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Trump holds indoor rally

Suga wins party vote for PM

Borders dominate debate

In open defiance of state regulations and
his own administration’s pandemic health
guidelines, President Donald Trump has
hosted his first indoor rally since June,
telling a packed, nearly mask-less Nevada
crowd that the nation was “making the
last turn” in defeating the virus.

Yoshihide Suga was elected as the new
head of Japan’s ruling party, virtually
guaranteeing him parliamentary election
as the country’s next prime minister.

More than 25,000 Australians stuck
overseas might not make it home for
Christmas unless a cap on international
arrivals is lifted. States are under
pressure to boost the capacity of their
hotel quarantine schemes to allow more
people to return.

UK

UK

NEW ZEALAND

Senior Tories reject Brexit plan

Summer heat back for UK

Auckland alert levels extended

Boris Johnson’s former attorney general,
Geoffrey Cox, has said it would be
“unconscionable” to override the Brexit
divorce deal, as the Tory rebellion against
the controversial legislation grows.

The UK is set to bask in temperatures
of more than 30C this week, as summer
heat returns. The mercury will be highest
in southern parts of the UK, but most
of the country will see a spell of warmer
weather over the next few days, the Met
Office have said.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern says
Cabinet has decided to extend the
current alert levels. “On the advice of the
director-general, Cabinet has decided
on a short extension to the current
restrictions of alert level 2.5 for Auckland
and level 2 for the rest of the country.”
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Parliament opens in India

Labs confirm Navalny poisoned

Funding set as Vic cases dro

After a five-month absence, Indian
lawmakers returned to Parliament
with the government’s response to the
coronavirus pandemic, the nosediving
economy and simmering tensions with
China setting the stage for a turbulent
session.

Specialist labs in France and Sweden
have confirmed Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny was poisoned with
the Soviet-era nerve agent Novichok, the
German government said.

Victoria has recorded 35 new coronavirus
cases and seven deaths, as the state
government announced funding to help
transform footpaths and streets into
open-air dining areas.

USA

WORLD

NEW ZEALAND

Amazon to hire 100,000

Crew heads to Antarctica

Boat leaks oil in Milford Sound

Amazon said that it will be hiring another
100,000 people to keep up with a surge
of online orders. The company said the
new hires will help pack, ship or sort
orders, working in part-time and full-time
roles. Amazon said the jobs are not
related to its typical holiday hiring.

The first US flight into Antarctica following
months of winter darkness has left from
New Zealand with crews taking extra
precautions to keep out the coronavirus.
Antarctica is the only continent without
the virus, and there is a global effort
to make sure incoming scientists and
workers don’t bring it with them.

Work is underway to contain an oil leak
into Milford Sound after a fire on a
fishing boat early this morning. Fire and
Emergency were alerted to the blaze in
Deep Water Basin just after 4am, which
has since been extinguished.
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President Donald Trump arrives to speak at a rally in Henderson, Nevada. - AP

Prime Minister Boris Johnson. – PA

USA

UK

Defiant, Trump holds
indoor rally

Senior Tories reject PM’s
Brexit plan

In open defiance of state regulations and his own
administration’s pandemic health guidelines, President
Donald Trump has hosted his first indoor rally since June,
telling a packed, nearly mask-less Nevada crowd that the
nation was “making the last turn” in defeating the virus.

Boris Johnson’s former attorney general,
Geoffrey Cox, has said it would be
“unconscionable” to override the Brexit
divorce deal, as the Tory rebellion against the
controversial legislation grows.

Relatively few in the crowd wore masks, with one clear
exception: Those in the stands directly behind Trump, whose
images would end up on TV, were mandated to wear face
coverings.
Not since a rally in Tulsa, Oklahoma, that was blamed
for a surge of coronavirus infections has Trump gathered
supporters indoors. There was no early mention from the
president that the pandemic had killed nearly 200,000
Americans and was still claiming 1000 lives a day.
“We are not shutting the country again. A shutdown would
destroy the lives and dreams of millions Americans,” Trump
said.
The rally in Tulsa, which was his first in three months after
the coronavirus reached American shores, was a disaster for
the campaign, a debacle that featured a sea of empty seats
and a rise in COVID-19 cases, including on his own staff. One
prominent Trump supporter at the rally, businessman and
former presidential candidate Herman Cain, died of COVID-19
weeks later, though it was not clear if he contracted the virus
in Tulsa.
Recognizing that many supporters were uncomfortable to
gather in a large group indoors, where the virus spreads more
easily, the Trump campaign shifted to holding smaller, outdoor
rallies, usually at airplane hangers. But those rallies have grown
in size in recent weeks, with little social distancing and few
masks.
And on Sunday, they returned indoors, in part as a nod to
the Las Vegas-area heat. Temperature checks were given to all
upon entrance at the industrial site in Henderson and while
masks were encouraged, few wore them. ■

The Tory MP said there is “no doubt” the “unpalatable”
implications of the Withdrawal Agreement were known when
the Prime Minister signed it, a time when Cox was the chief law
officer.
The Brexiteer warned he would not back the UK Internal
Market Bill unless ministers dispel the impression they plan
to “permanently and unilaterally” rewrite an international
agreement.
His intervention came ahead of MPs debating the legislation
on Monday, when the Bill returns to the Commons amid
growing criticism that breaching international law would
jeopardise the UK’s standing in the world.
The QC, who was attorney general during the unlawful
suspension of Parliament, said tariffs and customs procedures
on certain goods entering Northern Ireland from Britain were
part of the deal.
“There can be no doubt that these were the known,
unpalatable but inescapable, implications of the agreement,”
he wrote in The Times.
He said if the powers in the Bill were used to “nullify those
perfectly plain and foreseeable consequences” then it would
amount to the “unilateral abrogation of the treaty obligations”
signed in October.
“It is unconscionable that this country, justly famous for its
regard for the rule of law around the world, should act in such
a way,” he said.
Cox urged ministers to use the “clear and lawful” options
under the agreement to remedy their concerns that food
imports may be blocked from Britain to Northern Ireland. ■
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Yoshihide Suga. - AP

Hot weather is expected across England in Wales this week. - PA

WORLD

UK

Yoshihide Suga wins
party vote for PM

Summer heat back as UK
tops 30C

Yoshihide Suga was elected as the new head of
Japan's ruling party, virtually guaranteeing him
parliamentary election as the country's next
prime minister.

The UK is set to bask in temperatures of more
than 30C this week, as summer heat returns.
The mercury will be highest in southern parts of the UK, but
most of the country will see a spell of warmer weather over the
next few days, the Met Office have said.
Some north-western parts of the UK and north-west
Scotland in particular could see some rain early on, but
“elsewhere it will be generally dry and sunny”, according to
forecaster John Griffiths.
He said that “much of England and Wales by the afternoon
will be dry warm and sunny if not even locally very warm” and
there is the potential for a top temperature of 30C in the south
east of England.
Griffiths said: ”Tuesday we’re still looking at highs of 30
somewhere in the south east maybe even a spot of 31, but it
will already be cooling off in some south western areas.
He added: “Across Scotland it will actually be a warmer day
for many on Tuesday.
“There’s going to be the potential for a few showers around
in some western areas and one of two of them could be heavy
and the odd rumble of thunder but they’re going to be very
isolated where they do occur.”
There could be highs of 27 or 28 again on Wednesday, but
as we head towards the end of the week the heat will begin to
move away and temperatures will drop to the low 20s in the
warmest parts, Griffiths said.
The meteorologist said: “It’s not that unusual for this time of
year, we quite often get warm spells of weather in September,”
but these temperatures will still be some way off the highest
September temperature ever recorded, which was 35.6C on
September 2, 1906.
The hot weather comes as rules on socialising are tightened
across England in a bid to halt the growing numbers of
coronavirus cases. ■

Suga received 377 votes in the ruling Liberal Democratic Party
election to pick a successor to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who
announced last month that he would resign due to health
problems. The other two contenders received a combined
157 votes —former Foreign minister Fumio Kishida got 89 and
former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba had 68.
The expected victory in the party vote by Suga, currently the
chief Cabinet secretary of Abe's government, all but guarantees
his election in a parliamentary vote Wednesday because of the
majority held by the Liberal Democrats' ruling coalition.
Suga gained the support of party heavyweights and their
wing members early in the campaign on expectations that he
would continue Abe's policies. That his victory appeared to be
a done deal has raised criticism from inside and outside the
party that the process is undemocratic and murky.
The closed-door politics also apparently led lawmakers to
support Suga in hopes of getting favorable party and Cabinet
posts in the new administration.
Suga has said his top priorities are fighting the coronavirus
and turning around an economy battered by the pandemic.
He repeatedly has noted achievements under the Abe-led
government when asked about various policies.
Despite his low-key image as Abe's right-hand man, Suga is
actually known for his iron-fist approach to getting jobs done
as a policy coordinator and influencing bureaucrats by using
the centralized power of the prime minister's office.
Suga says that he is a reformist and that he has worked to
achieve policies by breaking territorial barriers of bureaucracy.
He has credited himself for those efforts in achieving a
booming foreign tourism industry in Japan, lowering cellphone
bills and bolstering agricultural exports. ■
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Motorists are stopped at a checkpoint at Coolangatta on the Queensland-New South

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern. - RNZ

Wales border. – AAP

AUSTRALIA

NEW ZEALAND

Border closures
dominate national debate

NZ extends Auckland
alert levels

More than 25,000 Australians stuck overseas might
not make it home for Christmas unless a cap on
international arrivals is lifted.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern says Cabinet has decided
to extend the current alert levels.
"On the advice of the director-general, Cabinet has decided on
a short extension to the current restrictions of alert level 2.5
for Auckland and level 2 for the rest of the country."
For Auckland, Cabinet will review the current level at a
meeting on Monday 21 September with a view to increase
gathering limits, depending on whether the cluster is
contained.
If that change is agreed on, it will come into force on 23
September, Ardern says.
She says on Monday 21 September, Cabinet has agreed in
principle that the rest of New Zealand will move to alert level 1
– contingent on cases tracking the way they are. The move will
be confirmed next Monday.
The level 2 precautions continue to act as a safety barrier
against flare-ups for the rest of New Zealand, she says.
"Today I confirm we will ease physical distancing
requirements on planes and public transport. From today
public transport operators including airlines, buses and
trains do not need to maintain any seating restrictions or
passenger capacity limits at level 2. Mask use will continue to
be compulsory."
Ardern says Treasury's latest update shows economic activity
across the Auckland region and the country bounced back to
levels experienced under level 1.
"This is a global pandemic and the global economic outlook
is weak."
"The best approach to a healthy economy is getting the virus
under control."
"Continuing our elimination strategy based on stronger more
targeted public health measures allows economic activity in
New Zealand to resume sooner than would otherwise be the
case." ■

States are under pressure to boost the capacity of their hotel
quarantine schemes to allow more people to return.
The federal government has also been challenged to find a
creative fix.
Only 4000 international travellers can enter Australia each
week and the majority fly into Sydney.
NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian has challenged other states
to take their fair share of Australians returning from overseas.
“NSW welcomes back around 2500 people every week, and
we know the hotel quarantine system in NSW is managed
well, but we’re doing so much more than all the other states
combined,” she said.
“I just say to other states, I’m sure many of our Aussies
overseas wouldn’t mind flying into Brisbane or Perth or even
Adelaide, and then getting a domestic flight back to their
homes.”
Queensland Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk says she is
looking into the issue and will provide a response to national
cabinet later this week.
“Where we can take some more I think we should because I
think it’s really important that overseas families can also come
home during this global pandemic time,” she said.
Labor says the Commonwealth should take responsibility for
quarantine arrangements, pointing out federal facilities have
been used to accommodate people returning from China and
Japan.
“If the Commonwealth government is serious about getting
stranded Australians home, they need to step up, show
leadership and put a plan in place,” Labor frontbencher Kristina
Keneally said.
“It is the Commonwealth’s responsibility to assist stranded
Australians in the middle of a global, deadly pandemic, who are
stuck overseas.” ■
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is received by his ministerial colleagues as he arrives

- AP

at the Parliament in New Delhi. - AP

WORLD

USA

Parliament opens in
virus-stricken India

Amazon to hire 100,000
to meet demand

After a five-month absence, Indian lawmakers returned
to Parliament with the government’s response to the
coronavirus pandemic, the nosediving economy and
simmering tensions with China setting the stage for a
turbulent session.

Amazon said that it will be hiring another 100,000 people
to keep up with a surge of online orders.
The company said the new hires will help pack, ship or sort
orders, working in part-time and full-time roles. Amazon said
the jobs are not related to its typical holiday hiring.
Business has been booming at the Seattle-based online
behemoth. It made record profit and revenue between April
and June, as more people turned to it during the pandemic to
buy groceries and supplies.
The company already had to hire 175,000 people earlier this
year to keep up with the rush of orders, and last week said it
had 33,000 corporate and tech jobs it needed to fill.
This time around, Amazon said it needs the people at the
100 new warehouses, package sorting centers and other
facilities it’s opening this month.
Alicia Boler Davis, who oversees Amazon’s warehouses, said
the company is offering $1,000 sign-on bonuses in some cities
where it may be harder for it to find workers, such as Detroit,
New York, Philadelphia and Louisville, Kentucky. Starting pay at
Amazon is $15 an hour.
Things are about to get a lot busier at Amazon’s warehouses.
In addition to the holiday shopping rush, Amazon plans to hold
its one of its busiest shopping days, Prime Day, in the fall this
year after postponing it from July.
Amazon will be monitoring whether it needs to hire more
workers for the holidays, but doesn’t have anything to
announce yet, Boler Davis said. Last year, it hired 200,000
ahead of the holidays.
One company is already preparing for the spike in orders:
UPS said last week that it plans to bring in 100,000 people to
help it deliver packages during the holiday season. ■

The 18-day session comes as coronavirus infections in India
surge faster than anywhere else in the world. The more than
92,000 new cases added raised India’s totals past 4.8 million.
More than 79,700 people have died.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi told reporters before
Parliament resumed that he hoped the session will be
productive.
“Parliament session is beginning in distinct times. There’s
corona and there’s duty,” Modi said.
Lawmakers will wear masks and sit in seats separated by
transparent plastic sheets while in Parliament and sessions will
be shortened among other health protocols to guard against
the virus. Opposition parties have protested one action: the
canceling of Question Hour, when lawmakers ask questions
to ministers and hold them accountable for the functioning of
their ministries.
The Parliament session is expected to be challenging for
Modi and his government.
It includes laying out measures to revive an economy that
shrank by nearly 24% in the last quarter, the most of any major
country, and trying to stop a virus surge worsened by a weak
and underfunded healthcare system. Other moves could be
attempted to mitigate rising unemployment and solve a bitter
military standoff with China, three months after their deadliest
military confrontation in decades.
On Monday, Modi appealed to all political parties to stand
in solidarity with soldiers guarding India’s borders even as
opposition parties demanded more clarity on the government’s
response in the standoff with China. ■
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The German government says labs in France and Sweden have confirmed Russian

Staff board a U.S. Air Force C-17 as they prepare to take the season’s first flight to

opposition leader Alexei Navalny was poisoned with nerve agent Novichok. - AP

McMurdo Station in Antarctica from Christchurch Airport, New Zealand. - AP
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WORLD

Labs confirm Navalny
was poisoned

Crew heads to virus-free
Antarctica

Specialist labs in France and Sweden have confirmed
Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny was poisoned
with the Soviet-era nerve agent Novichok, the German
government said.

The first US flight into Antarctica following months of
winter darkness has left from New Zealand with crews
taking extra precautions to keep out the coronavirus.
Antarctica is the only continent without the virus, and there is
a global effort to make sure incoming scientists and workers
don’t bring it with them.
The US Air Force flight left from the gateway city of
Christchurch carrying 106 passengers and crew, said Tony
German, the US Antarctic program’s representative in New
Zealand.
He said the new arrivals will start getting ready for the
summer and swap out with skeleton crews who have spent the
Southern Hemisphere winter in Antarctica.
The flight was delayed for three weeks by big storms,
resulting in an extended six-week quarantine for those aboard.
German said the crews were first isolated in San Francisco
for four days and then spent another five weeks isolated in
New Zealand, undergoing several virus tests along the way.
When they arrive at McMurdo Station, he said, the facility will
be at Code Yellow, meaning everybody will wear masks for two
weeks.
“We are being meticulous to ensure nothing happens,”
German said.
If the virus was to break out at the station, he said, they have
protocols in place to test and isolate anybody who is infected.
Still, the flight delays over recent weeks underscore how
difficult it can be to quickly evacuate people from Antarctica
who are suffering severe medical problems.
German said it took more than a week for winter crews at
McMurdo, the main US station on the continent, to dig out
from the storms and clear the runway in order for the flight to
proceed.
The Boeing C-17 Globemaster is the first US flight to the
continent since early May. ■

A German military laboratory previously confirmed the
substance in his samples.
German government spokesman Steffen Seibert said that
the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons has
also received samples and is taking steps to have those tested
at its reference laboratories.
Navalny, the most visible opponent of Russian President
Vladimir Putin, was flown to Germany two days after falling
ill on August 20 on a domestic flight in Russia. Berlin has
demanded that Russia investigate the case.
Seibert renewed Germany’s demand that “Russia explain
itself” on the matter.
The Kremlin has bristled at calls from Chancellor Angela
Merkel and other world leaders for Russia to answer questions
in the case, denying any official involvement and accusing the
West of trying to smear Moscow.
It has accused Germany of dragging its heels on cooperating
with Russian requests to help investigate the case, which Berlin
denies.
Navalny was kept in an induced coma for more than a week
as he was treated with an antidote, before hospital officials said
a week ago that his condition had improved enough for him to
be brought out of it.
It isn’t clear when Berlin’s Charite hospital will next issue an
update on his condition. ■
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Booms are in place to contain the light oil slick on Milford Sound. - Supplied / RNZ

AUSTRALIA

NEW ZEALAND

Funding set as Vic virus
cases drop

Burnt boat leaks oil into
Milford Sound

Victoria has recorded 35 new coronavirus cases and
seven deaths, as the state government announced
funding to help transform footpaths and streets into
open-air dining areas.

Work is underway to contain an oil leak into Milford
Sound after a fire on a fishing boat early this morning.
Fire and Emergency were alerted to the blaze in Deep Water
Basin just after 4am, which has since been extinguished.
The Milford Sound Fire Brigade fought the blaze with Te
Anau firefighters, who were sent in by helicopter, and with the
help of local fishermen.
Fire and Emergency spokesperson Lyn Crosson said the fire
caused several gas bottles on board the ship to explode.
Southland Regional Council said harbour booms were
in place to contain small amounts of diesel, oil or other
contaminants leaking into the water after the boat partially
sank.
Its harbourmaster, Lyndon Cleaver, said a team was working
with insurers to raise and remove the boat from the water.
He said there were minimal amounts of oil onboard and only
a very small amount was visible.
The former fishing boat was being used for accommodation,
but no-one was injured.
Shane Nyhon and his crew had been out fishing for cray
and were near to the boat when it caught fire. His wife Amber
Nyhon said he alerted Fire and Emergency, then worked to
save another boat close by from catching alight by cutting the
rope tied to the dock.
There was no-one on board the boat and no injuries, a Fire
and Emergency spokesperson said.
The blaze is not being treated as suspicious.
Southland Harbourmaster Lyndon Cleaver said it was lucky
the boat was steel-hulled otherwise the fire may have burned
to the water line and released contaminants into the water.
They are working to make the boat water tight as soon as
possible.
Southland Regional Council said there was no immediate
evidence diesel or other contaminants were leaking into the
water, though an environmental risk will remain until the boat
can be made watertight. ■

Premier Daniel Andrews has unveiled a $290 million funding
package, which includes $100 million for the City of Melbourne
and $87.5 million to councils and businesses outside of the
CBD to make outdoor dining possible.
The premier wants to emulate New York’s Open Restaurants
initiative, which has involved footpaths, laneways and streets
being temporarily transformed into dining areas.
“They have been able to get their hospitality sector back
to something approaching normal, faster than what would
otherwise have been the case because they have used the
footpath, curbside parking and taken public space and turned
it into pop-up cafes, restaurants, bars,” Andrews said.
“We don’t want the cost to be a barrier to already-strapped
businesses that are under considerable pressure being able to
make that transition.”
The $100 million Melbourne City Recovery Fund includes
$30 million in grants to small and medium businesses to
reconfigure spaces, $30 million to support COVIDSafe events
and cultural activities and $40 million to provide physical
improvements to the city streetscape.
Businesses outside the CBD will be able to apply for grants
of up to $5000 to pay for equipment such as umbrellas,
outdoor furniture and perspex screens.
About $29.5 million will be provided to local councils to
streamline a permit system for traders.
“We don’t want bureaucratic delays. We don’t want
arguments and debates,” Andrews said.
“We want as many people seated in as quick a time as
possible, utilising public space that has never been on offer
previously because that is unprecedented because this
challenge is absolutely unprecedented.” ■
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