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Trump ‘unaware of bounties’

Boris: Pandemic a ‘nightmare’

PM pledges to help Victoria

President Donald Trump has denied that
he was made aware of US intelligence
officials’ conclusions that Russia
secretly offered bounties to Talibanlinked militants for killing American
troops in Afghanistan. The intelligence
assessments came amid Trump’s push
to withdraw the US from Afghanistan,
and suggested that Russia was making
overtures to militants as the US and the
Taliban were holding talks to end the
long-running war.

The coronavirus pandemic has been an
“absolute nightmare” and a “disaster” for
the country, Prime Minister Boris Johnson
says, as he promised a “whack-a-mole”
strategy to tackling local flare-ups of the
virus. The Prime Minister said he wanted
to set out a plan to “bounce forward”
following the pandemic.

Health authorities concede Victoria’s
coronavirus outbreak is likely to get
worse before it gets better, after the state
recorded another 75 new cases. Prime
Minister Scott Morrison says the entire
nation will do everything it can to help
contain the outbreaks. He will canvass
the possibility of local area lockdowns
with Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews.

NORTH AMERICA

UK

NEW ZEALAND

Mississippi to ditch state flag

Virus crisis hits London economy

Ardern: We just have to fix it

Mississippi will retire the last state flag
in the US with the Confederate battle
emblem, more than a century after
white supremacist legislators adopted
the design a generation after the South
lost the Civil War. A broad coalition of
lawmakers – Black and white, Democrat
and Republican – voted for change as
the state faced increasing pressure
amid nationwide protests against racial
injustice.

London’s economy has taken a “swift and
sizeable” hit from the coronavirus crisis,
according to a new report. The London
Chamber of Commerce said its research
suggested that the hospitality sector
had been particularly badly affected by
the economic lockdown. Two thirds of
500 businesses in the capital surveyed
reported reductions in their cashflow in
recent months, as domestic and export
revenue dried up, rising to three out of
four hospitality firms.

Amid the results of the Covid-19
managed isolation review, Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern wants people
to remember that testing has shown
no evidence of the coronavirus in the
community. The review found the
managed isolation and quarantine
system to be under “extreme stress”
and unable to respond to the increasing
demands being placed on it as more
New Zealanders returned home.
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Deadly attack on stock exchange

PM’s schools rebuilding scheme

Chinese media’s Aussie spy claim

Militants have attacked the stock
exchange in the Pakistani city of Karachi,
killing at least three people – two
guards and a policeman, according to
police. Special police forces deployed
to the scene of the attack and in a swift
operation secured the building, killing all
four gunmen. There were no reports of
any wounded among the brokers and
employees inside the exchange and a
separatist militant group later claimed
responsibility for the attack.

The Prime Minister will attempt to kickstart the economy after COVID-19 with
a decade-long schools rebuilding plan.
Boris Johnson is expected to announce a
spending blitz during a speech as he lays
the groundwork for the UK to spend its
way out of the coronavirus downturn by
undertaking a vast building programme.
Part of the plans will include a 10-year
undertaking to improve school facilities,
along with sprucing up classrooms
currently in use.

China’s state media has claimed Australia
is ramping up spying efforts against
Beijing as diplomatic ties come under
heavy pressure. The Chinese Communist
Party-run Global Times tabloid accuses
Australia of waging an intensifying
espionage offensive through sending
spies to China. It also claims Australia is
instigating defections, spying on Chinese
students and feeding “fake news” to the
media to hype up theories about Chinese
spying.
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UK

NEW ZEALAND

Deadly flooding strikes China

Parents facing school fines

Former deputy leaving politics

Authorities in southwestern China’s
Sichuan province say at least 12 people
have died and 10 are missing following
heavy rains, adding to a grow toll from
summer flooding across the country.
Sichuan’s Mianning county was battered
by storms for two days, with flooding
especially bad in Yihai township, the
county government reported. Two
vehicles plunged into a river along a
flood-damaged highway, and 7705
people were evacuated in the area.

Parents in England could be fined if they
do not send their children back to school
in September, the Education Secretary
has said. Gavin Williamson said a return
to school will be “compulsory” and
families may face financial penalties if
they keep their children at home – unless
there is a “good reason” for the absence.

National MP and ousted deputy leader
Paula Bennett has announced she will
not be standing at the upcoming election.
Bennett is stepping down immediately
from her number 13 party ranking
and all portfolio responsibilities. The
Upper Harbour MP says she has had an
incredible time in politics and was looking
forward to her next career – in business.
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President Donald Trump. - AP

A Mississippi state flag flying outside the Capitol in Jackson, Mississippi. - AP
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Trump ‘unaware of
bounties on US troops’

Mississippi to ditch
Confederate emblem

President Donald Trump has denied that he was made
aware of US intelligence officials’ conclusions that Russia
secretly offered bounties to Taliban-linked militants for
killing American troops in Afghanistan.

Mississippi will retire the last state flag in the US with
the Confederate battle emblem, more than a century
after white supremacist legislators adopted the design
a generation after the South lost the Civil War.

The intelligence assessments came amid Trump’s push
to withdraw the US from Afghanistan, and suggested that
Russia was making overtures to militants as the US and the
Taliban were holding talks to end the long-running war. The
assessment was first reported by the New York Times and then
confirmed to the Associated Press by American intelligence
officials and two others with knowledge of the matter.
There were conflicting reports about whether Trump was
aware of Russia’s actions. The intelligence officials told the
AP that the president was briefed on the matter earlier this
year; Trump denied that, tweeting that neither he nor Vice
President Mike Pence had been briefed. The president tweeted
that he was just told that intelligence officials didn’t report the
information to him because they didn’t find it credible.
The intelligence officials and others with knowledge of
the matter insisted on anonymity in order to discuss the
highly sensitive matter.
The White House National Security Council would not
confirm the assessments, but said the US receives thousands
of intelligence reports daily that are subject to strict scrutiny.
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., who golfed with Trump on the
weekend, tweeted that it is “Imperative Congress get to the
bottom of recent media reports that Russian GRU units in
Afghanistan have offered to pay the Taliban to kill American
soldiers with the goal of pushing America out of the region.”
Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming, the No. 3 Republican in the
House, called for the White House to share more information
with Congress, saying if true, lawmakers need to know “Who
did know and when?” and, referring to Russian leader Vladimir
Putin, “What has been done in response to protect our forces
& hold Putin accountable?”
Russia called the report “nonsense.” ■

A broad coalition of lawmakers – Black and white, Democrat
and Republican – voted for change as the state faced
increasing pressure amid nationwide protests against
racial injustice.
Mississippi has a 38 per cent Black population, and critics
have said for generations that it’s wrong to have a flag that
prominently features an emblem many condemn as racist.
Democratic Sen. David Jordan told his colleagues just
before the vote that Mississippi needs a flag that unifies
rather than divides.
“Let’s do this because it’s the right thing to do,” Jordan said.
The Senate voted 37-14 to retire the flag, hours after the
House voted 91-23.
Cheers rang out in the state Capitol after the Senate vote.
Some spectators wept. Legislators embraced each other, many
hugging colleagues who were on the opposing side of an issue
that has long divided the tradition-bound state.
Republican Gov. Tate Reeves is expected to sign the bill into
law in the next few days.
Democratic Rep. Robert Johnson of Natchez choked back
tears as he told reporters that he has seen white colleagues
develop more empathy about how the Confederate symbol is
painful to him and other African Americans.
“They began to understand and feel the same thing that I’ve
been feeling for 61 years of my life,” Johnson said.
A commission will design a new flag that cannot include the
Confederate symbol and that must have the words “In God We
Trust.” Voters will be asked to approve the new design in the
November 3 election. If they reject it, the commission will set a
different design using the same guidelines, and that would be
sent to voters later. ■
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Pandemic an absolute
nightmare, Boris says

Virus crisis hits London
economy hard - study

The coronavirus pandemic has been an “absolute
nightmare” and a “disaster” for the country, Prime
Minister Boris Johnson says, as he promised a “whack-amole” strategy to tackling local flare-ups of the virus.

London’s economy has taken a “swift and sizeable” hit
from the coronavirus crisis, according to a new report.
The London Chamber of Commerce said its research
suggested that the hospitality sector had been particularly
badly affected by the economic lockdown.
Two thirds of 500 businesses in the capital surveyed
reported reductions in their cashflow in recent months, as
domestic and export revenue dried up, rising to three out of
four hospitality firms.
Business confidence was also at its lowest among the
hospitality sector, with 80 per cent expecting economic
conditions in London to worsen over the next year, said
the report.
Richard Burge, chief executive of London Chamber of
Commerce, said: “With businesses forced to close their doors
to stop the spread of COVID-19, it will surprise no-one to hear
that the London economy largely took a swift and sizeable hit.
“The recovery will likely not be as swift. So, whilst business is
grateful for the economic support package thus far, targeted
sector intervention from the Government may well still be
required later this year.” ■

The Prime Minister said he wanted to set out a plan to “bounce
forward” following the pandemic.
“This has been a disaster, let’s not mince our words, this has
been an absolute nightmare for the country,” he said.
“The country has gone through a profound shock. But in
those moments you have the opportunity to change and to
do things better.
“We really want to build back better, to do things differently,
to invest in infrastructure, transport, broadband – you name it.”
He said there will be “some bumpy times” ahead but the
UK will get through the economic fallout, adding that people
“instinctively” knew it would be tough.
“We’ve seen a big fall in our GDP and everybody understands
as we come out of it there are going to be some bumpy times
but the UK is an amazingly dynamic, resilient economy and
we’re going to come through it very, very well indeed,” he said.
The PM insisted now was not the time to “step back” from
supporting the economy, adding: “The Government will remain
very, very much engaged with people, with businesses helping
everybody to get through this.
“We had to put our arms around the UK economy, we had to
do the coronavirus job retention scheme, the furlough scheme,
all sorts of amazing loans, bounce-back loans and so on, to
help businesses, we can’t just now step back.
“So what we’re going to be doing in the next few months is
really doubling down on our initial agenda which was all about
investment, if you remember, in infrastructure, in education, in
technology, to bring the country together.”
Johnson said an economic effort like the one enacted by
former US president Franklin D Roosevelt in his New Deal
out of the great depression was now needed. ■
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PM pledges to help
virus-hit Victoria

Ardern: We just have to
fix quarantine system

Health authorities concede Victoria’s coronavirus
outbreak is likely to get worse before it gets better,
after the state recorded another 75 new cases.

Amid the results of the COVID-19 managed isolation
review, Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern wants people to
remember that testing has shown no evidence of the
coronavirus in the community.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison says the entire nation will do
everything it can to help contain the outbreaks.
He will canvass the possibility of local area lockdowns with
Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews.
Victoria has recorded 75 fresh COVID-19 cases, bringing the
state’s confirmed total to 2099.
That comes on top of 90 new cases found over the weekend
in a massive testing blitz.
The state’s chief health officer said it was a concerning
number.
“I think it will get worse before it gets better,” Brett Sutton
said.
“It is very hard to make reductions in this space. What I
would say is that we know what works already. We just need
people to do it.”
He said the new cases would have been infected almost
a week ago, before an intense communications and testing
campaign began.
Morrison said the outbreak was concerning but not
surprising.
He will speak with Andrews about what further resources the
state might need, potentially including support to lock down
hotspot suburbs.
“The premier and I are very adamant that we do what is
necessary to contain this outbreak,” Morrison said.
“Victoria will lead that approach and they will be the final
arbiter of what steps they take, but we can leave no stone
unturned and no resource left unapplied to this task.”
The state has also moved to ensure people in mandatory
hotel quarantine are tested for the virus after it emerged three
in 10 people were refusing tests – a much higher rate than in
other jurisdictions. ■

The review found the managed isolation and quarantine
system to be under “extreme stress” and unable to respond
to the increasing demands being placed on it as more New
Zealanders returned home.
Ardern said there had been 80,000 tests for COVID-19 in the
past 13 days with no positive results in the community.
“Here we are at the bottom of the world as this pandemic
is surging - 10 million cases ... the reason we are seeing
these extra cases at our border is because the pandemic is
growing not slowing, and New Zealand has been on a different
trajectory to the rest of the world.
“What you are asking is, is it possible to keep it that way?
That is what we are putting all of our effort into ... it is a very
difficult task though.”
She said New Zealanders should have confidence in the
government’s response because it had “adjusted our settings
every step of the way based on what we’ve learnt, based on
what we know is working and based on what needs to be done.
So while there is no playbook, we have been very agile.”
It was put to Ardern that a clear finding of the report was
that ministers had been making policy decisions that weren’t
able to be carried out on the ground.
“I know the bit of the report you are referring to but actually,
the issue that you have raised around we set a clear direction,
so did the Director-General of Health. We all did. And then
whether or not it was happening on the ground was more an
issue of the fact that we have MBIE, we have health, we have
police, we have Avsec, we have the defence force all working on
quarantine ... there have been so many different elements.” ■
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Security personnel surround the Stock Exchange Building after gunmen’s attack in Karachi,

Rescue workers and a rescue dog search for victims in the aftermath of flooding in Yihai

Pakistan. - AP

Town of Mianning County in southwestern China’s Sichuan Province. - AP
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Armed millitants attack
Pakistan stock exchange

Heavy rains, deadly
flooding in China

Militants have attacked the stock exchange in the
Pakistani city of Karachi, killing at least three people
– two guards and a policeman, according to police.
Special police forces deployed to the scene of the
attack and in a swift operation secured the building,
killing all four gunmen.

Authorities in southwestern China’s Sichuan province say
at least 12 people have died and 10 are missing following
heavy rains, adding to a grow toll from summer flooding
across the country.
Sichuan’s Mianning county was battered by storms for two
days, with flooding especially bad in Yihai township, the county
government reported. Two vehicles plunged into a river along
a flood-damaged highway, and 7,705 people were evacuated
in the area.
The area lies on a plain at the foot of steep hills that
eventually rise to the Tibetan Plateau, the source of China’s
major rivers.
Nationally, flooding since the start of June has left 78 people
dead or missing, destroyed or damaged more than 100,000
homes and caused direct economic losses estimated at more
than 25 billion yuan ($3.5 billion), the Ministry of Emergency
Management said.
Seasonal flooding hits much of China each year, and
authorities have sought to mitigate the damage through the
use of dams, particularly the massive Three Gorges structure
on the Yangtze.
China’s worst floods in recent years were in 1998, when
more than 2000 people died and almost three million homes
were destroyed. ■

There were no reports of any wounded among the brokers
and employees inside the exchange and a separatist
militant group from a neighbouring province later claimed
responsibility for the attack.
The attackers were armed with grenades and automatic
rifles, police said. They launched the attack by opening fire
at the entrance gate of the Pakistan Stock Exchange in the
southern port city, the country’s financial centre.
Heavily armed special forces quickly surrounded the building
located in the heart of Karachi’s financial district, where the
Pakistan State Bank is located, as well as the headquarters of
several national and international financial institutions.
Local television stations broadcast images of police in full
body armour surrounding the building but still staying outside
the high-walled compound of the stock exchange.
Rizwan Ahmend, a police official at the scene, said that after
opening fire, the gunmen entered the stock exchange grounds.
He said that after the attack was over, food supplies were
found on the bodies of the gunmen, indicating they may have
planned a long siege, which police quickly thwarted.
Inside the stock exchange, broker Yaqub Memon said he
and others were huddled inside their offices while the attack
was underway. As the firing ended and the gunmen were killed,
police gathered all the employees and brokers in a single room
while security forces went floor by floor to ensure that no
explosives had been left behind, he said.
Shazia Jehan, a police spokesman, said the bomb disposal
team was also called to the stock exchange to clear the
building of any explosive devises. ■
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PM reveals schools
rebuilding scheme

Parents facing fines if
kids don’t go to school

Prime Minister Boris Johnson will attempt to kick-start
the economy after COVID-19 with a decade-long schools
rebuilding plan.

Parents in England could be fined if they do not send
their children back to school in September, the Education
Secretary has said.

Part of the plans will include a 10-year undertaking to
improve school facilities, along with sprucing up classrooms
currently in use.
A £1 billion cash injection will see construction work start
on the first 50 projects as soon as September 2021, Downing
Street said.
Another £560 million will go towards school repairs in this
financial year while further education colleges will see £200
million of the £1.5 billion promised by Chancellor Rishi Sunak
at the Spring Budget to transform college estates over the next
five years fast tracked so work can be brought forward.
Johnson, speaking before a school visit planned for Monday,
said: “All children deserve the best possible start in life –
regardless of their background or where they live.
“As we bounce back from the pandemic, it’s important we
lay the foundations for a country where everyone has the
opportunity to succeed, with our younger generations front
and centre of this mission.
“This major new investment will make sure our schools and
colleges are fit for the future, with better facilities and brand
new buildings so that every child gets a world-class education.”
Details of the programme, along with eligibility for funding,
will be laid out in full at the next Spending Review, according
to Number 10.
Investment will be targeted at school buildings in the worst
condition across England – including “substantial investment”
in the north and the midlands.
The Government is aiming for the projects to utilise modern
and green construction methods both to help meet the UK’s
net zero emissions target by 2050 and also create highly skilled
jobs in the construction sector. ■

Gavin Williamson said a return to school will be “compulsory”
and families may face financial penalties if they keep
their children at home – unless there is a “good reason” for
the absence.
A detailed plan on how the Government will ensure that all
children in England are back in the classroom in the autumn
will be set out by the end of this week, the minister said.
His remarks came as Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer accused
the Government of being “asleep at the wheel” on the issue
of reopening schools, adding that there has been a “lack of
planning”.
He said: “If you could put up Nightingale hospitals – a good
thing to do – you can certainly put up temporary classrooms,
you can certainly take over libraries, community centres.”
Williamson said the Government is still consulting on how
to return all pupils to the classroom in the autumn, but that
advice for schools on reopening will be unveiled this week.
He also confirmed that families could be fined if they do not
send their children back in September.
He said: “It is going to be compulsory for children to return
back to school unless there’s a very good reason, or a local
spike where there have had to be local lockdowns.
“We do have to get back into compulsory education as part
of that, obviously fines sit alongside that.
“Unless there is a good reason for the absence then we
will be looking at the fact that we would be imposing fines
on families if they are not sending their children back.”
Some children began returning to school at the beginning
of this month – but, ahead of the phased reopening, the
Government confirmed that parents who do not feel safe
sending their children back to school would not face fines. ■
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Chinese media makes
Australia spy claim

Former National deputy
leader leaving politics

China’s state media has claimed Australia is ramping up
spying efforts against Beijing as diplomatic ties come
under heavy pressure.

National MP and ousted deputy leader Paula Bennett
has announced she will not be standing at the upcoming
election.

The Chinese Communist Party-run Global Times tabloid
accuses Australia of waging an intensifying espionage offensive
through sending spies to China.
It also claims Australia is instigating defections, spying on
Chinese students and feeding “fake news” to the media to hype
up theories about Chinese spying.
The story, which is based on an anonymous source from a
Chinese law-enforcement agency, says Australia tried to install
wire taps in the Chinese embassy in Canberra.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison avoided addressing the issue
directly when asked about it.
“I wouldn’t be relying on Chinese state media for your
sources for questions,” he said.
The Global Times published photos of “spying materials”
including a compass, a USB flash drive, a notebook, a mask,
gloves and a map of Shanghai, said to have been seized from
arrested Australian agents.
The state-owned newspaper warned Chinese agencies
would take a harder line on Australian espionage operations.
Liberal MP and former diplomat Dave Sharma suggested the
report lacked credibility.
“This is a classic disinformation campaign designed to muddy
the waters,” he said.
It comes days after a NSW upper house MP was raided by
ASIO and federal police over allegations Chinese agents had
infiltrated his office.
Shaoquett Moselmane was last week kicked out of the Labor
Party and faces a suspension from parliament.
In his first public comments since the raids, Mr Moselmane
said he was not a suspect in the investigation.
“I have done nothing wrong. I have never jeopardised our
country,” he said. ■

Bennett is stepping down immediately from her number
13 party ranking and all portfolio responsibilities.
The Upper Harbour MP says she has had an incredible
time in politics and was looking forward to her next career
– in business.
Bennett said she had always wanted another career after
politics and now was the right time to do that.
She said she would be taking her skills to “the business
world”.
“I think it’s time for me to put me first, and I think that means
a new career. This is me being really selfish for the first time in
15 years and saying what do I want out of life?
“Obviously there’s been some reflection for me over the last
three or four weeks … I always felt that I’d been contributing to
the country and the National Party but as I say for the first time
in a long time, I got to not think about a leader and not thinking
about a political party and instead think about what I wanted.”
Talking about her time in politics, Bennett said while she
was thrilled to be chosen to take the Waitakere seat in 2008
and later the Upper Harbour seat. She said she believed Jake
Bezzant – the current candidate for Upper Harbour – would do
an outstanding job and wished him all the best.
She said she had many people to thank and credited her
success to the people she had worked with.
“You know, the 17-year-old solo mum who dropped out of
school ended up being deputy prime minister of this country,
and when I looked at that and what I’d achieve I knew that I
could draw a line very proudly and comfortably under that and
move on to my next challenge.”
She said she was particularly proud of her work as
social development minister and child youth, and family
for six years. ■
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