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Deadly shooting at depot

Johnson to launch spending blitz

Victoria’s virus cases ‘concerning’

A man has driven into a distribution
centre and started shooting at people,
killing an employee and wounding four
others before he was killed by police,
authorities said. The shooting by the
31-year-old man with a semi-automatic
rifle started about at the Walmart
distribution center south of Red Bluff,
California, Tehama County Assistant
Sheriff Phil Johnston said in a news
conference.

The Prime Minister will announce a
spending blitz next week as he looks
to prepare the UK for the “thunderclap
of economic consequences” caused by
the coronavirus pandemic. Laying out
his vision for the country’s revival, Boris
Johnson will use a speech on Tuesday
to announce the creation of a taskforce
charged with fast-tracking the building
of schools, hospitals, roads and even
prisons as the UK bids to find a way out
of the downturn.

Concerns continue to grow about the
coronavirus outbreak in Victoria as the
number of cases around the world
topped 10 million with the death toll
fast approaching a grim 500,000. Just a
fortnight ago, Australia looked like it had
the pandemic under control, enabling
restrictions to gradually be lifted. But in
the past 12 days Victoria has recorded
double-digit increases daily in new cases
and a total of 90 over the weekend alone.

NORTH AMERICA

UK

NEW ZEALAND

Man shot dead at protest park

Call for terror attack rehearsals

Isolation system under stress

Police are investigating a fatal shooting at
a park in downtown Louisville, Kentucky,
where demonstrators had gathered to
protest the death of Breonna Taylor.
Reports of shots fired at Jefferson
Square Park came in around 9pm on
Saturday, Louisville Metro police said in
a statement, followed by calls that the
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department
was performing life-saving measures on a
man who died at the scene.

The Government has renewed calls for
schools, offices, hospitals and other
public places to be prepared for terrorist
attacks following last weekend’s Reading
stabbings. After the attack, in which
three people were killed and three more
injured, the Home Office has republished
advice urging various locations to
rehearse their responses to what it calls
marauding terror attacks.

A review of the country’s managed
isolation and quarantine system has
found it to be under “extreme stress”
and unable to respond to the increasing
demands being placed on it as more New
Zealanders return home. Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern ordered the review on
June 17 on the same day she announced
she was appointing Air Commodore
Darryn Webb to conduct the review and
oversee border management.
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State flag change a step closer

Mystery explosion rattles Iran

Rescue bid to save whale

Spectators at the Mississippi Capitol
broke into cheers and applause as
lawmakers took a big step toward erasing
the Confederate battle emblem from
the state flag, a symbol that has come
under intensifying criticism in recent
weeks amid nationwide protests against
racial injustice. “The eyes of the state, the
nation and indeed the world are on this
House,” Republican Rep. Jason White told
his colleagues.

An explosion that rattled Iran’s capital
came from an area in its eastern
mountains that analysts believe hides an
underground tunnel system and missile
production sites, satellite photographs
show. What exploded in the incident
that sent a massive fireball into the sky
near Tehran remains unclear, as does the
cause of the blast.

A rescue mission is underway to refloat a
stranded sperm whale off Caroline Bay in
Timaru. The Department of Conservation
and whale rescue group Project Jonah
are at the scene. Project Jonah general
manager Daren Grover said the whale is
about 12 metres long and could weigh
anywhere between 10 and 20 tonnes.
“The whale is grounded on the beach but
has about a metre of water around it,
the tide is going out so we want to work
quickly but as carefully as possible.”

NORTH AMERICA

REST OF THE WORLD

NEW ZEALAND

Pence cancels events amid spike

Brazil to produce virus vaccine

Four new coronavirus cases

Vice President Mike Pence has called off
campaign events in Florida and Arizona
as the states experience a surge in new
coronavirus cases. Pence will still travel to
those states, which have set records for
new confirmed infections in recent days,
the White House confirmed, saying he will
meet governors and their health teams.

The Brazilian government has announced
an agreement with Oxford University and
pharmaceutical company AstraZeneca to
produce a promising coronavirus vaccine
that is undergoing tests. Brazilian Health
Ministry authorities said the country will
pay $127 million and receive material
to produce 30.4 million doses in two
batches in December and January, which
would allow it to quickly start inoculation
efforts if the vaccine is certified to be safe
and effective.

New Zealand has picked up four new
cases of Covid-19 at the border, with all
four in managed isolation. There are now
20 active cases in this country, none of
them are in the community. The total
number of confirmed Covid-19 cases in
New Zealand is now 1176. The first new
case is a woman in her 30s who arrived
in New Zealand from India on 14 June.
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Crime tape blocks off a parking lot outside the Red Bluff Walmart Distribution Center

- AP

where at least two people were killed in Red Bluff, California. - AP
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Deadly shooting at
distribution centre

Man shot dead
at protest park

A man has driven into a distribution centre and
started shooting at people, killing an employee and
wounding four others before he was killed by police,
authorities said.

Police are investigating a fatal shooting at a park in
downtown Louisville, Kentucky, where demonstrators
had gathered to protest the death of Breonna Taylor.
Reports of shots fired at Jefferson Square Park came in
around 9pm on Saturday, Louisville Metro police said in a
statement, followed by calls that the Jefferson County Sheriff’s
Department was performing life-saving measures on a man
who died at the scene.
Shortly after, police were told of a shooting victim across the
street at the Hall of Justice. That person was hospitalised with
non-life-threatening injuries.
Video posted on social media appeared to show a man
opening fire into the park as people scrambled for cover. The
footage later showed at least one person bleeding profusely
on the ground.
Officers cleared the park and police “are trying to gather as
much information as possible in order to identify all who were
involved in the incident,” the statement said.
No information about arrests, possible suspects and the
victims’ identities and ages was immediately released. Officials
did not immediately release additional information.
The park has for weeks been the epicentre for protests in
the city after the police killings of Taylor and George Floyd.
The Saturday night shooting was at least the second during
nearly a month of protests in Louisville over Taylor’s death.
Seven people were wounded May 28 when gunfire erupted
near City Hall, prompting a statement from Taylor’s mother
asking people to demand justice “without hurting each other.”
“Praying for our city,” tweeted Kentucky state Rep. Charles
Booker of Louisville late on Saturday. The Democrat is running
for his party’s nomination to challenge Republican Senate
leader Mitch McConnell in the fall.
Taylor, a 26-year-old black woman, was killed in her Louisville
home in March by police who were serving a no-knock warrant.
Protesters have been calling for the officers involved in her
death to be charged. One of the officers was recently fired. ■

The shooting by the 31-year-old man with a semi-automatic
rifle started about at the Walmart distribution center south
of Red Bluff, California, Tehama County Assistant Sheriff Phil
Johnston said in a news conference.
Tehama County Sheriff’s Office deputies have determined
the shooter circled the parking lot four times before crashing
into the building and opening fire with the rifle, Johnston said.
Red Bluff police officers shot the suspected shooter at the
distribution centre, the KHSL TV station reported.
The suspect has a history with the workplace, Johnston
said. The identity of the suspected shooter is being withheld
pending notification of relatives.
The employee who was killed is Martin Haro-Lozano, 45, of
Orland, California, Johnston said.
There also was a fire at the distribution centre, authorities
said. There were about 200 workers inside the facility, some of
whom locked themselves in a room, employees at the centre
told the KHSL TV station.
The suspect was described as being in a white vehicle, the
Sacramento Bee reported.
Scott Thammakhanty, an employee at the facility’s receiving
centre, said he heard the shooter fire from the rifle.
“It went on and on – I don’t even know how many times he
fired,” Thammakhanty said. “I just know it was a lot.”
Thammakhanty and others started running for their lives,
and he saw people lying on the ground as he went, he said.
Thammakhanty said that he didn’t know his identity.
Dispatchers said at least one woman had been shot.
Walmart spokesman Scott Pope said the company is “aware
of the situation” and working with law enforcement. ■
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Johnson to launch
spending blitz

Home Office calls for
terror attack rehearsals

Prime Minister Boris Johnson will announce a spending
blitz next week as he looks to prepare the UK for the
“thunderclap of economic consequences” caused by the
coronavirus pandemic.

The Government has renewed calls for schools, offices,
hospitals and other public places to be prepared for
terrorist attacks following last weekend’s Reading
stabbings.

Laying out his vision for the country’s revival, Johnson will use
a speech on Tuesday to announce the creation of a taskforce
charged with fast-tracking the building of schools, hospitals,
roads and even prisons as the UK bids to find a way out of the
downturn.
Johnson – who claimed to be feeling as “fit as a butcher’s
dog” following his own brush with Covid-19 – said: “This has
been a huge, huge shock to the country but we’re going to
bounce back very well.
“We want to build our way back to health.
“If Covid was a lightning flash, we’re about to have the
thunderclap of the economic consequences. We’re going
to be ready.”
Downing Street said the speed at which the NHS Nightingale
hospitals were created across the country during the deadly
outbreak inspired Johnson to set up the infrastructure delivery
taskforce, which will be chaired by Chancellor Rishi Sunak.
The group will be told there are now “no excuses for delays”
to building programmes after the country demonstrated it can
move at pace during a national emergency.
Known as “Project Speed” among officials, the body will sift
through the blueprints of major infrastructure projects which
are in the pipeline and look to iron out any inefficiencies which
could hold-up their delivery and stall the country’s recovery.
The PM said the country would “‘absolutely not (be) going
back to the austerity of 10 years ago” seen under ex-Tory
leader David Cameron, with multiple reports saying Johnson
is preparing to announce “tens of billions” of pounds of
investment.
The Government hopes a building boom will boost jobs and
improve connectivity as it looks to drive growth after
the pandemic. ■

After the attack, in which three people were killed and three
more injured, the Home Office has republished advice urging
various locations to rehearse their responses to what it calls
marauding terror attacks.
Such attacks are categorised as “fast-moving and violent”,
with assailants moving through a location aiming to kill or
injure as many people as possible, and with most deaths
occurring within minutes, before police can arrive.
The advice booklet, published by the national counterterrorism security office on the Gov.uk website, says:
“Defending your organisation against a marauding terrorist
attack is undoubtedly a challenging task … However, with
well developed procedures, security systems, training and
rehearsal, lives can be saved.”
The advice is said to be most relevant to office buildings
but can also apply to locations including schools, cinemas,
hospitals, shopping centres, stadiums and transport hubs.
The booklet was first drafted after simulations carried out in
2017 and 2018.
But it has been republished after warnings from Home
Secretary Priti Patel last week that the threat from so-called
lone wolf terrorists was on the rise, and as many locations
reopen again after the coronavirus lockdown.
It addresses how to respond to “low sophistication” attacks,
such as those using bladed weapons or vehicles, through to
more complex terrorist actions involving guns or explosives.
Incidents including the London Bridge and Westminster
Bridge killings of 2017 are classed as marauding attacks.
“Rehearsing the response to a marauding terrorist attack
is the only way to ensure that the procedures and technical
systems function as expected and to highlight areas for
improvement,” the advice says. ■

4

JUNE 28 (GMT) – JUNE 29 (AEST), 2020

- AAP

Air Commodore Darryn Webb with Housing Minister Megan Woods. – RNZ / Dom Thomas
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Victoria’s COVID-19
cases ‘concerning’

Isolation system under
‘extreme stress’

Concerns continue to grow about the coronavirus
outbreak in Victoria as the number of cases around
the world topped 10 million with the death toll fast
approaching a grim 500,000.

A review of the country’s managed isolation and
quarantine system has found it to be under “extreme
stress” and unable to respond to the increasing demands
being placed on it as more New Zealanders return home.

Just a fortnight ago, Australia looked like it had the pandemic
under control, enabling restrictions to gradually be lifted.
But in the past 12 days Victoria has recorded double-digit
increases daily in new cases and a total of 90 over the
weekend alone.
There were 41 new cases on Saturday and 49 on Sunday, the
highest daily number since April.
“The latest numbers are of genuine concern,” Deputy Chief
Medical Officer Michael Kidd said.
But he wouldn’t go as far as describing the Victorian
outbreak as a “second wave”.
Still, the latest figures contrast with Western Australia
which had one new case and NSW with three – all people
coming from overseas. Queensland and South Australia
had no new cases.
“It’s important that Victoria continues to test widely and
to rigorously follow up with any contacts and to ensure
people identified as cases and contacts remain in quarantine
and isolation until advised otherwise by the state health
authorities,” Kidd said.
He said of the more than 2.3 million COVID-19 tests that
have been carried out across Australia, 18,000 were in Victoria
on Saturday and over 40,000 in the past two days.
Victoria has also stepped up measures to contain the
outbreak.
Premier Daniel Andrews announced returned travellers
will now need to be tested twice before being allowed to
leave isolation, or they will have to spend a further 10 days in
quarantined.
But he also announced that the less-invasive saliva testing
would start on Sunday. ■

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern ordered the review on June
17 on the same day she announced she was appointing Air
Commodore Darryn Webb to conduct the review and oversee
border management.
Air Commodore Webb, along with Housing Minister Megan
Woods – who has been appointed the minister-in-charge of
quarantine and isolation facilities – announced the outcome of
the review at Parliament.
It comes after a number of reports of people mixing and
mingling in facilities, people leaving managed isolation without
having been tested at all for Covid-19 and members of the
public holding events in hotels where managed isolation is
taking place.
While the review found the system wasn’t “broken’’ it
revealed the increased number of people returning to New
Zealand and going into managed isolation was putting
pressure on accommodation facilities and staff were only able
to respond to daily challenges.
“The resources required to support the Managed Isolation
and Quarantine (MIQ) function have failed to keep pace with
the increased volume of returnees. This has resulted in a very
dedicated team having to confront immediate issues with
limited capacity to plan ahead,” the review said.
“This is impacting on staff well-being and the confidence that
returnees have in the process.”
The review also identified there was an absence of
standardised information for those returning to New Zealand
and often the first they knew of MIQ was when they had a
health check on arrival at the airport.
In many cases returning passengers weren’t even aware MIQ
was required. ■
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Don Hartness walks around the Capitol carrying the current Mississippi state flag and the

Vice President Mike Pence. - AP

American flag. – AP
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Mississippi state flag
change a step closer

Pence cancels events
amid COVID-19 spikes

Spectators at the Mississippi Capitol broke into cheers
and applause as lawmakers took a big step toward
erasing the Confederate battle emblem from the
state flag, a symbol that has come under intensifying
criticism in recent weeks amid nationwide protests
against racial injustice.

Vice President Mike Pence has called off campaign
events in Florida and Arizona as the states experience
a surge in new coronavirus cases.
Pence will still travel to those states, which have set records
for new confirmed infections in recent days, the White House
confirmed, saying he will meet governors and their health
teams.
Pence said during a briefing by the White House’s
coronavirus task force that he would be visiting Florida, Texas
and Arizona to receive a “ground report” on spiking cases
of COVD-19 across the region. The three states’ Republican
governors have come under criticism for pushing for
aggressive reopening after virus-related lockdowns as cases
in the states rise.
Pence is traveling to Dallas on Sunday to attend a “Celebrate
Freedom Rally” at First Baptist Church Dallas before meeting
with Texas Gov. Greg Abbott. But planned political events later
in the week have been pushed off.
On Tuesday, Pence was supposed to address a Trump-Pence
campaign “Faith in America” event in Tuscon, Arizona, before
meeting Gov. Doug Ducey in Yuma. The campaign event has
been postponed.
In Florida on Thursday, Pence was to embark on a bus tour,
including an appearance in Lake Wales at an event organized
by the pro-Trump group America First Policies billed as the
“Great American Comeback tour.” The group announced
that “out of an abundance of caution at this time, we are
postponing the Great American Comeback tour stop in Florida.
We look forward to rescheduling soon.”
The Sarasota County Republican Party confirmed in a note to
supporters that Pence’s campaign event along the Gulf Coast
of the state was also postponed. He was still set to meet with
Gov. Ron DeSantis. ■

“The eyes of the state, the nation and indeed the world are on
this House,” Republican Rep. Jason White told his colleagues.
On the other end of the Capitol, Sen. Briggs Hopson
declared: “Today, you – Mississippi – have a date with destiny.”
Mississippi has the last state flag with the Confederate battle
emblem – a red field topped by a blue X with 13 white stars.
Many see the emblem as racist, and the flag has been divisive
for generations in a state with a 38% Black population.
Republican Gov. Tate Reeves said for the first time that he
would sign a bill to change the flag if the Republican-controlled
Legislature sends him one. He previously said he would not
veto one – a more passive stance.
“The argument over the 1894 flag has become as divisive as
the flag itself and it’s time to end it,” Reeves said.
The House and Senate voted by more than the required twothirds majority to suspend legislative deadlines and file a bill to
change the flag.
The vote was the big test, though, because of the margin.
Only a simple majority is needed to pass a bill.
“I would never have thought that I would see the flag come
down in my lifetime,” said Democratic Sen. Barbara Blackmon
of Canton, who is African American.
A bill will erase the current Mississippi flag from state law.
A commission will design a new flag that cannot include the
Confederate battle emblem but must have the phrase “In God
We Trust.” The new design will be put on the ballot November
3. If a majority voting that day accept the new design, it will
become the state flag. If a majority reject it, the commission will
design a new flag using the same guidelines. ■
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Analysts say an explosion appears to have charred a large area of scrubland near Tehran.

- AP
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Iran explosion was near
suspected missile site

Brazil to produce
COVID-19 vaccine

An explosion that rattled Iran’s capital came from an
area in its eastern mountains that analysts believe hides
an underground tunnel system and missile production
sites, satellite photographs show.

The Brazilian government has announced an agreement
with Oxford University and pharmaceutical company
AstraZeneca to produce a promising coronavirus vaccine
that is undergoing tests.

What exploded in the incident that sent a massive fireball
into the sky near Tehran remains unclear, as does the cause
of the blast.
The unusual response of the Iranian government in the
aftermath of the explosion, however, underscores the sensitive
nature of an area near where international inspectors believe
the Islamic Republic conducted high-explosive tests two
decades ago for nuclear weapon triggers.
The blast shook homes, rattled windows and lit up the
horizon in the Alborz Mountains. State TV later aired a segment
from what it described as the site of the blast.
One of its journalists stood in front of what appeared to be
large, blackened gas cylinders, though the camera remained
tightly focused and did not show anything else around the site.
Defense Ministry spokesman Davood Abdi blamed the blast on
a leaking gas he did not identify and said no one was killed in
the explosion.
Abdi described the site as a “public area,” raising the
question of why military officials and not civilian firefighters
would be in charge. The state TV report did not answer that.
Satellite photos of the area, some 20 kilometers (12.5 miles)
east of downtown Tehran, showed hundreds of meters of
charred scrubland not seen in images of the area taken in the
weeks ahead of the incident. The building near the char marks
resembled the facility seen in the state TV footage.
The gas storage area sits near what analysts describe as
Iran’s Khojir missile facility. The explosion appears to have
struck a facility for the Shahid Bakeri Industrial Group, which
makes solid-propellant rockets, said Fabian Hinz, a researcher
at the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at
the Middlebury Institute of International Studies in Monterey,
California. ■

Brazilian Health Ministry authorities said in a press conference
that the country will pay $127 million and receive material to
produce 30.4 million doses in two batches in December and
January, which would allow it to quickly start inoculation efforts
if the vaccine is certified to be safe and effective.
They said the total deal is for 100 million vaccines for a
country of about 210 million residents. It will be produced by
local vaccine maker Fiocruz.
The first to get the Oxford shot would be high-risk groups
such as the elderly, people with comorbidities and health and
security professionals.
Arnaldo Correia de Medeiros, secretary of health
surveillance, said distribution will be fast because of Brazil’s
public health care system. “This country has extensive
experience in extremely fast vaccination”, he said.
British researchers started testing the experimental shot in
May aiming to immunize more than 10,000 people, including
older people and children. The vaccine is one of about a dozen
in the early stages of human testing.
Brazil, where coronavirus infections are still on the rise,
counts more than 1 million confirmed cases and more than
55,900 fatalities.
Vijay Rangarajan, the British ambassador to Brazil, said
Tuesday the vaccine maker has the capacity to produce
two billion doses in its first batch, which is expected by the
end of the year. But much of that global production is already
purchased.
On May 21, the United States announced a deal for at least
300 million doses of the Oxford shot and committed up to
$1.2 billion to the effort. On June 13, AstraZeneca agreed to
supply up to 400 million doses of the experimental vaccine to
European Union nations. ■
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The whale is beached off Caroline Bay. – RNZ / Project Jonah

A Novotel being used as a managed isolation facility in Auckland. – RNZ / Chen Liu

NEW ZEALAND

NEW ZEALAND

Rescue bid to save
beached whale

Four new COVID-19
cases, all in isolation

A rescue mission is underway to refloat a stranded
sperm whale off Caroline Bay in Timaru.

New Zealand has picked up four new cases of COVID-19
at the border, with all four in managed isolation.

The Department of Conservation and whale rescue group
Project Jonah are at the scene.
Project Jonah general manager Daren Grover said the whale
is about 12 metres long and could weigh anywhere between
10 and 20 tonnes.
“The whale is grounded on the beach but has about a metre
of water around it, the tide is going out so we want to work
quickly but as carefully as possible.”
“We have a large powerful fishing vessel further offshore, and
we have already got a sling around the body of the whale so
the idea is to gently edge and use the whales natural buoyancy
as well to hopefully get it into deeper water,” Grover said.
He said once in deeper water the whale will be able to be
assessed.
“Sperm whales usually live in deep areas of the ocean so its
very rare to see one so close to shore,” Grover said.
Last week, a Brydes whale stranded at Whakatete Bay north
of Thames and died. ■

There are now 20 active cases in this country, none of them are
in the community. The total number of confirmed COVID-19
cases in New Zealand is now 1176.
The first new case is a woman in her 30s who arrived in New
Zealand from India on 14 June. The Health Ministry said she is
the wife of a previous case who earlier tested positive and had
been isolating separately from her husband since his positive
test. She tested positive on day 11 of isolation.
The second case is a man in his 30s who arrived from Nepal
via Sydney on 18 June on flight NZ102 and had been staying at
the Novotel Ellerslie. He tested positive on day three and three
close family contacts who have been travelling with him have
also been tested, with two negative results and a third pending.
The third new case is a man in his 30s who was in isolation
at the Grand Millennium hotel, whose result was picked up in
day 3 testing.
The fourth case is a man in his 30s who was isolating at the
Haka Hotel in Auckland since 24 June after arriving on AI1316.
He was taken by ambulance to Auckland City Hospital last night
after showing symptoms and was then tested.
The Ministry said in a statement he was still in hospital in a
stable condition on a ward and has not required intensive care.
“Members of staff treating the man were made aware that he
had returned from overseas to a managed quarantine facility
and appropriate protocols were followed, including the use of
PPE. No members of staff are considered close contacts.”
There were two new cases yesterday, including one woman
who had also visited Auckland Hospital for a short time.
The last time there were no new cases was on 19 June,
and there have been 15 new cases since then. They are all in
isolation and there are no cases in the community.
Director-General of Health Dr Ashley Bloomfield said the
new cases showed again how important it was to spend
14 days in managed isolation or quarantine. ■
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