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Navy searches for missing sailor

Virus can damage lungs, heart

PM critical of Victorian plan

The US Navy searched through the night
and into the morning for a sailor who
went missing from the aircraft carrier USS
Nimitz during its patrol of the northern
Arabian Sea amid tensions with Iran.
The crew aboard the Nimitz sounded a
“man overboard” alert after being unable
to find the sailor aboard the nuclearpowered aircraft carrier, said Cmdr.
Rebecca Rebarich, a spokeswoman for
the US Navy’s Bahrain-based 5th Fleet.

COVID-19 patients can suffer long-term
lung and heart damage but for many
this tends to improve over time, a study
suggests. Researchers in the Tyrolean
region of Austria recruited coronavirus
patients who had been admitted to
hospital, and at the European Respiratory
Society International Congress they
reported on the first 86 patients enrolled
between April 29 and June 9.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison has
criticised Victoria’s roadmap out of
coronavirus lockdown, arguing the same
standards would put Sydney under
curfew. The state government’s “safe
and steady” roadmap to recovery will
see Melbourne continue under strict
curfew and lockdown until the end of
September. Most restrictions on trade
will remain until at least late October,
while other rules will stay in place until
the end of November.

NORTH AMERICA

UK

NEW ZEALAND

Mayor vows cop reforms

Man arrested over knife attacks

PM’s Maori New Year pledge

The mayor of Rochester promised
reforms are coming to the city’s police
department as community elders sought
to bring calmer minds to a fifth night of
demonstrations over the March death
of Daniel Prude, who lost consciousness
after police held him down with a hood
over his head. Mayor Lovely Warren
said the crisis intervention team and
its budget would move from the police
department to the city’s department of
youth and recreation services.

A 27-year-old man has been arrested on
suspicion of murder and seven counts
of attempted murder following a string
of knife attacks in Birmingham. West
Midlands Police said the suspect remains
in custody after he was arrested at an
address in Selly Oak. The force declared
a major incident after eight victims were
stabbed during a rampage spanning
some 90 minutes in the city centre in the
early hours of Sunday (UK time).

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern says her government will create a
new public holiday to celebrate the Maori
New Year if it is reelected next month.
Ardern, who leads the liberal Labour
Party, began her election campaign by
saying she’d heard people throughout
the country calling for the holiday. “Its
time has come,” she said. New Zealand
currently marks 10 national public
holidays plus one more for each region.
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Refugees found on beach

Labour demands virus answers

Vaccine deal gets shot in the arm

Almost 300 Rohingya Muslims were
found on a beach in Indonesia’s Aceh
province and were evacuated by military,
police and Red Cross volunteers,
authorities say. The group arrived at
Ujong Blang beach from one boat
and were reported by local residents.
The arriving officers found the group
had dispersed into three groups after
landing, Banda Sakti Subdistrict Military
Commander Roni Mahendra said.

Labour has called on Health Secretary
Matt Hancock to explain how cases of
COVID-19 will be reduced, after nearly
3000 new infections were reported
in the largest daily figure since May.
Government figures show there were
a further 2988 lab-confirmed cases
of coronavirus in the UK as of 9am on
Sunday. This brought the total number of
confirmed cases in the UK to 347,152.

Coronavirus vaccines being developed
by British and Queensland scientists
could be available in Australia early next
year under two deals struck by
the federal government at a cost of
$1.7 billion. Prime Minister Scott
Morrison will announce free COVID-19
vaccines would be made available
progressively through 2021, should
promising trials prove successful.
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India’s grim COVID milestone

Teachers test positive for virus

Kiwis back support for military

India’s increasing coronavirus caseload
made the Asian giant the pandemic’s
second-worst-hit country behind the
United States as its efforts to head off
economic disaster gain urgency. The
90,802 cases added in the past 24 hours
pushed India’s total past Brazil with 4.2
million cases. India is now only behind
the United States, which has more than
six million. India’s Health Ministry also
reported 1016 deaths for a total of
71,642, the third-highest national toll.

Five members of teaching staff at a
school in Suffolk have tested positive
for COVID-19, with the academy closed
on the advice of Public Health England.
Two other members of staff at the
Samuel Ward Academy in Haverhill are
waiting to hear their coronavirus test
results. The school said the closure was a
“precautionary measure” and it hoped to
reopen on Tuesday.

A survey shows most New Zealanders
believe this country should do more to
support its military, veterans and their
families. The poll was assessing views on
whether to have a formal agreement, or
kawenata, between those who serve in
the Defence Force and the government
and people of New Zealand. In the
online-survey 92 per cent agreed or
strongly agreed that New Zealand has
a moral obligation to support its service
people and their whānau.
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An MH-60R Seahawk helicopter takes off from the USS Nimitz in the Arabian Sea during

New York State Attorney General Letitia James will ask a Grand Jury to look into the death

the search for a missing sailor. - AP

of Daniel Prude in March. - AP

NORTH AMERICA

NORTH AMERICA

Navy searches for
missing sailor

Mayor vows police
reforms over death

The US Navy searched through the night and into the
morning for a sailor who went missing from the aircraft
carrier USS Nimitz during its patrol of the northern
Arabian Sea amid tensions with Iran.

The mayor of Rochester promised reforms are coming to
the city’s police department as community elders sought
to bring calmer minds to a fifth night of demonstrations
over the March death of Daniel Prude, who lost
consciousness after police held him down with a hood
over his head.

The crew aboard the Nimitz sounded a “man overboard”
alert after being unable to find the sailor aboard the nuclearpowered aircraft carrier, said Cmdr. Rebecca Rebarich, a
spokeswoman for the US Navy’s Bahrain-based 5th Fleet. That
was after an extensive search of the Nimitz, America’s oldest
carrier in active service that carries some 5000 sailors and
Marines.
The Nimitz, the guided-missile cruiser USS Princeton
and other 5th Fleet personnel continued their search,
Rebarich said. She declined to identify the missing sailor,
citing Navy policy.
The Nimitz, whose homeport is Bremerton, Washington, has
been in the Arabian Sea since late July. It replaced the aircraft
carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower, which had spent months in
the Arabian Sea on its deployment that saw the carrier break
the Navy’s previous at-sea record. Navy officials have limited
port calls due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.
The Nimitz’s arrival in the Mideast saw Iran conduct a live-fire
drill targeting a mockup aircraft carrier resembling it.
The drill underlined the lingering threat of military conflict
between Iran and the US after a series of escalating incidents
last year led to an American drone strike that killed a top
Iranian general in Baghdad. Tehran responded to that strike
by firing ballistic missiles that wounded dozens of American
forces in Iraq. ■

Mayor Lovely Warren announced that the crisis intervention
team and its budget would move from the police department
to the city’s department of youth and recreation services.
Warren did not provide specifics, but said the move would
be part of a series of reforms planned for “the coming weeks,
months and years.”
“We had a human being in a need of help, in need of
compassion. In that moment we had an opportunity to protect
him, to keep him warm, to bring him to safety, to begin the
process of healing him and lifting him up,” Warren said. “We
have to own the fact that in the moment we did not do that.”
Police Chief La’Ron Singletary, who joined Warren at the
news conference, said he supports the need for reform in
his department and is working with experts and clinicians in
getting outpatient services for people with mental health issues
that bring them into repeated police contact.
Warren suspended the seven officers involved in Prude’s
death last week after his family released police video from the
March night when he was restrained on a city street.
The video shows the officers covering Prude’s head with a
“spit hood” designed to protect police from bodily fluids, after
he complied with being handcuffed, then pressing his face into
the pavement for two minutes. Prude, 41, was naked at the
time of his arrest on the light-snowy day in March. He died a
week later after he was taken off life support.
The police union head said the officers were following
their training.
Protests have followed each day since the family released
the video on Wednesday, sometimes spawning confrontations
with demonstrators and the police. ■
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Police forensics officers at work in Hurst Street, in Birmingham after a number of people
were stabbed in the city centre. - PA

UK

UK

Damage to lungs, heart
‘improves over time’

Man arrested over
deadly knife attacks

COVID-19 patients can suffer long-term lung and heart
damage but for many this tends to improve over time, a
study suggests.

A 27-year-old man has been arrested on suspicion of
murder and seven counts of attempted murder following
a string of knife attacks in Birmingham.

Researchers in the Tyrolean region of Austria recruited
coronavirus patients who had been admitted to hospital, and
at the European Respiratory Society International Congress
they reported on the first 86 patients enrolled between April
29 and June 9.
The patients were scheduled to return for evaluation six, 12
and 24 weeks after being discharged, in what is said to be the
first prospective follow-up of people infected with coronavirus.
Clinical examinations, laboratory tests, analysis of the
amounts of oxygen and carbon dioxide in arterial blood, and
lung function tests were carried out during these visits.
At the time of their first visit, more than half of the patients
had at least one persistent symptom, predominantly
breathlessness and coughing, and CT scans still showed lung
damage in 88 per cent of patients.
But by the time of their next visit, 12 weeks after discharge,
the symptoms had improved, and lung damage was reduced
to 56 per cent.
A total of 56 patients (65 per cent) showed persistent
symptoms at the time of their six-week visit.
Breathlessness was the most common symptom
(40 patients, 47 per cent), followed by coughing
(13 patients, 15 per cent).
By the 12-week visit, breathlessness had improved and was
present in 31 patients (39 per cent), but 13 patients (15 per
cent) were still coughing.
At this stage, it is too early to have results from the
evaluations at 24 weeks.
Dr Sabina Sahanic, part of the team that carried out the
study, said: “The bad news is that people show lung impairment
from COVID-19 weeks after discharge; the good news is that
the impairment tends to ameliorate over time, which suggests
the lungs have a mechanism for repairing themselves.” ■

West Midlands Police said the suspect remains in custody after
he was arrested at an address in Selly Oak.
The force declared a major incident after eight victims were
stabbed during a rampage spanning some 90 minutes in the
city centre in the early hours of Sunday (UK time).
A 23-year-old man was killed in the attacks and a man and
a woman, aged 19 and 32, remain critically ill in hospital after
suffering serious injuries.
Police launched a massive manhunt for a sole male attacker
and released CCTV footage of a man they said was wanted on
suspicion of murder.
But the force is also facing criticism of their response to the
attacks, including why the attacker was allowed to wander the
city for as long as he did.
Officers said they received the first call to Constitution Hill,
north of the city centre, just after 12.30am, where a man had
received a superficial injury.
This was followed by a further call 20 minutes later to nearby
Livery Street, next to Snow Hill railway station. A 19-year-old
man was critically injured and a woman was also injured.
An hour later at 1.50am, officers were called to Irving Street,
to the south of the city centre, where a man died and another
man suffered serious injuries.
Ten minutes later police were called to Hurst Street, where
a 32-year-old woman was seriously injured and two men
received lesser injuries.
Following the arrest, Birmingham Police Commander, Chief
Superintendent Steve Graham, said: “Officers worked through
yesterday and into the early hours of this morning in a bid to
trace the man we believe responsible for these terrible crimes.
“Clearly this is a crucial development but our investigation
continues.” ■
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Prime Minister Scott Morrison. - AAP

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern. - RNZ / Dom Thomas
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Morrison critical of
Victorian reopen plan

Ardern makes pledge to
honour Maori New Year

Prime Minister Scott Morrison has criticised Victoria’s
roadmap out of coronavirus lockdown, arguing the same
standards would put Sydney under curfew.

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern says her
government will create a new public holiday to celebrate
the Maori New Year if it is reelected next month.

The state government’s “safe and steady” roadmap to recovery
will see Melbourne continue under strict curfew and lockdown
until the end of September.
Most restrictions on trade will remain until at least late
October, while other rules will stay in place until the end
of November.
Morrison wants restrictions lifted quicker, but conceded
Victoria would have the final say.
“The plan that was outlined yesterday, I hope, is a worst-case
scenario,” he said.
Moving between the stages of the roadmap relies on new
infections dropping to five or fewer in one major step and no
new cases for two weeks for the final phase.
The prime minister indicated Victoria’s contact tracing
capability wasn’t up to scratch, comparing it to NSW despite his
home state dealing with far less cases than to the south.
He also vowed to interrogate the plan and demanded
state authorities show him detailed modelling underpinning
the strategy.
“Under the thresholds that have been set in that plan,
Sydney would be under curfew now,” Morrison said.
Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews rejected that claim,
saying there had not been widespread community
transmission in NSW.
“Common sense tells you, if you ask our contact tracers to
win an unfair fight, well then they won’t,” he said.
“If you say go and chase 5000 people a day in cases and
close contacts, very few jurisdictions can do that – if any.”
Morrison also threw down the gauntlet to Victoria on
economic support, making any further federal funding
contingent on state spending. ■

Ardern, who leads the liberal Labour Party, began her election
campaign by saying she’d heard people throughout the
country calling for the holiday.
“Its time has come,” she said.
New Zealand currently marks 10 national public holidays
plus one more for each region and hasn’t added any new
holidays for nearly 50 years.
Many people have argued that marking the day would help
recognize the nation’s indigenous people. The date of the
mid-winter holiday would vary each year to coincide with the
reappearance of Matariki, a star cluster associated with the
start of the lunar year in Maori tradition.
New Zealand currently marks Waitangi Day, which
commemorates the signing of an 1840 treaty between
Maori and the British that’s considered the nation’s founding
document. Some protest the day, viewing it as a symbol of
Maori being unfairly dispossessed of their land and rights
by colonizers.
Ardern made the announcement after the parliament
was dissolved Sunday and politicians hit the campaign trail
ahead of the general election on October 17, a date that
was delayed by four weeks due to a coronavirus outbreak in
Auckland last month.
Some business groups say they are opposed to the idea.
Conservative lawmaker David Seymour, from the opposition
ACT party, said thousands of people had lost their jobs
due to the virus and struggling businesses couldn’t afford
another holiday.
“If Jacinda Ardern considers this the sort of policy we need
during a recession, she’s not fit to govern,” Seymour said. ■
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Local residents inspect the boat carrying hundreds of ethnic Rohingya people that landed

An Indian health worker takes a nasal swab sample of a man to test for COVID-19 as a

on a beach in Lhokseumawe, Aceh province, Indonesia. - AP

woman waits for her turn in Gauhati, India. - AP

WORLD

WORLD

Almost 300 Rohingya
refugees found on beach

India becomes second
worst virus-hit country

Almost 300 Rohingya Muslims were found on a beach
in Indonesia’s Aceh province and were evacuated
by military, police and Red Cross volunteers,
authorities say.

India’s increasing coronavirus caseload made the Asian
giant the pandemic’s second-worst-hit country behind
the United States as its efforts to head off economic
disaster gain urgency.

The group arrived at Ujong Blang beach from one boat and
were reported by local residents. The arriving officers found
the group had dispersed into three groups after landing,
Banda Sakti Subdistrict Military Commander Roni Mahendra
said.
“We persuaded them and asked the local residents to help
until they gathered again,” Mahendra said
The 181 women, 100 men and 14 children were given
shelter and received help from locals, officers from local police
and military and health providers.
“Now we are still waiting for further instruction from our
supervisors,” Mahendra said.
In June, Indonesian fishermen discovered 94 hungry,
weak Rohingya Muslims on a wooden boat adrift off Aceh,
Indonesia’s westernmost province.
Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya Muslims have fled
Buddhist-majority Myanmar due to a military crackdown, and
many live in densely crowded refugee camps in Bangladesh.
Rights activists fear large numbers of Rohingya have gone to
sea, fleeing ongoing persecution in Myanmar and hardship in
the camps in Bangladesh where traffickers may promise the
refugees a better life abroad. ■

The 90,802 cases added in the past 24 hours pushed India’s
total past Brazil with 4.2 million cases. India is now only behind
the United States, which has more than six million. India’s
Health Ministry also reported 1016 deaths for a total of 71,642,
the third-highest national toll.
India has been recording the world’s largest daily increases
in coronavirus cases for almost a month. Despite over two
million new cases in the past month and the virus spreading
through the country’s smaller towns and villages, the Indian
government has continued relaxing restrictions to try and
resuscitate the economy.
The Delhi Metro – a rapid transit system that serves India’s
sprawling capital New Delhi and adjoining areas – has resumed
operations after five months.
Only asymptomatic people were allowed to board the
chugging trains, with masks, social distancing and temperature
checks mandatory.
“We are on our way. It’s been 169 days since we’ve seen
you!,” the official Twitter account of Delhi Metro tweeted.
The capital’s metro train network is India’s largest rapid
transport system. Before closing down in March, the packed
trains carried an average of 2.6 million passengers daily.
Its reopening comes at a time when India has the fastestgrowing coronavirus crisis in the world and the economy has
shrunk faster than any other major nation’s. ■
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Labour calls for answers
on latest virus surge

Teachers test positive
for Covid-19 at school

Labour has called on Health Secretary Matt Hancock
to explain how cases of COVID-19 will be reduced, after
nearly 3000 new infections were reported in the largest
daily figure since May.

Five members of teaching staff at a school in Suffolk
have tested positive for COVID-19, with the academy
closed on the advice of Public Health England.
Two other members of staff at the Samuel Ward Academy in
Haverhill are waiting to hear their coronavirus test results.
The school said the closure was a “precautionary measure”
and it hoped to reopen on Tuesday.
Headteacher Andy Hunter said: “The safety of pupils and all
those who work at the school is my biggest priority.
“Obviously this is a huge disappointment after working so
hard to get the school back up and running.
“I will be looking closely at the systems we put in place to try
to understand how the transmission occurred and to make
sure we do everything possible to limit the chances of the
same thing happening again.
“I am very disappointed by this disrupted start to the school
term.
“We have taken very extensive precautions.
“We were delighted that term had started so well last week
and were looking forward to the final two year groups starting
(on Monday).
“But I have had excellent support from Public Health
England, Public Health Suffolk and Suffolk County Council.
“We are determined to do all we can to stop the further
spread of the virus and agree with the precautionary action to
close the school (on Monday).”
A deep clean is to take place at the school.
Anyone who has been in close contact with infected staff
has been contacted and asked to self-isolate for 14 days, the
school said.
Further contact tracing will continue and additional pupils
and staff may be asked to self-isolate.
Stuart Keeble, director of public health at Suffolk County
Council, said: “Understandably, this news may worry parents
across Suffolk, but it is important to remember that the risk of
children contracting COVID-19 is still very small. ■

Government figures show there were a further 2988 labconfirmed cases of coronavirus in the UK as of 9am on Sunday.
This brought the total number of confirmed cases in the UK
to 347,152.
The figure was the highest since May 22 when 3287 cases
were recorded, and is also the first 24-hour period when cases
passed 2000 since the end of May.
The tally was an increase on Saturday’s figures of 1813 new
cases.
Shadow health secretary Jonathan Ashworth called for
Health Secretary Matt Hancock to appear before Parliament
over the record rise.
He said: “Today’s increase in coronavirus cases is deeply
concerning and a stark reminder that there is no room for
complacency in tackling the spread of the virus.
“This increase, combined with the ongoing testing fiasco
where ill people are told to drive for miles for tests, and the
poor performance of the contact tracing system, needs an
explanation from ministers.
“Matt Hancock must come to the House of Commons to set
out what is being done to get testing back on track and bring
case numbers down.”
Hancock described the increase as “concerning”.
He said: “The cases are predominantly among younger
people, but we’ve seen in other countries across the world and
in Europe this sort of rise in the cases amongst younger people
leading to a rise across the population as a whole.
“It’s so important that people don’t allow this illness to infect
their grandparents and to lead to the sorts of problems that
we saw earlier in the year.” ■
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COVID-19 vaccine deal
gets shot in the arm

Kiwis back support
for military, families

Coronavirus vaccines being developed by British and
Queensland scientists could be available in Australia
early next year under two deals struck by the federal
government at a cost of $1.7 billion.

A survey shows most New Zealanders believe this
country should do more to support its military, veterans
and their families.
The poll was assessing views on whether to have a formal
agreement, or kawenata, between those who serve in
the Defence Force and the government and people of
New Zealand.
Between March and June an online survey was conducted
with 6152 people, 776 were questioned by phone and eight
focus groups were held around the country with 47 people
taking part
In the online-survey 92 per cent agreed or strongly agreed
that New Zealand has a moral obligation to support its service
people and their whānau.
Thirty-seven per cent considered that this country values its
service people.
Eighty-nine per cent thought service people and their
whānau should receive more recognition and support.
Veterans Minister Ron Mark said a kawenata could provide
additional recognition for the service the military has given
the country, as well as support for their well-being and that
of their families.
He said it was heartening to see the support people have for
the military.
Support in a kawenata could include mental and physical
health support, transition to civilian life, assistance in housing
and education and financial support.
Recommendations will go to the government after the
election. ■

Prime Minister Scott Morrison will announce free COVID-19
vaccines would be made available progressively through 2021,
should promising trials prove successful.
The Oxford vaccine is slated to be available from early
2021 while the University of Queensland version is on track
for midyear.
It follows the government’s initial “letter of intent” signed
with the University of Oxford/AstraZeneca, and talks with the
University of Queensland/CSL.
Labor was critical of the earlier promises by the government,
saying they did not amount to a fully-fledged agreement that
Australians could rely on.
Some 84.8 million vaccine doses would be manufactured,
primarily in Melbourne by CSL, which plans to produce
51 million doses of a UQ vaccine and 33.8 million doses of
an Oxford vaccine under a heads of agreement signed with
the government.
“By securing the production and supply agreements,
Australians will be among the first in the world to receive a
safe and effective vaccine, should it pass late-stage testing,”
Morrison said.
“There are no guarantees that these vaccines will prove
successful. However, the agreement puts Australia at the top
of the queue, if our medical experts give the vaccines the
green light.”
CSL said the number of vaccines ordered by the government
is based on a two-dose per person regime.
The first stage of the agreement would see 3.8 million doses
of the University of Oxford vaccine delivered in January and
February 2021. ■
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