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Trump: Dems would destroy US

Quarantine could be expanded

Virus death toll rises to 189

President Donald Trump has taken
sweeping digs at “crazy left radical
Democrats” on a fundraising trip to the
fracking fields of West Texas, launching
unsubstantiated claims that a Democratic
administration would destroy everything
from the country’s suburbs to the US
energy industry. Trump also played down
the financial difficulties of the oil and
gas industry in Texas and elsewhere, still
struggling with the pandemic lockdown
and global oversupply.

British Transport Secretary Grant Shapps
has said he “cannot rule out” that other
countries could be included under the
UK’s quarantine measures. Shapps
made the comment to reporters as he
returned to the UK having cut short a
family holiday to Spain. It followed the
UK Government’s decision to require
travellers from the country to isolate
for 14 days on their return to the UK
following a rise in Covid-19 cases.

Thirteen more people have died from
the coronavirus on Australia’s deadliest
day of the pandemic. Victoria has broken
its own record for new cases, with 723
recorded across the state. The national
death toll is now 189. Face masks will be
mandatory across Victoria and people
across six coastal and regional council
areas will be banned from visiting each
other at home. Aged care continued to
be a hotspot, with up to 10 of the 13
latest victims linked to nursing homes.
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Mars mission poised for blastoff

MPs flag food security concerns

Trial to sniff out Covid-19

The summer’s third and final mission to
Mars – featuring NASA’s most elaborate
life-hunting rover – is on the verge of
liftoff. The rover Perseverance will follow
China’s rover-orbiter combo and a United
Arab Emirates orbiter, both launched last
week. It will take the spacecraft seven
months to reach Mars after traveling
300 million miles. Once on the surface,
Perseverance will scrounge for evidence
of microscopic life and gather the most
promising rock samples.

A minister for food security is needed to
help with the threats posed by Covid-19
and a “disorderly Brexit”, a group of MPs
says. A new report by the Commons
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Select Committee warns the government
“cannot be complacent” and said possible
future crises could pose challenges
to food supplies. Neil Parish, the Tory
chairman of the committee, said despite
the easing of lockdown, “problems with
food security are far from over”.

Not only are dogs man’s best friend but
they’re also being trained to sniff out
Covid-19 infections. Researchers from the
University of Adelaide are working with
international partners to train dogs to
detect the infection, and hope to deploy
them within months. The trained dogs
would complement existing methods by
providing low cost, instantaneous and
reliable screening. They could be used
to screen hospital staff and travellers in
quarantine or at airports.
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Rapid test a ‘life-changer’

Can Covid-19 spread in the air?

Labour lead National in poll

A rapid test that can detect coronavirus
within minutes will be a “life-changer”,
and may be available before the end of
the year, an expert has said. The current
tests being used in the UK are PCR tests,
and while most people get their results
within 24 hours, it can take up to 72
hours. But David Nabarro, who is one of
the World Health Organisation’s special
envoys on Covid-19, said a test that
delivers results in minutes is essential in
order to live with the virus.

Recent Covid-19 outbreaks in crowded
indoor settings – restaurants, nightclubs
and choir practices – suggest the
virus can hang around in the air long
enough to potentially infect others if
social distancing measures are not
strictly enforced. Experts say the lack of
ventilation in these situations is thought
to have contributed to spread, and might
have allowed the virus to linger in the air
longer than normal.

The latest One News Colmar Brunton
poll has support for Labour at 53 per
cent, National at 32 per cent, NZ First
at 2 per cent, and the Greens at 5 per
cent, and ACT is at 5 per cent. The New
Conservatives and Māori parties were
each on 1 per cent. On those results,
Labour could govern alone. Labour
leader Jacinda Ardern had 54 per cent in
preferred prime minister, while National’s
Judith Collins was at 20 per cent.

rest of the world
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HK flexes new security law

Tracing app alerts 100 in Ireland

Another escape from isolation

Hong Kong police have signaled their
intent to enforce a new Chinese national
security law strictly, arresting four
youths on suspicion of inciting secession
through social media posts. Three males
and one female, aged 16 to 21, were
detained, a police official said. All were
believed to be students. The one-monthold law has chilled pro-democracy
protesting as activists along with
academics and others wonder if their
activities could be targeted.

More than 100 people have been warned
they have come into close contact with
a confirmed Covid-19 case through the
contact tracing app. Almost 1.45 million
people have downloaded the Covid-19
tracker app since it went live in recent
weeks. Senior civil servant Liz Canavan,
of the Department of the Taoiseach,
described the app as a “very important
enhancement” to the tracing service, but
she did not say how many of the close
contacts had also tested positive.

The Minister in charge of isolation
facilities Megan Woods says another
person has managed to escape from the
Crowne Plaza in Auckland after tailgating
a staff member. She said the man was
apprehended by police after only making
it 50 metres from the hotel. “Security and
the police were on to it and it really does
show the work of having the police on
site,” she said. “This is an example of the
systems working as they should.”
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US President Donald Trump. – AP

A United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket at Cape Canaveral, Florida. – AP

USA

USA

Trump: Dems would
destroy the US

Mars mission poised
for blastoff

President Donald Trump has taken digs at “crazy left
radical Democrats” on a fundraising trip to the fracking
fields of West Texas, claiming that a Democratic
administration would destroy everything from the
country’s suburbs to the US energy industry.

The summer’s third and final mission to Mars – featuring
NASA’s most elaborate life-hunting rover – is on the
verge of liftoff.
The rover Perseverance will follow China’s rover-orbiter combo
and a United Arab Emirates orbiter, both launched last week.
It will take the spacecraft seven months to reach Mars after
traveling 300 million miles.
Once on the surface, Perseverance will scrounge for
evidence of microscopic life and gather the most promising
rock samples for future pickup. NASA is teaming up with the
European Space Agency to return the samples to Earth around
2031.
This unprecedented effort will involve multiple launches and
spacecraft – and cost more than $US8 billion.
“We don’t know if life existed there or not. But we do know
that Mars at one point in its history was habitable,” NASA
Administrator Jim Bridenstine said.
The US remains the only country to land successfully on
Mars. If all goes well next February, Perseverance will become
the ninth US spacecraft to operate on the Martian surface.
First things first, though: Good flying weather is forecast
for United Launch Alliance’s Atlas V rocket. The Denver-based
rocket maker and its heritage companies have launched all of
NASA’s Mars missions, beginning with the Mariners in 1964.
ULA chief executive Tory Bruno said Perseverance is
arguably the most sophisticated and most exciting of all the
Mars missions.
“We are literally chomping at the bit to take this nuclearpowered dune buggy out to Mars,” he said. ■

Trump, speaking in front of stacked metal oil barrels, also
played down the financial difficulties of the oil and gas industry
in Texas and elsewhere, still struggling with the pandemic
lockdown and global oversupply that briefly drove oil prices
into negative territory this spring. Prices have rebounded to
around $40 a barrel, still below what some producers here
need to break even.
“We’re OK now. We’re back, we’re back,” Trump said to a
crowd scattered with people wearing cowboy hats and face
masks. He sought to contrast his support for oil and gas with
Democratic rival Joe Biden’s climate-friendly energy plan,
though Biden himself has stopped short of calling for a ban on
hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, the production method that
spurred US oil and gas to a yearslong boom that started under
President Barack Obama.
“If they got in, you would have no more energy coming out of
the great state of Texas,” warned Trump.
Trump alluded to the opposing party in the most extreme
terms, saying a Democratic White House win and the policies of
the “Washington crazy left radical Democrats” would mean “the
death of American prosperity. It would destroy our country.”
Trump also praised a step he took last week to rescind an
Obama-era fair housing rule undoing a prior administration
effort for low-income families that had Trump tweeting
warnings to what he called the “Suburban Housewives of
America.” “It’s been hell for suburbia,” he said.
“They want to uproot and demolish every American value.
They want to wipe away every trace of religion from national
life. They want to indoctrinate our children, defund our police,
abolish the suburbs, incite riots and leave every city at the
mercy of the radical left,” Trump declared. ■
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Quarantine rules could
be expanded

MPs flag food security
concerns

British Transport Secretary Grant Shapps has said he
“cannot rule out” that other countries could be included
under the UK’s quarantine measures.

A minister for food security is needed to help with the
threats posed by Covid-19 and a “disorderly Brexit”, a
group of MPs says.

Shapps made the comment to reporters as he returned to the
UK having cut short a family holiday to Spain.
It followed the UK government’s decision to require travellers
from the country to isolate for 14 days on their return to the
UK following a rise in Covid-19 cases.
Shapps will now need to isolate as a result of the restrictions
being imposed.
“We absolutely have to act the moment we get the
information and that’s exactly what happened with Spain as we
saw and as we’ve seen over the weekend where there was over
6100 cases – the highest since the peak in March over there,”
he said. “It was the right thing to do and it’s why the whole of
the UK did (it) at the same time.
“I can’t therefore rule out other countries having to go into
the quarantine as well.”
Shapps said he could understand the frustrations of those
impacted by the measures, although he insisted that it was
“essential” that the government acted when it did.
Some travel companies, including Tui and Jet2, have already
announced that flights to destinations in Spain would be
suspended into August.
“I very much understand (the frustrations), it obviously
had an impact on me and my family and I’m very, very sorry
and upset for the thousands of Brits who are either away or
perhaps even haven’t managed to go away this summer as well
to Spain,” Shapps said.
“But it’s absolutely essential we acted when we did, it’s why
all four nations of the United Kingdom acted together and the
figures since have turned out to justify that action.
“We have to, I think, have a clear message and make sure
that we act by adding entire countries to that list for the time
being.” ■

A new report by the Commons Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs Select Committee warns the government “cannot
be complacent” and said possible future crises could pose
challenges to food supplies.
Neil Parish, the Tory chairman of the committee, said despite
the easing of lockdown, “problems with food security are far
from over”.
“Food banks and other food redistribution organisations
have reacted heroically to a shocking spike in demand for food
aid, but this problem is likely to get worse before it gets better.
“It is therefore essential that the government appoints a
new minister for food security who will stop this issue falling
between the cracks.
“The government’s actions to lock down the country and
close businesses were necessary, but they had huge impacts
on the food sector and on food security.”
Parish said the Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs was “commendable” during the pandemic, but the
overall government response could have been better.
“Despite warnings from other countries, it seemed as though
the government was constantly playing catch-up in trying to
support the food industry during this crisis.
“The pandemic also highlighted our reliance on key workers,
and I unreservedly thank those in the food supply chain whose
work kept the nation fed throughout the crisis.
“In the future the government will need to communicate
better with the public.
“The voucher scheme for free school meals failed to
recognise where families using them were likely to shop and
encouraging everyone to shop online, when supermarkets had
warned they would struggle to meet demand, set the scene for
public frustration.
“We want the government to learn lessons for the future.” ■
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Patient transport vehicles are seen at Epping Gardens aged care facility in Epping,

– AAP
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AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIA

Aussie virus death toll
rises to 189

International trial to
sniff out Covid-19

Thirteen more people have died from the coronavirus on
Australia’s deadliest day of the pandemic.

Not only are dogs man’s best friend but they’re also
being trained to sniff out Covid-19 infections.

Victoria has broken its own record for new cases, with 723
recorded across the state.
The national death toll is now 189.
Face masks will be mandatory across Victoria and people
across six coastal and regional council areas will be banned
from visiting each other at home.
Aged care continues to be Victoria’s disaster hotspot, with up
to 10 of the 13 latest victims linked to nursing homes.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison warned private aged care
providers about not using protective personal equipment
correctly.
“Failure to comply with those requirements of using PPE will
lead to marking down on people’s accreditation,” he said.
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee is
meeting to determine further advice to combat the surging
Victorian infections.
“We can’t rule out further restrictions or limitations to stem
this outbreak,” Morrison said.
But he did not expect other states to ramp up anti-virus
measures, noting NSW had been able to track the source of
new cases.
The prime minister said the increase in deaths was the most
concerning issue.
“We’ve got to be careful not to slip into some idea that there
is some golden immunity that Australian has in relation to this
virus.”
Morrison said about 50 cases a day had no known source.
“That is the primary cause for concern,” he said.
The first of five Australian Medical Assistance Teams, usually
tasked with disaster relief in critical health situations, has
arrived in Melbourne. There are more than 1400 Defence
Force personnel already on the ground in the state.
NSW recorded 18 new cases, with just two coming from
returned travellers in hotel quarantine. ■

Researchers from the University of Adelaide are working with
international partners to train canines to detect the infection,
and hope to deploy them within months.
The University said the trained dogs would complement
existing methods by providing low cost, instantaneous and
reliable screening.
They could be used to screen hospital staff or travellers in
quarantine or at airports.
“Previous research has shown dogs can detect the presence
of specific volatile olfactory compounds (VOCs) caused by a
viral infection in people,” the University said.
Dr Anne-Lise Chaber from the University’s School of
Animal and Veterinary Sciences said the study would test the
sensitivity and specificity of canine smelling detection of VOCs
induced by Covid-19.
“Dogs are trained in the same way as dogs that detect
explosives,’’ Chaber said.
“If results from our local study are positive we will be able to
move to the clinical screening phase.
“According to recent studies, dogs are not susceptible to
SARS-CoV2 and the virus cannot replicate in them.
“This tool will become crucial when borders reopen or if we
face another wave.”
Chaber and Susan Hazel are co-ordinating the Australian
arm of the international alliance.
The international team, led by the National Veterinary
School in Alfort in France, have preliminary results that show
specialised dogs can detect Covid-19 VOCs in patients, with
some recording a 100 per cent success rate.
There are also indications the canines could identify infected
people prior to developing symptoms or those who are
asymptomatic. ■
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Riot police stand guard as pro-democracy protesters hold a news conference at a subway
station in Hong Kong. – AP
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Rapid test would be a
‘life-changer’

Hong Kong flexes new
security law

A rapid test that can detect coronavirus within minutes
will be a “life-changer”, and may be available before the
end of the year, an expert has said.

Hong Kong police have signaled their intent to enforce a
new Chinese national security law strictly, arresting four
youths on suspicion of inciting secession through social
media posts.

The current tests being used in the UK are PCR (polymerase
chain reaction) tests, and while most people get their results
within 24 hours, it can take up to 72 hours.
But David Nabarro, who is one of the World Health
Organisation’s (WHO) special envoys on Covid-19, said a test
that delivers results in minutes was essential in order to live
with the virus.
He said lockdown was a “crude” way of dealing with the
spread and more sophisticated measures were needed.
“The best way to deal with this virus is to identify people with
the disease really quickly, and to isolate them, to find their
contacts and isolate them, so interrupting transmission,” Dr
Nabarro said.
“And then breaking the chain of transfer from person to
person, and then to break the clusters that build up, and to
suppress outbreaks. Now the only way you can do that is by
knowing where the virus is.
“And the only way to know where the virus is, is to have a
very rapid point-of-contact test that is reliable.”
“A rapid test that is reliable, that can be used anywhere, is
the absolute requirement now – it’s more important than just
about anything else.”
Dr Nabarro explained that such a test would allow the quick
identification of health workers and those in care homes with
the disease.
Asked when a rapid test might be ready, Dr Nabarro said:
“My prediction is we’re about three months away.”
“Something like this might be available by Christmas.
“I’m trying super hard not to get into that kind of prediction,
but it’s not an unreasonable proposition providing that the
necessary funding is available.” ■

Three males and one female, aged 16 to 21, were detained, a
police official said. All are believed to be students.
“Our investigation showed that a group has recently
announced on social media that they have set up an
organization for Hong Kong independence,” said Li Kwai-wah,
senior superintendent of a newly formed unit to enforce the
security law.
The one-month-old law has chilled pro-democracy protesting
as activists along with academics and others wonder if their
activities could be targeted.
The central government in Beijing imposed the national
security law on the semi-autonomous Chinese territory
after city leaders were unable to get one passed locally. The
move has raised fears that Hong Kong’s freedoms and local
autonomy are being taken away.
Police did not identify the suspects or their group. An
organisation called Studentlocalism – which announced it was
disbanding just before the law took effect – said on Facebook
that four former members had been arrested on secession
charges, including ex-leader Tony Chung.
The police action appeared to target the Initiative
Independence Party, which says on its Facebook page that
it consists of former Studentlocalism members who have
completed their studies and are overseas.
The party, which also posted the news of the arrests,
advocates for independence because it believes full democracy
for Hong Kong is impossible under Chinese rule, its Facebook
page says.
Li said only that the group in question had set up recently
and that the posts were made after the law took effect late on
June 30. ■
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Can the coronavirus
spread through the air?

Tracing app alerts 100
in Ireland

Yes, it’s possible.

More than 100 people have been warned they have
come into close contact with a confirmed Covid-19 case
through the contact tracing app.

The World Health Organisation recently acknowledged the
possibility that Covid-19 might be spread in the air under
certain conditions.
Recent Covid-19 outbreaks in crowded indoor settings –
restaurants, nightclubs and choir practices – suggest the virus
can hang around in the air long enough to potentially infect
others if social distancing measures are not strictly enforced.
Experts say the lack of ventilation in these situations is
thought to have contributed to spread, and might have allowed
the virus to linger in the air longer than normal.
In a report published in May, researchers found that talking
produced respiratory droplets that could remain in the air in a
closed environment for about eight to 14 minutes.
The WHO says those most at risk from airborne spread are
doctors and nurses who perform specialized procedures such
as inserting a breathing tube or putting patients on a ventilator.
Medical authorities recommend the use of protective masks
and other equipment when doing such procedures.
Scientists maintain it’s far less risky to be outside than
indoors because virus droplets disperse in the fresh air,
reducing the chances of Covid-19 transmission. ■

Almost 1.45 million people have downloaded the Covid-19
tracker app since it went live in recent weeks.
Public health chiefs say the app plays a vital part in Ireland’s
fight against coronavirus.
Senior civil servant Liz Canavan, of the Department of
the Taoiseach, described the app as a “very important
enhancement” to the tracing service, but she did not say how
many of the close contacts had also tested positive or if any
had been tested.
“Remember the testing isn’t just about you. It’s about the
people around you, the people you’ve been in contact with,
some of whom may be much more vulnerable to the disease
than you are,” Canavan said.
“There may be people that you don’t even know that you
were close to in a public space. That’s why the Covid tracker
app is another tool in our toolbox.
“Contact tracing is one of the vital measures that will allow
us to contain the virus, and the Covid tracker app is a very
important enhancement to our contact tracing service.
“To date 105 people have been alerted by the app that they
have been in close contact with a confirmed case.
“If you’ve been in close contact with someone who tests
positive for Covid, the app sends you a close contact alert. If
you provide your phone number, the HSE will then contact
you to give you advice and refer you for testing if that’s
appropriate.”
She also said that around 98 per cent of Leaving Certificate
students registered on the Department of Education’s portal
had opted to receive calculated grades.
This year’s grades will be published on September 7, three
weeks later than usual.
Calculated grades are being issued for students who were
unable to sit exams this year due to the pandemic. ■
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Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern. – RNZ

The blue mask of the man who escaped. – RNZ / Matthew Theunissen

NEW ZEALAND

NEW ZEALAND

Labour lead National in
latest poll

Another escape from
managed isolation

The One News Colmar Brunton poll released tonight has
support for Labour at 53 per cent, National at 32 per
cent, NZ First at 2 per cent, and the Greens at 5 per cent,
and ACT is at 5 per cent.

The Minister in charge of isolation facilities Megan
Woods says another person managed to escape from
the Crowne Plaza in Auckland after tailgating a staff
member.

The New Conservatives and Māori parties were each on 1 per
cent.
On those results, Labour could govern alone.
Labour leader Jacinda Ardern had 54 per cent in preferred
prime minister, while National’s Judith Collins was at 20 per
cent. David Seymour and Winston Peters were each at 1 per
cent.
Collins had a 27 per cent approval rating as National leader,
however, considerably higher than Muller and Bridges.
The National Party’s popularity had sunk to new lows last
week in the previous Newshub-Reid Research poll.
That survey – the first since Judith Collins took over as leader
– showed National slumping to 25.1 per cent.
That was down from 30.6 per cent in May, a result which
spelled the beginning of the end for then-leader Simon
Bridges. Labour was on 60.9 per cent – up 4.4 points.
National campaign chair Gerry Brownlee had denounced the
Newshub-Reid Research poll as a “rogue” result.
Speaking from the campaign trail in Palmerston North,
Collins told reporters she felt “very strongly” that the results
were “clearly false”.
National released its internal polling to MPs and Collins later
said the results were “close to” 47 per cent and 36 per cent,
presumably in favour of Labour. ■

She said the man was apprehended by police after only making
it 50 metres from the hotel.
“They didn’t even make 50 metres. Security and the police
were on to it and it really does show the work of having the
police on site,” she said.
“They could be immediately brought back into the facility.
This is an example of the systems working as they should.”
Air Commodore Darryn Webb said the 32-year-old man
attempted to follow a staff member out of the gate, claiming he
was a worker.
Webb said the man refused to show identification to staff
who challenged him and then escaped onto Albert Street.
Defence Force staff followed the man until a police officer
wearing a mask and gloves arrested him 100 metres from the
hotel.
The man arrived from Brisbane on Wednesday, and has not
yet been tested for Covid-19.
He will appear in court at a later date. ■
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