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WHEN Numurkah Bo� le-O 
owner Brad Kerry responded to 
a security alarm at the store in the 
early hours of January 5, he did 
not expect to be met with a scene 
of carnage.

“I came in through the back, and 
the front door of the store was 
completely smashed in and the 
back end of a ute was in the store,” 
he said.

Mr Kerry had apparently sur-
prised and interrupted at least 
one o� ender, who � ed through 

the front of the store and made a 
speedy get-away in the ute when 
Mr Kerry arrived.

� ough they were only able to 
get away with a couple of hundred 
dollars worth of alcohol, primarily 
beer, they caused around $12,000 
worth of damage to the store in 
the process.

Mr Kerry said that, following the 
incident, customers had expressed 
anger and frustration about the 
incident. 

“I agree with them - it’s com-

pletely disgusting and I’m pre� y 
upset too,” he said. 

“� e police got some pre� y 
good footage from cameras on the 
street so I’m hoping they can catch 
them and stop them doing this to 
another business.”

O�  cers from Cobram Crimi-
nal Investigation Unit have inter-
viewed a Shepparton man aged in 
his 30s in relation to the incident, 
and their investigations are ongo-
ing.

Lucky local 
wins fi rst 
division

ONE Numurkah person saw in the new year 
in style, a� er scooping a � rst division prize in 
the � nal Ta� slo� o draw of 2018. 

� e lucky individual, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, was one of 17 � rst division win-
ners in the December 29 draw, which had a 
� rst division jackpot of $30 million, and will 
receive just shy of $1.8 million.

� e ticket was purchased at Elmore Newsa-
gency.

� e Leader understands that the winner has 
not received the money, and is still consider-
ing what they will do with it when it arrives. 

Ram raid at Bottle-O 
causes huge damage

Not happy at all ... Bottle-O 
owner Brad Kerry has re-
opened the business with a 
makeshift front door.

Inset: The scene in Melville Street on 
Saturday morning
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Professional service tailored to your needs

Locally owned & operated     24 hours - 7 days a week

Funeral calls and information

5862 3047
Cnr Meiklejohn & Quinn Streets
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Numurkah Leader is 
bound by the Standards 
of Practice of the 
Australian Press 
Council. If you  believe 

the Standards may have been breached, 
you may approach the newspaper 
itself or contact the Council by email 
(info@presscouncil.org.au) or by phone 
([02] 9261 1930). For further information 
see www.presscouncil.org.au.
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RECENT extreme heat has been matched by 
extreme vigilance on the part of local CFA bri-
gades, who are taking no chances and providing 
a strong response to all call-outs.

Six brigades from Numurkah, Kaarimba, 
Katunga, Waaia, Wunghnu, Nathalia and Tally-
garoopna responded to a stubble � re at a proper-
ty on Walshs Bridge Road, Numurkah just a� er    
4pm last � ursday.                                  

 � e � re, which was started by machinery 
working in the paddock, was quickly brought 
under control, burning about three hectares.  

Air support was also turned out, but it, along 

with Wunghnu, Tallygaroopna and Nathalia bri-
gades, was not required.                                        

At around 11.30pm on Friday, Strathmerton 
brigade along with Katunga, Yarroweyah and 
Waaia were called to a bush� re and car � re at 
the corner of Bearii East Rd and Rockli� s Rd, 
Strathmerton. 

� e car had been dumped and set on � re and 
the � re spread into the neighbouring property 
which had a bush block on the corner.

� e leaf li� er under the trees took hours to put 
out, and Strathmerton tankers were called back a 
couple of times on Saturday as the wind fanned 

hot spots.   
 Saturday, a day of total � re ban, proved a 

busy day for Strathmerton � ries, as they, along 
with Yarroweyah, were also called to a report-
ed camp � re on Grassy Beach, Koonoomoo, at 
9.25 pm. 

On Sunday at around 1.20pm Waaia brigade 
supported Nathalia at a fire in the back yard of 
a vacant house in Fraser Street, whilst Monday 
started with an illegal burn-off just before 5am 
on the corner of Healy Rd and Cobram Sth 
Rd, with  Yarroweyah supporting the Cobram 
brigade.

Heat is on for local brigades
On alert ... This stubble fi re’s potential to become something 
much worse garnered a strong response from local brigades.

AROUND a quarter of the Numurkah tyre 
stockpile, an estimated 1,200 tonnes of waste 
tyres, has been removed since work began last 
month.

 Environment Protection Authority Victo-
ria’s (EPA) North East Region Manager Emma 
Knights says the disposal of the tyres is going 
well.

 “� e project has been carefully planned, and 
the tyres removed so far have come from the 
sides of the stockpile where the hazards are most 
critical,” Ms Knights said.

 “Aerial pictures taken by an EPA camera drone 
late last week show piles of waste tyres have been 
removed from the eastern side, closest to homes 
along the Goulburn Valley Highway. � e south-
ern side, which faces several business premises, is 
currently being removed,” she said.

 � e removal began in mid December with up 
to eight trucks a day leaving the site, � ve days a 
week, and the whole project is estimated to take 
approximately 10 weeks.

 “� e work is progressing well and we are on 
schedule, although the completion date will de-
pend on the weather, including any days of Total 
Fire Ban,” Ms Knights said.

In line with advice provided by the CFA, no 
work is carried out at the site on Total Fire Ban 
days. Work also ceases if local CFA brigades are 
called out to � res at other locations.

Ms Knights said that tyre � res are notoriously 
di�  cult to extinguish and produce considerable 
amounts of toxic smoke.  

“With an estimated 5,000 tonnes of waste 
tyres at the site, CFA has already warned of seri-
ous consequences if a summer grass or bush� re 
spreads to the stockpile,” she said.

 Fire� ghting equipment is located on site for 
the duration of the clean-up, and no snakes have 
been observed so far during tyre removal. 

EPA used its powers under the Environment 
Protection Act 1970 to enter the site, with the 
assistance of Moira Shire Council and funding 
from the Victorian Government.

 � e � rst truckload of tyres le�  Numurkah on 
December 11, as part of an operation that was 
carefully planned to include � re safety, security 
and the management of any wildlife and vermin.  

� e waste tyres are going to a licensed facili-
ty in Melbourne for recycling.  Once they have 
been shredded, waste tyres can be put to use in 
the construction, manufacturing and automo-
tive industries, in the form of products such as 

athletics tracks, brake pads, new tyres or road 
surfacing.

 “EPA thanks Moira Shire Council for their 
assistance with this clean-up,and the local com-
munity for their patience while the work is under 
way,” Ms Knights said.

 Updates on the progress of the clean-up will 
be available on the Moira Shire Council website, 
at: h� ps://www.moira.vic.gov.au/Commu-
nity/Works-and-Projects/Projects/Numurk-

ah-Tyre-Stockpile
 � ere is more information on the site and the 

clean-up on the EPA website at h� ps://www.
epa.vic.gov.au/our-work/current-issues/odour-
and-air-quality/numurkah-tyre-stockpile

 Members of the public can report abandoned 
tyre stockpiles and other types of pollution on 
EPA’s 24-hour hotline: 1300 372 842 (1300 EPA 
VIC).

Tyre stockpile already getting smaller

Compare the pair ... Above: an aerial photo of the tyre pile before work began. Below: this 
photo taken late last week clearly shows the pile is steadily getting smaller. 
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Numurkah 
Golf & Bowls 

Club Inc.

phone 
5862 3445

FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH
$15PP LUNCH DESSERT & SHOW FROM 11AM

6TH FEBRUARY MICK BRENNAN
6TH MARCH  GLENN DOYLE

3RD APRIL  JACKIE LEE
BOOKINGS RECOMMENDED

Beat the Heat
Cold beer and sport on 
the Big Screen
Bistro Open lunch & Dinner 
7 days/nights
TAB, keno and club facilities

Friday Nights
SPIN & WIN RAFFLEHAPPY HOURJAG THE JOKER

Morning Melodies

BURGLARS have continued to ply their trade 
across the Numurkah district in the past week, 
however police investigations did bear fruit with 
a successful search of a Burramine property. 

Katamatite police executed a search warrant at 
the property last Tuesday, January 8, and located 
a substantial amount of stolen antiques and an-

tique farming equipment. 
A 30 year-old Burramine man has been 

charged with a range of o� ences and will face 
Cobram Magistrates Court at a later date.  

Police are urging district residents to inspect 
their properties to ascertain if any other antique 
farming equipment has been stolen from the area. 

Some time between January 7 and 13, un-
known o� enders a� ended a property on Stew-
arts Bridge Rd Lower Moira and stole solar 
and electrical equipment valued at $2,000 from 
sheds  on the property.

Last Wednesday morning at around 4am, Nu-
murkah Auto Electrical on Knox St was the tar-

get of the second burglary in just a few weeks. 
Minor damage was done to a door in order to 
gain access, but nothing of value was stolen.  

 Anyone with information is urged to contact 
Detective Senior Constable Paul Campbell at 
Cobram Police Station. 

Burglaries continue 
across the district

MOST Numurkah premises not yet connected 
to the National Broadband Network (NBN) will 
lose access to landline phone, internet and med-
ical alarm services this Friday.

Traditional copper-wire landline services are 
cut-o�  18 months a� er broadband services be-
come available in a location.

� at deadline is up for 1549 Numurkah ad-
dresses this Friday, January 18.

A smaller number of Numurkah addresses 
have a disconnection date of August 2019.

Telstra Regional General Manager Steve Tink-
er said that residents and business owners in the 
a� ected area need to be connected to NBN in 
order to avoid disconnection of their � xed line 
phone service.

 “Traditional copper-based phone, data and in-
ternet services will be switched o�  from 18 Janu-
ary 2018,” Mr Tinker said.

“Customers in this area who are yet to switch 
to the NBN must act now to avoid any poten-
tial disruption to their landline and broadband 
services, so our message is very clear: ‘please get 
your order in today’.” 

 “A majority of our remaining customers yet 
to move across to the NBN only have a landline 
service at present and once copper network ser-
vices are disconnected, their � xed line phone 
will need to be connected to the NBN via a mo-
dem, rather than the traditional socket on the 
wall,” he said.

 “Some customers still believe that voice ser-
vices won’t be a� ected by the switch to the NBN, 
so we are encouraging community members to 
check in on loved ones and elderly neighbours 
to make sure they are fully prepared for the im-
pending disconnection of copper services.”

What gets disconnected?
According to NBN Co, the following services 

will be permanently disconnected for all Aus-
tralians living in � xed-line NBN areas if you 
don’t arrange to move them to the NBN net-
work before the advised date.

• Telstra home/landline phone services
• Home/landline phone services from all other 

phone companies, where the service is provided 
over Telstra’s copper phone lines

• All ADSL, ADSL2 and ADSL2+ internet ser-
vices from all providers

• Telstra BigPond cable internet services
• Optus cable internet and cable phone servic-

es
It’s important to note that if your phone or in-

ternet service is already provided over another 
� bre network or cable Internet that’s not owned 
by Telstra or Optus, such as TransACT, Pivit and 
OptiComm, they will remain una� ected unless 
your provider advises otherwise. NBN Co dubs 
this an Adequately Served Area (ASA).

Similarly, customers who have their Foxtel Pay 

TV service piped across by either satellite or Tel-
stra Cable, will not have their service switched 
o�  as part of the NBN rollout.

As well as phone and internet, it’s important to 
consider other services running o�  the old cop-
per-based network that will be a� ected a� er the 
switch-o�  date. � ese include:
• medical alarms, auto diallers or emergency call 

bu� ons
• security alarms
• EFTPOS or health-claim terminals
• monitored � re alarms
• li�  emergency phones
• fax and teletypewriter devices
Power and the NBN:

One key issue to keep in mind when switching 
to the NBN is its reliance on a constant source 
of electricity. Unlike traditional copper-line 

phones which can operate even during power 
outages, VoIP phones that run on the NBN re-
quire electricity to both make and receive calls. 
� is means that you can’t use an NBN phone 
during a blackout – unless you purchase a bat-
tery backup for your NBN modem.

� is issue also extends to any other device that 
relies on phone communications to operate, in-
cluding medical emergency devices, alarm sys-
tems and business payment systems. In the event 
of a power outage, these devices will be similarly 
inoperable due to the NBN’s need for constant 
external power.
What residents and businesses need to do if 
they’re yet to move to the NBN:

 � e majority of residents will be well aware of 
the upcoming NBN switch-over, with most Tel-
stra customers yet to move receiving as many as 

20 noti� cations including le� ers, personal home 
visits and phone calls from Telstra.

Telstra customers who are yet to make the 
switch to NBN are encouraged to:
1. Consider their � xed phone and broadband 

needs.
2. Immediately place an NBN order by visiting 

their local Telstra store or Telstra Business 
Centre, or by calling 1-800-T-FIBRE (per-
sonal customers) or 1800 659 616 (business 
customers). 

Customers using a medical alarm or alert (or 
their family member, carer or friend) should also 
record their medical alarm on the NBN Medical 
Alarm Register by calling 1800 227 300 or com-
pleting the online form at www.nbnco.com.au/
medicalregister.

Non-NBN customers 
to be cut off  on Friday

Prepare for copper cut-off ... The shaded area of Numurkah will be disconnected from the copper-wire landline system this Friday, 

POLICE
BEAT



By phone
Call us on 5871 9222

NRS
133 677

By email
info@moira.vic.gov.au

In person: Cobram
44 Station St Cobram

In person: Yarrawonga
100 Belmore Street Yarrawonga

By mail
PO Box 578, Cobram VIC 3643

To report service issues and emergencies after hours call (03) 5871 9222

www.moira.vic.gov.au

As a new year incentive, we are offering ‘no fee’ animal 
registrations up until 24 February.

This means anyone wishing to register a NEW animal (those that 
have not been registered before with Moira Shire Council) can do 
so at no fee but will have to pay the renewal from 10 April.

For more information go to our website.

FREE NEW PET REGISTRATIONS

HAVE YOUR SAY ON AQUATIC FACILITIES STRATEGY REVIEW
We are seeking feedback on the draft Aquatic Facilities Strategic 
Review that will see local communities directly engaged in 
determining the future for their local pools and aquatic facilities 
across the next nine years.

Go to our website or visit our service centres to make a 
submission.

All feedback must be received by 5pm Friday 29 March 2019.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
Our Facebook page provides updates and information about 
Council and the many services and activities we provide across 
the Moira Shire. Join us today.

We are seeking your feedback on our Public Lighting Policy.

The draft Public Lighting Policy guides the installation and 
replacement of lighting in public spaces including parks, footpaths 
and local roads.

Go to our website or pop into our service centres to leave your 
feedback.

All feedback must be received by 5pm Friday 25 January 2019.

HAVE YOUR SAY ON PUBLIC LIGHTING POLICY

It is the intention of Moira Shire Council to resolve at the ordinary 
meeting of Council on 27 February 2019 to reappoint Mark 
Henderson as Chief Executive Officer of the Council in accordance 
with section 94(4)(b) of the Local Government Act 1989, 
commencing on 19 May 2019. 

The passing of this resolution will result in the reappointment of 
the Chief Executive Officer without the position being advertised. 

REAPPOINTMENT OF MOIRA SHIRE COUNCIL CEO

Come along and celebrate Australia Day events and activities 
across the shire.
Barmah – 8am; Jack Edwards Reserve; free barbecue; award 
presentations and entertainment.
Numurkah – 8am; Newman Square; free barbecue, award 
presentations and entertainment.
Cobram – 10.30am; Civic Centre; free barbecue provided by 
Rotary Club of Cobram, award presentations, guest speaker and 
entertainment by Cobram Pipe Band.
Tungamah/St James – 8am; Lions Park; free barbecue; award 
presentations.
Katamatite – 8am; Police Paddock; free barbecue, award 
presentations and activities.
Yarrawonga – 7.15am; Kennedy Park; free barbecue provided by 
Rotary Club of Yarrawonga Mulwala, award presentations and 
entertainment.
Nathalia – 6pm; Recreation Reserve; free barbecue, award 
presentations, guest speaker, entertainment and activities.

CELEBRATING AUSTRALIA DAY – 26 JANUARY
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A NUMBER of Numurkah businesses were 
the victims of break-ins, or attempted break-ins, 
across the Christmas and new year period, with 
some being targeted more than once.

The Numurkah Leader was one of four local 
businesses targeted overnight on Wednesday 
December 19 and Thursday December 20, with 
an offender attempting to gain access through a 
rear door.

Though the offender was unable to gain access, 
extensive damage was done in the attempt.

Meat on Melville was also targeted that night, 
with an undisclosed quantity of cash being taken 
after access was gained to the business. 

Another business that was targeted on the 19th, 
and has been hit again since, is Numurkah Auto 
Electrical on Knox St.

Whilst a number of tools were stolen in the first 
incident, thieves left empty-handed when they 
broke into the business in the early hours of last 
Wednesday.

Ultimate Auto Repairs on Meiklejohn St be-
came a casualty of the pre-Christmas crime-wave 
overnight on December 20, and it was also tar-
geted again on December 28.

Although some old batteries were the only 
things taken in the second incident, the business’ 
losses on the 20th were much more serious.

On that occasion, in addition to a small amount 
of cash, and tools valued at around $6,000, be-
ing taken, a customer’s car that had been left for 
repairs was set alight and completely destroyed.

Ultimate Auto Repairs’ owner Danielle Wool-
ley expressed anger over the incident, and called 
for the community to take action.

“It’s wrong for this to happen to anybody, but 
for them to target small businesses, a lot of which 
are just making ends meet, is just so unfair,” she 
said.

“The police can only do so much. The commu-
nity needs to join together and stop this from 
happening,” she said.

“Businesses can only take so much, the com-
munity can only take so much.”

Cobram Criminal Investigation Unit’s investi-
gations into the incidents are ongoing, and any-
body with information is urged to contact Detec-
tive Senior Constable Paul Campbell at Cobram 
Police Station. 

Businesses at the pointy 
end of Christmas break-ins

Aftermath ... Senior Constable Travis Park of Wangaratta Crime Scene Services examines 
the attempted point of entry at the Leader for evidence. 

MOIRA Shire’s annual Australia Day awards 
will be presented this week, with Numurkah dis-
trict locals making up much of the nominee list.

The awards recognise and celebrate ordinary 
people and community groups making an ex-
traordinary contribution to our local communi-
ty. 

The awards recognise locals making an out-
standing contribution in five categories:

• Citizen of the Year
• Young Citizen of the Year
• Community Event of the Year
• Community Organisation of the Year and
• Environment Project of the Year.
Locals vying for the honour of citizen of the 

year include Numurkah’s Glenice Holmes 
and Louise Bourchier, Andrew Franklin from 
Nathalia, and June Wood and Robert Peachey 
from Katamatite.

 Outstanding local events making  the nominees 
list this year include the Numurkah Foodbowl 

Festival and Richo’s Runners from Numurkah. 
TJ’s IGA Nathalia Show & Shine & Swap Meet 
made the list for Nathalia, as did the Nathalia & 
District Lions Club New Year’s Eve Carnival.

Katamatite’s Big Day Out in a Small Town and 
Barmah Forest Cattlemen’s Association rounded 
out the locals on the events list, proving that little 
towns can do great things. 

Meanwhile, great local organisations earning a 
nomination included the Katamatite Communi-
ty Action Group, and Nathalia District Welfare.

Young achievers making the nominee list for 
young citizen of the year are Numurkah’s Jesse 
Trower and Barmah’s Woody Guthrie. 

The awards will be presented at an official, in-
vitation-only, ceremony this Thursday at the Co-
bram Civic Centre at 6pm, with winners appear-
ing in next week’s Leader.

Good luck, and congratulations to all the nom-
inees. 

Locals in run for 
Australia Day awards 
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www.gmv-qldfruitfl y.com.au

For more information on QFF control, 
collect an information pack from your 

Council’s Customer Service Centre.
Funded by the Victorian Government’s 

Managing Fruit Fly Regional Grants Program

QUEENSLAND 

FRUIT FLY 

COMMUNITY 

UPDATE

Be part of the 
solution
One female 
Queensland Fruit Fly 
(QFF) can lay up to 
2,000 eggs in her lifetime (2 months 
in warm weather). From these eggs 
it is possible for her to produce 
around 800 mature fruit fl y. This is 
why QFF populations can explode 
during summer and autumn. If you 
cannot manage the fruit trees on your 
residential property, take advantage 
of the free tree removal offer and 
eliminate potential breeding grounds. 
Pick up an information pack from your 
local council customer service area for 
an application form.

Queensland Fruit Fly trapping
Over 330 male-targeting QFF traps 
have been deployed in the Goulburn 
Murray Valley since 25 May 2017 and 
are examined by trained offi cers 
every week. The trapping program 
allows for the identifi cation of QFF 
population build up and comparison 
on subsequent years.

Queensland Fruit Fly monitoring
During December 2018 the usual 
increase in fruit fl y numbers occurred. 
As a community we must take action 
in January and be part of the solution 
rather than the problem.

The post-peak lull in fruit fl y trap 
capture rates in November 2018 
continued for a longer period than it did 
last year. This is seen as a positive trend 
and may be due, largely, to community 
activities such as baiting, trapping, 
netting and QFF host plant removals.

December 2018 trap captures were a 
little lower than those of December 
2017. This downturn occurred most 
signifi cantly in urban areas of the region 
and is very good news for the GMV Fruit 
Fly Program.

Simple steps to prevent the 
spread of Queensland Fruit Fly
• Remove ripe fruit and unwanted 

plants/trees
• Use netting or bagging 
• Place baits out
• Use both male and female targeting 

traps
• Spay with pesticides approved for 

home garden use

Essential action
1.  Place out and if you already have 

them out recharge (with new lures) 
fruit fl y traps. Use both male-
targeting and female-targeting traps. 
Your local Fruit Fly Coordinator, staff 
from produce stores and Agriculture 
Victoria can provide advice on what 
traps to use and where you can 
obtain them.

2.  Check any fruit that is ripening now 
for fruit fl y infestation. If you fi nd 
infestations, remove and destroy fruit 
immediately.

3.  If QFF have infested fruit and/or 
QFF numbers in your traps build 
up to around 5 QFF per fortnight 
you should undertake active QFF 
management such as netting, 
baiting and tree removal.

For assistance managing QFF, contact 
(03)5871 9222 or email 
gmvfruitfl y@moira.vic.gov.au

NUMURKAH District Health Service’s aged 
care facilities, Pioneers Memorial Lodge and 
Karinya Nursing Home have received their 
certificates of accreditation from the Common-
wealth’s Australian Aged Care Quality Agency 
(AACQA). 

Surveyors from the agency assessed the entire 
clinical and support services systems for both 
Karinya and the Lodge which successfully met 
all of the 44 expected outcomes. 

Assessment of the facilities takes place every 
three years, which alone shows the quality of 
NDHS’ aged care services.

Regularity of assessment of aged care facilities 
is decided by AACQA according to the facilities’ 
recognised standards, so the fact that NDHS’ 
facilities are formally audited three-yearly rather 
than annually or bi-annually speaks to the quali-
ty of its services. 

Unannounced annual inspections are also car-
ried out at the facilities.

When conducting assessments AACQA asses-
sors review documented procedures, observe 
the practices at the home, and look at resident 
records and other documents held by the home, 
such as staff rosters, incident reports, care plans 
and complaints registers. 

They also talk with care recipients to get their 
feedback about their satisfaction with the care 
and services being provided. 

Evidence of how a home is performing against 
the accreditation standards is based on a number 
of sources and corroborated, with the focus be-
ing on outcomes for care recipients.

NDHS CEO Jacque Phillips said that resident 
feedback was a key component of the high per-
formance of Pioneers Lodge and Karinya in the 
accreditation process.

“Residents rated performance as overwhelm-
ingly positive with excellent scores across key 
areas including respect, feeling safe, and health 
care needs being met,” Ms Phillips said.

Ms Phillips congratulated staff who she said are 
committed to providing excellent care to resi-
dents, and thanked the service’s valued residents, 
families, carers, volunteers and local community 
members who have provided continued support 
and feedback.

“We are delighted that our efforts to ensure 
high quality services and safety standards have 
been recognised with the official accreditation 
of our residential aged care services once again.  

“The high level of accreditation is a result of ex-
tensive planning, preparation and implementa-
tion of a comprehensive quality and continuous 
improvement system at Karinya and the Lodge,” 
she said.

Couldn’t be happier ... Pioneers Lodge residents Faye McRae and Val Gundrill (seated) with staff members Rachel Muirson, Jenny 
Bickerdale, Anita Way, Deb Hitchcock, Catherine Church and Julie Jenkins, show off the service’s official accreditation certificate.

NDHS nails aged care accreditation

VICTORIA’S rainfall was around 25% below 
average in 2018, the lowest since 2006, a new re-
port has shown. 

The Australian annual climate statement, re-
leased last week by the Bureau of Meteorology,  
provides a comprehensive summary of Aus-
tralia’s climate during 2018. Information about 
changes and long-term trends in Australia’s cli-
mate can be found in State of the Climate 2018.

The report reveals that all months were drier 
than average, except December which was above 
average, and the year was much drier than 2017 
for the state as a whole.

Additionally, both mean maximum and mini-
mum temperatures were above average overall.

Gippsland, Mallee and Northern districts had 
below average rainfall in most months; conse-
quently, most areas in these districts had annual 
rainfall totals in the driest 10% on record.

Statewide, it was the driest April since 1997.
Large areas of Victoria had April rainfall that 

was well below average, while in parts of East 
Gippsland it was the lowest on record.

September also stood out, with rainfall nearly 
65% below average, making it the second driest 
September on record. Followed by October rain-

fall 51% below average, the result was the state’s 
ninth driest spring on record.

December was a notable exception, with the 
middle of the month seeing several very wet 
days due to a slow-moving low pressure trough 
which brought moisture from the tropics; it sub-
sequently deepened into a low pressure system 
over central parts of the state. 

The highest daily rainfall total for the year, 
134mm, was recorded at Bloomfield Park on  
December 13; in contrast, Mildura Airport re-
corded only 135mm for the whole year.

 Birchip and Charlton had their highest daily 
rainfall on record on December 14.

Statewide, 2018 was Victoria’s third-warmest 
year on record overall, with the state’s mean tem-
perature 1.14 °C above average. 

The state’s mean maximum temperatures was 
1.44°C warmer than average and highest on re-
cord, whilst the mean minimum temperature was 
0.83°C warmer than average, the sixth-warmest 
on record.

Nights were warmer than average in most of 
Victoria, and very much above average in the 
large areas in the south and east of the state, as 
well as in the smaller area in the north west.

January was Victoria’s overall fourth-warmest 
January on record, and the warmest since 2006, 
contributing to the state having its warmest sum-
mer since 2000-2001.

The highest daytime temperature in Victoria 
in 2018, 46.4°C, was recorded at Walpeup Re-
search on January 19.

Minimum temperatures were also very warm 
in January last year, when Victoria had its warm-
est night during the year - a minimum tempera-
ture of 31.4 °C was recorded at Mildura Airport 
on the 29th.

In contrast, clear skies and cold, dry air over 
Victoria towards the end of August resulted in 
cooler than average night-time temperatures 
across large areas of the state

The coldest daytime and night-time tempera-
tures recorded in Victoria during the year were 
−5.4°C and −9.8°C at Mount Hotham on August 
27 and 29, respectively.

Mount Nowa Nowa and Falls Creek had their 
record lowest temperatures on August 28 and 29.

September nights in Victoria were cooler than 
in any September since 1994, while in Decem-
ber, mean night-time temperatures were the 
highest December temperatures on record.

Bureau confirms Vic drier than average in 2018
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IMPROVING HEALTH SERVICES
Nathalia Cobram Numurkah   www.ncnhealthservices.org.au

The Nathalia, Cobram and Numurkah health services are 
continuing to work closely through a proposal to join 
together to improve access to care for local communities. 
We invite community input for the next steps. 

Initial staff and community consultation on the proposal took 
place from November 2017 to end-March 2018. Feedback was 
positive. A ‘due diligence’ analysis of financial, clinical, HR and 
governance matters, has also been undertaken. 

The next stage of consultation is taking place from 16 January 
to 13 February 2019. We are encouraging further community 
participation and input on the proposal to join services to confirm 
priorities and shape the future of health care in the region. We 
want to know what is important to staff and the community to 
inform how the new entity will operate. 

The three organisations are currently operating as separate 
entities and the boards of management are governing each 
health service independently. The proposal aims to combine the 
management and governance of the three organisations under 
one entity, pending Ministerial approval. 

The existing facilities will remain in place, in their current 
locations. Current services will be maintained and enhanced to 
improve access and deliver the best possible health care locally.  
There will be no reduction in services, staffing or funding in 
relation to the collaboration initiative. 

Information is ongoing through meetings, newsletters, media and 
the NCN website (www.ncnhealthservices.org.au). 

HOW TO HAVE YOUR SAY

Visit the website www.ncnhealthservices.org.au and fill in a 
Form or Survey (from 16 January)

Phone:
• Nathalia District Hospital – 5866 9444
• Cobram District Health – 5871 0777
• Numurkah District Health Service – 5862 0555

Email: ncnhealthservices@humehealth.org.au
Write to: NCN Proposal PO Box 252 Cobram 3644 VIC

PROPOSAL TO JOIN SERVICES 
Attend a community consultation session:

Session Date / Time Location

1 Nathalia 
Community

Tuesday 5  February 
3.00pm-5.00pm

Nathalia District 
Hospital, 36-44 
McDonell Street, 
Nathalia.

2 Cobram 
Community

Tuesday 5 February 
6.30pm-8.30pm

Cobram Uniting 
Church Hall, 4/10 
Hay Avenue, 
Cobram.

3 Numurkah 
Community

Wednesday 6 
February 5.00pm- 
7.00pm

Numurkah District 
Health Service, 
2 Katamatite-
Nathalia Road, 
Numurkah.

Refreshments will be provided. Please rsvp by email to: 
ncnhealthservices@humehealth.org.au.

Partnerships between Nathalia, Cobram and Numurkah (NCN) health services have strengthened over the last 12 months, 
with much work undertaken to enhance services. Partnership initiatives already underway include the urgent care project, new 
mental health services, respiratory services, enhanced palliative care services, joined education opportunities, community 
rehabilitation services and integrated planning to prepare for upcoming quality and safety accreditation.

A Memorandum of Understanding and service agreements between Nathalia District Hospital, Cobram District Health and 
Numurkah District Health Service have been developed. 

Since July 2018, a number of appointments have been made to executive roles that work across the three locations: CEO, 
Director Corporate Services, Director People and Culture and Director Medical Services. The Directors of Clinical Services 
remain at Cobram and Numurkah and the Director of Nursing remains at Nathalia. Workforce planning and joined training 
sessions are underway with staff across each organisation. Staff are valued and there will be further opportunities for 
development.

PARTNERSHIP ACTIVITIES TO DATE
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Enjoy a coldie in the cool comfort of the Numurkah 
Hotel with new owner John Schaaf.
COMPETITIVE PRICES  FOR EVENING MEALS
TUE. $10.00 parma
WED. $13.00 seafood basket
THUR. $15.00 for any bistro meals on the menu.
FRI. Kids eat for free.
SAT. $20.00 parmas of the world.

HAPPY HOURS EVERY NIGHT
The beer is cold with a warm welcome from John & the regulars.
Hotel closed Sunday. Bistro closed Sunday & Monday

Ph. 5862 1026 to book a table or call in to 58 Melville Street Numurkah

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

 NUMURKAH HOTEL

WHEN John Schaaf decided it was time to 
realise his dream of owning a pub, he knew he 
needed to get it just right, so he took his time.

A former Apollo Bay local, John knew he could 
never a� ord to purchase a pub in the expensive 
tourist town, so he kept an open mind and start-
ed to look at pubs for sale all over Victoria. 

Given that he wasn’t just looking for a new 
business, but a new home as well, John said he 
looked at places, but took his time and waited for 
a place that felt right.

When he drove into Numurkah he knew he’d 
found it.

“It just felt right,” he said.
“� e town was neat and the people were friend-

ly and it just felt right. I knew this was the place.”
To ensure a smooth transition, John spent 

three months in town getting to know the lo-
cals and regulars before he officially took over 
as publican of the Numurkah Hotel - known 
locally as ‘the middle pub’ - in December, and 
it’s paid off. 

“I’ve received a wonderful welcome here, I re-
ally couldn’t have asked for be� er,” he said.

With 45 years in the food industry, and having 
managed a number of large bakeries, John is no 
stranger to the hospitality business, and the at-
traction of running a pub is obvious for him.

“I have a real love of people, it doesn’t ma� er 
who they are. I really love interacting with the 
customers and sharing a bit of banter, it’s fun and 
I can give as good as I get.”

John is also extremely grateful to have inherit-
ed good sta� .

“� ey’ve made things really easy for me, es-
pecially our chef Denny. � e kitchen is key in a 
business like this and Denny really knows what 
he’s doing. I’m very lucky.”

As much as he gets out of the experience of 
being a local publican, he sees his role as giving 
back as well.

“Pubs are really important in small towns, they 
can’t function properly without the pubs and  
I’m proud to be part of that.”

John plans to put his own stamp on the pub, 
but isn’t going to do anything too radical; he just 
wants to make it more comfortable for people.

“I’m going to brighten it up a bit, give it a coat 
of paint, reupholster the furniture, that type of 
thing. I do have some big plans for the function 
room, but I’m not quite ready to reveal those 
yet.”

One thing John was willing to reveal, is that 

he’d be happy to talk to any local artists, particu-
larly street artists, about changing the face of the 
function room.

John is looking at holding theme nights and 
other events, such as jam sessions, and plans to 
continue o� ering an honest, tasty and value for 
money pub menu. 

He doesn’t plan to mess too much with open-
ing hours either; the pub will continue to be 

closed on Sundays, and won’t have food service 
on Mondays, but meals will still be available 
from 11am to 8pm Tuesday to Saturday. 

As for the front bar, one thing John has abso-
lutely no plans to change is the bar itself, which 
is a � xture dating back decades.

“When I � rst saw it I was blown away. A 
Laminex wood-grain bar! Where do you � nd 
that? It’s beautiful, I love it. I love it here.”

John at home in the middle behind the bar

At home behind the bar ... The Numurkah Hotel’s new publican John Schaaf is happy to have found a new home.

AN announcement by the State Government 
that the 2019 duck hunting season will be short-
er, and bag limits lower, has been met with anger 
by hunting groups. 

� e Game Management Authority (GMA), 
the independent regulator for hunting in Victo-
ria, announced arrangements for the 2019 duck 
hunting season last Friday, including changes to 
the season length and the daily bag limit.

 Citing reduced duck numbers, breeding and 
wetland habitat in Victoria due to prevailing and 
persistent dry conditions across eastern Austral-
ia, the GMA advised the State Government  that 
the 2019 duck hunting season should be modi-
� ed from 12 to nine weeks. 

As a result, the season will commence on Sat-
urday, March 16 and close on Sunday, May 19.

Hunters will also be restricted to four game 
ducks per day on the opening weekend, with a 
� ve game duck per day bag limit for the remain-
der of the nine week season, as opposed to a bag 
limit of 10 last year.

� e hunting of Blue-winged Shoveler will again 

be prohibited throughout the entire season.
In line with changes made last year, hunting 

on the opening weekend of the 2019 season will 
commence at 9am on Saturday and 8am on Sun-
day across the whole of Victoria as part of a two-
year trial of opening the season during daylight 
hours. 

For the rest of the season, hunting times will re-
vert to the standard period of half an hour before 
sunrise to half an hour a� er sunset.

 � e GMA said the se� ings for the 2019 duck 
season are based on analysis of habitat and water-
bird surveys conducted across eastern Australia 
and other data relating to game duck abundance, 
habitat distribution and climate.

Immediately following the announcement, 
Field & Game Australia (FGA) issued a state-
ment expressing disappointment at what they 
called a ‘heavily modi� ed’ season, describing the 
se� ing process as � awed, secretive, relying on 
data not � t for the purpose, and lacking transpar-
ency. 

� e statement read, in part, “� rough the sub-

mission process Field & Game Australia advo-
cated for a full bag of 10 birds per day and a full 
length season and provided ample scienti� c and 
empirical data to support our position. 

“We have seen no compelling data from the 
government for us to modify our position.  Our 
members are reporting widespread concentra-
tions of birds across the state, particularly a� er 
the signi� cant rainfall in early December.”

FGA called for an immediate overhaul of the 
process, and also called for the Andrews Govern-
ment to refund all duck hunting licence holders 
62.5% of their current licence fees in line with 
the announced season modi� cations. 

� e call for refunds on game hunting licences 
was echoed by the Sporting Shooters Associa-
tion of Australia (SSAA) Victorian branch. 

SSAA Victoria Hunting Development Manag-
er, David Laird, said he believes the decision was 
not based on sound science.

“A signi� cant duck population is present in 
Victoria and could sustain a regular season with 
no threat to the sustainability of the bird popula-

tion,” he said.
“O�  cial summer waterbird counts, if conduct-

ed appropriately over the entire state, would sup-
port the private counts that have shown this.

“Instead, the decision appears to be based on 
the Kingsford aerial count (Eastern Aerial Water-
bird Survey), which should not be relied upon 
when determining duck seasons in Victoria.

“It covers only a limited band of area and does 
not consider dispersed populations on rivers, 
streams, dams or even many of the signi� cant 
wetlands in the state.”

� e SSAA Victoria said that, according to gov-
ernment research, hunting contributes hundreds 
of millions of dollars to the state economy each 
year.

FGA’s statement echoed this, saying “All the 
Andrews Government has achieved with this an-
nouncement is to further increase the economic 
hardship on regional Victoria by reducing the 
time and incentive for hunters to spend money 
in struggling regional centres.” 

Season changes anger duck hunters
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MOI�  RIDING ELECTION DISPUTE.
A large number of ratepayers a� ended the Kotup-

na school on Saturday night for the purpose of con-
sidering the Supreme Court action levelled against 
Cr. O’Hanlon’s return in August, last. Mr T. Banko, 
one of the conveners, was voted to the chair. A� er ex-
plaining the object, he asked Cr. O’Hanlon, who was 
present, to state all he knew of the ma� er. Cr. O’Han-
lon � rst spoke of the postal ballot papers given to Mr 
Ross and himself to facilitate the election. Both had 
given their word of honor to the returning o�  cer 
that the result of the election should not be disput-
ed by either. � is had been broken. � e recount had 
given him three additional personal votes. In the 
Collins a� air he was innocent as a new-born babe. 
He bad nothing to hide, and the more publicity the 
ma� er received the be� er his position would be. He 
intended on oath to clear Cr. McLean in his o�  ce as 
returning o�  cer. His opponents would go through 
brimstone and � re to drive him from public life. His 
straight - out - from - the shoulder hits they could not 
appreciate. He would always give expression to the 
opinions within him, whether they pleased or other-
wise. It was said he was not tactful. If to remain silent 
was tactful, he would assure them he was not going 
to act the hypocrite, as was characteristic of many 
public men. He would make one concession to his 
opponents. He was prepared to resign in August next 
and face a new contest. Would they accept that? His 
friends had approached him to help in the � ght, but 
he would not allow a personal canvass. (Applause).

New O�  cers.—At the annual meeting of the Nu-
murkah Fire brigade the following o�  cers were ap-
pointed :—Captain, A. McPherson ; lieutenant, A. 
Johnson ; foreman, F. Hawker ; app. o�  cer, A. Judd ; 
secretary, J. Adams.

Out of Season.—A Waaia resident on Friday 
informed us that on the previous Sunday a party of 
three “ sports “ from Numurkah made a raid on the 
ducks in the locality, and “ cleaned up” the creek from 
Walsh’s bridge to Kempster’s bridge. Only that our 
informant was indisposed on the day he would have 
taken means to have the o� enders identi� ed and 
prosecuted, but he promises them a warm welcome 
should they visit the locality on the same errand in 
future. It is a pity that some shooters cannot resist the 
temptation to go out a� er ducks when they “ didn’t 
oughter,” and true sportsmen will have li� le sympa-
thy for them if they are haled before the court.

� e MilIer Homes.—� e secretary of the local 
advisory commi� ee re Miller Homes reports the 
purchase by the trustees of the old police paddock 
for the sum of £225, at the land board sale held in 
Benalla on 7th inst. � e architects for the homes are 
now being instructed in the ma� er.

A Sensational Statement—� e Minister for 
Defence (Senator Pearce) says that his a� ention has 
been directed to a telegram from London, stating 
that it had been discovered that there were 15,000 
more British prisoners in Germany than the British 
records showed.  

ST� THMERTON.
Farmers who were unfortunate enough to need 

Government assistance last year in the shape of seed 
fodder � nd themselves unable to meet the debt, and 
are trying to invoke the aid of the “powers that be” by 
asking them to wait for another season for payment. 
In view of the fact that so much public money is ; 
wasted in entertaining “dead, heads and on needless 
trips overseas, I think the amounts ought to be made 
a free gi�  to these hardy strugglers. For many years 
past most of the se� lers have had a very bad time, 
which can in a great measure be traced to bad legis-
lation. Our State member has inter viewed the Min-
ister, who has promised lo send an o�  cer to inquire 
into the ma� er. It is probable that the o�  cer will 
come this month, and Mr Cope, J.P., will be advised 
of the date. � e crops generally have been very poor, 
many not meeting expenses.

This week in 1919 ... 
To celebrate the State Library of Victoria’s 

digitising of the war years editions of the Numurkah 
Leader, each week we will include the news of the 
week, 100 years ago.

To view these editions online go to trove.nla.gov.
au/ndp/del/title/591.

THERE are few things be� er than a fresh egg 
from a backyard chook, which is why the pop-
ularity of the handy fowls continues to grow 
across Australia. 

However, keeping any animal comes with re-
sponsibilities and risks, and the CSIRO has re-
cently issued a warning to Australian backyard 
chicken enthusiasts about the need to maintain  
basic biosecurity standards in order to protect 
animal and human health.

Numurkah’s Sandy Trimble, who has been 
keeping chickens in her backyard for around a 
year, said that safely keeping the birds in town is 
a ma� er of common sense, and the rewards far 
outweigh the work.

Mrs Trimble, who keeps six Isa Brown chick-
ens who provide � ve or six eggs a day,  said that 
by keeping a clean, secure enclosure with a good 
nesting box, and ensuring the birds have access 
to clean water and shade, safely keeping the birds 
is easy.

“You need to make sure that you keep the area 
clean and secure, and keep an eye out for any 
changes and wash your hands a� er you have 
been with them,” she said.

Australian Eggs’ Managing Director, Rowan 
McMonnies, said that people need to realise that 
once you’re a suburban ‘egg farmer’ there are im-
portant biosecurity risks to protect against.

“Strains of avian in� uenza can occur naturally 
in populations of wild birds and if a wild duck 
comes into contact with a domestic hen, the vi-
rus can be transferred,” Mr McMonnies said.

“Diseases spread quickly and widely, and po-
tential transfer from backyard to commercial 
� ocks can put food security for the broader com-
munity at risk.”

Australian Eggs has issued the following list of 
10 things backyard poultry owners should prac-
tise to reduce biosecurity risks:

• Always wash hands a� er handling chickens 
or eggs.

• Keep chickens away from ponds and rivers, as 
water birds are known carriers of avian in� uenza.

• Ensure that wild birds cannot access the 
chickens’ feed or water. Diseases can be easily 
transmi� ed to poultry by contamination of feed 
or water.

• Keep other animals, like domestic geese or 

turkeys, and even cats and dogs, well away as 
they can bring disease to chickens.

• Use safe water sources such as town water, 
good quality bore water or sanitised surface wa-
ter for chickens to drink.

• Provide a secure, rodent-proof enclosure for 
poultry as rats and mice are known carriers of 
disease.

• Any kitchen scraps fed to chickens must be 
meat and animal free. When spoiled, these may 
carry dangerous bacteria.

• Check hens regularly for anything unusual 
such as coughing, diarrhoea or swollen eyes.

• If a chicken is showing signs of sickness, iso-
late the sick animal from others and seek veteri-
nary advice in a timely manner.

• Call Animal Health Australia’s 24-hour emer-
gency animal disease watch hotline on 1800 675 
888 if there are unusual symptoms or signs of 
serious disease.

Mrs Trimble said that, aside from occasional 
sparrows and doves in her chickens’ enclosure, 
they don’t come into contact with wildlife and 
have no contact with water sources.

“� ere’s not much danger of that where we are, 
but if we were in a di� erent area we would need 
to be much more vigilant.”

Still, she says, it would be worth it.
“� ey are lovely animals, and easy to care for,” 

she said.
“And there’s nothing nicer than fresh eggs.”

Safety fi rst for ultimate free range experience

Feathered friends ... Sandy Trimble enjoys the company, and the eggs, of her backyard 
chickens. 

ARTISTS and cra� ers looking to enter one 
of regional Victoria’s major art exhibitions, the  
annual Rotary Club of Numurkah Art & Cra�  
Exhibition, have just over a month to make sure 
their entries are submi� ed.

� e exhibition will be staged in the Numurkah 
Town Hall during the long weekend, March  8 
-11, 2019.

With generous sponsors supplying $10,000 in 
prize money, the exhibition is more than just a 
chance to display your talent and work to the 
public.

In the art section, the ‘best in show’, as selected 
by the judge, will receive a non-acquisitive award 
worth $1,500. 

� e runner-up will receive a non-acquisitive 
award worth $500, and awards worth $200 each 
will go to best watercolour, best oil, best pastel, 
best pencil. 

� e winner of the ‘regional artist’ and the 
Moira Arts & Culture Inc. Encouragement 
Award will also receive $200. 

Acquisitive awards will be selected by the 
sponsor, with them guaranteeing to purchase 

paintings to the values of  $2,000, $1,000, several 
at $500,  two at $400 and one at $350. � e spon-
sor may contribute further for a more expensive 
work. 

Paintings gaining awards from the judge are 
available for the sponsors to select, and therefore 
may achieve both the judges and the sponsors 
award.

New awards have been added in the cra�  sec-
tion this year, which should arouse much inter-
est. 

Following the success of the ‘tea cosy award’ 
and ‘scarf award’ in previous years, this year 
there will be a $50 award for ‘toys’ in any medi-
um. It is anticipated this award will open the ex-
hibition to many new entrants for the � rst time, 
young and old, experienced or non-experienced 
in exhibiting. 

Entries close on February 25, and forms have 
been sent to last year’s entrants, and are available 
at Numurkah Library and Numurkah Visitor In-
formation Centre.

Further details entry forms and photo gallery 
are available at www.numurkahrotary.org.

Time to prepare your art and craft entries

Letter to the Editor

The Darling River 
catastrophe

MY le� er today is devoted solely to the 
Darling River.

Firstly I have a question for Niall Blair, 
the NSW Government and the Federal 
Government.

“If the millions of � sh now dying in the 
Darling River are dying due to drought, then 
how come the very mature � sh we have all 
seen died? Remember they have survived the 
millennium drought.”

Obviously it would be answered by more 
spin, but the shocking facts tell the horrible 
story of our poor old Darling River. It has 
been manipulated, wrung out and hung to dry 
by very egotistical, narrow minded politicians 
and bureaucrats.

� e spin coming out of the MDBA is mind 
boggling, somebody must be working on it 
full time.

Niall Blair tried to sneak in and out of 
Menindee last Wednesday, but a group of 150 
people who were noti� ed at 9.30 the previous 
night were waiting for him. Unfortunately he 
kept going, an outstanding e� ort by the locals.

I keep saying how biased and deeply � awed 

the Basin plan is and I will keep saying it. I am 
very deeply disturbed about the Darling River 
and have this horrible thought that will not go 
away, and that is they could do it to the Murray 
River too, if we let them.

We as Australians simply must take control 
of this disgraceful and disgusting situation to 
protect our very valuable water assets for our 
future generations. We must keep protesting 
and not let our Basin become something akin 
to a sewer, because that has happened to the 
Darling River.

We must keep � ghting.
Peter Gilmour
Cobram

Major regional competition ... 
Last year’s exhibition attracted 
entries and visitors from across 
Australia.
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8AM TO 5PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY
59 - 61 MEIKLEJOHN STREET NUMURKAH     PHONE RYAN 0448 834 096

QUALIFIED MOTORCYCLE  & SMALL ENGINE MECHANICS
RYAN COSSENS & JASON BELL WORK  IN  A CLEAN 
PROFESSIONAL WORKSHOP.

SECURE SITE, EASY DRIVEWAY ACCESS FROM THE REAR 
LANEWAY OR MEIKLEJOHN STREET.
CAN SERVICE & REPAIR ALL MOTORCYCLES AND POWER 
EQUIPMENT.

GOULBURN Valley libraries will no longer 
charge � nes for overdue books, DVDs or any 
other borrowed item returned a� er its due date. 

In addition to the abolition of future late fees, 
which took e� ect on December 21, all existing 
unpaid library � nes were forgiven as of Christ-
mas day.

� e libraries’ range of eBooks, eAudiobooks or 
eMagazines, which can be borrowed online for 
free, have never been subject to � nes. 

Goulburn Valley Libraries CEO Kevin Preece 
said that, whilst GV Libraries still wants people 
to return their books or DVDs on time to ensure 
that as many items as possible are available to 
its patrons, they don’t want to stop people from 
using the library, or make them feel like villains 
because they have missed their due return date.

“Overdue � nes are a real problem to some peo-
ple who cannot a� ord to pay, and they discour-
age them from participating at the library,” Mr 

Preece said.
“So, if you return that item that’s been si� ing at 

home and you have been too scared to return it, 
no � nes will apply, even if its been years.”

Items not returned are considered lost and pa-
trons will still be expected to pay for the replace-
ment.

If you have genuinely lost a book but want to 
start borrowing again, you are encouraged to 
speak to library sta�  who will work with you to 

� nd a solution.
� ough � nes are no longer being applied, � -

nancial donations to GV Libraries are always 
welcome. 

“It’s tax deductible and every dollar invested in 
your library returns over $4 of value to the com-
munity,” Mr Preece said.

“Libraries change lives every day, and we are 
very happy to be giving this present to our com-
munity.”

Overdue library fees abolished

A SHARED passion 
for something doesn’t 
necessarily mean a 
shared philosophy, but 
the men behind Numur-
kah’s newest motorcycle 
repair business are lucky 
enough to have found 
like-minded work mates 
in each other.

Ryan Cossens and Ja-
son Bell both grew up 
riding motorbikes, and 
loving every minute of 
it, and are both thrilled 
to have been able to turn 
that love into a career. 

“We tend to bounce 
o�  each other and learn 
from each other so it 
works really well,” Ryan 
said.

� e motorbike loving 
pair, who are fully quali-
� ed motorbike mechan-
ics and have undertaken 
further specialty train-
ing, have now taken the 
next step, with the open-
ing of Tweaked Perfor-
mance on Meiklejohn 
St, Numurkah. 

Whilst Tweaked Per-
formance specialises 
in performance motor-
cycle engine rebuilds, 
something which Ryan 
and Jason know all 
about thanks to their 
racing backgrounds, 
they repair, service and 
modify all types of mo-
torcycles.

“We � x all makes and 
models of ATVs, road 
bikes, farm bikes, cruis-
ers, side by sides and all 
types of power equip-
ment, as well the high 
performance bikes,” Ja-
son said.

As well as stocking 

a wide range of spare 
parts, accessories and 
equipment, Tweaked 
Performance is also a 
supplier of ETS and 
Power Plus racing fuels.

In recent weeks the 
boys have been living 
the dream, pu� ing to-
gether a secure, clean 
and fully equipped 
workshop, and are now 
enjoying every moment 
of the business of mo-
torcycle repair.

� e boys’ experience, 
which is quickly cement-
ing their reputation as 
the go-to place for those 
who are serious about 
their bikes, proves the 
old adage that if you get 
a job doing what you 
love, you’ll never work a 
day in your life.

“We both eat, sleep 
and breath motorbikes 
so it’s a real pleasure for 
us,” Jason said.

Ryan agrees.
“We’re in business but 

we’re really doing it for 
love, not money. We’re 
doing it to do it right.”

Still, business is busi-
ness, and the business 
that is Tweaked Perfor-
mance aims to provide 
customer satisfaction 
through quality work at 
fair prices.

“We’re bike lovers and 
we want other bike lov-
ers to know that we’ll 
work on their bikes like 
our own, and we’ll do it 
at a fair price,” Ryan said.

“Our reputation is 
worth more to us than 
anything else, and we 
won’t be doing anything 
to risk it,” Jason added.

New home for dedicated
motorbike lovers
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NUMUR� H’S Johnny Reid is feel-
ing all shook up a� er making a star turn 
in the street parade at the annual Parkes 
Elvis Festival last weekend. 

Johnny, who debuted his Elvis costume 
at last year’s Foodbowl Festival, was one 
of a group of 18 people from the Numur-
kah district who took part in a Cardwells 
Coach Travel � ve-day tour to the event.

Whilst the group had applied to walk 
in the parade, Johnny caught the eye of 
the owners of the hotel where the group 
was staying, and they made a phone call 
to the local rugby club.

Before you could say ‘love me tender’, 
Johnny found himself on the back of a 
truck waving to a crowd of thousands 
and loving every minute of it.

“It was great, waving to people and get-
ting my photo taken,” Johnny said.

Yet Johnny, who rode the wave of eu-
phoria with a gold microphone in hand, 
also felt the responsibility of the role.

“I was the only Elvis on the truck, 
and there were people on both sides of 
the truck so I had to remember to keep 
turning around so I could wave to every-
body.”

Johnny’s other festival highlights in-
cluded singing karaoke, meeting Lisa 
Curry, whose husband Mark Tabone is 
a professional Elvis impersonator, and 
posing for photos with the many people 
who stopped him on the street over the 
weekend. 

It was Johnny’s second visit to the festi-
val, but he guarantees it won’t be his last.

“� ey have a special train from Sydney 
to the festival, and I want to take that 
next year.”

One thing’s for sure, having experi-
enced the adoration of the crowd from 
atop a � oat,  Johnny  doesn’t plan on go-
ing back to being a mere spectator.

“I really want to do it again every year,” 
he said.

Having already wowed the crowd as 
Elvis in one parade this year, Johnny 
hopes to do it again at the 2019 Numur-
kah Foodbowl Festival.

“If I can � nd a couple of showgirls and 
a cool car I’d love to go in the parade this 
year.”

Johnny stands out in a crowd of Elvises

In his element ... Johnny charms a 
couple of showgirls on the streets of 
Parkes.

Highlight ... Johnny was 
thrilled to meet Lisa Curry 
and her husband Mark 
Tabone.

All hail the king ... Johnny Reid 
shows the crowd how The King 
does it in this year’s Parkes Elvis 
Festival street parade. 

WITH summer well and truly under way, Goulburn Valley 
Water (GVW) is urging local residents to consider their water 
consumption.

Permanent Water Saving Rules (PWSR) are in place through-
out the year to encourage water e�  ciency and smart water use 
around the home.

� e key rules are:
• Sprinklers can only be used a� er 6pm or before 10am;
•  Hand held hoses can be used any time if a trigger nozzle is 

a� ached;
•  Brooms or blowers must be used to clean hard surfaces.
Permanent Water Saving Rules were introduced in 2011 across 

Victoria and are part of the Victorian Government’s Target Your 
Water Use program, designed to improve water e�  ciency.

Penalties apply if you’re found to be breaching the PWSRs. 
Many towns across the Goulburn Valley received less than half 

of their average October and November rainfall, and the Bureau 
of Meteorology is predicting a warmer than average summer for 
northern Victoria.

GVW’s water usage data shows consumption last summer 
spiked in January across the region, with a total of 3398 mega-
litres (ML), compared to 2728 ML in December and 2964 ML 
in February.

GVW Operations Manager Steven Nash said, while water stor-
ages are still healthy, it’s everyone’s responsibility to use water 
wisely, especially ahead of a potentially dry summer.

“Following the PWSRs ensures we can help manage water sus-
tainably for the future,” Mr Nash said.

“Watering your garden in the evening or early morning helps 
reduce water lost to evaporation and maximises absorption, and 
using a trigger nozzle on your hose helps control the � ow of wa-
ter if you’re watering your garden with a hand-held hose.”

Watering your garden under PWSRs can also help alleviate 
pressure on household water consumption at peak times during 
the day.

“Set your sprinklers to run later in the evening, so it doesn’t im-
pact on the water pressure when your household’s at its busiest 
with showers, dish washing and other water-related activities,” 
Mr Nash said.

“Following the PWSRs can also help reduce pressure on our 
supply systems and allows our treatment plants to recover to 
meet demand during peak usage.”

Watch your summer 
water usage

THE Australian Tax O�  ce (ATO) is 
warning taxpayers to be on high alert 
to scammers purporting to be from 
the ATO, a� er Australians lost over 
$800,000 to the scams in November.

ATO Assistant Commissioner Kath 
Anderson urged people to be aware of 
scammers pretending to be from the 
ATO. 

“Taxpayers should be wary of any 
phone call, text message, email or le� er 
about a tax refund or debt, especially if 
you weren’t expecting it,” she said.

Over the last month, the ATO has 
seen an increase in scam phone calls, 
especially those using so� ware that re-
sembles a legitimate phone number to 
disguise the caller’s true identity.

“� e ATO does not project our num-
bers using caller ID. You can be con� -
dent that if there is a number displayed 
in your caller ID, it isn’t the ATO,” Ms 
Anderson said.

According to Ms Anderson, the ATO 
received more than 37,000 reports of 
scam a� empts in November alone, with 
one elderly person losing more than 
$236,000 to scammers between June 
and November this year.

Ms Anderson said while the ATO 
regularly contacts taxpayers by phone, 
email and SMS, there are some tell-tale 
signs that it isn’t the ATO. � e ATO will 
not:

• use aggressive or rude behaviour, or 
threaten you with arrest, jail or depor-

tation;
• request payment of a debt via 

iTunes, pre-paid visa cards, cryptocur-
rency or direct credit to a bank account 
with a BSB that isn’t either 092-009 or 
093-003;

• request a fee in order to release a re-
fund owed to you; or

• send you an email or SMS asking 
you to click on a link to provide login, 
personal or � nancial information, or to 
download a � le or open an a� achment.

“If you suspect that you have been 
contacted by a scammer, you should 
contact our call centre. It’s okay to hang 
up and phone us on 1800 008 540 to 
check if the call was legitimate or to re-
port a scam,” Ms Anderson said.

“While phone scams are the most 
common at the moment, scammers are 
constantly changing tactics. Taxpay-
ers should still beware of unsolicited 
emails and SMS, with more than 6,000 
people handing over their personal 
or � nancial information to scammers 
since July this year.

“Taxpayers play an important role in 
stopping scammer activity by report-
ing them to our scam line. Your reports 
help us to get an accurate picture of 
what is happening with the current 
scams, which ultimately helps protect 
the Australian community,” Ms Ander-
son said.

� e ATO’s dedicated scam reporting 
line is 1800 008 540.

ATO warns of 
increase in phone 
scams
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FOLLOWING the death of a koala that ar-
rived unexpectedly in a Strathmerton back yard 
last week, local wildlife carers are o� ering advice 
on how to appropriately care for heat a� ected 
animals.

� e Strathmerton family who found the koala, 
provided it with water and cared for it on their 
property for several days before it was taken into 
the care of Dutch � under Wildlife Rescue at 
Koonoomoo.

Unfortunately, the animal the animal had al-
ready su� ered kidney damage, and passed away 
despite the best e� orts of animal carers and the 
family who found it.

Due to restrictions on the publication of pho-
tos of animals that have entered the care of wild-
life rescuers, the Leader is unable to publish pho-
tos of the animal. 

Kylee Donkers from Dutch � under Wildlife 
Rescue said that the service is currently caring 
for a large number of native animals su� ering the 
a� ects of extreme heat.

“Contrary to what a lot of people believe, na-
tive animals are not really equipped to deal with 
the kind of extreme heat we’ve been experienc-
ing recently,” Ms Donkers said.

Ms Donkers said that if people � nd heat-a� ect-
ed wildlife, the � rst step is to contact a wildlife 
rescue service for help as soon as possible.

“Even with how busy we are at the moment, we 
have been able to get volunteers out to animals 
within around half an hour, so people should call 
us, or another wildlife rescue service, as soon as 
they � nd an animal that seems to be in distress.”

As for ascertaining whether an animal is in dis-
tress, from the a� ects of heat or another cause, 
Ms Donkers said that one of the key give-aways 
is it allowing you to approach it.

“Wild animals will usually � ee when a human 
gets too close, so if you can approach a wild an-
imal that is a sign that something is wrong,” she 
said.

Other signs of distress are seeing an animal out 

of its normal element, such as seeing a nocturnal 
animal like an owl, possum or glider during the 
day.

Whilst tree-dwelling animals such as koalas 
may be sometimes be seen on the ground, if they 
are seen lying on the ground, rather than si� ing 
or walking, then that is a sure sign of distress.

Once an animal rescue service has been con-
tacted, there is generally no harm in giving an 
animal water - as long as you do it properly.

“You should never give a koala water from a 
bo� le,” Ms Donkers said.

“We are currently caring for three koalas who 
have pneumonia as a result of inhaling water into 
their lungs, which is what happens when they try 
and drink from a bo� le.”

If you do happen to � nd a distressed koala 
and you only have bo� led water with you, you 
should splash water onto a tree or bark and they 
will lap it up from there. Even digging a small 
hole in the ground and pouring water into it for 
the koala to lap from is a safer option that o� er-
ing it water from a bo� le.

Due to drought conditions, access to water 
sources such as dams has signi� cantly reduced, 
and many animals which would normally drink 
from the river are being deterred by a large hu-
man presence, so it is quite possible that they 
may be seen near human dwellings seeking hy-
dration.

Ms Donkers encourages residents in rural ar-
eas to provide water outside in shallow vessels, 
preferably with a brick, stick or other object in 
it so smaller animals are able to climb out if they 
happen to fall in.

It’s not just native animals that need an eye 
kept on them, with domestic animals also at risk 
from extreme heat.

Pets should be kept inside if possible, and 
shade and water should be provided if they must 
be le�  outside. 

To access your nearest wildlife rescue service, 
you can use DELWP’s Help for Injured Wildlife 

tool. � e new online tool provides information 
about wildlife rehabilitators, rescue organisa-
tions and veterinarians in local areas who can 
care for the type of animal in need of help, such 
as a kangaroo or koala.

� e tool is smartphone compatible and in-

cludes advice for � rst responders according to 
the type of animal and the injury it appears to 
have sustained. 

For more information on the Help for Injured 
Wildlife tool and Wildlife Rehabilitator Grants 
visit wildlife.vic.gov.au. 

Look out for heat aff ected animals

Thirsty times ... Rural res-
idents are encouraged to 
leave water in shallow con-
tainers outside for native 
animals.

Letters to the Editor

Cut your stroke 
risk in 2019

LET’S be honest, how much time did you 
waste on clickbait lists in 2018?

You know the ones, like “seven ways to look 
10 years younger”.

In the interests of short a� ention spans 
everywhere, the below list will be the most 
important one you will read this year. I 
guarantee you won’t get to number three and 
give up because it’s rubbish.

But be warned, what I am about to say will 
shock you.

A recent study has found one in four people 
will have a stroke in their lifetime.

Yes, one in four people will have their lives 
turned upside down by a disease that a� acks 
the brain – the vital organ responsible for our 
thoughts, movements and feelings.

Stroke does not discriminate. It can strike 
anyone, at any age and any time. It impacts 
everyday people - mums, dads, brothers, 
friends, colleagues or even you.

� ere will be more than 56,000 strokes in 
Australia this year.

But there is hope - and it is called prevention. 
Around 80 % of strokes can be prevented, and 
we can all take simple steps to reduce our risk.

1. Get your blood pressure checked regularly. 
Blood pressure is the key risk factor for stroke, 
but it can be managed. � e number of strokes 
would be practically cut in half (48%) if high 
blood pressure alone was eliminated.

2. Manage your cholesterol – High 

cholesterol contributes to blood vessel 
disease, which can lead to stroke.

3. Eat a healthy balanced diet – avoid sugary 
drinks and cut the salt.

4. Exercise regularly – Inactivity causes 
weight gain and contributes to high blood 
pressure and high cholesterol.

5. Quit smoking - Smokers have twice the 
risk of having a stroke than non-smokers.

6. Only drink alcohol in moderation - 
Drinking large amounts of alcohol increases 
your stroke risk through increased blood 
pressure, type 2 diabetes, obesity and irregular 
heart beat (atrial � brillation).

Remember this list and take your � rst steps 
towards reducing your stroke risk in 2019. It 
could save your life.

Associate Professor Seana Gall
Stroke Foundation Clinical Council member 88 Melville Street

Phone 5862 1034

Call in today. 
It’s fast and easy and 
you can have printed 
photos in minutes!

Photos printed 
from your Phone 
with Transpix
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NUMURKAH WUNGHNU 
CEMETERY TRUST 
The Numurkah Wunghnu Cemetery Trust is 
seeking expressions of interest from suitably 
qualifi ed members of the community who would be 
interested in becoming honorary trust members. 
Women and those from a diverse background are 
actively encouraged to seek appointment to ensure 
that the trust’s membership accurately refl ects the 
composition of the community it serves.
Cemetery trust members are appointed by the 
Governor in Council for a term of up to fi ve years 
and are responsible to the Minister for Health for 
the proper and effi  cient management of the public 
cemeteries under the control of the trust, including 
the provision of future cemeteries services and the 
preservation of local history. 
Being appointed to a cemetery trust provides 
successful applicants with a unique opportunity to 
develop their competencies as a board member. In 
addition, the Department of Health and Human 
Services provides free governance training to all 
trust members.
Current and previous cemetery trust members may 
apply for reappointment as part of a competitive 
selection process.
More information about the role of cemetery trust 
members is available at: https://www2.health.vic.
gov.au/public-health/cemeteries-and-crematoria/
cemetery-trust-appointments/class-b-cemetery-
trust-appointments
To register your interest please contact 
the Numurkah Wunghnu Cemetery Trust 
by writing to: The Secretary, Numurkah 
Wunghnu Cemetery Trust, PO Box 336, 
Numurkah VIC 3636 or emailing: 
nwct@outlook.com.au or telephoning the 
Secretary on 0439 984 406 within two weeks 
of the date of this advertisement.
The Victorian Government is committed to ensuring 
that government boards and committees refl ect 
the composition of the Victorian community. This 
includes appropriate representation of women, 
regional Victorians, Aboriginal people, young 
Victorians, Victoria’s culturally diverse community, 
the LGBTI community and Victorians with a 
disability. VG6285

NOTICE OF 
INTENTION TO 
APPLY FOR A 
LICENCE TO 
C O N S T R U C T 
WORKS (BORE) 
/ TAKE AND USE 
LICENCE FOR 
A LICENSABLE 
PURPOSE
GMW Reference 
BGW0563-18 
We, C, CJ & JF 
Dietrich Pty Ltd of 
425 Vales Road, 
PICOLA VIC 
3639 Refer to Vic 
Roads Map 22 D9 
(ed. 8) intend to 
make application to 
Goulburn-Murray 
Water for a Licence 
to Construct Works 
(Bore), and if 
successful:
This is our notice 
for an application 
of a new Licence 
to Take and Use 
Groundwater and
We intend to 
apply to transfer 
500ML of licensed 
entitlement from an 
existing licensee/s 
on a temporary or 
permanent basis.
The application is 
for one bore to be 
constructed to a 
proposed depth of 
500 metres.
The water will be 
used for the purpose 
of Irrigation.
To be constructed 
and used on lands 
described as: Volume 
10264 Folio 942 
Crown Allotment 
30 Parish Yielima; 
Volume 10264 Folio 
942 Crown Allotment 
28 Parish Yielima.
Any person able 
to  demonstrate 
that their interests 
will be affected by 
the issuing of this 
Licence including 
any intended 
groundwater use, is 
invited to make a 
written submission 
(via post, email or 
fax) setting out the 
nature of the impact 
within 14 days of 
receipt of this written 
notifi cation. Late 
submissions will not 
be considered.
To make a 
submission, please 
read the information 
available to download 
from www.g-mwater.
com.au/customer-
s e r v i c e s / f o r m s /
groundwaterforms 
refer to No. 4 (or 
contact GMW to 
arrange for a copy 
to be posted to 
you). Submissions 
must be lodged in 
writing using the 
template available 
by either mail or 
email to Customer 
Support Coordinator, 
L i c e n s i n g 
Administration, PO 
Box 165, TATURA 
VIC 3616 or email 
l i cens ingadmin@
gmwater.com.au.

COURSE TIME  START DATE
Accredited Courses
Certi fi cate in General Educati on for Adults 10am-3pm Tue 5th Feb
(This course runs every Tue,Wed & Thu during school terms)
CHC30213-Certi fi cate III in Educati on Support 9am-3pm   March 2019
CHC33015-Certi fi cate III in Individual Support 9am-3pm Mon 4th Feb
(Delivered by Yarrawonga Educati on & Training–RTO 21765 at Numurkah)

Compliance and Workplace Requirement Courses
Responsible Service of Alcohol (Vic) 5.30pm-9.30pm Tue 5th Feb or
(Delivered by AMD Training Soluti ons)   2nd Apr
First Aid - Delivered by Yarrawonga Educati on & Training–RTO 21765
HLTAID001 – Provide cardiopulmonary resuscitati on 9am-1pm Sat 23rd Feb
HLTAID003 – Provide fi rst aid 9am-5pm Sat 23rd Feb

Informati on Technology
Computer Skills for Employment (7 sessions) 9.30am-12.30pm Wed 6th Feb
Introducti on to MyGov Website   (2 sessions) 1pm-3.30pm Wed 6th Mar
iPads, Tablets and Smartphones (2 sessions)  1pm-3.00pm Wed 20th Feb
Computers for Seniors (2 sessions) 1pm-3.30pm Wed 20th Mar

Pre Accredited Courses
Introducti on to Beauty (10 sessions) 6pm-9pm Wed 6th Feb
Introducti on to Horti culture (20 sessions) 9am-2pm Tue 5th Feb
Food Glorious Food (3 sessions) 10am-1pm Fri 15th Feb

Children’s Acti viti es
Yoga for Primary School Children (10 sessions) 4pm – 4.45pm Fri 1st Feb
(Cost: $5 per session)

Special Interest Acti viti es
Parents Social Meet and Greet Group (Every Tuesday) 9am-11am Tue 29th Jan
Boomerang Bag Making (4th Wed of the Month) 10am-4pm Wed 23rd Jan
Sip N Sew Social Group – Every second Wednesday 10am-3pm Wed 23rd Jan
Social Art Group – Every Monday  1pm-4pm Mon 21st Jan
Purna Yoga (5 sessions) 6.30pm–7.30pm Tue 29th Jan
Dru Yoga (4 sessions) 7pm–8.30pm Mon 4th Feb
Dru Yoga (5 sessions) 9.30am-11am Fri 1st Feb  
Ashtanga Yoga Sunday Class 8.30am-10am Sun 3rd Mar

                Numurkah Community 
                Learning Centre

January-April Courses/Acti viti es

Bookings and enquiries are welcome and may be made at 
99 Melville Street (Visitor Informati on Centre), Numurkah

Phone 58 622 249 or email nclcj@bigpond.com
Please like us on Facebook or see our website www.nclc.me

Please donate now

NumurkahLEADER
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Nathalia and District Hostel for 
the Aged Assoc. Inc. is seeking 
applications from experienced 

Division 1 
Registered Nurses

for a permanent part time Gr4A position. 
The successful candidate will need to have 
strong clinical skills and a passion for work-
ing with the elderly.
• The role incorporates general nursing care 
duties, supervision and assistance to staff 
and participation with administrative duties.
• Hours: 2 days per week, with fl exibility to 
increase hours according to the facility’s 
needs.
The successful applicant must have:
• Current police check
• AHPRA registration
• Driver’s licence
• Experience in aged care or a passion to 
provide person centered care.
Desirable:
• Previous experience with preparation, man-
agement and lodgment of ACFI assessments
• Strong understanding of compliance and 
quality improvement processes in Aged 
Care.
Applications close: Friday, 8th February, 
2019.
Further details from: Mrs. Lynda Walker, 
Ph: (03) 5866 2574
Written applications to:
Administrator, 8 Federation Street, Nathalia, 
Vic 3638.

Employment 
Opportunities
Cobram District Health is a fully accredited 
modern 12 bed acute hospital with a 30 bed 
aged care facility and established primary care 
services, including community nursing, allied 
health and medical / dental services.

We are currently looking for dynamic and 
enthusiastic persons to join our team in the 
following positions:  

• Physiotherapist – Grade 1or 2, 
dependent upon experience – Up to 
full time hours 

• Endorsed Enrolled Nurses (Grade 2) 
– Maternity leave until December 2019, 
various hours available. 

• Administration Offi cer- People and 
Culture – Full time, based at Cobram, 
working across Cobram, Numurkah and 
Nathalia

• Registered Nurses  Grade 2 – Part time 
and Casual hours (across campus)

• Endorsed Enrolled Nurse – Maternity 
Leave until December 2019 
(Full time / Part time hours available)

For further information and/or a copy of 
position descriptions please visit our website at: 
www.cobramdistricthealth.org.au

Written applications should be forwarded to: 
Fiona Luke
Human Resources Department
PO Box 252, Cobram, Vic. 3644

Email: cobramrecruitment@
cobramdistricthealth.org.au VG
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ENGAGEMENTS

BIRTHS
T R O T T E R 
(McNamara)

CHARLOTTE 
CAROLINE

Born 4th January, 
2019 weighing 8lb 
9oz to delighted 
parents Brady and 
Caz of East Geelong.  
Beautiful little sister 
to Henry.
Congratulations from 
proud grandparents 
Greg and Jenny and 
Mark and Caroline.

BRIGHT — 
HARRISON.
Russell and Moira 
Blake with Jeff and 
Lana Harrison are 
delighted to announce 
the engagement of

JACKIE AND 
ANDREW
25.12.2018

Happiness forever

THANKS
Dudley - June.
Bill and family wish 
to thank everyone  for 
their support, kind 
thoughts, cards and 
wishes on the recent 
passing of June.
Please accept this as 
our thanks to you all.
_________________
Wellington — Colin.
Perhaps you sent a 
lovely card, or spoke 
the kindest words.
Perhaps your caring 
thoughts and prayers 
were with us when 
you were unable to 
be there.
For your efforts to 
console our hearts 
in many thoughtful 
ways,
We offer our deep 
appreciation.

Sandra, Karyn and 
Rob, Matt, Lauren 

and Clayton and 
families. 

FUNERAL
DIRECTORSFUNERAL DIRECTORS

 Professional service 
at affordable prices

Chapel and 
refreshments

 5862 2332
IVAN NEWBY             

PETER KRAKE

 HERITAGE 
PARK 

FUNERALS

 Peter Cox & Sons 
Funeral Directors P/L

Cnr Meiklejohn and Quinn Sts., Numurkah
CARING, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, 

TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Phone 5862 3047
24 hours – 7 days a week

 TUTTLES
— FUNERAL SERVICES —

Phone 1300 858 333
Caring 24 hour service

Inc. Binger & Tuttle, Limbrick & Tuttle, 
Numurkah Funeral Services

DEATHS

BERNHARDT —
Graeme Lindsay.  
Loved son of Charles 
and Lorna (both 
dec.). Loved brother, 
brother-in-law and 
uncle of John (dec.), 
Peter, Gary, Wayne 
and their families.

BERNHARDT —
Graeme Lindsay
16.7.1948–22.12.2018
Late of Nathalia, 
passed away 
unexpectedly.
Cherished husband 
of Kaye. Dearly 
loved Dad of Col 
and Paula. Adored 
father-in-law “GB” 
of Cindy and Ruddy. 
Much treasured Pa 
of Blake, Harry 
and Jordy. Trusted 
guardian of Jed and 
Chloe.
He gave so much,
He helped so many,
A great man to all,
But he was everything 
to us.

Our Rock
Our Hearts Are 

Broken

Graeme’s Funeral 
Service took place 
in Nathalia on 
December 31, 2018, 
followed by interment 
in the Nathalia Lawn 
Cemetery.

Binger & Tuttle 
Funerals

1300 858 333
_________________

BELL — Heather 
Jean.
14.8.1932-19.12.2018
Peacefully at 
Karinya, Numurkah.
Loving wife of 
Robert (Bob) (dec.). 
Loving mother of 
Stanley (dec.), Vicki 
and Susan. Adored 
Nan and Grandnan, 
Great  Nan, Great 
Great Nan, and Great 
Great Great Nan.
God has you in his  
keeping
We have you in our 
hearts.
Reunited with Dad.

Heather’s funeral was 
held at Numurkah on 
Saturday, December 
29, 2018.

Primate cremation
Heritage Park Funerals 

Numurkah - 
Nathalia & District

5862 2332

_________________

BREWER  —
William Maxwell 
‘Max’
2.4.1929 – 4.1.2019

Late of Numurkah 
(formerly of Cobram 
and Berriwillock), 
passed away 
u n e x p e c t e d l y , 
surrounded by 
family, at G.V. Health 
Shepparton. 
Now together again 
with his beloved wife 
Lillian. Our loving 
Dad, “GP” and Great 
“GP”, dearly loved 
by his children and 
partners Lynette and 
Nunzio (Di Battista); 
Owen; Bronwyn 
and Greg (Parsons); 
Jodie Brewer and 
Peter Cowan; his 
8 grandchildren, 8 
great grandchildren 
and their families.
Treasured Memories

Max’s Graveside 
Service took place at 
the Numurkah Lawn 
Cemetery, on Friday, 
January 11, 2019. 

Peter Cox & Sons
5862 3047

_________________

BREWER — Max. 
The Numurkah 
Football Netball 
Club wish to 
a c k n o w l e d g e 
Max’s service as a 
past offi ce bearer 
and would like to 
offer their sincere 
condolences to his 
family.
Always remembered

DEATHS DEATHSDEATHS

FOSTER (nee Mills) 
— Phyllis
17.9.1925-29.12.2018
Late of Numurkah. 
Passed away peace-
fully at Pioneer 
Lodge, Numurkah.
Reunited with her 
husband Jim.
Dearly loved by her 
children and their 
partners; Neil and 
Jane; Gary and Sue; 
Julie and Jim (Hall); 
Nana to Adam, Peter, 
Courtney, Cameron, 
Sarah, John and their 
partners; Great-Nana 
to Connor, Alison, 
Billy and Belle.

Always Loved

Phyllis’ Memorial 
Service took place 
in Numurkah on 
Thursday, January 3, 
2019, preceded by a 
Private Burial.

Peter Cox & Sons
5862 3047

CURTIS (née 
Gallagher) —
Glenda Elizabeth
2.7.1960 - 31.12.2018
Daughter of Shirley 
and Peter (both dec.).
Sister of Ann.
Much loved wife to 
Shane, and Mother 
to Julian (dec.) and 
Christopher.
Memories are ours to 
keep. 
No more struggling 
and pain.

Glenda’s funeral took 
place 7.1.2019 at St. 
Therese’s Catholic 
Church, Kennington 
Bendigo

Get in the Pearly 
Gates before asking 
all those questions 
my friend.

Love Leanne and 
Kevin

_________________

DEATHS

LUCAS (Hutchins) 
— Betty
Much loved sister 
and sister-in-law of 
Pat and Nancy (both 
dec.).
Dearly loved Aunty 
Bet of Greg and Glen, 
John and Heather, 
Glenda and Rob, 
Lynne and Garry and 
their families.
Precious memories 
of a special lady.

_________________

LUCAS (Hutchins) 
— Betty
Loving sister of Len 
(dec.) and sister-in-
law of Beryl (dec.).
Much loved aunt of 
Marg and Ernie, Neil 
and Bev and their 
families.
Beautiful memories 
of our special Aunty 

Bett.
_________________

DEATH NOTICES 
CONTINUED 
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LUCAS (Hutchins) 
— Betty Constance.
3.7.1923 - 7.1.2019

Late of Nathalia. 
Passed away peace-
fully at Banawah, 
Nathalia.
Loved wife of Vernon 
(dec.).
Daughter of Ned and 
Nell Hutchins (both 
dec.). Dearly loved 
sister of Jack (dec.), 
Henry “Ted” ( dec.), 
Alma (dec.), Len 
(dec.), Pat (dec.), 
Nellie (dec.), Alan 
(dec.), Ivy, Neville, 
Don (dec.), Lindsay, 
Brian and Doug and 
their partners. Much 
loved special Aunt 
to all her nieces, 
nephews, their 
partners and families.

Will Always Be In 
Our Hearts

Betty’s Funeral 
Service took place 
in Nathalia on 
Tuesday January 
15, 2019 followed 
by interment in 
the Nathalia Lawn 
Cemetery.

BINGER AND 
TUTTLE 

FUNERALS
1300 858 333

_________________

FUNERAL
NOTICES

WEST (Triffett) — 
A Service to celebrate 
the life of Mrs. Clare 
West will be held 
at the Numurkah 
Town Hall, Knox 
St., Numurkah on 
FRIDAY January 18, 
2019 commencing at 
2.30 pm after which 
the cortege will leave 
for the Numurkah 
Lawn Cemetery.

R.S.L. and Ex-
Service Personnel are 
respectfully invited 
to attend.

Peter Cox & Sons
Numurkah & Dist.

03 5862 3047
Member of the Australian

Funeral Directors Association

VAN LUENEN — A 
Service to Celebrate 
the life of Mr. Chris 
Van Luenen will be 
held at the Uniting 
Church Hall, cnr. 
of Bromley and 
Church St., Nathalia 
T O M O R R O W 
M O R N I N G , 
Thursday, January 17, 
2019 commencing at 
10.00 am after which 
the cortege will leave 
for the Nathalia Lawn 
Cemetery.

Please wear a 
splash of colour

No fl owers by 
request, donations in 
lieu appreciated to 
the Royal Childrens 
Hospital. Envelopes 
available at the 
Service.

Peter Cox & Sons
Numurkah & Dist.

03 5862 3047
Member of the Australian

Funeral Directors Association
_________________
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   COUNTRY AUTO SERVICE
Nathalia & Numurkah

Car Accident Towing & Heavy Haulage Underlift

 24 HRS
5862 3332

Barry & Sue Lewis

Big or Small, We Tow ’Em All
 Large 9m Tilt Tray

Tractors, Machinery

Site Huts & Forklifts

 Roadside Breakdown

Assistance

“A Grade” Mechanic
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Pasta
Gluten Free Pasta Extra $2

Pastas  Entree $12   Main  $15

Choose from Spaghetti, Fettuccine, Penne, 

Beef Ravioli, Cheese & Spinach Ravioli

Chicken Avocado - chicken, avocado, garlic, 

spring onions, parmesan cheese cooked in a 

cream sauce

Bolognese - minced beef cooked in a traditional 

sauce with onion & herbs

Pollo - Chicken, prawns, mushrooms, garlic, 

spring onion, parmesan, cooked in a cream sauce

Carbonara - mushroom, bacon, spring onion, 

parmesan cheese, garlic, cooked in a cream sauce

Alla Martriciana - salami, bacon, capsicum, 

onion, garlic, cooked in a napoli sauce

Vegetarian - mushrooms, capsicum, onion, 

olives, basil, garlic, cooked in a napoli sauce

Marinara - prawns, calamari, mussels, garlic, 

cooked in a napoli sauce

Lasagna - pasta sheets, ham, mozzarella & 

parmesan cheese with a bolognese sauce

 Starters
Garlic Foccacia - crushed garlic, cheese: 

Sml $9, Lge $12

Margherita - sauce, cheese, oregano: 

Sml $9, Lge $12

Herb Bread - herbs, olive oil, salt on a 

cooked pizza base: Sml $7, Lge $10

Garlic bread - $3.50

Salad $7
Mixed lettuce, cucumber, olives, tomato, balsamic 

vinegar dressing

Box of chips $5

Chicken Parmas
All served with chips & coleslaw

BBQ Parma - $18

Topped with BBQ sauce, ham, bacon & mozza-

rella cheese
Traditional Parma - $16

Topped with Napoli sauce & mozzarella cheese

Hawaiian parma - $18

Topped with Napoli sauce, ham, pineapple & 

mozzarella cheese

BBQ Pork Ribs - supplied by Meat on Melville

Regular - 12 ribs incl BBQ sauce $16

Large - 24 ribs incl BBQ sauce $26

TRADITIONAL PIZZAS

SMALL $10  LARGE  $13.90

1. SUPREME

sauce, cheese, shredded meat, 

mushrooms, capsicum, pineapple, 

bacon, onion, prawns, olives

2. NUMURKAH SPECIAL

sauce, cheese, shredded meat, 

salami, mushrooms, pineapple, 

bacon, onion, capsicum

3. AUSSIE

sauce, cheese, shredded meat, 

bacon, egg
4. HAWAIIAN

sauce, cheese, shredded meat, 

pineapple
5. Capricciosa

sauce, cheese, shredded meat, 

mushrooms, olives, anchovies

6. Mexicana

sauce, cheese, hot salami, onion, 

capsicum, olives

7. Vegetarian

sauce, cheese, mushrooms, 

capsicum, onion, olives

8. Americana

sauce, cheese, shredded meat, 

salami, onion

9. BBQ Chicken

sauce, cheese, pineapple, chicken, 

BBQ sauce

10. BBQ Meat Lovers

sauce, cheese, shredded meat, 

salami, bacon, chicken, BBQ sauce

11. Pepperoni

sauce, cheese, hot salami

12. Chef Special

sauce, cheese, shredded meat, 

bacon, mushrooms, prawns

13. Marinara

sauce, cheese, prawns, calamari, 

mussels, garlic

14. Laino Special

sauce, cheese, shredded meat, sa-

lami, mushrooms, capsicum, olives, 

anchovies

Gourmet Pizzas
Large only $15.90

15. Meat on Melville

BBQ sauce, cheese, smoked ham, 

smoked bacon, smoked kabana

16. Veggie Delight

sauce, cheese, pumpkin spinach, 

onion, capsicum,mushrooms, 

bocconcini cheese, herbs, garlic

17. Lamb
sauce, cheese, lamb, sliced tomato, 

garlic sauce

18. Fresh Tomato

sauce, cheese, sliced tomato, onion, 

bocconcini cheese, herbs

19. Kebab

sauce, cheese, kebab meat, onion, 

garlic sauce

20. Gluten Free Pizza $16.90

your choice of toppings

Extras on Pizzas $1

Half & Half $1

Gourmet toppings $1.50

  Phone: 5862 2803 

Closed Mondays

OPEN 6 DAYS 4.30pm - Late

FRIDAY LUNCH 11am - 2pm

126 Melville St Numurkah

TUESDAY-THURSDAY SPECIAL

Pick Up Only

2 x large traditional pizzas

1 garlic bread & 1 bottle drink

$26.90
Chicken wings  & Nutella Pizza 

now available
Menu prices subject to change without notice.  All prices incl GST 2018

Numurkah
& District

Local
Phone book

2-14 Melville St 
Numurkah

03 5862 1017

info@dysonsiga.com.au

Keep up to date with new lines, specials and activities

  Supporting the community for 30 years

BEER/WINE 
GLASS HIRE 

FREE WITH ALL 
PARTY LIQUOR 

PURCHASED 
FROM US.

88 Melville Street  |  Ph 5862 1034
printads@leader.net.au

Please let us know so 
that we can remove 
your listing from this 
year’s edition of the 
Local Phone Book

Please let us know so 

Leaving 
the area?

WEST (Triffett) — Clare
19.8.1920 - 10.1.2019

Late of Numurkah, passed away peacefully 
at Orana Aged Care, Deniliquin.

Now reunited with her beloved husband 
Reg.

Loving Mum, Grandma and Nanna Clare to 
her children and their spouses; Julie and 
Wes (Follett); Gary and Judith; Robyn and 
Rolf (Bruyn); her grandchildren Raelene, 
Belinda and Haydn; Lisa, Stuart and Craig; 
Clinton, Kara-Lynn (dec.), Shannyn and their 
partners; her great grandchildren Alyssa, 
Kari and Lana; Emily, Olivia and Jessica; 
Macy, Indi and Remi; Paige, Connor and 
Luke; Jack, Halle and Charlie.

Forever In Our Hearts

VAN LUENEN — 
Chris
The Nathalia & 
District Lions Club 
was very sorry to 
hear of the sudden 
death of one of our 
much loved and 
valued members 
of over 30 years. 
The club members 
wish to extend their 
deepest thoughts and 
sympathies to Adie 
and family.

TREW — Thomas George
“George” “Trewy”

27.4.1934 – 3.1.2019
Formerly of Invergordon

Passed away peacefully at Numurkah 
Hospital, surrounded by loving family.
Devoted and dearly loved husband and soul 
mate of Nola for over 61 years.

George, 
When I think about the happiness
That you and I shared
And all the things you’ve said and done,
To show how much you cared.
Although we seldom mentioned it,
We both knew it was true.
We had the kind of happiness
Life gave to very few.
A home that we both cherished,
A family we held dear,
And love for one another,
That grew deeper every year.

Love always Nola.

Loved and loving Dad and ‘in-law’ of Greg 
and Julie; Peter and Jodie; Vicki and Glen 
(Jorgensen); David and Simone; Pop and 
Pa of Melissa, Bethany, Callan, Josh, Mitch, 
Danielle, Ashleigh, Bianca, and Mikayala; and 
Great Pa Trew of Brayton and Ari.

Dad, 
We will miss so much a gentleman who lies 
peaceful now and still,
You showed us how to fi ght in life
You showed you had a will.
You showed us courage and compassion
We won’t forget your face 
You did so much for all of us
You are impossible to replace.
You truly were the family key
It’s hard to see another.
You were the force behind us all
Above all you were our Dad, Pop and Pa.

George’s Memorial Service took place in 
Numurkah on Friday, 11th January, 2019.

Peter Cox & Sons
5862 3047

VAN LUENEN — Chris
3.7.1962 ~ 8.1.2019

Late of Nathalia. 
Passed away suddenly at home.

Our loving husband, Dad and Poppy. Dearly 
loved by his wife Adie, his children and their 
partners, Shell and Pete (Coghlan); Katryna 
and Shane; Matt and Lisa and Poppy to Pia, 
Ryan and Samuel.

Our rock, our mentor and our hero.
A future without you seems impossible.
You’ll always be with us in our thoughts.

“We’ll Be Good”

Your pleasures were simple,
your needs were few,
If you were happy, I was too.
You gave me love in the fullest measure.
Care devotion and memories to treasure.
We shared our hopes and dreams and tears.
Thank you, Chris, for those precious, but too 
few years.
A beautiful life has come to an end.

All my love forever, Adie xx

Reliable, strong, loving and wise.
All we ever needed in a dad, poppy and fa-
ther-in-law.
Loved forever and then some, 

Shell, Pete, Pia and Ryan

Your guidance through the tough times,
Your big laugh in the fun times,
But your big heart is what we’ll miss the 
most.
Love you forever, 

Katryna and Shane

A good work mate, the best friend and the 
greatest father.
You will be greatly missed.

Love Matt, Lisa and Samuel

ROSIE (Thomson) 
— Sandra Cameron 
“Sandy”
Late of Numurkah, 
formerly of Wonga 
Park.
Passed away suddenly 
but peacefully on 
December 22, 2018 
at Northern Health.
Our loving wife, 
Mum and Nana, 
dearly loved by her 
husband Don, her 
children Cameron 
and his partner 
Rachel; Calum and 
her grandchildren 
Blair and Chelsea.
When someone you 
love
Becomes a memory
The memory 
becomes a treasure.
Sandy’s Funeral 
Service took place 
in Numurkah on 
Saturday, December 
29, 2018 followed by 
a Private Cremation

Peter Cox & Sons
5862 3047
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Numurkah
LEADER

Need to give 
your business a

BOOST?

Don’t miss out on this fantastic 
opportunity to put your business in 
front of local customers ~chances 
are your opposition won’t miss out!

CALL US NOW 
Advertising deadline April 30

NumurkahLEADER
88 Melville Street
Phone 5862 1034

or email printads@leader.net.au

We are now 
working on the

2019 LOCAL 
PHONE BOOK
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Cricket

Summer SPORT scoreboard
CRICKET SHEPPARTON
Two day game - Day one

A GRADE
EUROA v NUMURKAH

1ST INNINGS - NUMURKAH
D Grandell b AI Crosbie .............................18
W Arnel c T Panuccio b C Dyer.....................1
SE Downie lbw b C Dyer............................85
L Gledhill c T Panuccio b B Miliken ..............0
K Jackson c KJ Robertson b B Miliken .........4
M Eckard b T Panuccio ..............................14
D Ebborn c & b L Paul .................................2
T Arnel c A Smithers b L Paul .....................79
T Braybon st A Smithers b L Paul ...............55
M Grandell b L Paul.....................................0
B Roberts not out ........................................0
Extras (nb 0, w 2, b 4, lb 2) .........................8
Total ........................................................244
Overs 80.0
FOW: 16 (W Arnel) 20 (D Grandell) 23 (L 
Gledhill) 35 (K Jackson) 67 (M Eckard) 70 (D 
Ebborn) 158 (SE Downie) 233 (T Arnel) 244 (T 
Braybon) 244 (M Grandell)
Bowling: C Dyer 12.0 3 2 42; AI Crosbie 9.0 1 
1 34; B Miliken 11.0 6 2 6; J Smith 12.0 2 0 
39; T Panuccio 5.0 0 1 21; L Paul 19.0 5 4 57; 
S Hemeter 12.0 2 0 39.

KARRAMOMUS v WAAIA
Toss won by Karramomus, batted fi rst

1ST INNINGS - KARRAMOMUS

M McGrath c & b J Cleeland .....................41
M Mandaradoni c SC Carey b C Brown .......4
T Dunning c SC Carey b J Trower ...............12
T Belford c C Brown b S Boswell ...............36
N Jones b J Trower ......................................5
S Turner c BG Carey b J Cleeland ...............53
L Forge c G Meyland b S Boswell ..............28
T Guppy c S Trower b S Boswell ..................6
A Wood b J Cleeland ...................................2
J Keating c AJ Ciavarella b S Boswell ........24
J Kerr not out ..............................................2
Extras (nb 2, w 0, b 4, lb 3) .........................9
Total ........................................................222
Overs 68.3
FOW: 32 (M Mandaradoni) 60 (M McGrath) 
62 (T Dunning) 78 (N Jones) 111 (T Belford) 
174 (L Forge) 184 (S Turner) 196 (T Guppy) 
196 (A Wood) 222 (J Keating)
Bowling: MJ Cleeland 8.0 2 0 31; J Trower 
12.0 3 2 39; C Brown 7.0 1 1 27; J Cleeland 
23.0 6 3 68; S Boswell 17.3 2 4 43; BG Carey 
1.0 0 0 7.

1ST INNINGS - WAAIA BOMBERS
J Cleeland not out .....................................31
AJ Ciavarella b J Kerr ...................................2
S Trower c L Forge b J Kerr...........................0
MJ Cleeland not out ....................................2
Extras (nb 0, w 0, b 0, lb 0) .........................0
Total .......................................................2/35
Overs 9.0
FOW: 13 (AJ Ciavarella) 33 (S Trower)
Bowling: J Kerr 5.0 0 2 22; A Wood 2.0 0 0 8; 
S Turner 2.0 1 0 5.

B GRADE
NUMURKAH v EUROA

Toss won by Euroa, batted fi rst
1ST INNINGS - EUROA

F Paul c & b M Martin .................................1
J Ellis c & b J O’Dwyer .................................3
J Lerch-Mackinnon c & b J O’Dwyer ............3
P Allen b J O’Dwyer .....................................0
L Hill c & b RL Lacuin ................................27
N Dowell c & b RL Lacuin ..........................19
A Wright c & b A Cline ................................8
D Grant b RL Lacuin ....................................0
Z Williams b RL Lacuin ................................0
D Moloney not out ......................................3
R Downie b RL Lacuin .................................9
Extras (nb 0, w 0, b 2, lb 0) .........................2
Total ..........................................................75
Overs 31.2
Bowling: M Martin 6.0 2 1 11; J O’Dwyer 7.0 2 
3 17; H Lambert 3.0 0 0 16; RL Lacuin 7.2 3 5 
8; A Cline 5.0 3 1 14; D Cox 2.0 1 0 7.

1ST INNINGS - NUMURKAH
J Smith run out ..........................................15
M Price b A Wright ....................................27
J O’Dwyer c L Hill b A Wright.......................0
J Lau c & b D Grant ...................................21
D Cox not out ............................................20
A Cline not out ..........................................43
Extras (nb 1, w 1, b 2, lb 7) .......................11
Total ............................................4/136 (dec)
Overs 35.0
FOW: 46 (J Smith) 49 (J O’Dwyer) 62 (M Price) 
76 (J Lau)

Bowling: R Downie 7.0 3 0 23; Z Williams 3.0 
0 0 9; N Dowell 5.0 1 0 11; F Paul 4.0 0 0 11; 
D Moloney 3.0 1 0 11; P Allen 5.0 0 0 28; J 
Lerch-Mackinnon 2.0 2 0 0; A Wright 3.0 0 2 
18; D Grant 3.0 0 1 16.

2ND INNINGS - EUROA
F Paul not out ..............................................8
J Ellis not out ............................................15
Extras (nb 0, w 0, b 0, lb )  ............................
Total .......................................................0/23
Overs 8.0

WAAIA BOMBERS v KARRAMOMUS
Toss won by Karramomus, batted fi rst

1ST INNINGS - KARRAMOMUS
T Murray c M Bryant b D Glover .................3
B Jones c M Stuart b D Glover ...................12
Z Groombridge c M Bryant b D Booth .........4
A Shields c M Bryant b M Stuart ...............19
JM Dhosi c M Bryant b D Booth ..................6
S Green c M Bryant b R Trimby ..................34
L Sibley c E McDonald b R Trimby ..............20
P Trevaskis c M Bryant b A Lindsay ............85
SJ Singh lbw b M Stuart ..............................0
L Keady c M Bryant b C Walpole .................3
C Wilkins not out.........................................4
Extras (nb 1, w 3, b 13, lb 3) .....................20
Total ........................................................210
Overs 61.5
FOW: 9 (T Murray) 20 (Z Groombridge) 20 
(B Jones) 28 (JM Dhosi) 30 (L Sibley) 67 (A 
Shields) 97 (S Green) 110 (SJ Singh) 162 (L 
Keady) 210 (P Trevaskis)

1ST INNINGS - WAAIA BOMBERS
Extras (nb 4, w 0, b 3, lb 0) .........................7
Total .......................................................2/55
Overs 15.0
Bowling: L Keady 4.0 2 1 13; C Wilkins 1.0 0 
0 7; S Green 4.0 0 0 14; L Sibley 3.0 0 1 14; SJ 
Singh 2.0 2 0 0; B Jones 1.0 0 0 4.

FRIDAY PENNANT
Division one
Finley 14/91 d Nathalia 2/61; Finley RSC 2/58 
lt Barooga Sports 14/78; Numurkah 2/58 lt 
Tocumwal Golf 14/91; Numurkah Golf 2/62 lt 
Cobram 14/84.
Ladder - Cobram 130 +241; Numurkah Golf 
107 +53; Tocumwal Golf 95 -10; Barooga 
Sports 76 +44; Finley 71 +10; Finley RSC 56 
-86; Nathalia 54 -95; Numurkah 51 -157.
Division two
Barooga Sports 13/67 d Numurkah Golf 3/66; 
Tocumwal Golf 14/74 d Berrigan 2/69; Co-
bram 2/63 lt Picola 14/81.
Ladder - Picola 108 +78; Tocumwal Golf 102 
+52; . Cobram 96 +99; Numurkah Golf 87 -2; 
Barooga Sports 80 +40; Berrigan 67 +3; Nu-
murkah 50 -59.

SATURDAY PENNANT
No play due to heat

Murray Bowls

by ‘Rufus T. Fire� y’
BOTH Sid Roughsedge and Neil 

‘Bugs’ Hutchins had memorable mid 
week rounds of golf last � ursday. 

In a bumper � eld of 48 players, 
Sid’s score of 41 stableford points 
was enough to ‘pip’ Leigh Robertson 
at the post and win the day’s event, 
while Neil came in with a hole-in-

one on the 18th to ensure his name 
will be enshrined on the club hon-
our board.

Enjoying near perfect, mid morn-
ing summer-time conditions, a quar-
ter of the � eld played to, or be� er 
than, their handicaps.

Players whose scores earned them 
a club ball were: Ron Smith 40, Ste-

ve Wilson 39, Ed Schmedje and Ro-
den Brady 38, Neville Smith, John 
Smith and Dan Prosser all 37, Bill 
Green, Alf Patman and Greg Sharp 
36, Neil Hutchins and Will Mason 
35, Geo�  Partington 34.

Mike Du� e�  brought up the rear 
of the � eld with a lowly 23 points 
and was awarded the tin of boiled 

lollies.
Ron Smith was the sharp shooter 

on the di�  cult fourth hole, visitor 
Dom Pompeii took the � eld’s sweep 
money with a great shot on the sev-
enth, Steve Piggo�  was his usual pre-
cision-placed self to win the two shot 
14th, and Ian Hannaford was nearest 
the pin on the 15th. As noted earlier, 

Neil Hutchins lobbed a 9-iron shot 
into the hole on the 18th green for 
an ace and a large stein of free beer. 
He was indeed a happy man!

Why not come and join us at our 
weekly circus? Visitors and guests 
are most welcome and should as-
semble by 8.30am � ursday for a 
9am hit o� .

Sid and Bugs’ big day out

NEIL Hutchins � nished his 
round of golf last � ursday with a 
perfect shot, holing out on the par 
three 18th hole at Numurkah.

It is Bugs’ second hole-in-one, 
the � rst one coming almost exact-
ly two years ago in a Wednesday 
competition at Tocumwal.

Unlike the stories we o� en 
hear about holes-in-one, Bugs 
said both his aces have been 
good-looking shots.

On � ursday he took heed of 
some advice given to him during 
a previous round with multiple 
club champion Andrew Storer, to 
not try and hit a full shot into the 
dome-shaped 18th green.

“I hit a three-quarter nine-iron 
shot, that went nicely in the air, 
landed on the front of the green, 
and disappeared on the second 
bounce.

“� ere was some discussion 
about whether it had gone in the 
hole, or over the back, but I drove 
up to the green, and it wasn’t over 
the back, so I went and looked in 
the hole, and there it was,” Neil 
said.

Despite scoring four points on 
the hole, Bugs only  � nished his 
round with 35 points, enough to 
win a ball.

“I had one eagle and two birdies, 
but the rest of the golf wasn’t ter-
ri� c,” he said.

“I’ve been pre� y close on the 
18th on a number of occasions 
over the past couple of years, so it 
was nice to get this one in.

“� e boys shouted me a very 
large beer at presentations, but 
the celebrations stopped there. 

“None of the family were very 
excited about it. None of them 
has had a hole-in-one.”

Bugs makes it two times one

Happy camper ... Neil Hutchins after his hole-in-one at Numurkah last week.
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20/20 CRICKET

COME DOWN AND SEE OUR TALENTED LOCALS 
PLAYING THE EXCITING SHORT FORM OF THE GAME.
     THURSDAY 17TH JANUARY 2019

NUMURKAH SHOWGROUNDS 
FROM 5.30PM

BBQ AND DRINKS AVAILABLE

ON OUR DOORSTEP!
VS

Rink winner ... Robyn Aumann led for the Town’s only winning rink last week.

Ann and Terry lead at Town
NUMUR� H bowlers Ann Dealy and Terry 

Brennan have taken out their club championships 
for the 2018/19 season.

Ann won her third title by defeating a deter-
mined Lillian Nightingale in the � nal, while Terry 
defeated Allan Clark in the men’s � nal to win his 
second.

Terry’s previous championship title was won 
way back in 1988, but he hasn’t played in the 
event a lot since then, due to work commitments.

Both players competed in the Murray Bowls 
Division champion of champions event at Strath-
merton on Sunday, but both were knocked-out 
a� er the � rst round.

� e Murray Bowls pennant season sort of start-
ed last week, with only one Numurkah side mak-
ing it onto the greens.

� e Friday division one team hosted Tocumwal 
and su� ered a sound defeat, going down 2/58 to 
14/91.

Lorraine Kennedy (s), Paul Rees, Jenny Stuart 
and Robyn Aumann had a solid win, 24-18, to 
pick up the two points.

� e division two side had the bye.
Saturday pennant games were started, but were 

all eventually abandoned under the heat rule.

Club champ ... Lillian Nightingale with new club champion Ann Dealy after their championship fi nal.

 Robyn Aumann led for the Town’s only winning rink last week.

NumurkahLEADER

TROPHIES 
AND 

ENGRAVING
Come and see us for all your club’s trophy 

requirements.
S U P P O R T  L O C A L  B U S I N E S S

Ph. 5862 1034 • 88 Melville St, Numurkah
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NUMURKAH Golf ’s Friday pennant sides 
didn’t get their new year off to the start they 
were hoping for, with both sides losing their 
first games for 2019, last Friday.

After an earlier start, due to the hot weath-
er, the division one side came out second 
best to the top side, Cobram, going down 
2/62 to 14/84, with one rink win.

Jan Niven’s rink was the winner, taking vic-
tory 28-23.

After a slow start, Loris Houlihan’s rink 
staged a great fightback, but just failed to 
take victory, going down by three shots, 22-
25. Robyn Hodgkin’s rink was defeated by 
the consistent Brenda Smethurst rink, 12-36.

The division two side went down by the 
narrowest of margins at Barooga, 3/66-
13/67, but still remains in fourth place on 
the ladder.

Marie Ryan’s team played the carpet sur-
face well, winning 28-25. Karren Nordbye’s 
rink drew 20-20, and Helen Eddy’s team 
went down 18-22.

Members were keen to get back to social 
bowls after the Christmas break, with a good 
roll-up on the greens. The winners were Mer-
ren Carr, Lorna Morris and Yvonne Clark.

New club champion Yvonne Clark compet-
ed in the champion of champions event at 
Strathmerton on Sunday, but lost her match 
to Finley’s Nan Smith.

FRIDAY’S TEAMS
Division one - at Nathalia.
J. Niven (s), J. Luci, Y. Clark, B. Brown-

ing; R. Hodgkin (s), D. Staggard, J. Sutcliffe, 
M. Carr; L. Houlihan (s), F. Houlihan, L. 
Browning, K. Glover. Cars: J. Luci, R. Hodg-
kin, L. Browning, leaving 8.30am.

Division two - at home to Picola. 
H. Eddy (s), L. Milner, L. Morris, G. Smith; 

J. Harrison (s), M. Shannon, M. Blake, H. 
Pickersgill; M. Ryan (s), B. Fayers, P. Finlay-
son, M. Luci.

Duty rink: Joan Harrison.
Emergencies are J. Carr, T. Morris and M. 

Fayers.

Not according to the plan

So close ... Loris Houlihan takes a close look at the head. Her rink fought back well, but suffered a narrow defeat.

WHILE there has been 
no pennant bowls to re-
port on due to the weath-
er conditions, Numurkah 
Golf & Bowls Club has 
seen the completion of its 
two premier events.

Ian “Hocko” Hocking 
secured his third club 
championship prior to 
Christmas, with a relative-
ly comfortable win over 
Des Staggard.

Hocko had reached the 
final with wins over Steve 
Patching and Steve Pig-
gott, in both of which he 
trailed by fair margins dur-
ing the game. By contrast, 
he was never far away in 
the final, and eventually 
scored a 25-12 victory.

He and Des both started 
the game with excellent 
draw bowling, but when 
the score reached 10-8 
in Des’ favour, Des’ form 
dipped slightly, while Ian 
kept improving to race to 
a 21-10 lead.

In a quirk of fate, Hocko’s 
most recent champion-
ship, in 2005/06 was 
against Des’ brother, Rob-
in. The first of his wins 
was over Alf Harrison in 
2002/03.

Ian played in the Murray 
Bowls Division champion 
of champions event on 
Sunday against Berrigan’s 
Rick Bradbury, but went 
down 11-25.

Unfortunately for Des, 
he was the bridesmaid for 
the second year running.

The other event con-
cluded was the Buck 
Staggard Memorial Silver 
Shoes Pairs, won by Steve 
Piggott and Neil Macklin. 
They defeated Joe Luci 
and Gavin Parkinson in a 
high quality final, 15-10, 
and will now represent the 
club in the champion of 
champion pairs in March.

The first two rounds of 
the 21 up will be played 
this Sunday at 10am and 
1pm, or by arrangement.

Pennant will hopefully 
resume on Saturday, with 
both teams needing wins. 
The Ones visit Finley RS 
with a chance to confirm 
a top four spot and maybe 
challenge for the double 
chance, while the Threes 
go to Numurkah where a 
win will greatly help avoid 
relegation at season’s end.

Saturday’s teams: 
Division one, bus leaves 

at 12 noon: J. Luci (s), D. 
Staggard, B. Gentle, N. 
Macklin; G. Sutcliffe (s), 
G. Downie, I. Hocking, D. 
Hester; B. Stanger (s), F. 
Houlihan, S. Roughsedge, 
J. Dell; M. Jones, S. Pig-
gott, B. Browning, S. 
Patching.

Division three: A. New-
by (s), Y. Clark, C. Hicks, 
R. Hodgkin; J. Niven (s), 
P. Madill, J. Carr, M. Fay-
ers; L. Houlihan (s), D. 
Miller, G. Parkinson, A. 
Bugeya. Emergencies: T. 
Morris, B. Parkinson, L. 
Browning.

Third championship for Hocko

Third title ... Ian Hocking won his third Numurkah Golf bowls championship before Christmas.
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by “The Shankster”
THE first Wednesday 

monthly medal of the new 
year was won by Norma 
Cullum last week, when she 
finished her stroke round at 
Numurkah Golf Club with a 
74 nett.

On a rare pleasant day of 
late, when the weather was 
warm, but didn’t get over 
30ºC, Norma played a nice, 
consistent round to win the 
medal. She was closely fol-
lowed by Julie Hannaford 
with 75 nett, followed by 
Tracey Clouston and Felicity 
Booth, both on 76, and Julie 
Daniel with 77.

Tracey had the best scratch 
score of 81 shots, and also 
won nearest the pin on the 
seventh hole. Julie Hanna-
ford won the ball on the 
18th.

Julie Hannaford went one 
step better on Saturday, win-
ning the day’s par round with 
a nice score of +2. In very hot 
conditions, when everyone 
was compelled to play dur-
ing the morning, it was the 
Julies’ day, with Julie Daniel 
finishing runner-up with +1.

Kath Hepworth finished 
square with the course, Mar-
got McGrath and Nola Dal-
ton finished one down,  and 
Pauline Davies won the last 
ball at two down.

Tracey Clouston won near-
est the pin on the seventh 
hole while Bev McIntosh 
had the best shot to the 18th 
green. Not one of the 14 

women playing managed to 
get onto either the fourth or 
15th holes.

Nola Dalton played a very 
nice round of 40 shots to win 
division one in last Thurs-
day’s nine hole chick run, 
netting down to 34.5, which 
gave her a four and a half 
shot lead over her nearest 
rival, Rosemary Rutledge on 
39 nett.

Helen Pickersgill won an-
other division two voucher, 
but had to share the day’s 
honours with Loris Houli-
han. Both players finished 
with 38 nett. No-one man-
aged to land their tee shot on 
the seventh green.

Unsurprisingly, Helen has 
a handy lead in the chick run 
season points trophy, lead-
ing a swag of players by four 
shots.

Helen has 25 points against 
her name, which are accu-
mulated both by playing 
and winning, sitting clear of 
regular fanatics Lauris Asht-
on, Nola Dalton and Bev 
Hutchins.

The next best score is 17 
points, so anyone behind 
this probably needs to get 
a move on and play every 
week until the end of the sea-
son, and hope for a win ... or 
five.

Eighteen hole golf is all 
stableford for the next week, 
today, Saturday and next 
Wednesday, although today 
will be just nine holes due to 
the over 40ºC forecast.

First medal is Norma’s

First medal ... Norma Cullum won the first Wednesday monthly medal of the year last week.

The Murray Bowls Division 
(MBD) has selected its 12 
man side to contest the sec-
ond Central Goulburn Mur-
ray Region Divisional Chal-
lenge. The event will be played 
at the Mooroopna Bowls Club 
on Sunday, February 3, com-
mencing at 9.30am.

The competition sees the 
12 men and 12 women from 
the MBD play against a team 
from the Central Bowls Divi-
sion and two teams from the 
Goulburn Valley Bowls Divi-
sion. The format of the event 
is men’s and women’s fours, 
with the MBD hoping to go 
back-to-back after winning the 
inaugural event in 2018.

Selectors Geoff Sutcliffe 
(Numurkah Golf) and Alan 
Rogers (Numurkah) picked 
the men’s squad, with play-
ers from Numurkah Golf, 
Wunghnu, Barooga Sports, 
Tocumwal, Cobram and Fin-
ley RSC having the honour of 
representing the MBD. At the 
time of print, the women’s side 
had not yet been announced.

Sutcliffe believes the men’s 
side is a strong one and, com-
bined with the women’s side, 
more than capable of winning 
the challenge again this year. 

“I’m very confident we can 
win the challenge again. The 
women went undefeated last 
year and the men won two of 
their three matches,” Sutcliffe 

said. 
“Both the men and women 

travel together by bus to Moo-
roopna and the camaraderie 
within the team was fantastic 
last year, particularly after we 
won the challenge,” Sutcliffe 
added.

With only three divisions 
making up the Central 
Goulburn Murray Region 
(CGMR), the Goulburn 
Valley Division entered two 
teams in the round robin for-
mat in 2018 and will do the 
same again this year. However, 
Sutcliffe has lodged a request 
to the CGMR that the enter-
ing of two teams from one di-
vision be rotated each year. 

“If the proposal is accepted, 
the Murray Bowls Division 
will be able to select 24 men 
and 24 women every third 
year that the challenge is held.”               

Selected men’s team:
Barry Cosgrove (s) (Wungh-

nu), Nick Davies (Wunghnu), 
Mark Jones (Numurkah Golf) 
and John McKenzie (Wungh-
nu).

Ray Emerson (s) (Barooga 
Sports), Gary Downie (Nu-
murkah Golf), Brett Wright 
(Barooga Sports) and Joe Luci 
(Numurkah Golf).

Greg Dunn (s) (Cobram), 
Steven Tatnall (Cobram), 
Chris Philpot (Tocumwal) 
and Rod Brown (Finley RSC).

Manager: Geoff Sutcliffe.

Murray Bowls 
announces 
rep side

by “Archie Bunker”
STARTING early because of the heat at 

Numurkah on Saturday didn’t suit every-
body, but big Bob I’Anson certainly rel-
ished the cooler conditions to win the day 
with a terrific score of +6.

Bob said he is unable to play two games 
the same and, after having an ordinary 
game of golf last week, everything worked 
well on the weekend.

With another great score of +4, Andrew 
Storer’s sub-par round saw him finish in 
second place, ahead of John Smith and 
Glen Edis on +2.

Storer has been in outstanding form over 
the holiday period, scoring 43 stableford 
points in the last game of the year, which 
equated to a course record equalling 65 off 
the stick, off his +1 handicap.

Pierre Klaessen and Ray Falla pocketed a 
ball each for finishing one up, and the last 
of the balls went to Leigh Robertson and 
David Ludington, on square.

Andrew Storer won nearest the pin on 
the seventh hole, Kevin Morland was clos-
est on the 15th, and Geoff Stone had the 
best shot to the 18th green.

There was a great field out for last 
Wednesday’s chicken run, allowing for 
winner and runner-up prizes in all three 
grades.

Matt Ebborn won a countback from An-
thony Sanders to take honours in A grade, 
with 36 nett, and there was also a count-
back to decide the winner in B grade. With 
34 nett, Matt Cline relegated Martin Harp-
er to second place.

Bill Rutledge had the best score of the 
day, winning C grade with 33 nett, two 
shots clear of Charlie Hooker, who won a 
countback to finish second. 

Andrew Cline won the nearest the pin 
ball on the seventh hole.

The second round of summer fourball 
pennant was played on Sunday, when the 
Numurkah men reversed the previous 
week’s score to take a 3.5 to 1.5 win over 

Rich River. They went down to Mooroop-
na by the same margin in round one.

Jack Thomas and Peter Stonehouse had a 
big win on Sunday, taking victory 5/4. Ste-
ve Piggott and Garry Hosie won 4/3, and 
Ron Smith and Ian Hannaford finished 
one up. Mark Hegarty and John Smith 
squared their match, while Martin Harper 
narrowly went down on the last hole.

This Sunday’s pennant will be played at 

Shepparton, and the team is on the notice-
board in the clubhouse.

There is also a list on the board for entries 
for the Hoax Triples on the long weekend 
in March. The sheet will be taken down at 
the end of the month.

This Saturday’s golf is a stableford round, 
with slightly more pleasant conditions 
forecast, at this stage, so players may be 
able to get in an afternoon round this week.

Bob likes an early morning

Consistency please ... Bob I’Anson played a terrific round of golf on Saturday, but 
would like some consistency in his game.
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THE Nathalia football family has grown slightly 
larger, with the announcement that the North-
ern Angels Youth girls football team is now of-
ficially aligned with the Nathalia Football Net-
ball Club for the upcoming season and beyond.
Following the inaugural NFC women’s team 
season, the affiliation allows a chance for the 
young girls of the Northern Angels to progress 

seamlessly to senior football, all the while gain-
ing access to the training and facilities that have 
seen the Purples become a footballing power-
house in the area.
The Northern Angels formed in late 2014, and 
currently play in the Shepparton District Junior 
Football League with the side’s home ground at 
Nathalia Secondary College.

Purple Angels join the club
THE Picola District Football League has an-
nounced the venues of every finals series and 
grand final for the next 13 years.
The plan in place kicks off from the upcoming 
season which will see Berrigan host the league’s 
biggest game of the year, the 2019 grand final.
From there, the showpiece day will be shared 
amongst the clubs on a rotating schedule basis.

The schedule has been put in place to give each 
club ample time and motivation to keep im-
proving club facilities, as Berrigan has done, 
with its netball courts currently under construc-
tion and primed to be ready in time for the com-
mencement of the season.
The 2019 PDFL season will kick off on Saturday 
April 6.

PDFL finals locked in until 2031

NUMURKAH has picked 
up first innings points in its 
first B grade cricket clash 
of the year after it bowled 
Euroa out for just 75 at the 
Numurkah Showgrounds 
on Saturday.
The Blues heaped more mis-
ery upon the visiting side, 
amassing 4/136 from 35 
overs before declaring and 
making the prospect of an 
outright win very possible.
Myles Martin kicked things 
off for Numurkah, claiming 
his first and only wicket of 
the game thus far, but it was 
Josh O’Dwyer and Reydan 
Lacuin that inflicted major 
damage on Euroa’s batting 
lineup.
O’Dwyer claimed 3/17 from 
seven overs, while Lacuin 
picked up 5/8 from 7.2.
The dominance displayed 
by the Blues with the ball 
meant that only two Euroa 
batsmen were able to reach 
double figures during its first 
innings.
Only 31.2 overs were used 
to take the 10 wickets and 
Numurkah decided to see 
what it could muster from 
35 overs of its own.
Josh Smith and Matthew 

Price opened for the Blues, 
getting the home side to 46 
before Smith was run out for 
15.
His replacement, Josh 
O’Dwyer, wasn’t able to 
score a run before he was 
caught out for a duck.
Numurkah lost Price for 27 
not long after, while Jahlan 
Lau’s 21 got the Blues to 
3/76 before he was caught 
and bowled.
With Dylan Cox and An-
drew Cline at the crease, the 
pair gave Numurkah a big 
burst of energy.
The two Blues scored 20 
and 43 respectively and re-
mained not out as the side 
declared on 4/136.
The declaration meant that 
Euroa had to face a fur-
ther eight overs before the 
close of the day’s play, but 
its opening partnership was 
able to survive the tricky last 
few overs to finish 0/23.
Numurkah is in fantastic po-
sition to claim an outright 
win this week when play re-
sumes at 1pm on Saturday.
D GRADE
There was no cricket played 
as extreme heat required 
play be called off.

Blues claim first points of 2019

Strong position … Matt Price made 27 before being bowled during the first week of his side’s clash against Euroa on Saturday.

NUMURKAH’S young 
cricketing talent was on 
broader display during last 
week’s inter-league country 
week held last week.
A number of Blues featured 
for Cricket Shepparton as it 
went up against the best from 
all the leagues in the region, 
managing to get the win in 
both the under 13A and un-
der 13B competitions.
Numurkah’s Reeve Verho-
even, Mitchell O’Dwyer and 
Harry McDonald all lined up 
in the under 13B final against 
Bendigo District Cricket As-
sociation, with many plau-

dits going to Verhoeven’s 
42 run contribution, while 
O’Dwyer posted 19 as the 
side charged to 6/157 from 
40 overs.
In reply, BDCA could only 
amass 8/114 from 40 overs, 
with McDonald picking 
up figures of 2/24 from six 
overs.
The triumph caps off an im-
pressive showing from the 
trio, with Verhoeven finish-
ing on 105 runs from four 
games, while McDonald 
took five wickets at an aver-
age of 8.2 for the week.

Blues go country

WAAIA is 155 runs behind, 
halfway through a tense B 
grade battle with Karramo-
mus, with a solid team bowl-
ing effort seeing the Bomb-
ers bowl the visitors out for 
210 at Waaia Recreation Re-
serve on Saturday.
Karramomus won the toss 
and elected to bat but was 
rocked by early wickets fall-
ing, thanks to great bowling 
from Bomber trio Danny 
Glover, David Booth and 
Ryan Trimby which saw the 
batting side slump to 5/30.
The day began to become 
more and more sour for 
Karramomus as Matt Stuart 
grabbed a wicket for Waaia, 
while Trimby kept causing 
headaches.

At 8/110, Karramomus got 
a second wind and began to 
fight back amid the almost 
untenable heat that scorched 
the pitch on Saturday.
At the forefront of the 
fightback was captain Paul 
Trevaskis, whose resilient, 
game-changing 85 from 103 
deliveries pushed his side to 
210 before the final wicket 
fell with just 61.5 overs 
bowled.
Waaia needed to face 15 
overs to close out the day’s 
play but suffered two early 
losses to finish on 2/55 over-
night.
E GRADE
There was no cricket played 
as extreme heat required 
play be called off.

Bombers still in 
with a chance

WAAIA has started the year off with a fight-
ing display against Karramomus in the first 
week of the round 10 Haisman Shield clash 
at Vibert Reserve on Saturday.
Having to contend with relentless heat, 
Karramomus took the opportunity to send 
Waaia into the scorching field as it chose to 
bat following a successful coin toss.
The two sides poked and prodded at one 
another before Connor Brown made the 
first strike in Waaia’s favour at 1/32.
Karramomus pushed forward and got to 
1/60 before losing three quick wickets, 

thanks to Jordan Cleeland and Jesse Trow-
er, who claimed two in a short period of 
time to see Karramomus 4/78.
Despite losing another wicket with 111 runs 
on the board, Karramomus pushed ahead 
and gained the ascendancy, and it took Shawn 
Boswell to break the partnership and get his 
side back into the contest.
He and Cleeland ensured that Karramomus 
would struggle to charge ahead to a massive 
score, as the pair picked up 4/43 from 17.3 
overs and 3/68 from 23, respectively, to have 
the home side all out for 222 from 68.3 overs.

This meant that Waaia would have a chance 
to get some runs on the board before the 
end of the day’s play, but it didn’t all go in 
favour of the Bombers.
The nine overs left saw Waaia finish on 
2/35, with Anthony Ciavarella and Sam 
Trower falling for two and zero.
At the conclusion of play, two Cleelands, 
Jordan and Mitch, remain not out on 31 
and two, respectively.
A big effort will be needed from Waaia this 
week if it’s any chance of grabbing just its 
second win of the A grade season.

Tight tussle in store for Bombers

THE Goulburn Region has 
taken out its third successive 
title at the 63rd Tennis Vic-
toria Inter-Regional Coun-
try Championship thanks to 
some help from a number 
of Numurkah Lawn Tennis 
Club members.
Mark Mills, Colin MacKay, 
Hannah O’Brien and Helene 
Steward all did Numurkah 
proud, but it was Steward that 
truly stood up in the competi-
tion that featured eight teams 
and ran from January 4-6.
Steward claimed the overall 
winners title for the women’s 
35-49 singles, as well as the 
35-49 mixed doubles catego-
ry alongside Kyabram’s David 
Starling.
The competition included 
teams representing the likes 
of Wimmera, Mornington 
Peninsula, Central High-
lands, Barwon, Loddon Cam-
paspe, Northern Mallee and 
South West regions.

Goulburn Region makes it three on the bounce

Grinning winners … Mark Mills, Hannah O’Brien, Helene Steward and Colin MacKay pose 
with the championship trophy.
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NUMUR� H Town 
bowlers Alan Rogers 
(s), Don Staggard and 
Gary Roulston took 
out the $2,400 � rst 
prize at the Wunghnu 
Bowls Club’s annual tri-
ples tournament played 
on January 5 and 6.

A total of 28 teams 
took part in the tourna-
ment, one of the most 
lucrative triples tourna-
ments in country Victo-
ria, with teams from as 
far a� eld as Melbourne, 
Castlemaine, Moama, 
Kangaroo Flat, Echuca, 
Sunbury, Yarrawonga 
and Seymour in a� end-
ance, as well as a local 
sides from the Murray 
and Goulburn Valley 
divisions.

Rogers, Staggard and 
Roulston combined 
extremely well on 
Wunghnu’s free run-
ning greens, winning 
all six of their 15 end 
games, with a com-
bined shots up of 71 an 
indication of the three-
some’s dominance.

Dennis Smyth’s 
Shepparton Park rink 
� nished second with 
� ve wins, while Norm 
Hodge’s rink from 
Echuca took out third 
place with four wins 
and a draw. Shane 
Walsh’s rink from Stan-
hope � nished fourth 
with four wins, whilst 
Paul Bell’s rink from 

East Shepparton also 
won some money, � n-
ishing � � h with four 
wins.

Wunghnu Bowls 
Club president Doug 
Larkin was extremely 
happy with the num-
ber of entries and, with 
further renovations of 
the two grass greens, 
is looking to a� ract 32 
teams in 2020. 

“We had 14 rinks in 
play this year and hope 
to have 16 rinks next 
year,” Larkin said. 

Club coach Nick 
Davies is con� dent that 
the tournament will 
continue going from 
strength to strength. 

“� e event is grow-
ing in popularity and 
a� racting some very 
good players. It’s fan-
tastic to see some of 
our local bowlers test-
ing themselves against 
accomplished players 
from other districts, 
and it’s even be� er 
when the locals win,” 
Davies said.

“We wouldn’t be able 
to stage the event with-
out the support of local 
players and sponsors.”

� e event was spon-
sored by Heritage Park 
Funerals, Doug Larkin 
Refrigeration, First Na-
tional Real Estate Nu-
murkah, Home Timber 
and Hardware Numur-
kah and Graeme King.

Numurkah bowlers win big

Winners are grinners ... Alan Rogers, Gary Roulston and Don Staggard went home very happy campers from the recent Wunghnu bowls 
tournament.

NUMUR� H is in good stead 
thanks to ba� ling performances 
with the bat from Shaun Downie, 
Tim Arnel and Tim Braybon during 
the � rst week of its Haisman Shield 
clash against Euroa. 
� e Blues � nished all out for 244 
with 80 overs bowled at Euroa Me-
morial Oval.
It was far from an easy ride to the 
commendable total for the visitors, 
though, with early wickets falling 
and threatening to derail the hot 
start to 2019 Numurkah craved.
Will Arnel, Kody Jackson and cap-
tain Liam Gledhill all fell for single 
digit totals, while Dylan Grandell’s 
18 wasn’t enough for the Blues to 
avoid a languishing early predica-
ment of 4/35.

Michael Eckard joined Shaun 
Downie in the middle, but the part-
nership didn’t last long before Eck-
ard was out for 14.
Downie, though, continued to plug 
away in the middle, and despite 
losing young Dusty Ebborn in his 
A grade debut, mounted a game-
changing partnership with Tim Ar-
nel that � ipped the tie on its head.
� e duo combined for 88 runs to see 
Numurkah at 7/158 before Downie 
fell for a brilliantly made 85.
Euroa would have been forgiven for 
thinking that it had made the � nal 
breakthrough it needed to well and 
truly expose the tail, but Downie’s 
replacement, Tim Braybon, ensured 
that the Blues would � nish the in-
nings with a � urry.

Arnel and Braybon added a further 
75 runs with Arnel registering 79 
before he was bowled late in the 
piece.
At 7/233, Arnel was ousted from 
the middle for 79, and Braybon fol-
lowed suit not long a� er for 55.
� e Blues lost their � nal wicket on 
the � nal ball of the 80th over and 
posted an intimidating total that 
captain Liam Gledhill is more than 
happy with, considering the rough 
start his side encountered on Satur-
day.
“Obviously it wasn’t our best start, 
we were 3/23 early on,” said Gled-
hill.
“� ere was plenty of grass covering 
the new pitch we were playing on, 
so the ball was zipping around a fair 

bit.
“We lost a few more wickets than I 
was hoping for, but a few of the boys 
were able to knuckle down and it 
helped us post a good score.”
� ose players Gledhill was talking 
about are Shaun Downie, Tim Arnel 
and Tim Braybon. � e trio account-
ed for 219 of 244 runs scored by the 
Blues, with Downie’s 85 imperative 
to Numurkah’s standing in the tie.
“Shaun has been pu� ing the work 
in, he’s been training really hard and 
everyone was glad to see him get 
those runs on the weekend.
“He’s a high-quality batsman and 
for him to get 80-odd, he may have 
been a bit disappointed not to reach 
three � gures, but we were all really 
pleased for him.”

Arnel � nished with 79 runs, and his 
partnership with Downie got Nu-
murkah to a strong position heading 
into the la� er stages of the innings, 
while Braybon’s contribution could 
not go understated.
“Tim Arnel came in at a tricky pe-
riod and hung in there until Eu-
roa’s bowlers tired a bit to reap the 
rewards of that hard work and con-
centration.
“Tim Braybon’s innings was so im-
portant in the la� er stages of the 
day, his ability to turn the strike over 
regularly and occupy the crease was 
really pleasing.”
� e Blues will hope to notch up 
their � rst win for 2019 this week as 
play resumes.

Lower order gives Blues a big boost
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