GMT) – AUGUST 3 (AEST), 2020

YOUR DAILY TOP 12 STORIES FROM FRANK NEWS
FULL STORIES START ON PAGE 3

NORTH AMERICA

UK

AUSTRALIA

Isaias tipped to regain strength

PM aims to avoid lockdown

Victoria set for stricter lockdown

Early bands of heavy rain from Isaias
have lashed Florida’s east coast as
authorities warily eye the approaching
storm, which threatensto snarl efforts to
quell surging cases of the coronavirus
across the region. Isaias has weakened
from a hurricane to a tropical storm, but
is expected to regain hurricane strength
overnight as it barrels toward Florida.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson has
reportedly ordered officials to work up
a plan for avoiding a second national
lockdown. Johnson is considering asking
the elderly to shield once again and is
mulling lockdown-like conditions for
London should there be a second wave
of coronavirus infections.

A state of disaster has been declared in
Victoria as the state tightens COVID-19
restrictions, limiting movement in
Melbourne through a nightly curfew
among other new rules. Premier Daniel
Andrews warned that from 6pm on
Sunday (AEST) police will have additional
powers to make sure people are
complying with public health directions.

NORTH AMERICA

UK

NEW ZEALAND

Trump vote to be held in private

Protesters bring Brixton to a halt

Stranded couple hitch ride home

The vote to renominate President Donald
Trump is set to be conducted in private
later this month, without members
of the press present, because of the
coronavirus. While Trump called off the
public components of the convention in
Florida last month, citing spiking cases
of the virus across the country,
336 delegates are scheduled to gather in
Charlotte, North Carolina, on August 24
to formally vote to make Trump the GOP
standard-bearer once more.

Demonstrators aiming to bring Brixton
to a halt have stopped traffic by blocking
main roads, despite police imposing
restrictions in the area. Hundreds of
people gathered in south London for
Afrikan Emancipation Day, when a
large crowd stopped traffic and forced
motorists to turn around while marching
on the A23 Brixton Road.

A newlywed Auckland couple who were
stranded in the Falkland Islands for four
months are almost home, thanks to a lift
from a fishing vessel. At the beginning
of March, Feeonaa and Neville Clifton
married after 25 years together and left
for their honeymoon with plans to head
on to South America, but their travel
options dried up when international
borders started closing because of the
coronavirus.
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Who’s first in line for a vaccine?

Call for UK-France migrant treaty

Telstra retreats on attack claim

Who gets to be first in line for a COVID-19
vaccine? US health authorities hope
by late next month to have some draft
guidance on how to ration initial doses,
but it’s a vexing decision.
“Not everybody’s going to like the
answer,” Dr Francis Collins, director of
the National Institutes of Health, recently
told one of the advisory groups the
government asked to help decide. “There
will be many people who feel that they
should have been at the top of the list.”

A failure by the UK to reach a new
agreement with France on how to deal
with migrant crossings could lead to
numbers reaching “crisis” levels, an exBorder Force chief has warned. It comes
after a record number of crossings to
Britain in a single day last week, and
follows a Government minister branding
the number of incidents “unacceptably
high”.

Telstra has had to backtrack on its claims
a major outage that upset home internet
services was caused by a “malicious”
cyber attack on its servers. Telstra
reported there was a “denial of service”
attack that led to widespread internet
issues in Australia’s eastern states. A
denial of service attack floods a network
with traffic or information to trigger a
crash, denying legitimate users access.
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Wildfire forces evacuations

Plan to build new homes faster

Three new cases in isolation

A wildfire northwest of Palm Springs
has flared up, with evacuation orders
for thousands of people as firefighters
fought the blaze. An unspecified number
of homes were in the path of the flames
but were not in imminent danger,
CalFire captain Fernando Herrera said.
The blaze, which began as two adjacent
fires, was reported in Cherry Valley, an
unincorporated area near the city of
Beaumont in Riverside County.

Plans for a radical shake-up of a “complex
and outdated planning system” are due
to be announced this week, in a bid to
speed up the building of new homes.
Housing Secretary Robert Jenrick has
proposed a complete overhaul of a
system that has been in place since just
after the Second World War, and one he
said has failed to keep up with the needs
of the country.

There have been three new cases of
Covid-19 reported in New Zealand
today, all in managed isolation. The total
number of confirmed cases is now 1215.
In a statement, the Health Ministry said
the first case is a child of a previously
reported case who arrived in New
Zealand on 14 July from Pakistan, via
Dubai.
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A couple screw in a hurricane panel on a trailer home in Briny Breezes, Florida as

President Donald Trump steps off Air Force One at Andrews Air Force Base, returning to

Hurricane Isaias heads toward the Florida coast. - AP

Washington after attending events in Florida. – AP
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Storm Isaias expected
to regain strength

Renomination of Trump
to be held in private

Early bands of heavy rain from Isaias have lashed
Florida’s east coast as authorities warily eye the
approaching storm, which threatensto snarl efforts to
quell surging cases of the coronavirus across the region.

The vote to renominate President Donald Trump
is set to be conducted in private later this month,
without members of the press present, because of the
coronavirus.

Isaias has weakened from a hurricane to a tropical storm, but
is expected to regain hurricane strength overnight as it barrels
toward Florida.
“Don’t be fooled by the downgrade,” Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis warned during a news conference after the storm
— pronounced ees-ah-EE-ahs — spent hours roughing up the
Bahamas.
Florida authorities closed beaches, parks and virus testing
sites, lashing signs to palm trees so they wouldn’t blow away.
The governor said the state is anticipating power outages
and asked residents to have a week’s supply of water, food
and medicine on hand. Officials wrestled with how to prepare
shelters where people can seek refuge from the storm if
necessary, while safely social distancing to prevent the spread
of the virus.
In Palm Beach County, about 150 people were in shelters,
said emergency management spokeswoman Lisa De La
Rionda. The county has a voluntary evacuation order for those
living in mobile or manufactured homes, or those who feel
their home can’t withstand winds.
“We don’t anticipate many more evacuations,” she said,
adding that the evacuees are physically distant from each other
and are wearing masks, due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Isaias is piling another burden on communities already hardhit by other storms and sickness.
The storm’s maximum sustained winds declined steadily
throughout Saturday, and were near 70 mph (110 kph) when
the US National Hurricane Center downgraded it its status. But
the agency said it is expected to pick up strength overnight as
it heads over warm water toward Florida.
The center of the storm was forecast to regain strength and
approach the southeast coast of Florida. ■

While Trump called off the public components of the
convention in Florida last month, citing spiking cases of the
virus across the country, 336 delegates are scheduled to
gather in Charlotte, North Carolina, on August 24 to formally
vote to make Trump the GOP standard-bearer once more.
Nominating conventions are traditionally meant to be media
bonanzas, as political parties seek to leverage the attention
the events draw to spread their message to as many voters
as possible. If the GOP decision stands, it will mark the first
party nominating convention in modern history to be closed
to reporters.
“Given the health restrictions and limitations in place within
the state of North Carolina, we are planning for the Charlotte
activities to be closed press Friday, August 21 – Monday,
August 24,” a convention spokeswoman said. “We are happy
to let you know if this changes, but we are working within
the parameters set before us by state and local guidelines
regarding the number of people who can attend events.”
Privately some GOP delegations have raised logistical issues
with traveling to either city, citing the increasing number
of jurisdictions imposing mandatory quarantine orders on
travelers returning from states experiencing surges in the
virus.
The subset of delegates in Charlotte will be casting proxy
votes on behalf of the more than 2,500 official delegates to the
convention. Alternate delegates and guests have already been
prohibited. ■
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Prime Minister Boris Johnson. - PA

Protesters take part in a march from Windrush Square to Max Roach Park in Brixton,
London. - PA
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Johsnon aims to avoid
second virus lockdown

Protesters block roads,
bring Brixton to a halt

Prime Minister Boris Johnson has reportedly ordered
officials to work up a plan for avoiding a second national
lockdown.

Demonstrators aiming to bring Brixton to a halt have
stopped traffic by blocking main roads, despite police
imposing restrictions in the area.

Johnson is considering asking the elderly to shield once again
and is mulling lockdown-like conditions for London should
there be a second wave of coronavirus infections.
The claims come after Johnson was forced to announce a
slowdown of the lockdown easing, with planned relaxations for
the leisure and beauty sectors delayed after a rise in Covid-19
cases was recorded, with prevalence in the community thought
to be rising for the first time since May.
The Times reported the Conservative Party leader held a
“war game” session with Chancellor Rishi Sunak to run through
possible options for averting another nationwide lockdown that
could stall any potential economic recovery.
Under the proposals, a greater number of people would be
asked to take part in the shielding programme, based on their
age or particular risk factors that have been identified since
March.
It could even see those aged between 50 and 70 given
“personalised risk ratings”, said the Times, in a move that
would add to the 2.2 million who were deemed most
vulnerable and asked to shield themselves from society during
the spring peak.
The advice was only lifted on Saturday for those in England,
Scotland and Northern Ireland, and remains in place until
August 16 for those shielding in Wales.
Other ideas mooted should the R-rate escalate in the
capital include restricting travel beyond the M25 and putting
a stop to staying at other people’s houses – similar to policies
implemented in local lockdowns imposed in Leicester and
parts of the north-west of England in recent days.
But Downing Street sources distanced themselves from the
detail in the reports, calling them “speculative”. ■

Hundreds of people gathered in south London for Afrikan
Emancipation Day, when a large crowd stopped traffic and
forced motorists to turn around while marching on the A23
Brixton Road.
Extinction Rebellion was among groups who said it would
occupy the area and cause disruption, prompting the
Metropolitan Police to impose a number of restrictions ahead
of the event.
Crowds of people listened to music in Windrush Square –
where the event began – watched speeches and observed
a three-minute silence to mark the event, which is in its
seventh year.
Held on August 1, it marks the passing of the 1833 Abolition
of Slavery Act, according to organisers.
A coalition of groups were involved in the event, including
Stop The Maangamizi, the Afrikan Emancipation Day
reparations march committee and the Rhodes Must Fall
Oxford campaigners.
Protesters, floats with speakers and people on motorbikes
spilled out onto Brixton Road shortly before 4pm and began to
march to nearby Max Roach Park.
Antoinette Harrison, who lives in nearby Clapham, praised
the “unity” of the event as she marched with her cousin and
cousin’s children.
On why she chose to join, the 38-year-old said: “We are tired.
And I was just saying, our parents have gone through, we’re
going through this, and I don’t want our next generation to. I
t’s got to come to an end.”
A large number of Metropolitan Police officers observed
the event, with some attempting to move demonstrators,
many of whom were wearing masks, off the road and onto
the pavement. ■
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Cleaners wearing protective gear are seen as they enter an aged care facility in Epping,

Feeonaa and Neville Clifton caught a fishing boat home to New Zealand. – RNZ

Melbourne. - AAP
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Virus-hit Victoria set
for stricter lockdown

Stuck newlyweds hitch
ride home on fishing boat

A state of disaster has been declared in Victoria as the
state tightens COVID-19 restrictions, limiting movement
in Melbourne through a nightly curfew among other
new rules.

A newlywed Auckland couple who were stranded in
the Falkland Islands for four months are almost home,
thanks to a lift from a fishing vessel.
At the beginning of March, Feeonaa and Neville Clifton married
after 25 years together and left for their honeymoon with
plans to head on to South America, but their travel options
dried up when international borders started closing because
of the coronavirus.
“From the time we started our honeymoon it was only a
matter of two weeks before the cases in Europe starting flying
out the window and it just escalated from there and we had to
stay. We got stuck!” Feeonaa said.
They still enjoyed their time in the Falklands, which was spent
with Neville’s family, she said.
“We just climbed every hill we could, because it’s quite an
isolated space really.”
After having no luck finding a flight home, the couple heard
a Sanford fishing boat was dropping off and collecting crews
stranded nearby.
Feeonaa said she had never spent a night at sea before, but
quickly found her sea legs.
“It was pretty incredible ... it was a lot of long days. If you like
confined spaces, you should definitely consider a fishing trip.”
The couple learned a lot about sea life on their 27 day
trip onboard the San Aotea II, which anchored off Timaru
on July 30.
They kept busy with work, card games and learning knots,
while spending time with the crew.
“They’re all amazing personalities and very serious about
their jobs ... it’s given me a brand new appreciation of the sea,”
Feeonaa said.
Sanford deep water fleet manager Darren Shaw said the
couple fitted in well.
“We’ve got spare bunks, people don’t eat too much, so it was
a great opportunity to bring them back and help out our fellow
Kiwis,” Shaw said. ■

Premier Daniel Andrews warned that police will have additional
powers to make sure people are complying with public health
directions.
The shock move to enforce a rare health-related curfew
comes as coronavirus case numbers in the state continue to
yo-yo, with the new ‘stage four’ restrictions to run for six weeks
until September 13.
“I’m not prepared to accept that or accept days and days
and days of hundreds of cases and more and more death,”
Andrews said.
“These are significant steps and not taken lightly.
“If we don’t make these changes, we’re not going to get
through this. We need to do more.”
Under the tighter restrictions, Melbourne residents will only
be allowed to exercise for an hour a day and can’t travel more
than 5km from home for the purposes of shopping or exercise.
Only one person per household will be able to shop for
groceries each day, while recreational sports such as tennis
and golf will be banned altogether.
Metropolitan Melbourne will be under a nightly curfew,
between the hours of 8pm to 5am, from Sunday night with
some exemptions for those providing care and travelling to
and from work.
Anyone caught breaking curfew or outside a 5km radius of
their principal place of residence will be handed a $1652 onthe-spot fine.
“The time for discretion, the time for accepting some of this
bad behaviour is over,” Andrews said.
Regional Victoria will move to ‘stage three’ stay-at-home
restrictions, with restaurants, cafes, bars, gyms and other
businesses to shut from midnight on Wednesday. ■
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Firefighters watch as flames flare at the Apple Fire in Cherry Valley, California. - AP
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Who’s first in line for
a COVID-19 vaccine?

Thousands evacuated
as wildfire rages

Who gets to be first in line for a COVID-19 vaccine? US
health authorities hope by late next month to have some
draft guidance on how to ration initial doses, but it’s a
vexing decision.

A wildfire northwest of Palm Springs has flared up, with
evacuation orders for thousands of people as firefighters
fought the blaze.
An unspecified number of homes were in the path of the
flames but were not in imminent danger, CalFire captain
Fernando Herrera said.
The blaze, which began as two adjacent fires, was reported
in Cherry Valley, an unincorporated area near the city of
Beaumont in Riverside County. Flames leapt along brushy ridge
tops and came close to homes while some 375 firefighters
attacked it from the ground and air, authorities said.
The blaze, dubbed the Apple Fire, doubled in size overnight
and is over 6 square miles. About 7,800 people have been
told to evacuate over 2,500 homes, according to fire officials.
Hundreds of people in foothill neighborhoods north of
Beaumont fell under mandatory evacuation orders.
One home has been destroyed. Herrera said firefighters
were having difficulty assessing the damage because the
charred ground was too hot to walk on.
The National Weather Service issued an excessive heat
warning as Southern California found itself in the midst of
a heat wave.
The mercury hit 105 degrees (41 Celsius) in Palm Springs.
The weather service said “dangerously hot conditions” were
expected to continue into evening because of high pressure
over the region. ■

“Not everybody’s going to like the answer,” Dr Francis Collins,
director of the National Institutes of Health, recently told one
of the advisory groups the government asked to help decide.
“There will be many people who feel that they should have
been at the top of the list.”
Traditionally, first in line for a scarce vaccine are health
workers and the people most vulnerable to the targeted
infection.
But Collins tossed new ideas into the mix: Consider
geography and give priority to people where an outbreak is
hitting hardest.
And don’t forget volunteers in the final stage of vaccine
testing who get dummy shots, the comparison group needed
to tell if the real shots truly work.
“We owe them … some special priority,” Collins said.
Huge studies this summer aim to prove which of several
experimental COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective.
Moderna Inc. and Pfizer Inc. began tests last week that
eventually will include 30,000 volunteers each. In the next few
months, equally large calls for volunteers will go out to test
shots made by AstraZeneca, Johnson & Johnson and Novavax.
And some vaccines made in China are in smaller late-stage
studies in other countries.
For all the promises of the US stockpiling millions of doses,
the hard truth: Even if a vaccine is declared safe and effective
by year’s end, there won’t be enough for everyone who wants
it right away – especially as most potential vaccines require
two doses.
It’s a global dilemma. The World Health Organisation is
grappling with the same who-goes-first question as it tries to
ensure vaccines are fairly distributed to poor countries. ■
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Call for UK-France treaty
on migrant crossings

Overhaul of system
to build homes faster

A failure by the UK to reach a new agreement with
France on how to deal with migrant crossings could lead
to numbers reaching “crisis” levels, an ex-Border Force
chief has warned.

Plans for a radical shake-up of a “complex and outdated
planning system” are due to be announced this week, in
a bid to speed up the building of new homes.
Housing Secretary Robert Jenrick has proposed a complete
overhaul of a system that has been in place since just after the
Second World War, and one he said has failed to keep up with
the needs of the country.
Part of the new process will involve quicker development
on land that has been designated “for renewal”, with a
“permission in principle” approach that the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government said will balance the need
for proper checks with a speedier way of working.
The other two categories will see land designated for growth
where new homes, hospitals and schools will be allowed
automatically to empower development, while areas of
outstanding natural beauty and the green belt will come under
the protection category.
The new process will be done through democratic
local agreement, be clearer and cut out red tape, the
Government said.
Jenrick said: “For too long home ownership has remained
out of reach for too many, as a complex and outdated planning
system has failed to keep up with the needs of our country.
“I am completely overhauling the system so we can build
more good quality, attractive and affordable homes faster –
and more young families can finally have the key to their
own home.”
The new plans will focus on quality and design, the
department said, and be inspired by the idea of design codes
and pattern books that built the picturesque city of Bath, village
of Bournville and district of Belgravia in London.
Promising environmentally-friendly homes with green spaces
and tree-lined streets, the Government said the new approach
will work through an interactive and accessible map-based
online system “placing planning at the fingertips”. ■

It comes after a record number of crossings to Britain in
a single day last week, and follows a Government minister
branding the number of incidents “unacceptably high”.
Tony Smith, the former head of UK Border Force said the UK
and France need to agree a treaty with a joint patrol whereby
migrants picked up in the Channel can be returned to France
to have asylum claims considered there.
He said: “What I’m advocating is that we need to try as best
we can to replicate the juxtaposed controls for legitimate
applicants in the same way as for illegitimate applicants.
“If they want to come to the UK they need to make their case
on the French side, and if they are found in the waterways or
even make it as far as Dover we say ‘I’m sorry but you go back
there and that’s where you will be interviewed and processed,
on the French side’.”
Last month Home Secretary Priti Patel sought to level blame
at her French counterparts, telling the Commons Home Affairs
Committee of the “unacceptable” numbers of people making
the perilous journey in small boats.
Immigration compliance minister Chris Philp called on France
to be stronger on intercepting vessels at sea and directing the
return of boats which are trying to get to the UK.
At least 202 migrants managed to cross to Britain on
Thursday in a surge of 20 boats, a single-day record.
Asked how hopeful he is of the Home Office being able to
reach a new deal with France, Smith said: “I wouldn’t like to call
it as to whether or not they can make the breakthrough.
“All I would say is we’ve done it before and the numbers then
were far greater.”
He said the current approach is putting people’s lives at risk
and “fuelling the smuggling supply chains”. ■
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Telstra backtracks on
cyber attack claim

Three new virus cases
in managed isolation

Telstra has had to backtrack on its claims a major outage
that upset home internet services was caused by a
“malicious” cyber attack on its servers.

There have been three new cases of COVID-19 reported
in New Zealand today, all in managed isolation.
The total number of confirmed cases is now 1215.
In a statement, the Health Ministry said the first case is a
child of a previously reported case who arrived in New Zealand
on July 14 from Pakistan, via Dubai.
The second is a woman in her 30s who tested positive
on day three of her stay in managed isolation at the Rydges
hotel in Auckland. She arrived in New Zealand on July 28 from
Los Angeles.
The third case is a woman in her 40s who arrived in New
Zealand on August 1 from Manila, via Hong Kong.
All three are now at Auckland’s quarantine facility.
There were two new cases reported yesterday - two women
in their 20s who were travelling together and arrived from
Pakistan via Dubai on July 27.
It has now been been 93 days since the last case of
COVID-19 was caught in the community.
There are currently 25 active cases in New Zealand, none of
whom are in hospital. ■

Telstra reported there was a “denial of service” attack that led
to widespread internet issues in Australia’s eastern states.
A denial of service attack floods a network with traffic or
information to trigger a crash, denying legitimate users access.
Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane were the main outage
hotspots.
Other internet providers did not report connectivity issues,
despite reports of NBN problems spiking just before 11am.
Soon after, the telecommunications giant said it was
confident it had blocked the “malicious traffic” and was trying to
get users back online.
But a few hours later, Telstra said the issue was caused by a
relatively mild case of domain name server issues.
When this happens, users are told they’ve lost their network
connection or internet access when they try to send data by
connecting to an Internet Protocol (IP) address.
“The massive messaging storm that presented as a denial
of service cyber-attack has been investigated by our security
teams and we now believe that it was not malicious, but a
domain name server issue,” Telstra said.
“We’re really sorry for getting in the way of your weekend
plans.” ■
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