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Pressure on Trump over bounties

Work culture set to change

PM shifts defence focus

President Donald Trump came under
growing pressure to respond to
allegations that Russia offered bounties
for killing American troops in Afghanistan,
with Democrats demanding answers and
accusing Trump of bowing to Russian
President Vladimir Putin at the risk of US
soldiers’ lives.

The world of work has seen dramatic
changes in the past 100 days, many of
which will become permanent, ending
decades of office life. Millions of people
have switched from commuting to offices
to working from home, or have agreed
flexible arrangements, and even parttime shifts. Huge numbers of workers
have enjoyed the benefits of swapping an
office desk for their front room or garden
shed, giving an immediate boost to their
work-life balance.

Australia will spend another $270 billion
on defence over the next decade to
protect against China’s rise and the
fallout from the coronavirus. The country
will for the first time be armed with
long-range missiles as it adopts a more
aggressive footing. Prime Minister Scott
Morrison wants the Australian Defence
Force to firmly focus its efforts on the
Indo-Pacific.

NORTH AMERICA

UK

NEW ZEALAND

Boeing ‘didn’t disclose changes’

Airbus planning to cut 1700 jobs

Ardern ups parental leave

A government report says Boeing did
not give regulators documents about
changes it made in a key system blamed
in two deadly crashes of its 737 Max
jet, and that officials responsible for
approving the plane did not know
how powerfully the system could push
the plane’s nose down. Government
personnel involved in flight tests knew
about changes Boeing made, but
engineers responsible for certifying the
plane did not, according to the report.

Aerospace giant Airbus is planning to
cut 1700 jobs in the UK as a result of
the coronavirus crisis, the company
announced. The news is a huge blow
to its site at Broughton in north Wales,
where wings are manufactured, and
its other factory at Filton in Bristol. The
company is cutting 15,000 jobs across its
global operations.

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern has celebrated her government’s
26-week paid parental leave scheme by
dishing out cake to new mothers and
campaigners. Since coming to office
in 2017, Ardern has made family and
child wellbeing a central focus of her
government Paid parental leave was the
government’s first piece of legislation,
growing NZ’s scheme from 18 to 22
weeks and increasing pay rates.
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Referendum on Putin nears end

Councils face a ‘perfect storm’

PM backs tough lockdown

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
main political project of the year – a
constitutional vote that would allow him
to extend his rule until 2036 – is set to
wrap up. The nationwide balloting on
the amendments that would reset the
clock on Putin’s tenure and enable him
to serve two more six-year terms enters
its final day. For the first time in Russia,
the polls were open for a week to help
reduce crowds and to bolster turnout
amid the coronavirus pandemic.

Sir Keir Starmer is warning councils
face a “perfect storm” as a result of the
coronavirus crisis and Government
inaction which could decimate local
services. The Labour leader will say that
unless ministers step in, local authorities
will have a “black hole” in their finances
of around £10 billion. In a speech to the
Local Government Association’s annual
conference he will commit a future
Labour administration to building a new
relationship with local government.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison has
thrown his support behind the Victorian
government’s tough suburban lockdowns
designed to save Melbourne from
coronavirus. The prime minister has also
warned people who refuse to be checked
for the disease could face fines as a
hotspot testing blitz continues. Morrison
said there was nothing surprising about
Melbourne’s outbreak after another 73
cases were detected on Wednesday.
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UK

NEW ZEALAND

Deadly blast at medical clinic

How virus has impacted UK firms

NZ ‘won’t have to open up to EU’

An explosion from a gas leak in a medical
clinic in northern Tehran has killed 19
people. Authorities initially said 13 people
were dead, but Jalal Maleki, spokesman
for the Tehran Fire Department, later
told state TV that the toll had risen to 19.
State-run IRNA news agency also quoted
Maleki as saying the dead included 15
women and four men. Maleki added that
firefighters had rescued 20 people.

Coronavirus has left a devastating
impact on economies across the world
as well as on the physical health of
millions. Businesses have been forced
to close, adapt or otherwise weather
the disruption while increasing numbers
of cases have caused stock markets to
plummet. Lockdown led to sparse high
streets and planes forced to stay on the
tarmac, but the expected reopening
on July 4 is a silver lining for many
businesses.

The European Union’s representative
in New Zealand says the country won’t
have to open up to European tourists
in order to be able to travel to the EU.
Earlier, the union announced a list of
14 countries deemed to be “safe”, and
whose citizens would be allowed entry
from Wednesday. The European Union
finalised these plans, but Foreign Affairs
Minister Winston Peters said there would
be no reciprocity.
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President Donald Trump. - AP

A Boeing 737 MAX jet heads to a landing at Boeing Field following a test flight in Seattle,
Washington. - AP

NORTH AMERICA

NORTH AMERICA

Trump faces pressure
over troop bounties

Boeing ‘didn’t disclose
key changes’ to 737 Max

President Donald Trump came under growing pressure
to respond to allegations that Russia offered bounties for
killing American troops in Afghanistan, with Democrats
demanding answers and accusing Trump of bowing
to Russian President Vladimir Putin at the risk of US
soldiers’ lives.

A government report says Boeing did not give regulators
documents about changes it made in a key system
blamed in two deadly crashes of its 737 Max jet, and
that officials responsible for approving the plane did not
know how powerfully the system could push the plane’s
nose down.

House Democrats returning from a briefing at the White House
said they learned nothing new about American intelligence
assessments that suggested Russia was making overtures
to militants as the US and the Taliban held talks to end the
conflict in Afghanistan. Senate Republicans who attended a
separate briefing largely defended the president, arguing along
with the White House that the intelligence was unverified.
The intelligence assessments were first reported by the
New York Times, then confirmed to the Associated Press by
American intelligence officials and others with knowledge
of the matter.
White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany said Trump
had been briefed on the intelligence, a day after saying he
hadn’t because it had not been verified. McEnany added that
there were still reservations within the intelligence community
on the veracity of the allegations.
“Make no mistake. This president will always protect
American troops,” she said.
Majority Leader Steny Hoyer and a small group of other
House Democrats met with White House officials as Trump
downplayed the allegations. The Democrats questioned why
Trump wouldn’t have been briefed sooner and pushed White
House officials to have the president make a strong statement
about the matter.
House Intelligence Committee Chairman Adam Schiff,
one of the Democrats who attended the briefing, said it was
“inexplicable” why Trump won’t say publicly that he is working
to get to the bottom of the issue and why he won’t call out
Putin. He said Trump’s defence that he hadn’t been briefed
was inexcusable. ■

Government personnel involved in flight tests knew about
changes Boeing made to the flight-control system, but
engineers responsible for certifying the plane did not,
according to the report.
Engineers for the Federal Aviation Administration didn’t
perform a detailed examination of the flight-control system,
called MCAS, until after the first crash, in October 2018 off the
coast of Indonesia.
In that crash and another less than five months later in
Ethiopia, MCAS pushed the nose of each plane down and pilots
were unable to regain control. The crashes killed 346 people
and led regulators around the world to ground every Boeing
737 Max – nearly 400 of them.
This week, Boeing and the FAA began certification flights
using FAA test pilots. If the FAA deems the flights satisfactory, it
could let airlines resume using the plane later this year, which
would be a massive victory for Boeing even as the company
contends with dozens of wrongful-death lawsuits filed by
families of passengers.
Many of the findings in the report by the Transportation
Department’s acting inspector general have previously been
published in news accounts. But the report provides more
evidence for lawmakers who want to overhaul FAA’s process
for approving new aircraft.
The report was requested by Transportation Secretary Elaine
Chao and congressional leaders, including Rep. Peter DeFazio,
D-Ore., and Sen. Roger Wicker, R-Miss., whose committees are
investigating the FAA’s approval of the Max. ■
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The a sign at the Airbus wing assembly factory in Broughton, North Wales. - PA

UK

UK

Work culture facing
change after lockdwon

Airbus planning to cut
1700 jobs amid crisis

The world of work has seen dramatic changes in the past
100 days, many of which will become permanent, ending
decades of office life.

Aerospace giant Airbus is planning to cut 1700 jobs
in the UK as a result of the coronavirus crisis, the
company announced.

Millions of people have switched from commuting to offices to
working from home, or have agreed flexible arrangements, and
even part-time shifts.
Huge numbers of workers have enjoyed the benefits of
swapping an office desk for their front room or garden shed,
giving an immediate boost to their work-life balance.
Surveys throughout the past three months have shown
the popularity of flexible, home-working, especially among
parents, a trend experts believe is now embedded in the
UK’s working culture.
The changes could help tackle the UK’s long-hours culture,
reduce sickness absence and improve productivity – problems
which have dogged industry for decades.
A new survey of 1500 working parents by childcare provider
Bright Horizons showed that half are set to demand flexible
work in the future, with only around one in eight wanting to go
back to pre-pandemic working.
Jennifer Liston-Smith, of Bright Horizons, said: “This could
be a pivotal moment in determining how jobs work in future,
but companies and organisations need to seize the moment
by ensuring that jobs are as flexible and human-sized as
possible in future.
“They and their employees have discovered that it’s possible
to work well remotely. The challenge now is to lock in those
gains while also combating the ‘always-on’ culture and ensuring
staff have healthy family lives too.”
One in 10 business premises in London has been
permanently closed as a result of the coronavirus crisis, with
many firms already deciding to shift to working from home
completely rather than have a commercial office in the capital,
a study showed. ■

The news is a huge blow to its site at Broughton in north Wales,
where wings are manufactured, and its other factory at Filton
in Bristol.
The company is cutting 15,000 jobs across its global
operations.
A company statement said: “Airbus has announced plans to
adapt its global workforce and resize its commercial aircraft
activity in response to the COVID-19 crisis.
“This adaptation is expected to result in a reduction of
around 15,000 positions no later than summer 2021.
“The information and consultation process with social
partners has begun with a view to reaching agreements for
implementation starting in autumn 2020.”
Airbus said commercial aircraft business activity has dropped
by almost 40 per cent in recent months as the industry faces
an “unprecedented” crisis.
The statement continued: “Airbus is grateful for the
Government support that has enabled the company to limit
these necessary adaptation measures.
“However with air traffic not expected to recover to preCOVID levels before 2023 and potentially as late as 2025,
Airbus now needs to take additional measures to reflect the
post COVID-19 industry outlook.”
Chief executive Guillaume Faury said: “Airbus is facing the
gravest crisis this industry has ever experienced.
“The measures we have taken so far have enabled us to
absorb the initial shock of this global pandemic. Now, we must
ensure that we can sustain our enterprise and emerge from
the crisis as a healthy, global aerospace leader, adjusting to the
overwhelming challenges of our customers.
Airbus is also planning to cut 5000 jobs in France,
5100 in Germany, 900 in Spain and 1300 positions at
its other worldwide sites. ■
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New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern cuts a cake in celebration of paid parental
leave being lifted to 26 weeks in Wellington’s Beehive parliamentary building. - AAP

AUSTRALIA

NEW ZEALAND

Defence budget boost
for post-virus world

Ardern ups parental
leave entitlements

Australia will spend another $270 billion on defence over
the next decade to protect against China’s rise and the
fallout from the coronavirus.

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern has
celebrated her government’s 26-week paid parental
leave scheme by dishing out cake to new mothers
and campaigners.

The country will for the first time be armed with long-range
missiles as it adopts a more aggressive footing.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison wants the Australian Defence
Force to firmly focus its efforts on the Indo-Pacific.
Morrison said Australia will never surrender its sovereignty
or seek to intimidate its neighbours.
But the country’s prosperity and security are under
increasing strain.
The prime minister said strategic competition between China
and the United States is creating “a lot of tension in the cord
and a lot of miscalculation”.
Other regional tensions, such as border skirmishes between
China and India and China’s intransigence over the South
China Sea, have worsened in recent years.
“We need to also prepare for a post-COVID world that is
poorer, more dangerous and more disorderly,” Morrison said.
The prime minister has released a defence strategic update
and new force structure plan.
The major documents warn Australia must become more
self-sufficient and less reliant on the US.
Morrison referenced the 1930s and lead up to World War II
several times in his speech.
Defence Minister Linda Reynolds said the references were
not made lightly.
The review warned the chances of intense military conflict
between the US and China in the Indo-Pacific were “less
remote” than at the time of the 2016 Defence White Paper.
Morrison said Australia must be able to respond to any
miscalculation with military force while also building stronger
defences to guard against attacks.
He has promised the ADF $270 billion over the next decade,
up from the $195 billion promised in 2016. ■

Since coming to office in 2017, Ardern has made family and
child wellbeing a central focus of her government
Paid parental leave was the government’s first piece of
legislation, growing NZ’s scheme from 18 to 22 weeks and
increasing pay rates.
Another four-week jump will take effect , bringing paid leave
up to half a year.
Kiwi parents will now receive $NZ606 ($A566) a week after
the government pegged payments to the average wage.
“This feels like the kind of occasion that needs to marked and
celebrated,” Ardern said.
Ardern became just the second world leader to give birth in
office in 2018, when she became a mother to Neve, though her
first-born was missing from the announcement.
“What a shame I don’t have Neve with me but on second
thoughts she has a snotty nose,” the PM said, jokingly blaming
the children of her Education Minister Chris Hipkins after their
two families shared a playdate on the weekend.
Paid parental leave was first made available to Kiwi mothers
in 2002 under former PM Helen Clark, but advocates have long
had their sights set on the 26-week milestone.
First-time expecting Wellington mum Georgia Choveaux,
who campaigned for the change, will be one of the first
to receive the leave and described it as a “special gift from
the community”.
“I’m worried about nappies, sleepless nights and lots and lots
of laundry but what I’m not worried about is income security,”
she said.
“Both me and my bump are very, very grateful.”
Ardern, an MP since 2008, said improving leave had been
“a battle for a very long time”. ■
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Russian President Vladimir Putin at Red Square after the Victory Day military parade

People wait for news outside the Sina Athar Clinic after its explosion. – AP

marking the 75th anniversary of the Nazi defeat in Moscow, Russia. - AP

EUROPE

ASIA

Referendum on Putin
term limit nears end

Deadly explosion
at medical clinic

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s main political project
of the year – a constitutional vote that would allow him
to extend his rule until 2036 – is set to wrap up.

An explosion from a gas leak in a medical clinic in
northern Tehran has killed 19 people.
Authorities initially said 13 people were dead, but Jalal Maleki,
spokesman for the Tehran Fire Department, later told state TV
that the toll had risen to 19.
State-run IRNA news agency also quoted Maleki as saying
the dead included 15 women and four men. Maleki added that
firefighters had rescued 20 people.
Video posted online appeared to show more than one
explosion and thick black smoke rising from the flames.
Hamidreza Goudarzi, deputy Tehran governor, told state
TV that a leak from medical gas tanks in the building was the
cause of the explosion and fire.
People in nearby Tajrish Bazaar rushed to the scene,
impeding a rescue operation, authorities said. Videos on social
media showed people gathered outside of the building.
State TV said there could be more explosions because
there were a number of oxygen tanks remaining in the
medical center.
Witness Marjan Haghighi told The Associated Press that
police blocked roads to the neighborhood. ■

The nationwide balloting on the amendments that would reset
the clock on Putin’s tenure and enable him to serve two more
six-year terms enters its final day. For the first time in Russia,
the polls were open for a week to help reduce crowds and to
bolster turnout amid the coronavirus pandemic.
Putin is all but guaranteed to get the result he wants
following a massive campaign to get Russia’s voters to say “yes”
to the changes. Ironically, however, the plebiscite intended
to consolidate his hold on power could end up eroding
his position because of the unconventional methods used
to boost participation and the dubious legal basis for the
balloting.
Gleb Pavlovsky, a political analyst and former Kremlin
political consultant, said Putin’s unrelenting push for holding
the vote despite coronavirus infection levels remaining high
reflects the Russian leader’s potential vulnerabilities.
“Putin lacks confidence in his inner circle and he’s worried
about the future,” Pavlovsky said. “He wants an irrefutable
proof of public support.”
The balloting completes a convoluted saga of concealment,
deception and surprise that began in January when Putin first
proposed the constitutional changes in a state-of-the-nation
address. He offered to broaden the powers of parliament
and redistribute authority among the branches of the Russian
government, stoking speculation he might continue calling the
shots as parliamentary speaker or as chairman of the State
Council when his presidential term ends in 2024.
The amendments, which also emphasise the priority of
Russian law over international norms, quickly sailed through
the Kremlin-controlled parliament. ■
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Labour Leader Keir Starmer. - PA
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Councils face a perfect
storm, Starmer says

How coronavirus has
impacted UK firms

Sir Keir Starmer is warning councils face a “perfect
storm” as a result of the coronavirus crisis and
Government inaction which could decimate
local services.

Coronavirus has left a devastating impact on economies
across the world as well as on the physical health of
millions.
Businesses have been forced to close, adapt or otherwise
weather the disruption while increasing numbers of cases have
caused stock markets to plummet.
Lockdown – introduced 100 days ago in the UK – led to
sparse high streets and planes forced to stay on the tarmac,
but the expected reopening on July 4 is a silver lining for many
businesses.
Here is a look at how Britain’s leading companies have fared
in the first six months of the year:
•
The FTSE 100 – the index of the largest UK companies
– opened the year at 7542.44 on January 2 and closed
on June 30 at 6169.74, a drop of 18.2 per cent in six
months.
•
It dipped under the 5000-point barrier on March 23, the
day when Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced a
UK-wide partial lockdown.
•
The FTSE 250 index – which contains more UK-focused
firms – started the year at 21,883.40 and has since
suffered a 21.7 per cent fall to close on Tuesday at
17,119.16.
•
The price of a company share is influenced by a variety
of factors – including news and performance, economic
factors, industry trends, market sentiment – and can
only give a limited insight into future prospects after
lockdown eases. That said, Ocado is the highest riser
over the last six months, with shares up 61.02 per cent
as people flock to do their shopping online.
•
Other FTSE 100 firms to experience price rises include
Reckitt Benckiser (19.87 per cent) who make Dettol,
Nurofen, and Cillit Bang, and Flutter Entertainment – the
holding company containing Paddy Power and Betfair –
which has risen 13.99 per cent despite the cancellation
of many sporting events. ■

The Labour leader will say that unless ministers step in, local
authorities will have a “black hole” in their finances of around
£10 billion.
In a speech to the Local Government Association’s annual
conference, taking place online, he will commit a future
Labour administration to building a new relationship with
local government.
Starmer will also use his address to reaffirm his commitment
to replacing the House of Lords with an elected second
chamber representing “the nations and regions” of the UK.
“A Labour government would win power in order to hand
it back to the nations, regions, cities and towns across our
country,” he will say.
“We would give local government a much bigger say over
investment and services, not through plans devised by
someone in an office on Whitehall, but ones created and
rooted in communities, so that they truly serve the people.
“We would put local government, its power and its
innovation, straight at the heart of Westminster by replacing
the House of Lords with a democratic second chamber
representing the nations and regions of the UK.
“And we would give councillors, communities and people
on the front line in our public services a bigger say over the
decisions that affect them.”
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government said they were giving councils “unprecedented
support” through the pandemic as part of a £27 billion package
for local communities and businesses.
“This Government is committed to levelling up prosperity
and opportunity across the country,” a spokesman said. ■
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Morrison backs tough
Melbourne lockdown

NZ ‘won’t have to open
up to EU travellers’

Prime Minister Scott Morrison has thrown his support
behind the Victorian government’s tough suburban
lockdowns designed to save Melbourne
from coronavirus.

The European Union’s representative in New Zealand
says the country won’t have to open up to European
tourists in order to be able to travel to the EU.
Earlier, the union announced a list of 14 countries deemed
to be “safe”, and whose citizens would be allowed entry from
today.
The European Union finalised these plans, but Foreign Affairs
Minister Winston Peters said there would be no reciprocity.
EU representative Nina Obermaier said that reciprocity was
one of the criteria to be included on the list but only applied on
a case-by-case basis.
“The first and foremost criteria for qualifying for this list of
countries is the epidemiological situation, where of course New
Zealand is almost in a unique situation,” she said.
“It’s also about the trend, the testing, the surveillance, and
contact tracing capabilities – all of this has been taken into
account when putting this list together, which will be evolving.”
At the moment, the reciprocity requirement only applied to
China, Obermaier said.
“This is what they felt was necessary, apparently they felt that
it was right in addition to the epidemiological criteria – notably
the number of new cases stabilising below the level of the EU
over the past 14 days – and the overall response for COVID-19
that it was also necessary to add the reciprocity criteria.”
Testing may also be an entry requirement for travellers –
including from New Zealand – in some EU countries, she said.
“It’s important to stress that the decision at EU level was
a recommendation to the member states so it’s now up to
member states … to implement this measure and it might well
be that one or the other member states decides that selfisolation is necessary.”
The list would allow a “safe and slow start” to the European
travel season but it would be reviewed every 14 days, she said.
However, the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs
continues to advise against all international travel despite
the EU’s decision. ■

The prime minister has also warned people who refuse to be
checked for the disease could face fines as a hotspot testing
blitz continues.
Morrison said there was nothing surprising about
Melbourne’s outbreak after another 64 cases were detected
on Tuesday.
“Where outbreaks do occur you need to move on them as
the Victorian government is and they have our full support with
that,” he said.
Lockdown will be reinforced across 10 Melbourne postcodes
from Thursday until July 29.
People living in those areas will only be allowed to leave
home for work, study, essential shopping, exercise or to
receive or give care.
Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews has launched a judicial
inquiry into hotel quarantine, with a slew of cases linked to staff
infection control breaches.
Morrison said mistakes in hotel quarantine were lessons for
other states, noting no system was be perfect.
He said it was disappointing people in Melbourne were
refusing to get tested.
“We’re doing this in an Australian way. We’re looking to do
it through incentive, through the use of carrot, not stick,” the
prime minister said.
“But occasionally the stick will have to be put about, whether
it’s fines or other sanctions that are in place to ensure that we
keep everybody safe.”
Australia’s Acting Chief Medical Officer Paul Kelly said
Victorian health authorities were looking at whether to change
health advice to recommend face masks in hotspots. ■
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