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Horror wildfires claim more lives

Police crack down on gatherings

Anti-lockdown protests reignite

Search and rescue workers have found
three more bodies in the rubble of a
Northern California wildfire, raising the
death toll in that fire to 12 and total
deaths in the state’s recent blazes to
22. Choking smoke that posed a health
hazard to millions has blanketed the
West Coast as firefighters battle the
deadly wildfires that have obliterated
some towns and created tens of
thousands of refugees.

Police have dispersed a number of illegal
gatherings overnight as revellers make
the most of the final weekend before the
“rule of six” coronavirus restriction comes
into force. Greater Manchester Police
said they closed down illegal gatherings
at properties in Altrincham and Flixton, as
well as a gathering of around 70 people
in Mottram. Fixed penalty notices were
issued at each of the incidents as current
rules only allow groups of up to 30 to
meet.

Anti-lockdown protesters have massed
in Melbourne for a second day, with
some throwing fruit at police after raiding
market stalls. About 150 protesters
chanting “Freedom” and “Power to the
people” were outnumbered by officers
at Queen Victoria Market. Footage of
violent scuffles and officers on horseback
moving through a group inside the
market has been posted online.

NORTH AMERICA

UK

NEW ZEALAND

Trump casts doubt on integrity

PM under fire over Brexit plan

Petition falls on deaf ears

Kicking off a western swing, President
Donald Trump has charged into Nevada
looking to expand his paths to victory
while unleashing claims that Democrats
were trying to steal the election. Trump
defied local authorities by holding a rally
in tiny Minden after his initial plan to hold
one in Reno was stopped out of concern
it would have violated coronavirus health
guidelines.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson is facing
mounting criticism over his legislation
overriding his Brexit deal, as leaders from
across the political spectrum attacked
the threat to break international law.
Senior Conservatives were not backing
down on their rebellion against the Prime
Minister’s plans despite his warning that
Brussels could “carve up our country”
without his new Bill.

A German backpacker fighting for foreign
workers to be allowed to stay in New
Zealand has run out of options. Marie
Bock lodged the petition with Parliament
last month, hoping further extensions
would be granted to working visa holders.
Many unable to return home because of
Covid-19 had their visas extended until
September 25.
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Gulf Coast braces for hurricane

US ‘biggest threat’ to peace

Border closure ‘hurting’ locals

Tropical Storm Sally has formed off south
Florida amid forecasts it will grow into a
hurricane capable of striking the US Gulf
Coast in coming days with high winds
and a life-threatening storm surge. The
earliest 18th-named storm in an Atlantic
tropical season, Sally quickly became
better organized within hours of forming
and was expected to become a hurricane
by late Monday, the National Hurricane
Center said.

China’s Defense Ministry has blasted
a critical US report on the country’s
military ambitions, saying it is the US
instead that poses the biggest threat
to the international order and world
peace. It follows the September 2 release
of the annual Defense Department
report to Congress on Chinese military
developments and goals that it said
would have “serious implications for US
national interests and the security of the
international rules-based order.”

NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian says
Queensland’s decision to keep its
borders closed is unnecessarily hurting
residents of both states. The premier
again pleaded with her Queensland
counterpart Annastacia Palaszczuk
to reconsider the border closure as
NSW continues to record low rates of
COVID-19 community transmission.
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Solo ocean rower breaks record

Wuhan travel returns to normal

Two new coronavirus cases

A Briton has set a new women’s world
record for rowing solo from the US
mainland to Hawaii. Lia Ditton, 40,
described the 86 day, 10 hour, five
minute and 56 second voyage from
San Francisco to Hawaii as “the greatest
psychological challenge of my life”. The
London-born rower faced illness just
before the June 17 start, two capsizes, a
shortage of food, and persistent adverse
currents and winds to break rower Roz
Savage’s 2008 record of 100 days.

Domestic air travel in Wuhan, the
epicenter of the global coronavirus
outbreak, has returned to pre-pandemic
levels. The virus was first detected
in Wuhan late last year and the city
underwent a draconian 76-day lockdown
as its hospitals struggled to deal with
a tidal wave of cases that required the
rapid construction of field hospitals to
handle the overflow.

There have been two new cases of
Covid-19 reported in New Zealand today,
including a health worker who works
at the Jet Park quarantine facility in
Auckland. The Health Ministry said one
of the two new cases was a returnee to
New Zealand in managed isolation and
the second was the health worker. The
Ministry said five household contacts of
the health worker are in isolation at their
home and are being tested.
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A fire engine from the Idanha-Detroit Rural Fire Protection District sits on Detroit Avenue

President Donald Trump. - AP

in Detroit, Oregon. - AP
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More lives lost during
devastating wildfires

Trump casts doubt
on election integrity

Search and rescue workers have found three more
bodies in the rubble of a Northern California wildfire,
raising the death toll in that fire to 12 and total deaths in
the state’s recent blazes to 22.

Kicking off a western swing, President Donald Trump
has charged into Nevada looking to expand his paths to
victory while unleashing claims that Democrats were
trying to steal the election.

Choking smoke that posed a health hazard to millions has
blanketed the West Coast as firefighters battle the deadly
wildfires that have obliterated some towns and created tens of
thousands of refugees.
For people already enduring the coronavirus pandemic, the
resulting economic fallout and political tensions evident in the
Black Lives Matter protests and far-right counter protests, the
fires added a new layer of misery.
“What’s next? You have the protests, coronavirus pandemic,
now the wildfires. What else can go wrong?” lamented Danielle
Oliver, 40, of Happy Valley, southeast of Portland.
The known death toll from fires in the three states stands at
27 and is expected to rise sharply. Most of the deaths were in
California and Oregon.
Oregon’s emergency management director said officials
were preparing for a possible “mass fatality event” if many
more bodies turn up in the ash. And the state fire marshal was
abruptly placed on administrative leave after the state police
superintendent said the crisis demanded an urgent response
that required a leadership change.
Oliver has an autoimmune disorder that makes her
vulnerable to wildfire smoke, so she agreed to evacuate. She
was nervous about going to a shelter because of the virus, but
sleeping in a car with her husband, 15-year-daughter, two dogs
and a cat was not a viable option.
The temperature checks and social distancing at the
American Red Cross shelter help put her mind at ease. Now
the family waits, hoping their house will survive. She has
previously experienced homelessness.
“I’m tired. I’m tired of starting all over. Getting everything,
working for everything, then losing everything,” she said. ■

Trump defied local authorities by holding a rally in tiny Minden
after his initial plan to hold one in Reno was stopped out of
concern it would have violated coronavirus health guidelines.
Unleashing 90-plus minutes of grievances and attacks, Trump
claimed the state’s Democratic governor tried to block him
and repeated his claim that mail-in ballots would taint the
election result.
“This is the guy we are entrusting with millions of ballots,
unsolicited ballots, and we’re supposed to win these states.
Who is going to trust him?” Trump said of Gov. Steve Sisolak.
“The only way the Democrats can win the election is if they
rig it.”
As part of his ongoing crusade against mail-in voting, lawyers
for the president’s reelection campaign are urging a federal
judge in Las Vegas to block a state law and prevent mail-in
ballots from going to all active Nevada voters less than eight
weeks before the election.
Addressing a mostly mask-less crowd tightly packed
together, Trump spoke in front of mountains draped in haze,
the scent of smoke in the air from wildfires raging a state away
in California. The president expressed his condolences to the
victims but, declaring that “I don’t have to be nice anymore,”
focused on tearing into his Democratic opponent, Joe Biden.
Trump claimed that the Democrat’s running mate, Kamala
Harris, would be president “in about a month” if Biden won,
asserting that the former vice president would be but a
figurehead and that Harris would hold power. He claimed that
the media would treat Biden “like Winston Churchill” if he was
able to merely stand on the debate stage in three weeks.
Trump also offered a fierce defense of his handling of the
pandemic, which has killed more than 190,000 Americans and
still claims nearly 1000 lives a day. ■
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Police crack down on
illegal gatherings

Johnson comes under
fire over Brexit plan

Police have dispersed a number of illegal gatherings
overnight as revellers make the most of the final
weekend before the “rule of six” coronavirus restriction
comes into force.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson is facing mounting criticism
over his legislation overriding his Brexit deal, as leaders
from across the political spectrum attacked the threat to
break international law.

Greater Manchester Police said they closed down illegal
gatherings at properties in Altrincham and Flixton, as well as a
gathering of around 70 people in Mottram.
Fixed penalty notices were issued at each of the incidents as
current rules only allow groups of up to 30 to meet.
The interventions came just hours after officers attended
a gathering at an address in Stockport that had 45 people
in attendance, and another address in north Manchester to
which they had been called on two previous occasions.
Earlier, Nottinghamshire Police issued a teenager with a
£10,000 fine for hosting a house party in Lenton, which saw
more than 50 guests gather at a home on Harlaxton Drive.
The force said if the 19-year-old man fails to pay or contests
the fine he will appear before a court.
Assistant Chief Constable Steve Cooper, from
Nottinghamshire Police, warned anyone thinking of hosting
parties ahead of the changes on Monday – when social
gatherings in England will be limited to groups of six people
both indoors and outdoors – to think again or face the
consequences.
He said: “We need to all remember we are very much still
in the middle of a global pandemic and we all need to take
responsibility for our actions.
“I want to send out a clear message to anyone who is
thinking of deliberately hosting parties tonight or tomorrow
night ahead of the rules changing to please not do this.
“We are not afraid to use the full powers we have and we will
not tolerate those who are deliberately putting other people’s
lives in danger.” ■

Senior Conservatives were not backing down on their rebellion
against the Prime Minister’s plans despite his warning that
Brussels could “carve up our country” without his new Bill.
Former prime ministers Sir John Major and Tony Blair united
to urge MPs to reject the legislation, saying it imperils the Irish
peace process, trade negotiations and the UK’s integrity.
Sir Keir Starmer accused Johnson of having “reigniting old
rows” by working to flout his own Withdrawal Agreement, but
pledged Labour support if he addresses “substantial” concerns.
Tory rebels suggested their numbers were growing and
opinions were only hardened by Johnson’s increased rhetoric
that the EU could impose a trade border in the Irish Sea.
Sir John and Blair, the former Conservative and Labour
leaders, united to condemn Johnson’s controversial UK Internal
Market Bill in an article for the Sunday Times.
“We both opposed Brexit. We both accept it is now
happening. But this way of negotiating, with reason cast aside
in pursuit of ideology and cavalier bombast posing as serious
diplomacy, is irresponsible, wrong in principle and dangerous
in practice,” they said.
“It raises questions that go far beyond the impact on Ireland,
the peace process and negotiations for a trade deal — crucial
though they are. It questions the very integrity of our nation.”
Sir Keir called on Johnson to throw out clauses that could
breach international law and those that lead the devolved
administrations to warn of a “power grab” to get Labour
support.
“If the Government fixes the substantial cross-party concerns
that have been raised about the Internal Market Bill, then we
are prepared to back it,” Sir Keir wrote. ■
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Protesters scuffle with police during an anti-lockdown protest in Melbourne. - AAP

German backpacker Marie Bock organised a petition in the hope the government would
extend working holiday visas for backpackers. – RNZ
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Anti-lockdown
protests reignite

Backpacker’s petition
falls on deaf ears

Anti-lockdown protesters have massed in Melbourne for
a second day, with some throwing fruit at police after
raiding market stalls.

A German backpacker fighting for foreign workers to be
allowed to stay in New Zealand has run out of options.
Marie Bock lodged the petition with Parliament last month,
hoping further extensions would be granted to working
visa holders.
Many unable to return home because of Covid-19 had their
visas extended until September 25.
Bock had hoped that foreign workers’ contribution to the
seasonal labour force would convince authorities that she and
others could stay longer.
Immigration New Zealand said they now need to leave the
country before their visa expired, or apply for a new visa that
best fitted their circumstances.
“Working holiday visa holders’ current visa expiry remains the
same, noting that many visa holders would have had their visa
automatically extended until 25 September 2020 under the
Epidemic Management Notice,” Immigration New Zealand said.
A spokesperson said these visas allowed people to travel
and work in New Zealand for a specific period of time. They
were not labour market tested (unlike employer-assisted work
visas) to ensure there was no New Zealander available to do
the role they were working in.
Immigration New Zealand said individuals could submit
an application to extend their working holiday if they were
currently in New Zealand on a Canadian or UK Working Holiday
visa; they were a UK or Canadian citizen, or their current
working holiday visa was granted for 12 months only.
“If they meet the criteria, they may be able to extend their
working holiday for up to another 11 months.
“If they do not meet the requirements for the working
holiday extension, they may still be eligible for a three-month
extension, if they have completed three months of seasonal
work (horticulture or viticulture) while holding their working
holiday visa.” ■

About 150 protesters chanting “Freedom” and “Power
to the people” were outnumbered by officers at Queen
Victoria Market.
Footage of violent scuffles and officers on horseback moving
through a group inside the market has been posted online.
“There were a few tense moments when protesters started
grabbing fruit and throwing it at police,” AAP photographer Erik
Anderson said from the scene.
Protesters yelled “this is not a police state” and “you’ve got to
be on the right side of history.”
Anderson estimated that police had arrested dozens
of protesters.
The rally follows ones on Saturday when about 100 people
demonstrated against strict Melbourne coronavirus restrictions
across various locations.
Police on Saturday arrested 14 people and fined at least 50
for breaching health directions.
The second day of protests comes hours after a woman
shared footage of police dragging her from a car.
The masked driver refused to get out of her car after talking
with an officer about a phone charger at Wallan, about 60km
north of the city.
A male officer can be heard asking for the woman’s name
and address before she again refused to get out of the car
The footage then shows the officer leaning into the vehicle
as the woman protests, before she is forcibly removed.
The woman is expected to be charged with various offences
including assaulting police.
Victoria on Sunday reported 41 new cases and seven further
deaths, bringing the state’s death toll to 723.
Social media posts say protesters plan to gather every
Saturday until restrictions are eased. ■
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An image shows the formation of Tropical Storm Sally off south Florida. – AP

Lia Dutton celebrating just before reaching Waikiki Yacht Club, Hawaii. - PA
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Tropical Storm Sally
threatens Gulf Coast

Solo ocean rower breaks
mainland-Hawaii record

Tropical Storm Sally has formed off south Florida amid
forecasts it will grow into a hurricane capable of striking
the US Gulf Coast in coming days with high winds and a
life-threatening storm surge.

A Briton has set a new women’s world record for rowing
solo from the US mainland to Hawaii.
Lia Ditton, 40, described the 86 day, 10 hour, five minute
and 56 second voyage from San Francisco to Hawaii as “the
greatest psychological challenge of my life”.
The London-born rower faced illness just before the June 17
start, two capsizes, a shortage of food, and persistent adverse
currents and winds to break rower Roz Savage’s 2008 record
of 100 days.
There was a warm welcome as she reached Waikiki Yacht
Club on the island of Oahu on September 12 at 6.10am.
Her record breaking attempt almost ended just a day after
it began as the Continental Shelf left her tackling currents,
winds and waves the size of buildings which all thwarted
her progress.
She spent her days clawing her way west and away from the
California coast to make up miles lost while drifting at night.
She also had to cope with the news in June that fellow rower
Angela Madsen, 60, had died during her attempt on the same
route after 57 days.
Madsen was a former US Marine who overcame
extraordinary adversity to become a Paralympian shot put
medallist and a world rowing champion and it was a reminder
of how dangerous Ditton’s own voyage could be.
A rogue wave capsized her 21-foot boat on July 6 and
plunged her headfirst into the dark ocean.
She used all her strength to roll the boat back herself and
rejected an idea to abandon the vessel.
She had to make a number of maintenance repairs, including
changing the oarlock height after the base cracked, and
conquered one of her greatest fears by twice leaving the boat
to get in the water to remove barnacles.
Ditton plans to spend weeks recuperating before travelling
home to her base in San Francisco. Her next target is to try
to become the first solo rower to cross the North Pacific, by
making the 5500 miles journey from Japan to San Francisco. ■

The earliest 18th-named storm in an Atlantic tropical season,
Sally quickly became better organized within hours of forming
and was expected to become a hurricane by late Monday, the
National Hurricane Center said. New Orleans and surrounding
areas, along with a stretch of the coast from Grand Isle,
Louisiana, to the Alabama-Florida line, were placed under a
hurricane watch.
Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards declared a state of
emergency ahead of the storm, and officials in the New
Orleans area issued a mandatory evacuation order for areas
outside of levee protection, including Venetian Isles, Lake
Catherine, and Irish Bayou.
The National Hurricane Center said dangerous storm surge
was possible along the northern Gulf Coast starting on Monday
(US time) and added hurricane conditions could set in there
early Tuesday.
The Miami-based hurricane tracking center said Sally spent
Saturday afternoon spreading gusty winds and heavy rains
around south Florida.
Sally’s maximum sustained winds were clocked at 40 mph
(65 kph) with higher gusts.
Sally became the earliest 18th-named storm on record in
an Atlantic hurricane season, besting Stan when it formed
on Octover 2, 2005, said Colorado State hurricane researcher
Phil Klotzbach.
A tropical storm watch has been extended westward from
the Okaloosa/Walton County line in Florida to the AlabamaFlorida line.
A storm surge watch, meanwhile, was in effect from the
mouth of the Mississippi River to the Alabama-Florida line,
including Lake Pontchartrain, Lake Maurepas, Lake Borgne
in Louisiana — and Mobile Bay in Alabama. ■

6

SEPTEMBER 13 (GMT) – SEPTEMBER 14 (AEST), 2020

Chinese President Xi Jinping is displayed on a screen as Type 99A2 Chinese battle tanks

An elderly couple walk at a public park in Beijing. – AP

take part in a parade in Beijing in 2015. - AP
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US the ‘biggest threat’ to
world peace, China says

Domestic travel returns
to normal in Wuhan

China’s Defense Ministry has blasted a critical US report
on the country’s military ambitions, saying it is the US
instead that poses the biggest threat to the international
order and world peace.

Domestic air travel in Wuhan, the epicenter of the
global coronavirus outbreak, has returned to prepandemic levels.
The virus was first detected in Wuhan late last year and the
city underwent a draconian 76-day lockdown as its hospitals
struggled to deal with a tidal wave of cases that required the
rapid construction of field hospitals to handle the overflow.
Since re-opening in early April, life has gradually returned
to normal and numbers of domestic flights serving the city, as
well as the number of passengers, had both fully recovered,
according to the operator of Wuhan Tianhe International
airport. It said 64,700 passengers were transported aboard
500 domestic flights on Friday.
The airport is preparing to eventually resume international
passenger flights to destinations such as Seoul, Singapore,
Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta, Qu Xiaoni, an airport representative
was quoted as saying by the official Xinhua News Agency.
International cargo routes have already re-opened
connecting the major industrial city and center of the Chinese
auto industry with destinations such as Amsterdam and New
Delhi.
China has gone almost a month without registering a new
case of local transmission and on Sunday, the National Health
Commission reported just 10 new cases, all of them imported.
Hospitals are treating 151 people for COVID-19 and another
357 people are in isolation after testing positive for the disease
without showing any symptoms, the commission said.
China has reported a total of 85,184 cases of COVID-19
with 4,634 deaths. ■

The statement follows the September 2 release of the annual
Defense Department report to Congress on Chinese military
developments and goals that it said would have “serious
implications for US national interests and the security of the
international rules-based order.”
Defense Ministry spokesman Col. Wu Qian called the
report a “wanton distortion” of China’s aims and the
relationship between the People’s Liberation Army and
China’s 1.4 million people.
“Many years of evidence shows that it is the US that is the
fomenter of regional unrest, the violator of the international
order and the destroyer of world peace,” he said.
US actions in Iraq, Syria, Libya and other countries over the
past two decades have resulted in the deaths of more than
800,000 people and displacement of millions, Qian said.
“Rather than reflecting on itself, the US issued a so-called
report that made false comments about China’s normal
defense and military construction,” he said. “We call on the
US to view China’s national defense and military construction
objectively and rationally, cease making false statements and
related reports, and take concrete actions to safeguard the
healthy development of bilateral military relations.”
Running to more than 150 pages, the Defense Department
report examined the PLA’s technical capabilities, doctrines and
the ultimate aims of China’s military buildup. It said it includes
becoming a “practical instrument” of China’s statecraft with an
active role in advancing Beijing’s foreign policy and “aims to
revise aspects of the international order.”
This year’s report comes as relations between Beijing
and Washington have hit their lowest ebb in decades amid
simmering disputes over trade, technology, Taiwan, human
rights and the South China Sea. ■
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Traffic is seen on The Pacific Highway in New South Wales near the Queensland Border.

- AAP

- AAP
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NSW-Queensland border
closure ‘hurting’ locals

Health worker one of two
new coronavirus cases

NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian says Queensland’s
decision to keep its borders closed is unnecessarily
hurting residents of both states.

There have been two new cases of Covid-19 reported
in New Zealand today, including a health worker who
works at the Jet Park quarantine facility in Auckland.

The premier again pleaded with her Queensland counterpart
Annastacia Palaszczuk to reconsider the border closure
as NSW continues to record low rates of COVID-19
community transmission.
“I don’t understand when case numbers are so low why you
would even have borders up especially when you hear those
heartbreaking stories of people separated from their relatives,”
Berejiklian said.
“Having a border between Queensland and NSW is
unnecessarily hurting citizens on both sides of the border.”
Berejiklian thanked the South Australian and Northern
Territory governments for indicating a path forward for NSW
residents and appealed to Palaszczuk to do the same.
It comes as NSW recorded nine new cases in the 24 hours to
8pm on Saturday.
These include four returned travellers in hotel quarantine,
four which are locally acquired and linked to known cases, and
one locally acquired case which is under investigation.
NSW Health said two of the new cases are household
contacts linked to the Eastern Suburbs Legion Club cluster
and the other two are linked to St Paul’s Catholic College
Greystanes.
All four cases have been in self-isolation while infectious.
NSW Health also advised an infected person visited KFC
in Concord on September 6, with anyone who was at the
restaurant between 1pm and 1.20pm that day considered a
casual contact.
They have been advised to monitor for symptoms.
NSW Health acting director Dr Christine Selvey urged people
to immediately get tested if they feel unwell and to maintain
social distancing. ■

The Health Ministry said one of the two new cases was a
returnee to New Zealand in managed isolation and the second
was the health worker.
The Ministry said five household contacts of the health
worker are in isolation at their home and are being tested.
“This case is still being investigated to determine if the
infection came from the community or from within the
quarantine facility, though at this stage no obvious links to
other cases in the community have been established.”
The case was found from routine weekly testing. They were
tested last week and returned a negative test before this
week’s positive result.
The Ministry said this was the first time a staff member at
Jet Park had tested positive since it had been designated a
quarantine facility more than five months ago. The facility has
managed 2532 individuals and their close contacts.
“Auckland Regional Public Health Service is working closely
with the quarantine facility to help with double checking
protocols and procedures for keeping safe both staff and
people they’re caring for.
“We know that staff working in the quarantine facility are at
a higher risk of infection than the general population, which
reinforces the importance of the protections already in place. “
Other facility staff who regarded as close contacts have
been stood down and a deep clean of staff areas at the facility
has been completed. All staff at the quarantine facility will be
retested over the next 48 hours and a mobile testing unit will
operate at the facility today to assist the usual testing service.
The returnee in managed isolation arrived from South Africa
on September 8 and remains in quarantine in Canterbury.
There are three people in hospital with the coronavirus –
one is in isolation on a ward in Auckland City Hospital. Two are
in ICU at North Shore and Waikato hospitals. ■
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