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Trump to preside over deals

India’s coronavirus toll soars

PM pledges to protect public

President Donald Trump is set to preside
over the signing of historic diplomatic
deals between Israel and two Gulf Arab
nations that could herald a dramatic
shift in Middle East power dynamics and
give him a boost ahead of the November
election. In a White House ceremony,
Trump will host more than 700 guests
on the South Lawn to witness the sealing
of the agreements between Israel, the
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain.

India has confirmed more than 83,000
new coronavirus cases, bringing its total
caseload to nearly 5 million. The Health
Ministry also reported 1,054 new deaths,
driving total fatalities up to 80,776. With
4.93 million confirmed cases, India has
the second-highest total in the world
after the US. Infections have maintained
an upward surge amid an ease in
coronavirus restrictions nationwide.
More than 600,000 new cases have been
confirmed in the last week alone.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson has
promised to make protecting the public
the “single most important factor in
our criminal justice policy” ahead of a
major shake-up of sentencing powers.
He told his Cabinet he wanted “sensible
approaches to sentencing, making it
easier for judges to put dangerous
offenders behind bars for longer”. Justice
Secretary Robert Buckland is due to
publish a Sentencing White Paper setting
out the plans on Wednesday.

EUROPE

UK

NORTH AMERICA

Tragedy as migrant boat capsizes

Patel vows action on testing

Sally moves in on Gulf Coast

A boat carrying migrants bound
for Europe has capsized in the
Mediterranean Sea, leaving at least
two dozen people presumed dead.
Safa Msehli, a spokesperson for the
International Organization for Migration,
said Libya’s coast guard intercepted
three boats on Monday, and one of
them had capsized. She said the coast
guard retrieved two bodies, and survivors
reported 22 others were missing and
presumed dead.

The Government is “surging capacity” in
local lockdown areas, Home Secretary
Priti Patel says. Patel said it was
unacceptable that people have been
unable to get tests, adding: “Clearly there
is much more work that needs to be
undertaken with Public Health England
and the actual public health bodies
in those particular local areas. “As a
Government we work with Public Health
England to surge where there is demand
in local hotspot areas and we continue to
do that.”

Portions of Alabama and the Florida
panhandle could see “historic flooding”
from Hurricane Sally, a weather specialist
has warned. Sally was a Category 1
storm, with maximum sustained winds of
85 mph (137 kph). Stacy Stewart, a senior
specialist with the National Hurricane
Center, said residents in these areas
“need to understand there is going to be
extremely heavy rainfall, like what they
may have never seen before.”
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Trump pays tribute to rescuers

Concerns about highway safety

Budget to reflect virus impact

With the smell of California wildfires in
the air, President Donald Trump has
presented the Distinguished Flying Cross
to seven members of the California
National Guard who helped rescue more
than 200 people trapped by wildfires
this month. The fires are threatening
to become another front in Trump’s
reelection bid, which is already facing
hurdles because of the coronavirus
pandemic, joblessness and social unrest.

Serious safety concerns have been
highlighted in the design of two highway
viaducts being built north of Auckland.
Documents show at one stage, a leading
engineering firm warned of a critical risk
of “multiple fatalities” among construction
workers, but it later dropped this concern.
However, the Transport Agency said the
project on State Highway One at Pūhoi
and Ōkahu had been fully checked out,
the design was strong enough and there
were no unaddressed safety concerns.

The Dutch government is unveiling
its annual budget plans, providing
an indication of how one of Western
Europe’s most prosperous nations
foresees the ongoing economic impact of
the pandemic. The announcement comes
a day after the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development said that
the gross domestic product in the world’s
20 major industrialized nations dropped
by a record 6.9% in the second quarter
from the previous three-month period.
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PM plots path out of doldrums

Uni chiefs reject reforms

National unveils dental policy

Prime Minister Scott Morrison is
promising to drag Australians out of the
coronavirus recession through a budget
focused squarely on jobs. But Morrison
has been warned planned welfare
cuts could leave 145,000 more people
unemployed and cost the economy
$31 billion. Morrison gave another taste
of his upcoming budget by promising to
open up new gas supplies and back the
construction of a gas-fired power station
in NSW, if the private sector does not do
it soon.

Australia’s top universities are shaking
their heads at the federal government’s
proposed reforms, saying they will lead
to lower-quality education. Group of
Eight chair Margaret Gardner says the
changes need significant amendments.
“We would have preferred a longer and
more consultative process on what we
believe can and should be significant
reform to higher education,” she told
a Senate inquiry. The government says
the changes will make an extra 100,000
university places available.

National is promising to spend an extra
$30 million on improving dental services
for children, including a free toothbrush,
toothpaste and information pack each
year. The MySmile Tamariki Niho Ora
policy would include – all children
provided with an annual dental health
pack containing information material,
a toothbrush and toothpaste for daily
tooth brushing; oral health education
programme; funding a free fluoride
varnish; and a supervised brushing
programme.
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President Donald Trump. - AP

Migrants from different nationalities rest on board the Spanish NGO Open Arms vessel
after being rescued in the Mediterranean. – AP
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Trump to preside over
historic deals

Tragedy as migrant
boat capsizes

President Donald Trump is set to preside over the signing
of historic diplomatic deals between Israel and two Gulf
Arab nations that could herald a dramatic shift in Middle
East power dynamics and give him a boost ahead of the
November election.

A boat carrying migrants bound for Europe has capsized
in the Mediterranean Sea, leaving at least two dozen
people presumed dead.
Safa Msehli, a spokesperson for the International Organization
for Migration, said Libya’s coast guard intercepted three boats
on Monday, and one of them had capsized.
She said the coast guard retrieved two bodies, and survivors
reported 22 others were missing and presumed dead.
At least 45 survivors on the three boats were returned to the
shore. All migrants were men, with a majority from Egypt and
Morocco, she said.
“This new tragedy signals yet again the need for increased
search and rescue capacity in the Mediterranean. Instead, we
are seeing restrictions on NGOs and long, unnecessary standoffs,” Msehli said.
The shipwreck was the latest maritime disaster involving
migrants seeking a better life in Europe.
In August, a boat carrying dozens of migrants capsized
leaving at least 45 people drowned or missing and presumed
dead, marking the largest number of fatalities in a single
shipwreck off the coast of the North African country.
Libya, which descended into chaos following the 2011
uprising that toppled and killed longtime dictator Moammar
Gadhafi, has emerged as a major transit point for African and
Arab migrants fleeing war and poverty to Europe. ■

In a White House ceremony aimed at showcasing presidential
statesmanship, Trump will host more than 700 guests Tuesday
on the South Lawn to witness the sealing of the agreements
between Israel, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain.
Trump and his allies hope the occasion will burnish Trump’s
credentials as a peacemaker at the height of his reelection
campaign.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the Emirati
and Bahraini foreign ministers are to ink the deals before the
crowd, which will include representatives of supporting nations
from the Washington-based diplomatic corps but few other
dignitaries from overseas. Some congressional Democrats who
have offered muted praise have been invited to attend.
In addition to the individual bilateral agreements signed
by Israel, the UAE and Bahrain, all three will sign a trilateral
document, officials said. The agreements are dubbed the
“Abraham Accords” after the patriarch of the world’s three
major monotheistic religions. Trump is expected to sign as a
witness.
The agreements won’t end active wars but will rather
formalize the normalization of the Jewish state’s already
warming relations with the two countries. And, while not
addressing the longstanding Israeli-Palestinian conflict, they
may pave the way for a broader Arab-Israeli rapprochement
after decades of enmity, a pair of wars and only two previous
peace deals.
Skeptics, including many longtime Mideast observers,
analysts, experts and former officials, have expressed doubts
about the impact of the deals and lamented that they ignore
the Palestinians, who have rejected them as a stab in the back
by fellow Arabs. ■
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A health worker collects a swab sample from a woman in Mumbai. - AP

Home Secretary Priti Patel. – AP
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India’s coronavirus toll
soars in upward surge

Patel vows action on
coronavirus testing

India has confirmed more than 83,000 new coronavirus
cases, bringing its total caseload to nearly 5 million.

The Government is “surging capacity” in local lockdown
areas, Home Secretary Priti Patel says.

The Health Ministry also reported 1,054 new deaths, driving
total fatalities up to 80,776.
With 4.93 million confirmed cases, India has the secondhighest total in the world after the US. Infections have
maintained an upward surge amid an ease in coronavirus
restrictions nationwide. More than 600,000 new cases have
been confirmed in the last week alone.
Maharashtra, with more than 1 million cases, remains the
worst-affected state in India, followed by Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Uttar Pradesh.
India, however, also has the highest number of recovered
patients in the world, according to Johns Hopkins University.
The country’s recovery rate stands at 77.8%, with nearly 3.8
million people recovering from the virus so far, according to
the Health Ministry.
India’s Parliament, which reopened Monday after being shut
down for more than five months due to the coronavirus, said
that more than 10 million migrant laborers had made their way
back to their home states from various corners of the country
during a strict nationwide lockdown. It said there was no data
available for the number of migrant deaths.
A flood of migrant workers, out of money and fearing
starvation, poured out of cities and headed back to villages
when Prime Minister Narendra Modi ordered the nationwide
lockdown on March 24. The unprecedented migration was
one key reason that the virus spread to the far reaches of the
country.
The lockdown also caused a severe economic crisis. India’s
economy contracted nearly 24% in the second quarter, the
worst among the world’s top economies. ■

Speaking on BBC Breakfast, Patel said it was unacceptable that
people have been unable to get tests, adding: “Clearly there
is much more work that needs to be undertaken with Public
Health England and the actual public health bodies in those
particular local areas.
“As a Government we work with Public Health England to
surge where there is demand in local hotspot areas and we
continue to do that.”
On access to testing, she said the majority of tests are
available within a 10-mile (16km) radius.
“It seems to me there’ll be extreme cases where people can’t
get to test locations within that radius but that doesn’t mean
that Public Health England are not working night and day to
boost capacity,” she said.
“Tests are available, you’ve heard me say, particularly in local
lockdown areas, I’ve seen this myself, I’ve seen the teams that
have been working on this.
“Mobile testing is going in, capacity is going into local areas
where lockdowns have been undertaken and are taking place.
“I think it is wrong to say tests are not available, new book-in
slots are being made available every single day, mobile testing
units are being made available.
“And on top of that home testing kits are being issued across
the country but specifically in local lockdown areas.”
Asked if she would report on neighbours who she believed
were breaking coronavirus restrictions, Patel said: “If I
saw inappropriate behaviour and people behaving in an
irresponsible way, and even if I went into an area that was
not Covid-complaint and people were in there and, obviously,
people’s health had been put at risk, and it’s right to report
that.”
She added: “The rule of six is about making sure that people
are being conscientious and not putting other people’s health
at risk.” ■
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Prime Minister Boris Johnson. – AP

A car drives through seawater as Beach Boulevard floods in Waveland, Mississippi. - AP

UK

NORTH AMERICA

Johnson pledges to
protect public

Hurricane Sally moves
in on Gulf Coast

Prime Minister Boris Johnson has promised to make
protecting the public the “single most important factor
in our criminal justice policy” ahead of a major shake-up
of sentencing powers.

Portions of Alabama and the Florida panhandle could
see “historic flooding” from Hurricane Sally, a weather
specialist has warned.
Sally was a Category 1 storm, with maximum sustained winds
of 85 mph (137 kph). Stacy Stewart, a senior specialist with the
National Hurricane Center, said residents in these areas “need
to understand there is going to be extremely heavy rainfall, like
what they may have never seen before.”
“You don’t have to have a very powerful hurricane like a
Category 3 hurricane to get significant storm surge.”
Some places could be inundated with 4 to 6 feet of water,
and people can drown in the flooding, Stewart said. “If people
live near rivers, small streams and creeks, they need to
evacuate and go somewhere else.”
Hurricane warnings stretched from Grand Isle, Louisiana, to
Navarre, Florida, but forecasters – while stressing “significant”
uncertainty – kept nudging the predicted track to the east.
That eased fears in New Orleans, which once was in the
storm’s crosshairs. But it prompted Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
to declare an emergency in the Panhandle’s westernmost
counties, which were being pummeled by rain from Sally’s
outer bands early Tuesday. The threat of heavy rain and storm
surge was exacerbated by the storm’s slow movement.
President Donald Trump issued emergency declarations for
parts of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama on Monday, and on
Twitter urged residents to listen to state and local leaders.
Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey sought the presidential declaration
after the National Weather Service in Mobile, Alabama, warned
of the increasing likelihood of “dangerous and potentially
historic flooding,” with waters rising as much as 9 feet (2.7
meters) above ground in parts of the Mobile metro area.
Sally achieved hurricane strength Monday and quickly
intensified to a Category 2 storm with 100 mph (161 kph)
winds. Forecasters expect winds to increase to up to 110 mph
(177 kph) over the warm Gulf waters before the storm blows
ashore. ■

He told his Cabinet he wanted “sensible approaches to
sentencing, making it easier for judges to put dangerous
offenders behind bars for longer” and to end the “ridiculous
state of affairs whereby a criminal can get back out on to the
streets even when it is clear to everybody – including the court
– that they pose a threat to justice and a threat to the British
public”.
“That includes longer sentences for child killers, lowering
the age limit on whole-life tariffs for the worst offenders and
locking (up) for longer more of the most violent criminals
before they can apply for parole,” Johnson said.
“What we are doing is we are putting public protection as the
single most important factor in our criminal justice policy and
I think that will command the sympathy and approval of the
British public.”
Justice Secretary Robert Buckland is due to publish
a Sentencing White Paper setting out the plans on
Wednesday. ■
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President Donald Trump. - AP

Prime Minister Scott Morrison. - AAP
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Trump pays tribute
to wildfire rescuers

Morrison plots path
out of doldrums

With the smell of California wildfires in the air, President
Donald Trump has presented the Distinguished Flying
Cross to seven members of the California National Guard
who helped rescue more than 200 people trapped by
wildfires this month.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison is promising to drag
Australians out of the coronavirus recession through a
budget focused squarely on jobs.
But Morrison has been warned planned welfare cuts could
leave 145,000 more people unemployed and cost the economy
$31 billion.
Morrison gave another taste of his upcoming budget
by promising to open up new gas supplies and back the
construction of a gas-fired power station in NSW, if the private
sector does not do it soon.
He claimed the investments would shield employers and
households from energy price spikes, while giving businesses
confidence to invest.
Morrison said his focus was shifting away from lifelines like
JobKeeper and JobSeeker, which were designed to help people
survive the initial coronavirus economic crisis.
“We don’t just want to get through,” he said.
“We need businesses to have the confidence to grow and to
employ more people.”
Labor argues the proposed gas-led recovery is too
unambitious and too slow, saying it will do nothing for the one
million Australians already unemployed, or the 400,000 more
expected to join dole queues by Christmas.
And the prime minister has been warned withdrawing
support from the unemployed as planned could have dire
impacts.
The coalition plans to cut pandemic-boosted welfare
payments in less than two weeks, before removing top-up
payments entirely after Christmas.
Deloitte analysis commissioned by the Australian Council of
Social Service found this would harm the nation’s economic
recovery – due to a sudden drop in consumer spending –
cutting jobs and economic growth. ■

The fires are threatening to become another front in Trump’s
reelection bid, which is already facing hurdles because of the
coronavirus pandemic, joblessness and social unrest.
His Democratic challenger, Joe Biden, said the destruction
and mounting death toll across California, Oregon and
Washington require stronger presidential leadership.
Trump traveled to Northern California to be briefed by
Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom and other state and federal
officials. At one point, state Natural Resources Agency
Secretary Wade Crowfoot told the president: “If we ... think it’s
all about vegetation management, we’re not going to succeed
together protecting Californians.”
Trump responded, “It will start getting cooler, just you watch.”
Trump visited McClellan Park, a former US Air Force Base
about 10 miles outside Sacramento that is used by firefighters
as a staging area for large aircraft used in combating blazes.
Most of the largest firefighting aircraft have not been utilized in
recent days due to heavy smoke limiting visibility.
Trump said the National Guard pilots and crew members
“embarked on a harrowing mission” Sept. 5, battling raging
wind and blazing flames to rescue families who were trapped
by the massive Creek Fire at the Mammoth Pool campground.
The president said the group had to fly back “into the blazing
fire” three times for 10 hours to rescue a total of 242 people
that evening. The soldiers have continued rescuing people
from the growing wildfires over the past few days.
“Our nation is strong because of remarkable individuals
like these service members,” Trump said during a speech at
Sacramento’s McClellan Airport. “In the midst of the greatest
trials and biggest challenges, America prevails because of the
brave and selfless patriots who risk everything so that they may
save lives.” ■
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Group of Eight chair Margaret Gardner. – AAP
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Concerns about safety
of highway

University chiefs
reject reforms

Serious safety concerns have been highlighted in the
design of two highway viaducts being built north of
Auckland.

Australia’s top universities are shaking their heads at the
federal government’s proposed reforms, saying they will
lead to lower-quality education.

Documents show at one stage, a leading engineering
firm warned of a critical risk of “multiple fatalities” among
construction workers, but it later dropped this concern.
However, the Transport Agency said the project on State
Highway One at Pūhoi and Ōkahu had been fully checked out,
the design was strong enough and there were no unaddressed
safety concerns.
The 15-to-20m-high, four-lane, 300m-long viaducts north of
Auckland use a slender deck panel design across wide spans
that is unusual in this country.
The documents released under the Official Information
Act show that calculations and computer modelling by two
experienced engineers laid out “serious concerns” the concrete
panels might fail in either of two ways: buckling quickly during
construction, or cracking gradually as traffic runs over them.
They show that later, the panels passed load testing though they deflected (bent) more than expected - and the
firm the two engineers worked for dropped its concern about
immediate fatal failure.
However, there is very little in the OIA record about the
second major concern, of long-term cracking reducing the
durability of viaducts meant to last 100 years. ■

Group of Eight chair Margaret Gardner says the changes need
significant amendments.
“We would have preferred a longer and more consultative
process on what we believe can and should be significant
reform to higher education,” she told a Senate inquiry.
“However, we believe that amendments to this bill significant amendments - can make a workable bill, and a
workable bill should and can be produced.”
The government says the changes will make an extra
100,000 university places available.
But Professor Gardner argues the plan results in less
funding per student so will hurt the quality of education.
The proposal more than doubles the cost of some
humanities courses in a bid to encourage people to enrol in
courses the government argues lead to higher employability.
Science and maths would be among the degrees made
cheaper, along with psychology, agriculture, environmental
sciences and health.
“There is no reason that students should pay such widely
divergent proportions of cost of their degree,” Gardner said.
“We need to ensure this package is improved through
amendment and is internally coherent, and delivers for the
overall objectives for a sustainable, quality and equitable higher
education system.”
Science & Technology Australia says the current bill cuts
funding for STEM places, having the opposite impact of the
government’s intention.
“We urge the Senate to ask the government to avert the
proposed cuts in the legislation to STEM as a condition of
Senate support to pass the bill.”
Universities have not been given the modelling the federal
government is using to justify its changes. ■
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Johan Vlemmix drove three hours to get to The Hague, as he has done every budget day
for more than 20 years. – AP

National leader Judith Collins. - RNZ / Samuel Rillstone
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Dutch budget to reflect
impact of coronavirus

National unveils
dental policy

The Dutch government is unveiling its annual budget
plans, providing an indication of how one of Western
Europe’s most prosperous nations foresees the ongoing
economic impact of the coronavirus pandemic.

National is promising to spend an extra $30 million on
improving dental services for children, including a free
toothbrush, toothpaste and information pack each year.
Party leader Judith Collins, health spokesperson Shane Reti
and National’s Whanganui MP Harete Hipango announced the
MySmile Tamariki Niho Ora policy in Whanganui today.
The policy would include:
z All children provided with an annual dental health pack
containing information material, a toothbrush and toothpaste
for daily tooth brushing
z Oral health education programme
z Funding a free fluoride varnish
z A supervised brushing programme
National said the $30 million will increase funding for
childhood dental services by 30 per cent, up from $100 million,
and is expected to net five times the benefit compared to the
cost.
The party said it would involve increased resources for
paediatric and school dental services and an education drive.
“There are currently 120,000 Kiwi kids on dental waiting lists,”
Collins said.
“We will provide the resources to ensure children most at
need can get the access to quality dental care they deserve.
“Dental health to me is a really important thing for children
and actually adults too. And we often meet people who have
had poor dental health … it holds them back forever if they
can’t stop that continuing.
“I’ve also thought … one of the really hard things for people
who are dealing with having lost some of their teeth or all of
their teeth is dealing with stigma around that but also around
confidence levels.
\“It holds them back from being part of the economy, being
in jobs, holds them back from taking opportunities that other
people have and this is a really sensible way of dealing with –
excuse the pun – the root of the issue.” ■

The budget announcement comes a day after the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development said that the
gross domestic product in the world’s 20 major industrialized
nations dropped by a record 6.9% in the second quarter from
the previous three-month period.
The Dutch statistics office said in August that the national
economy suffered an unprecedented 8.5% contraction in
the second quarter, calling it “an economic catastrophe of
exceptional proportions.”
Measures to rein in the virus outbreak mean that the
pageantry that normally accompanies the traditional state
opening of Parliament has been dialed back significantly
to ensure lawmakers adhere to the government’s social
distancing guidelines.
There will be no horse-drawn carriage ride through the city
by King Willem-Alexander, no joint meeting of the two houses
of the Dutch parliament in the historic Knights Hall. Instead,
lawmakers will make their way to a church near parliament for
the ceremony, where the king delivers a speech outlining the
government’s policy plans for the coming year.
Usually, thousands of people line the streets and gather
outside a palace in the city to catch a glimpse of the royal
family, but this year police and local officials have urged people
to stay away.
Early Tuesday, there was just one man standing outside the
Noordeinde Palace. Resplendent in orange suit, tie and shoes
and a black hat with gold bow and protected by a homemade
“corona bumper” decorated with a model carriage, Johan
Vlemmix said he drove three hours to get to The Hague, as he
has done every budget day for more than 20 years.
“It’s surreal,” he said. “You see the red carpet has been rolled
out, the king has arrived and there’s nobody here. I’ve never
experienced this.” ■
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