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A 29 year-old Picola man was ar-
rested in Numurkah on Friday, fol-
lowing a foot pursuit with police.

� e man was arrested a� er running 
through back gardens, before knock-
ing on the back door of a Quinn 
Street home at around 3.45pm, and 
asking the home’s owner if he could 
hide from police inside the house.

� e resident refused and the of-
fender le� , but he was quickly appre-
hended and placed under arrest by 
police who were nearby.

� e o� ender had been the subject 
of a police search last Wednesday, 
with detectives from Cobram and 
uniformed o�  cers from Nathalia vis-

iting a number of properties in Nu-
murkah and Wunghnu in an a� empt 
to arrest him.

� e man was on bail for the�  and 
deception o� ences, and was wanted 
for failing to comply with the con-
ditions of that bail, and commi� ing 
further o� ences - including the�  of a 
motor vehicle- whilst on bail.

� e man was then spo� ed by Nu-
murkah police on Friday a� ernoon 
and took o�  on foot.

Following Friday’s arrest, he was 
remanded in custody and appeared 
at the Shepparton magistrates court 
on Monday where he was once again 
granted bail.

A resident of a Tweddle Street ad-
dress was assaulted in the early hours 
of Friday, a� er pursuing a male who 
he discovered on his property af-
ter hearing a noise at his back door 
shortly a� er 1am.

� e o� ender is described as approxi-
mately 178cm tall with a medium build.

Police are seeking the public’s help 
on a number of ma� ers, including 
a number of the� s in Madeline and 
Pine Streets in the past week. Items 
stolen include garden ornaments and 
tools. Anyone who sees anybody act-
ing suspiciously in the area is urged 
to contact police.

Police are also seeking assistance from 

anyone who witnessed a white Toyo-
ta Hilux ute being driven erratically in the 
Waaia area on Sunday evening.

A driver was apprehended by po-
lice at around 6pm and charged with 
refusing a random breath test.

Other driving o� ences recorded on 
the weekend include a 24 year-old 
Strathmerton man whose car was 
impounded a� er he was caught drug 
driving without a licence on Satur-
day in Burramine, and a 28 year-old 
Katamatite man whose licence will 
be suspended a� er he was  caught 
drug driving in Yarrawonga on the 
same day. 

Bail-breaker leads foot chase

SCRUB CAPS SCRUB CAPS 
ON THE GOON THE GO
Having their heads exposed in the middle of a highly infectious pandemic has proved a source 
of added stress for some hospital staff  . Enter Rotary to the rescue ... See story page 3 . 

Busy protecting the carers ... Rotary Club of Numurkah president Lorraine Greenwood and fellow sewer Pam Brennan with a collection of 
scrub caps created in Numurkah. 
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OUR April ordinary meeting is scheduled for 
this Wednesday, April 22, at the Cobram Civic 
Centre, beginning at 5pm.

Due to the continuing Victorian Government 
COVID-19 Stage 3 restrictions, public a� end-
ance would be a breach of the stay-at-home di-
rections and we are asking people not to a� end.

Instead, for the � rst time in Moira Shire Coun-
cil history, this meeting will be streamed live via 
our Facebook page and I encourage the whole 
community to tune in and watch.

Questions from the public will be considered, 
and questions received via email at info@moira.

vic.gov.au 24 hours prior to the meeting will be 
responded to during the designated section of 
the meeting.

Our in� uenza vaccination program has com-
menced with huge support from the community.

All available spots at upcoming sessions have 
been fully booked and council is working to 
source more � u vaccines – stay tuned for further 
updates.

We are installing more soap dispensers in pub-
lic toilet blocks throughout the shire to assist 
with good hygiene practices.

Paper towels are also being distributed – this 

will allow everyone to practice the 20-second 
hand washing hygiene recommendations and 
keep the community safe.

During this unprecedented health crisis, we 
can all do our bit to support the local commu-
nity by shopping local, and even though you 
might not be able to dine out, there are multiple 
options for take-away food.

Many businesses are looking to adapt and use 
new ways to do business, so if you are shopping 
online why not try a local business � rst.

Stay safe everyone.

Mayor’s Message - Council meeting live stream

Stage three working with no new cases in Moira
VICTORIA’S stage three social distancing re-

strictions are bearing fruit, with no new COV-
ID-19 cases con� rmed in Moira Shire in the past 
week, and only one in Greater Shepparton. 

� e new con� rmed case brings Greater Shep-
parton’s total to 10, while Moira’s remains at 11.

Two GV health workers have tested positive for 
the virus, however, as one is a temporary worker 
from outside the Goulburn Valley, they are not 
included in Greater Shepparton’s total.

� at person, who is believed to be a doctor, 
spent a fortnight working at GV Health earlier 
this month, and showed symptoms only a� er 
completing their last shi�  at the hospital, al-
though it is understood that they were exposed 
to the virus prior to starting at GV Health.

GV Health has con� rmed that tracing of the 
worker’s contacts was completed by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 
over the weekend, and that all GV Health sta�  
who were identi� ed as close contacts of the per-
son have tested negative. 

A small number of patients who are considered 
close contacts of the worker are under continued 
observation, but none are currently showing 
signs of COVID-19 infection.

� e second sta�  member, whose infection is 
believed to be unrelated to that of the temporary 
worker, is self-isolating at home in Greater Shep-

parton. 
GV Health and DHHS are conducting tracing 

of that person’s close contacts, and GV Health 
sta�  who are considered close contacts have re-
turned negative swabs for COVID-19.

New state-based modelling undertaken by 
Monash University and the Doherty Institute, 
in collaboration with epidemiology experts in 
DHHS, has found that if no physical distancing 
restrictions were in place, Victoria would have 
seen up to 58,000 new coronavirus cases every 
day at the peak of the pandemic, overwhelming 
our health system.

� e data also reveals that if a business-as-usu-
al approach had been adopted, 10,000 intensive 
care beds would have been required and as many 
as 9,200 Victorians would have been present-
ing to hospital every single day. Tragically, it 
also shows as many as 36,000 Victorians would 
have died of the virus - an average of 70 lives lost 
every day, and up to 650 deaths in a day during 
the peak.

� e modelling also shows that Victoria’s ‘Re� ’ 
number – the projected number of infections 
passed on by a person with coronavirus – has 
dropped to 0.5. If Re�  is kept below one, an out-
break slowly wanes. If it is above one, it grows.

� anks to the overwhelming number of Vic-
torians abiding by the current restrictions, the 

modelling con� rms that our curve is � a� ening. 
Victoria’s curve compares favourably with other 
countries that also acted early, like South Korea 
and New Zealand.

� e State Government said in a statement on 
Monday that by acting early and decisively, the 
catastrophic outcomes seen in places like Europe 
and New York have not happened here. 

� e statement said that, according to the mod-
elling, if we were to li�  restrictions too quickly 
or too broadly, coronavirus would spread rapidly 
through our community once again, overwhelm-
ing the health system and pu� ing everything 
that has been achieved at risk.

Premier Daniel Andrews said the State Gov-
ernment will continue to take the advice of the 
state’s public health experts, informed by the 
data, as it makes decisions about when is the 
right time to ease some of the restrictions that 
are now in place.

“With Victorians doing the right thing and 
staying home, we’ve been able to slow the spread 
of the virus – if we stay the course and don’t get 
complacent, we will get through this together.”

� e government’s message to Victorians re-
mains the same: Stay home. Protect our health 
system. Save lives.

� e modelling can be found at: www.coronavi-
rus.vic.gov.au.

LOCAL CFA brigades have had another busy 
week, with � ve turn-outs, including to two grass 
and scrub � res.

Last Tuesday, April 14, at 7.50pm, Numurkah 
and Katunga brigades were turned out to a grass 
and scrub � re on the creek frontage, Creek Road, 
Numurkah, between Kinnairds Road and Kin-
nairds Wetlands.  

� e � re burnt about 80 square metres of grass 
and leaf li� er. Katunga was stopped enroute.  � e 
cause was deemed suspicious, and police were 
noti� ed.

 At 12.05pm last � ursday, Strathmerton and 

Yarroweyah brigades were called to assist Co-
bram with a leaking gas bo� le at Karook Street, 
Cobram, between Wadeson Street and Stokes 
Avenue.  Strathmerton and Yarroweyah were 
stopped enroute.

 At 5pm on Saturday, Kaarimba and Waaia bri-
gades were called to a grass and scrub � re at the 
corner of Walshs Bridge South Road and Ross 
Road, Kaarimba. 

A farmer was burning a small heap of sticks, 
and a passer-by saw the � re and called Vic� re.  
� e � re brigade a� ended but was not required.

Both Strathmerton units turned out to a vehi-

cle leaking fuel at the corner of Numurkah Road 
and Reynoldsons Road, Strathmerton at 1.45pm 
on Sunday. 

� ere was not much fuel in the vehicle and the 
fuel tank had drained when the � re brigade ar-
rived. 

At 8.10am yesterday, Strathmerton and Yar-
roweyah brigades were called to support Co-
bram at an alarm at Meriwa Grove, Warkil Street, 
Cobram, between Anvil and Karook Streets.  
Strathmerton and Yarroweyah were not re-
quired.  � e alarm was set o�  by steam in one 
of the units.

TWO GRASS 
AND SCRUB FIRES

VULNE� BLE Victorian families will be the 
priority of a dedicated police operation tackling 
family violence during the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

Minister for Police and Emergency Servic-
es Lisa Neville joined Deputy Commissioner 
Shane Pa� on yesterday to o�  cially launch Op-
eration Ribbon, which will see members of Vic-
toria Police’s dedicated Family Violence Investi-
gation Unit reaching out to Victorians who they 
know are at risk.

� ere are concerns that the restrictions in 
place because of coronavirus may make it harder 
for victims to reach out for help.

O�  cers will check on the wellbeing of families 

across the state, as well as identifying and follow-
ing up with known family violence perpetrators 
to make sure they’re complying with any con-
ditions placed on them by the courts or family 
violence management plans.

� e operation will make sure victims know 
that help is still available, and perpetrators 
know that police remain focused on tackling the 
scourge of family violence during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

� e dedicated and specially trained taskforce 
will be out across Victoria knocking on doors 
of known family violence o� enders to ensure 
they’re not causing any harm. � ey’ll also be vis-
iting victim survivors and communicating with 

them through a number of di� erent channels to 
con� rm their wellbeing and safety.

� e operation has already seen police conduct 
106 compliance checks on high-risk perpetra-
tors and speak to 241 victims across the state 
since it started last week.

Family violence front line services including 
crisis accommodation, police and courts contin-
ue to operate to support women, children and 
families at risk.

� e Victorian Government recently an-
nounced a $40.2 million investment in crisis ac-
commodation and specialist services for people 
su� ering, or at risk of, family violence during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Police focused on family violence during coronavirus
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FOR a very long time, the traditional 
image of a nurse involved someone in a 
crisp white uniform complete with a stiffly 
starched hat. Today’s nursing garb is a far 
cry from tradition, with non-surgical nurs-
es wearing no hats at all.

Under normal conditions, the comfort 
that affords is welcome, but conditions 
right now are anything but normal, and 
having their heads exposed in the middle 
of a highly infectious pandemic has proved 
a source of added stress for some hospital 
staff.

Enter Rotary to the rescue.
The Rotary Club of Numurkah is part 

of an initiative started by the Rotary Club 
of Sunbury to sew scrub caps for hospital 
staff, to help protect them from COV-
ID-19. 

Numurkah Rotary president Lorraine 
Greenwood told the Leader that the pro-
ject, known as Helping our Hospital He-
roes Australia, came about after nurses in 
Melbourne hospitals expressed concerns 
about the possibility of taking COVID-19 
home to their families.

“Because COVID-19 can stay on surfaces 
for days, hospital staff were worried that, 

with their heads uncovered during their 
hospital shifts, they could potentially carry 
COVID-19 home on their hair and trans-
mit it to their families,” she said.

“The Rotary Club of Sunbury realised 
that making and donating scrub caps was 
an easy solution to that, which could ease 
their minds. We were very happy to join in 
when we heard about it.”

A team of local sewers - including Lor-
raine, Pam Brennan, Marg Canobie, Max-
ine Ford and Yvonne Clark - have been 
busy sewing caps for the past couple of 
weeks.

Pam Brennan, whose husband Terry is 
a Rotary member, said she saw it as a way 
she could use her skills to contribute to the 
work of front line health workers. 

“It’s something I can do while I’m isolating 
at home to help out, and I enjoy sewing,” she 
said.

“Once they’re cut out, I can sew one up in 
around 20 minutes.”

Lorraine has been sending batches of 100 
or so caps at a time off to Sunbury for dis-
tribution to hospitals, including the Royal 
Melbourne Hospital, Box Hill Hospital, 
Monash Health and the Royal Children’s 

Hospital. 
The latest batch from Numurkah, which 

was posted late last week, was a little light 
on however, as 40 of the locally made caps 
were donated to NCN Health.

NCN Health CEO Jacque Phillips said 
the caps will be distributed throughout the 
service’s hospitals for those that want them.

“We are very grateful to Rotary for sup-
porting our front line staff with protective 
equipment,” she said.

“Whilst head coverings are compulsory 
for staff in areas such as food service, those 
wouldn’t be suitable for front line staff. We 
have had nurses from across NCN Health 
express an interest in having scrub caps to 
wear, and we are pleased that we can now 
offer them to those who want them.”

So far, the local sewers have been using 
their own fabric, mostly from Lorraine 
Greenwood’s own supply, but the group 
is now expecting a delivery of fabric from 
Sunbury Rotary. 

The project has now been registered by 
Rotary Australia World Community Ser-
vice, meaning that tax deductible dona-
tions can be made at rawcs.org.au to con-
tribute to material costs. 

Local women creating protective equipment for health staff

THE Anzac Day service is an in-
tegral part of Australian life, with 
thousands of Australians rising be-
fore dawn each April 25 to pay their 
respects to Australian service people 
at their local memorial park.

This year, of course, public gath-
erings are not an option, but that 
doesn’t mean we can’t pay our re-
spects. 

With many looking for a way to 
mark the occasion, a movement has 
gained momentum to encourage 
people to stand at the end of their 
driveways holding lit candles and 
observing a moment’s silence at 
6am this Saturday. 

A memorial service will also take 
place at the Australian War Memori-
al and be broadcast live on the ABC 
at 5.30am. 

Pre-service programming will 
commence from 5am, with the ser-
vice broadcast live from the Com-
memorative Area and Hall of Mem-
ory from 5.30am.

The event will not be open to the 
public but will be broadcast live 
across Australia and streamed on-
line. 

The ABC will make the broadcast 
available to other networks under 
a host broadcaster arrangement to 
enable people to mark Anzac Day 

safely and respectfully from home.
Director of the Australian War 

Memorial, Matt Anderson PSM, 
said that the situation surrounding 
the COVID-19 pandemic makes 
this year’s Anzac Day all the more 
important.

“Anzac Day is traditionally about 
acknowledging the resilience and 
fortitude demonstrated by the An-
zacs at Gallipoli and the subsequent 
legacy that was born. Across the 
community, people are drawing 
upon their own resources to deal 
with this global health crisis,” Mr 
Anderson said.

“It is vital that we have the oppor-

tunity to take time to pause and re-
flect on Anzac Day, if not as some 
brief respite from the overwhelming 
nature of the pandemic, but because 
it’s what we do.

“Anzac Day happens every year 
and it will happen in 2020, albeit 
in different circumstances. We are 
resolute in our commitment to en-
suring Australians can honour the 
Australian servicemen and service-
women who have served in the past, 
and recognise those who are cur-
rently serving.”

The commemorative service will 
be attended by dignitaries represent-
ing the Commonwealth of Austral-

ia, the people of New Zealand, the 
Returned and Services League, and 
veterans. There will be a ceremonial 
piper, didgeridoo player and bugler 
among other traditional elements.

A special pre-recorded Last Post 
Ceremony will be posted to the Me-
morial’s digital platforms at 4.55pm 
on Anzac Day. 

The ceremony will feature the 
story of Private Thomas Anderson 
Whyte of the 10th Battalion AIF 
who was killed during the landing at 
Gallipoli in 1915, read by Sergeant 
Shelby Powell of the Royal Australi-
an Air Force.

How to commemorate a different type of Anzac Day

NUMURKAH district has a proud 
place in Australia’s ANZAC tradition, 
and as we approach ANZAC Day 2020 
we celebrate the service of a member 
of one of the district’s oldest families 
-  Lance Corporal David McNamara, 
killed on the Western front in 1917.

David McNamara was born in Nu-
murkah in 1894 to David and Mary 
McNamara. 

He attended Hassett’s Coaching Col-
lege in Melbourne, before training as 
an auctioneer and joining  his family’s 
auctioneering business, one of the old-
est in Victoria.

He was working there as a clerk when 
war broke out in 1914.

David tried to join the Australian Im-
perial Force in the early days of the war, 
but was rejected due to poor eyesight. 

In July 1915, with the ever-growing 
need for manpower in the armed forc-
es, enlistment standards were relaxed, 
and David tried again, passing the 
medical examination the second time 
around.

He was posted to the 21st Battalion 
and, after a brief period of training, 
left Melbourne on board the troopship 
Hororata in September 1915.

Private McNamara wrote to his family 
saying that he had arrived on Gallipoli 
just in time to take part in the evacua-
tion. Back in Egypt, the AIF underwent 
a period of training and reorganisation. 
David, however, fell ill and spent a few 
weeks in hospital with bronchitis be-
fore he was sent to France to fight on 
the Western Front in March 1916.

The 21st Battalion’s first major ac-
tion on the Western Front came near 
the French village of Pozières in Au-
gust 1916. There Private McNamara 
suffered a gunshot wound to his right 

thigh - a cablegram informing his fam-
ily of the news described the wound as 
‘a slight one’ -  and was sent to a hospi-
tal in Cardiff, Wales to recover. 

He remained in hospital for two 
weeks, and spent several more months 
on light duties in England.

Private McNamara re-joined his bat-
talion on the Western Front, and in 
early May the battalion fought at Bul-
lecourt. McNamara proved an able sol-
dier, and in August 1917 was promoted 
to lance corporal.

On October 4, 1917 the 21st Battal-
ion attacked German positions near 
the Belgian town of Broodseinde. It 
came under heavy fire from shells and 
machine-guns but succeeded in captur-
ing its objective. 

Unfortunately, during that action 
Lance Corporal David McNamara 
was shot in the neck. He was evacuat-
ed from the battlefield, but died of his 
wounds on October 7, 1917 in a nearby 
casualty clearing station. He was buried 
in the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery 
in Belgium.

A telegram dated October 7, 1917, 
states that the writer, Corporal E.J. 
Coxon, knew McNamara well, and that 
he was a Lewis Gunner.

Another telegram written the same 
day, the author of which is unclear but 
appears to be someone from McNama-
ra’s battalion, describes him as a jolly 
chap with a fresh complexion. 

Lance Corporal David McNamara 
was 23 years old. 

His name is listed on the Roll of Hon-
our at the Australian War Memorial, 
among more than 60,000 Australians 
who died while serving in the First 
World War.

Lest we forget.

Lest we forget Lance Corporal David McNamara

Local lad a long way from home ... Lance Corporal David McNamara was just 23 years-old when he died of 
his wounds in Belgium. 
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Latest
Information

For the most up-to-date information regarding COVID-19 please go to 
our website or www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

The COVID-19 Financial Hardship Policy is just one of   
many initiatives we are putting in place and will apply    
to all rateable properties in Moira Shire.

We are not charging user fees to sporting clubs that use 
municipal land and buildings whose seasons are affected.

We have also waived the rent for the June quarter on 
enterprises that operate from Council-owned or managed land.

Our immunisation sessions have ceased to be drop-in 
sessions and have moved to scheduled appointment 
times. This arrangement will continue for the 
foreseeable future.

Importantly, only those receiving a vaccine and their 
parent/carer are to attend their scheduled appointment. 
DO NOT ATTEND if you or your child is unwell.

Please contact us on 5871 9222 to book your 
appointment.

We are installing more soap dispensers 
in public toilet blocks to assist with good 
hygiene practises.

Paper towels are also being distributed. This 
will allow everyone to practice the 20-second 
hand washing hygiene recommendations and 
keep the community safe.

Due to the continuing Victorian 
Government COVID-19 Stage 3 
restrictions, public attendance 
would be a breach of the   
stay-at-home directions.

Instead, this meeting will be 
streamed live via our Facebook page.

During this unprecedented health 
crisis, we can all do our bit to 
support the local community by 
shopping local and even though 
you might not be able to ‘dine 
out’ there are multiple options for 
‘take away’ food.

Many businesses are looking to 
adapt and use new ways to do 
business, so if you are shopping 
online why not try a local 
business first.

ECONOMIC SUPPORT

HEALTH AND SAFETY

IMMUNISATION UPDATE

NRS
133 677

Email
info@moira.vic.gov.au

Facebook
facebook.com/moirashirecouncil

Phone
5871 9222

SHOP LOCAL, 

BUY LOCAL

APRIL

ORDINARY

MEETING

The next meeting will take place 
at the Cobram Civic Centre
5pm Wednesday 22 April.

TONIGHT



Full name: Marjorie Maude Porter 
Age: 85
Marital status: Widowed with three 

children
Schools a� ended: Wales Street 

State School � ornbury, Preston Girls 
Secondary 

Summer or winter? Winter
Beach or mountains? Mountains
Oscar the Grouch or Cookie Mon-

ster? Cookie Monster
Crunchie or Violet Crumble? Vio-

let Crumble any day
Elvis or � e Beatles? Both. Elvis 

had a very good voice but the time 
he had to present them in didn’t give 
him enough to show what he had. � e 
Beatles, once you got used to it, it was 
good - it was fun and the harmony was 
good. 

AC/DC or INXS? Neither.
Favourite colour? Green.
Favourite song? Some enchanted 

evening.
Favourite TV show? As Time Goes 

By.
Favourite movie? � e 1949 version 

of Li� le Women.
Favourite book? � e War Diaries of 

Weary Dunlop.
Do you make lists? Yes, and I leave 

them at home on the kitchen bench, 
or they disappear o�  the bench and I 
can’t � nd them when I need them.

Who do you admire? � e Queen 
of England, who has done such a tre-
mendous job, and didn’t have it easy, 
and Barack Obama - I’ve read two of 
his books, and his wife’s book, and 
they’re very good.

If you could have one superpower, 
what would you choose?

I wouldn’t mind being the good 
which in the Wizard of Oz , even 
though she’s a fairy.

Which of the seven deadly sins do 
you commit most o� en?

I try not to commit any of them, but 
I am guilty of not listening from time 
to time.

When you were a kid, what did 
you want to be when you grew up?

I wanted to be a lawyer. I came from 
a working class background, of which 
I’m very proud, but the funds weren’t 
there to send me on to further educa-
tion. My father was a former soldier 
who was invalided home so the cir-
cumstances just didn’t allow it.

Being a lawyer appealed to me be-
cause there are streams of the legal 

profession where you can do a lot of 
good.

I went on to become the junior girl 
at a printing and packaging compa-
ny called Morrison Walker in Smith 
Street Fitzroy, and I never le� . It was 
the best experience a girl could ever 
have because they were just such nice 
people.

I always tended to ask questions, or 
I’d get an idea and say ‘If we do it this 
way it’ll be a li� le bit quicker’.

I was 16 and I had wonderful wom-
en above me. � ey’d say ‘We’re giv-
ing you a job for yourself - you are in 
charge of doing the ledger for one of 
the subsidiaries’. � en they gave me 
the payroll to do and gradually, not 
that I noticed it, I was being given 
more and more things to do.

I kept asking questions.
Are you a curious person by na-

ture? Yes, even now I’m curious about 
all sorts of things and I still ask a lot of 
questions.

I grew up in a family where my father 
was an engineer but was curious about 
a lot of things - he loved � ora and fau-
na. My mother and brother were very 
curious too and it was something that 
was really encouraged in our family.

When I was a child I used to com-
plain that there were no novels in the 
house, but now if I had to choose be-
tween � ction and non-� ction I would 
choose non-� ction.

I want the books that will teach me 
things and tell me how and why. 

You used to breed kelpies - how 
did that come about?

When I was just about to turn 21 
my brother got me a pure-bred kelpie 
pup. She was lovely. I wasn’t think-
ing about anything else about loving 
this dog, but as I watched her grow I 
thought “I’d love to work sheep with 
you, I reckon that’d be beaut. I’ll take 
you in the show ring and see how you 
go.

We had a small holding near Mel-
bourne and we had about half a dozen 
sheep and one night I was struggling 
to get the sheep in the stable, and the 
dog just took o�  and rounded them 
up.

We had an interruption with that 
dream when I went to ful� l anoth-
er dream with a girlfriend when we 
sailed to England.

When I got back I decided to breed 
kelpies. I bred a li� er and they were 

beautiful, and I sold them as working 
dogs. � e reports I got back let me 
know I’d bred something good, and I 
was so happy.

� at opened up a whole new world 
to me as part of the farming commu-
nity and I was like a sponge. 

� en I decided I wanted to know 
about genetics - the whole thing was 
opening up and I loved it. I bred kel-
pies from 1957 until 1964 when I got 
married, and I was pregnant with my 
oldest child. I decided not to breed 
and show dogs any more because I 
didn’t agree with carting kids around 
shows, so my kennel dogs became my 
pets.

Someone said to my husband Allan 
‘You must really love that woman, be-
cause look at all those dogs she’s got.’ I 
only had seven. 

Your � rst husband died when 
you’d been married not quite three 

years. How did you meet your sec-
ond husband?

Russ bred boxer dogs and I met him 
through that in a round-about way. He 
loved my mother’s cooking  and he 
was very good with the children, he 
treated them like his own. 

He had 10 boxer dogs, but by the 
time we were married we were down 
to two, and two pups.

You have been involved with a 
lot of community groups over the 
years - friends of the library, the 
show commi� ee, the historical so-
ciety, pony club, meals on wheels 
- what has a� racted you to those 
things?

When my children went to kinder-
garten I couldn’t always be involved 
with the kindergarten because I was a 
widow and it was a bit frantic.

By the time I married Russ I decided 
that I would go to mothers club and 
I would take part in the school things 
that were needed and that was great 
because it occurred as Russ and I were 
building our family.

I’d go out and work on the canteen, 
and get involved in whatever I could.

We had moved to Beech Forest, we 
hadn’t been there long, and a lady 
invited me to join the CWA. I wasn’t 
sure, but Russ encouraged me and it 
was the best thing I ever did. � ere 
were 11 women and 13 li� le kids and 
they were the greatest bunch of peo-
ple. It opened up a whole di� erent 
world again. 

When I moved to Numurkah in 
1983 I didn’t join the CWA but I did 
join the school parents and friends 
group. I didn’t come into meetings 
because they were held at night and I 
was out of town but I would work on 
the canteen and I was willing to help 
out at whatever they asked.

O� en it was things that my children 
were involved in, but it was also just 
places where I thought I could help 
out.

If I see a gap and I have a skill that I 
can use to � ll it, I will. 

With the Ag Society, I joined be-

cause I love shows and what they 
bring to the community - the whole 
community. When the last people are 
leaving the showgrounds at six o’clock 
on show day and they’ve had a great 
time, there’s no be� er feeling. 

I used to read to the residents at Pi-
oneers Lodge. I did that for � ve or six 
years and I used to enjoy it, but one 
day I looked around and suddenly 
thought ‘this looks like me now’ I saw 
myself in them and I just couldn’t go 
back for some reason. 

Before I moved to Numurkah I was 
a Brownie leader. My daughter Marga-
ret was in Brownie’s but she wanted to 
leave because she was bored. Brown 
Owl was leaving so I decided to be-
come a Brown Owl because I wanted 
Margaret to stay in Brownies.

We put Michael into cubs and Russ 
became an assistant cub leader.

We’d get the Cubs and Brownies out 
to the farm a� er school and on week-
ends, because you could do that in 
those days.

Russ died when we’d been married 
for six years. I was lucky because we’d 
moved back to a property that I’d 
bought next door to my brother a� er 
my � rst husband died, so I had family 
nearby. 

You seem like a can-do person - if 
you see something that needs to be 
done you’ll do it. Does that sound 
about right?

If a have a skill I’ll use it. � ere are 
lots of people like that if you look 
around. I think everybody’s di� erent 
and they do things according to their 
own abilities. People do what they can 
when they can.

For young people today  - people 
aged 20 to 50 - it’s much harder to be 
involved than it used to be when I was 
young.

� ere isn’t the time now, there are 
so many more demands on their time. 
� e pressure of raising children and 
giving them a range of experiences is 
very di�  cult.
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A CUPPA WITH DOMA CUPPA WITH DOM

Well known smile ... Marj 
Porter’s curiosity and will-
ingness to use her skills 
for good has led to many 
adventures. 

Hobby ... As a young 
woman Marj’s love 
for her kelpie Dusky 
led to her becoming 
a breeder. 

Always ready to fi ll a need
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CUT OUT AND KEEP

Coronavirus:
You must take action 
to save lives in  
your community.

OFFICIAL MEDICAL ADVICE

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

Stay at home unless absolutely necessary. Banks, supermarkets/groceries, petrol stations, 
medical services and suppliers will remain open. You must avoid non-essential travel.

You must stay 2 arms lengths 
away from others and wash 
your hands for 20 seconds.

Exercise away from others.Gatherings of 2 people max 
are being enforced, with the 
exception of households, 
work and education.

If you can, work from home. Use phones for meetings and stop handshaking. 
Tap to pay where possible instead of using cash.
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Visit of Railways Commissioners.—Yesterday 
morning the Railways Commissioners passed through 
Numurkah on an inspection of the Goulburn Valley 
lines.

They were met at the station by numbers of towns-
men and several requests were made to them. To an 
application by Messrs J. F. Bedwell and R. Kilpatrick 
that better trucking accommodation be provided at 
the station. Mr Norman said the request was a reason-
able one, and promised to have the present sheep yards 
remodelled and new drafting run made. Answering a 
complaint voiced by Mr G. Bitcon that the passenger 
traffic was hung up in order that the goods trains could 
be run through, Mr Norman said the defect had been 
remedied.

Extra goods trains had had to be provided, but pas-
senger traffic was interfered with as little as Possible. The 
trouble was caused by the congestion of traffic at border 
stations. Refusals were received to requests made by 
Messrs A McPherson (for a new station) and R. J. Wat-
ters that more trucks be provided for the conveyance of 
chaff and that tarpaulins be made available for covering 
chaff stacked at the station for want of trucks.

WATER COMMISSION’S TOUR.
NUMURKAH VISITED TOMORROW.

The Water Supply Commission is making a tour of 
the districts that are supplied by the Eastern Goulburn 
channel, and in order to gain as much information as 
possible regarding existing and proposed supplies, the 
whole of the district will be covered.

Numurkah will be visited tomorrow (Thursday), the 
Commission lunching here, and afterwards continu-
ing their inspection to the north and along the Broken 
Creek. It is the desire of the Commission to view as 
much of the territory as possible that will be served by 
the Murray scheme.

The Commission will the same evening visit Nathalia, 
where a public meeting will be held, commencing at 7 
p.m.

PERSONAL.
A feeling of profound sorrow pervaded the town yes-

terday when it became known that Mr James Dick had 
passed away at the residence of his sister (Mrs Argall) 
during the previous night. The late Mr Dick was a famil-
iar figure in Numurkah life up to a couple of years ago, 
when failing health caused him to give up his duties with 
the shire.

He had been a servant of the Numurkah Shire for over 
20 years and during the whole of that time had had the 
esteem and confidence of his fellow employees, council-
lors and the public. He was a most conscientious official, 
and was always prepared to overlook, failure to carry out 
his instructions properly providing there was evident an 
intention to do so. 

In this way he rarely had trouble with the ratepayers, 
and a request made by “Jim” Dick was always looked on 
as reasonable. He used tack and commonsense in the 
carrying out of his duties, and the shire has lost an officer 
it will find very hard to replace. In private life the late Mr 
Dick was of a rather retiring nature but anything for the 
good of the town, and for the young people in particu-
lar, found in him a ready supporter. He had been in bad 
health for some years, but lately had appeared much im-
proved, and despite his good age (he was over 70 years 
old) his friends had hopes of seeing him once more 
about the town. Sincere sympathy is felt for his sister in 
her affliction.

A Bovine Freak.—On Mr Matthew Crawford’s 
farm, Ulupna West, a few days ago, one of his calves 
gave birth to three calves. One of the triplet was perfectly 
normal, but the other two were joined together at the 
hind quarters. Mr Crawford kindly forwarded a rough 
sketch of the freak, which shows the calves to be fully de-
veloped, but joined together, as stated, with the two tails 
showing above the backs.

The normal calf is alive and doing well. One of the 
freaks was dead when born, and the other lived only a 
short time. We have retained the sketch to show to any 
of our readers interested.

This week in 1920 ... 
To celebrate the State Library of Victoria’s 

digitising of the war years editions of the Numurkah 
Leader, each week we will include the news of the 
week, 100 years ago.

To view these editions online go to trove.nla.gov.
au/ndp/del/title/591.

CASUAL Fridays is a tradition loved 
by o�  ce workers across the world - at 
least by those in  workplaces that em-
brace it.

However, with so many people now 
working from home, wearing your 
com� est gear whilst you a� ack the 
day’s to-do list isn’t really a novelty any 
more. 

With this in mind, one Nathalia Face-
book group has turned the tradition 
on its head and created Formal Fridays 
instead, encouraging locals to greet the 
last day of the working week in their 
most glamorous formal a� ire. 

� e group’s creator Andrea Fahey 
told the Leader it was a way to help peo-
ple stay connected whilst in isolation.

“One of the things I love most about 
Nathalia is that there is such a strong 
sense of community - there are over 
100 special interest groups in and 
around town,” she said.

“But at the moment those groups 
can’t meet, and you can’t even bump 
into people down the street and stop 
for a chat, so people aren’t connecting 
anywhere near as much as they usually 
do.

Andrea said that, with everyone just 
staying home, there was no reason to 
dress up, which was a shame.

“Dressing up every now and then 
makes you feel special and brings out a 
di� erent side of your personality,” she 
said.

“I thought encouraging people to 
share photos of themselves all dressed 
up as they self-isolate at home would 
be a fun way for people to connect and 
have a bit of a laugh and share doing 
something together, even if they’re 
apart.”

Andrea said she was reluctant to be 
the group’s cover-girl, because she 
didn’t want it to just be the Andrea 
show. 

Enter Donna Hicks.
“Andrea reached out to me to get the 

ball rolling, and I thought ‘why not’?” 
Donna said.

“I’ve been working in the commu-
nity for 38 years and everyone knows 

me and I don’t mind having a laugh at 
myself.”

Donna, who is Nathalia’s community 
librarian, appears on the page in a pink 
and lemon chi� on gown, riding the 
lawn mower and digging the vegetable 
garden. 

“I thought it was something e� ortless 
we could do to cheer people up a bit 
and have a laugh,” she said.

“Also, I might never get a chance to 
wear that dress again, so why not get it 
out of the cupboard now?”

Former Nathalia local Michelle Gor-
man also appears on the Facebook 
page, and said the idea was tailor made 
for her.

“Anyone who knows me knows I love 
ge� ing dressed up - I love murder mys-
tery nights and old time dances and 
balls where you get to dress up,” she 
said.

“I’ve really been missing having the 
chance to dress up and go out through 
all this and the Facebook group gave 
me a good excuse to get the dress ups 
out.

“� e other ladies really inspired me 
with their photos, but I’m not a garden-
er so I thought the red carpet and the 
red curtains in my lounge room felt like 
the theatre and that was a much be� er 
� t for me.”

As well as well-turned out ladies, the 
group’s page features photos of some 
seriously spi� y, but possibly not very 
practical, personal protective masks.

� is week, the group evolved to em-
brace the trend of dressing up to take 
out your rubbish bins - the only outing 
a lot of people are ge� ing from one 
week to the next - encouraging locals to 
join people across the world in enter-
taining themselves with a li� le self-iso-
lation silliness.

So, if you’re over that way and you’ve 
got the perfect out� t that hasn’t seen 
the light of day in a while, get it out of 
the wardrobe, get it on, accessorise like 
mad and post a pic to the Bin Isolation 
Outings & Formal Friday - Nathalia & 
District page. 

What else have you got to do?

Turning casual Friday on its head in Nathalia

Pause to say 
thank you

RIGHT now we are facing the 
most signi� cant challenge and 
threat to our way of life since the 
Second World War. 

� e coronavirus pandemic has 
changed the way we live, and it 
will change how we observe one 
of our nation’s most sacred days 
this year — Anzac Day.

� ere will be no marches, no 

parades and no gun� re breakfasts 
or games of two-up at your local 
RSL, but Anzac Day has not been 
cancelled and we will continue to 
pause this year to honour our ser-
vicemen and women.

Australians are at their best 
when we come together to sup-
port one another and, while we 
cannot physically gather to com-
memorate the service and sacri-
� ce of our defence personnel, we 
can show them our respect.

Whether it’s a solitary driveway 
tribute, baking Anzac biscuits, a 

small ceremony with your house-
hold, sharing a message for our 
service personnel, or watching the 
televised service from the Austral-
ian War Memorial on the morning 
of April 25, I encourage everyone 
to pause, re� ect and say a simple 
‘thank you for your service’.

Teach your children about the 
importance of the day and the 
service of the original ANZACs 
as well as the service of the almost 
two million Australians who have 
served over more than a century.

� ink of those who are current-

ly serving, both in Australia and 
abroad.

And re� ect on the more than 
102,000 who have died in wars, 
con� icts and peacekeeping oper-
ations whose names are inscribed 
on the walls of the Australian War 
Memorial.

Anzac Day is now more impor-
tant than ever and we will remem-
ber them.

Lest we forget.
Darren Chester MP
Minister for Veterans’ A� airs 

and Defence Personnel

At home on the red carpet 
... Michelle Gorman gets 
the sequins out for a turn 
around her lounge room. 

Cover girl ... Donna Hicks saw a 
good chance to wear her evening 
gown and spread a bit of cheer 
through the Formal Fridays group.

THE Victorian Government has announced 
emergency support to help regional print me-
dia survive, and ensure all Victorians have the 
information they need to protect themselves, 
slow the spread of coronavirus and save lives.

Many regional papers were already strug-
gling due to the e� ects of drought and bush-
� res on local businesses and advertising. � e 
added and signi� cant impact of coronavirus 
on the economy has forced some regional 
mastheads to shut their doors, while others 
are on the brink.  

While the Numurkah Leader continues to 
be able to publish its weekly edition, readers 
will note the decreasing number of pages and 
welcomes the State Government’s announce-
ment.

“In our 115 years in circulation, the Leader

has never missed printing an issue, not even 
when � re gu� ed our o�  ce on a Wednesday 
morning in 1987,” Leader editor Beverley 
Hutchins said.

“Hopefully we can continue this through 
these di�  cult times, although we will need 
more than one page of government advertis-
ing to do that.”

To help local papers survive, the government 
has guaranteed to book one page of print ad-
vertising and digital advertising in more than 
100 regional outlets each week for six months.

� e immediate and reliable source of income 
will help these businesses – which are the pub-
lic record of towns and regions throughout 
Victoria – get through the worst of the crisis 
and rebuild.

� e $4.7 million package has been devel-

oped in consultation with the Victorian Coun-
try Press Association.

� e advertising boost will also help the gov-
ernment get the message out to Victorians that 
we all have a role to play in slowing the spread 
of the virus by staying home, protecting our 
health system and saving lives.

“We’re giving regional papers the certainty 
and support they need to keep writing, keep 
printing and keep employing Victorians,” Pre-
mier Daniel Andrews said.

“We need to get the message out to every 
corner of the state – stay home, protect the 
health system and save lives. � is investment 
will help us do that.”

“Coronavirus does not discriminate – so it’s 
vital every Victorian knows what to do to pro-
tect themselves and their loved ones, wherever 
they live.”

Emergency help for regional newspapers
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 An important message from the Victorian Government

Stay informed at coronavirus.vic.gov.au

Shopping for food and  
supplies that you need.

Work and education  
– if necessary.

STAGE 3 RESTRICTIONS  
ARE NOW IN PLACE.    

 That means there are only four reasons to be out.

Medical care 
and caregiving.

Exercise.

AS self-isolation requirements keep us all at 
home, many people have been � lling those extra 
hours spent around the house with � nally get-
ting around to cleaning out the cupboards.

However, as cathartic as a good clean-out is, 
and as much as they appreciate people’s gener-
osity, local charity shops are asking us all to hang 
on to all the goodies we have put in the ‘donate’ 
pile for now.

With the COVID-19 virus able to stay on sur-
faces for days, op-shops can’t take the risk of ex-
posing their sta� , volunteers and customers to 
the virus through contact with donated goods. 

Numurkah Vinnies op-shop manager Shona 
Spokes told the Leader the store simply doesn’t 
have the capacity to disinfect donated goods, 
which it would currently be required to do in 
light of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“With the current situation, we’ve had to make 
some adjustments to ensure the safety of our 
volunteers and customers, and unfortunately 
that means we have had to stop accepting donat-
ed goods at the shop,” she said.

“We are able to re-stock the store from goods 
received from the Vinnies warehouse, so we do 
have new stock coming in for people to buy, but 
we can’t receive goods directly from the public 
at the moment.”

Anything le�  at the donation point at the rear 
of the Melville Street shop during the pandemic 
period will, unfortunately, end up in land� ll.

“We do appreciate the fact that people want to 
help us out through donating goods, but we just 
can’t take them at the moment.”

Ms Spokes said that they will be happy to re-
ceive goods again when the pandemic is over, 
but even then they would appreciate if people 
spread their donations out for a li� le while. 

“We know a lot of people have been having a 
clear-out, which is terri� c, but if everyone brings  
in everything they’ve put aside at once, it will be 
a tsunami for us!

“If people could maybe just bring in one bag or 
box a week, that would be wonderful.”

Gemma Pugh, manager of Numurkah’s Red 
Cross op-shop, which has been closed since 
early March at the direction of Red Cross head 
o�  ce, echoed Ms Spokes’ comments.

“If people can keep their goods bagged or 
boxed up and safe at home, and donate them to 
us  when we re-open, that would be wonderful,” 
she said.

“It is a shame that we are not able to be open 
to support people who need our help right now, 
but the safety of our volunteers and customers 
is paramount.

“We will keep people updated, and let the 
community know as soon as we are ready to re-
open.”

PALS op-shop has also been closed for several 
weeks, much to the disappointment of PALS cli-
ents, who love working in the shop.

PALS Numurkah manager Linda Boyd said 
whilst PALS clients, and customers, love the 
interaction the shop provides, under current cir-
cumstances, closing was the only option.

“Our clients are in a vulnerable category, as 
many of them have underlying health issues 
along with disabilities, and that puts them at 
high risk of bad outcomes from COVID-19,” 
she said.

Like the other op-shops, PALS is asking peo-
ple to save their donations of goods until a� er 
the pandemic.

“It hasn’t been too much of an issue here in Nu-

murkah, but our Cobram shop has been overrun 
with donations at times, which causes a real is-
sue as other people come along and go through 
the things that are le� , which creates a huge risk 
of cross-contamination,” Ms Boyd said.

Although the Vinnies shop did close for two 
weeks while new protocols were worked out, 
it is once again open for business from 10am - 
2pm Monday to Friday.

“We are still donating money to people who 
were a� ected by the bush� res,” Ms Spokes said.  

“� ose people are still really in need of help, 
so we wanted to keep the doors open so that we 
can continue to raise money for them.”

For people in the local community in need of 
assistance, help is available at Vinnies from 10-
10.30am each Monday and Friday, but in the 
interests of social distancing, Vinnies prefers 
people to phone instead of visiting.

“We are still very much here for the commu-
nity, we’re just needing to do things a li� le dif-
ferently at the moment. If people really need to 
come in they still can, but if they want to give us 
a call, or leave a message or slip a note under the 
door if the shop is closed, that would be great 
for now.

Op-shops closed to donations

No donations for now please ... Vinnies is 
unable to accept donations at the moment 
as it lacks the capacity to disinfect them.

WHILST Earth grapples with the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, space carries on uncon-
cerned, but from tonight it will provide 
a spectacle which may lighten the mood 
somewhat here on the terrestrial plane.

� e Lyrid meteor shower, one of the 
oldest meteor shows on record, will light 
the night skies starting tonight - with 10 
to 18 meteors expected to shoot across 
the sky per hour.

� e Lyrid meteor shower, which was 
� rst sighted more than 2700 years ago, 
is visible each April when Earth’s orbit 
crosses paths with that of Comet � atch-
er which orbits the sun about once every 
415 years.

Comet � atcher loses pieces of itself 
that go � ying into our upper atmosphere 
at 177,000 kilometres per hour in the 
form of Lyrid - which gets its name from 
the Lyra constellation.

Lyrid usually appears between April 16 
and 25, but this year, the display is due 
from April 22 to April 23, and in good 
news for sky watchers everywhere, it can 
be seen around the world – pending clear 
skies.

� e best time to see slower, longer me-
teors - called earthgrazers - that streak 
horizontally across the sky, and some of 
them have trails that glow for seconds 
a� er the meteor has disappeared, is just 
before midnight, and soon a� er.

For the best viewing, star gazers should 
allow their eyes to adjust to the dark for 
about 20 minutes and move away from 
arti� cial light and lay on the � oor looking 
up to the sky.

And keep an eye out for a grouping 
of Jupiter, Saturn and Mars in the sky, 
which, according to NASA, won’t happen 
again for a couple of years.

Meteor 
shower on 
show tonight
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ADVERTISING
DEADLINES
Classifi ed 
Line Ads:
12 noon 
Tuesday

Display Ads:
Bookings by 

12 noon
Monday

Ph: 5862 1034
88 Melville St

Numurkah

5862 1034 • printads@leader.net.au

Talk to us!
We can organise all your 

advertising needs in 
one easy step.

Need to
advertise

regionally?
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In Memoriam
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AGISTMENT
 WANTED

FOR 10 DAIRY HEFFERS
Contact 0417 995 230

 Peter Cox & Sons 
Funeral Directors P/L

Cnr Meiklejohn and Quinn Sts., Numurkah
CARING, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, 

TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Phone 5862 3047
24 hours – 7 days a week

 TUTTLES
— FUNERAL SERVICES —

Phone 1300 858 333
Caring 24 hour service

Inc. Binger & Tuttle, Limbrick & Tuttle, 
Numurkah Funeral Services

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

FUNE� LS
Professional service 

and chapel
at a� ordable prices

 5862 2332
IVAN NEWBY             

PETER K� KE

TOOLS — Typhoon 
socket set $125, 
Suntech air ratchet 
set $50, Project Air 
Compressor 7A - 
comp 30 two outlets 
$175, Makita electric 
chain saw UC 40209 
$125. Yarrawonga 
area.
Ph: 0417 055 149.
_________________

BOURKE —
Edward John
Late of Nathalia
3.10.1949-14.4.2020
Eddie passed away 
suddenly on his 
‘beloved farm’.
Dearly loved and 
loving husband of 
Moira.
Adored father of 
Dan, Libby and 
Anna, and father-in-
law of Caitlin.
Cherished “Eddie” to 
Ava, Elke and Lara.

A true gentleman 
gone too soon.

A celebration of Ed’s 
life will be held at a 
later date.

Owen Mohan 
Funerals
5821 2884

PATRICK —
Donald Ernest.
19.4.1934-12.4.2020
Loved husband 
of Billie, father of 
David, grandfather of 
Liam and Caitlin.
Loved brother and 
brother-in-law of 
Alan and Pat (both 
dec.), Iris and Fred 
Pendlebury, and Ian 
and Beverley.
Fond uncle to their 
families.

At Peace

Samuel
Mansfi eld
April 23, 1999
Happy 21st 

Birthday
to our much loved 
son and brother.
Best wishes for a 
wonderful future 

full of love, health,  
happiness and 

dreams come true.
Love from Mum, 
Dad, Stephanie, 

Kate, Luke, Adam 
and Matthew

TO ALL OUR COMMUNITY 
Sale of ANZAC tokens 

Due to the current coronavirus lock down, 
it will have been noticed that no on-street 
sale of tokens has occured. Instead RSL 
Victoria has set up a secure and simple 

online site for donations 
www.anzacappeal.com.au

The Numurkah sub branch of RSL will receive 
its normal welfare share from this site.

Thank you to all our supporters
David Geddes 

Appeals Offi cer

NUMURKAH LEADER

GEOFF
EDDY
BUILDER

Buildings & Alterations
of Quality Homes

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations
MOBILE

0418 326 478
NumurkahReg No. DB-U6526
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Reg No DBU24094

Specialising in:
• New Homes • Pergolas • Reroofi ng

Specialising in septic systems
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

Matt: 0407 046 331  Phil: 0419 360 905 
Mark: 0427 646 231

Reg No DBU24094

Numurkah Building & Plumbing P/LNumurkah Building & Plumbing P/L
Numurkah Sand and GravelNumurkah Sand and Gravel
Ph: Ph: Kris -Kris - 0437 073 244    0437 073 244   Ash -Ash - 0418 879 636 0418 879 636

Truck and dogs • Water truck hire • Loader hire • Road grader at 140m 
1xgps • Excavator 2x20t 1x30t gps  • White rock • Cream and red granite 

• Hill rock • 20mm - 40mm brown rock • Blue rock (various sizes) • 
Stone dust • Washed pebbles (various sizes) • Agg rock and Septic 

rock • Garden topsoil • Packing sand • Lawn sand • Washed river sand • 
Commix • Compost • Mulch and barks

NEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAHNEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAH

BIRTHDAYS

DEATHS DEATHSFOR SALE FOR SALE

telfords.com.au

REAL. CUSTOM. SHEDS.
Looking for a custom built shed... 
Give Telfords a call today.

Shepparton (Head Office)

(03) 5821 4399
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FARMERS are immensely practical people – they deal with the sit-
uation at hand, do the best they can with what they’ve got, and don’t 
waste a lot of time on what-ifs.

So it’s not surprising that when the Leader asked Brodie McIntosh if, 
given the opportunity to turn professional, he’d have won an Interna-
tional Practical Shooting Confederation (IPSC) world championship 
by now, he answers like the farmer he is.

“Given the same opportunities as the guys I compete against, I like to 
think I’d be world champion, but who knows?” he said.

“It’s nice to think that, what if, what could be, but it isn’t what is, so it’s 
a question I’ll never have the answer to.

“� e thing about the world championships is, there are 10 to 15 peo-
ple who, on any given day, could have an absolute blinder and you can’t 
get near them.”

For the past 20 years Brodie McIntosh has been one of those people.
Brodie got into pistol shooting by chance when, aged 19, a friend 

mentioned that he was heading to Cobram Pistol Club to do some 
shooting.

“I had no idea there was a pistol club just up the road, but when I 
found out, I de� nitely wanted to have a go at that, so I tagged along.”

At the time, in 1993, Cobram Pistol Club was just starting to shoot 
the IPSC discipline and Brodie took to it immediately.

“I thought ‘I like this and I think I could be good at it’ and it just kind 
of snowballed from there.”

While his mate dropped o� , Brodie kept going and he competed in 
his � rst Australian titles the following year, placing 48th and being 
awarded best rookie.

From there things escalated quickly, and Brodie came fourth the 
following year, third the year a� er and � rst two years later. � ough he 
failed to place in 1997 and 1999 due to gun malfunctions, in 2000 he 
started a 13 year winning streak, broken only by him missing the 2014 
nationals for the birth of his oldest child.

Since then, Brodie has walked away without the title just once.
All up, out of 25 a� empts at the Australian title, Brodie has emerged 

victorious 19 times.
When the Victorian IPSC association needed a new trophy � ve years 

ago, they named it the Brodie McIntosh Perpetual Trophy. Having won 
the state title the past four years, Brodie’s name is still the only one on 
that trophy.

Competing in the open division - the Formula One of IPSC - Brodie 
is so dominant in the sport in Australia that he is literally the bench-
mark by which other pistol shooters are judged,

“A� er around � ve years of competing at a national level I reached 
grandmaster status, which is an honorary grade that you can only 
achieve by shooting 95% of the leading grandmaster’s score two years 
in a row,” Brodie said.

“When I � rst started there were six grandmasters in Australia, and 
because you can lose the grade if you don’t shoot that percentage, there 
is an opportunity there to get rid of grandmasters, so I set myself the 
goal of ge� ing rid of all the other grandmasters.

“I was able to do that for about 10 years. I was winning by 150 to 200 
points which is a 10% to 12% margin.”

Brodie’s mission to knock o�  the other grandmasters is a prime ex-
ample of one of the major reasons he cites for his long reign at the top 
– goal se� ing.

“My goal when I � rst started was to try and win a state title, then it was 
try and win a national title. When I achieved that, in order the keep that 
drive, it was try and win back to back nationals and then that it was try 
and win three in a row.

“It’s very easy to get stagnant and not achieve your potential if you 
don’t set and reset goals; it’s a very important part of your training and 
preparation. You don’t want to set your goals to a speci� c thing nec-
essarily and say ‘I want to beat this person’ because you may � nd you 
will do just enough to achieve that goal and you may beat that person 
but you are potentially limiting yourself to that person’s ability and not 
ful� lling your full potential.

“A� er a certain point, winning became relatively easy, but I was win-
ning matches but not shooting well from my point of view. I was still 
ge� ing the result, but there’s no satisfaction in going to a competition 
and winning the match but shooting badly, so I needed to set myself a 
goal of something beyond that.

Local Sporting LegendsLocal Sporting Legends
Getting to know our local sporting greats
HERE at the Leader we know that for 
those who start reading the newspaper 
from the back page, the cancellation of 
sporting competitions locally, nationally 
and globally has hit hard. 
With little to no sport being played live, 
there is little to nothing new to report - 

but that doesn’t mean there’s nothing 
at all to report sports-wise.
Scratch the surface, and the 
Numurkah district has a large number 
of seemingly ordinary residents who 
have achieved remarkable things in a 
wide variety of sporting fi elds.

So, each week, we speak to one such 
local each week - at least until sport 
starts back up.
After all, just because we can’t get 
together for a chat doesn’t mean we 
can’t get to know each other a bit 
better.

Hitting his goals on target

A gun in our midst ... 
Katunga dairy farmer 
Brodie McIntosh rules 
the targets of IPSC pistol 
shooting on the Australian, 
and world, stage. 
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Little to change for bowlers
CHANGES to be implemented by 

Bowls Victoria to remove a third tier 
of governance will have very li� le im-
pact on local lawn bowlers, according 
to Central Murray Goulburn Region 
president, Alan Rogers.

“� ere are currently three division 
presidents, three division secretaries, 
as well as a region chair and secretary,” 
Rogers said.

“Instead, when these changes are 
implemented, there will be two match 
commi� ees of about seven to nine 
people, who will run the bowls for 
their own playing areas, under the di-
rection of the new region board.”

While there are currently three di-
visions playing in CGM, the Central 
division is set be disbanded, its clubs 
being absorbed into surrounding com-
petitions.

“� e current structure has been in 
place for 10 years so it is best practice 
to review it. Some regions already have 
a best practice set up and the Central 
Goulburn Murray is an important area 
for bowls, hosting prestigious events 
such as the Victorian open, and we 
want to make sure that continues into 

the future.”
For Murray division bowlers, things 

should remain pre� y much how they 
are now, Rogers said.

� e changes are not expected to 
become e� ective until July 1, 2021, 
although Bowls Victoria has said that 
it would encourage and support any 
region able to complete the process by 
July this year.

“It’s been very di�  cult, because we 
can’t get together to meet and have the 
discussions we need,” Rogers said.

“We’ve tried online meetings, but it is 
proving di�  cult.”

Bowls Victoria has said that club 
members would probably see a de-
crease in a�  liation fees, as a result of 
amalgamating divisions into regions, 
on the basis that certain � xed costs 
such as honorariums and state event 
prize monies will not need to be du-
plicated.

Typically, clubs pay an a�  liation 
fee to their division and, within this 
amount, a fee is payable to the region 
for the purpose of managing state 
event � nals and representative region 
championships.

For the governing body, the overall 
factor in making this change is to coun-
ter the ongoing loss of volunteers and 
to lessen the burden on o�  ce bearers 
in the existing divisions.

“I don’t know if it is the right or 
wrong thing to do,” Rogers said, “but 
it’s the way forward.”

“Similar things have happened in 
other sports, even at club level, and we 
need to move with the times.

“We know we can’t play during the 
current circumstances so this is a real 
opportunity to improve the adminis-
tration of our sport.  A key factor in the 
new governance model and bounda-
ry review is the change from having 
de� ned divisions to allow regions to 
choose their own playing areas.

“� is could possibly open the way for 
something like a premier league in the 
country, and possibly a paid person to 
run the whole area, similar to what the 
AFL does now, but that is all just con-
jecture.

“For now, things won’t change too 
much for Murray and Goulburn Valley 
division bowlers.”

Opportune time ... CGM Region president Alan Rogers said, with no 
bowls able to be played at the moment, it proved a real opportunity to 
improve the sport’s administration.

Local Sporting LegendsLocal Sporting Legends
“As a grandmaster I was trying to shoot to the best of my ability - 

my goals went along those lines, trying to win by a certain margin 
- 5% then 10% , then trying to win every stage.”

Most national competitions are 18 stages over three days, state 
titles are usually 12 to 14 stages over two days.

IPSC courses can best be described as giant obstacle courses, 
where competitors move through a walled course, shooting a 
range of targets along the way. 

“I try to win every stage now, which is a really tall order because, 
while the basic premise is a mix of speed and accuracy, you’ve got 
di� erent physical things you have to negotiate on di� erent targets.

“Some are more accuracy based, they might be at 50 metres, and 
the speed shoot stages might be a metre out to � ve or ten metres.

“� e level I shoot at, the scoring zone is about the size of a 
business size envelope and you’re trying to put two shots in that 
at around 11/100ths of a second. It’s very, very fast and with a 
100mm barrel length on a handgun, a 1mm movement at the 
muzzle equates to 34 inches at 50 metres, so it’s very di�  cult to 
shoot an accurate shot at 50 metres, let alone 50 metres at speed.

“� e di� erence between � rst and � � h place on a stage may only 
be four to � ve points, so it’s tough, but that makes it a good chal-
lenge and a good goal.”

 Having well and truly conquered the sport in Australia, Brodie’s 
remaining, and enduring,  goal is to win a world championship.

Having competed in nine, Brodie has scored two third places.
� is is where being a working dairy farmer puts him at a disad-

vantage.
“Most of the people I compete with at an international level are 

professionals - all the guys from America and Europe are profes-
sionals,” he said.

“In Europe and America there is a much bigger market for the 
sport and those guys are sponsored by massive � rearm manufac-
turers and they basically live as professional athletes. � ey work 
Monday to Friday, go to the gym, train, do demonstrations for 
their sponsors and maybe compete on the weekends.

“� ey’ll consume 1,000 rounds of ammunition a week just in 
training. In three or four months leading up to a major competi-
tion I’ll shoot 3,000-4,000 rounds because it’s very, very expen-
sive.

“� e world and Australasian championships are always in Oc-
tober or November, which is harvest time for me, so in the lead 
up I’m pu� ing in 18 hour days irrigating or cu� ing hay. In the two 
weeks beforehand I’m always going hell for leather trying to get 
away.

“When you get there, you need to acclimatise to the weather and 
range conditions. In di� erent atmospherics the gun recoils di� er-
ently, percussion is di� erent - it usually takes the � rst two days of 
the six day competition just to get used to it.”

� e 2017 world championships in France are a case in point to 
the advantages Brodie’s competitors have.

“Geographically, it’s a long way to get anywhere from here, but 
the France competition was very close for 90% of the other guys.

“It was going to take me 30 hours to get there, and I had planned 
to get there 48 hours before the competition and have a day to rest 
and a day to check out the course - which was phenomenal, and 
unlike anything I’d ever shot on before - whereas most of those 
guys got there two weeks before.

“My plane was delayed at Tullamarine just long enough to miss 
my connecting � ight in Dubai, so I ended up having a 24 hour 
stopover there that I hadn’t planned on.

“So in the end, we arrived, drove to range, registered and sighted 
in, and next day was the opening ceremony and the start of the 
competition.”

Even with all that, Brodie � nished sixth.
For all the disadvantages his lifestyle applies to his shooting am-

bitions, Brodie said there are also advantages.
“Because I’ve been a farmer all my life I have good stamina and 

work ethic - you work until the job’s done, not until you get tired,” 
he said. 

“I do well at world championship competitions because they run 
over � ve to six days - they are a ba� le of a� rition. � e longer they 
go, the be� er I perform, because I’m used to that hard slog.

“It’s funny to watch everybody get tired and mentally fatigued 
and drop o�  as I hit my stride and get going. But if they get too far 
away from you it’s too hard to catch up - you can’t play catch up, 
you have to maintain contact. You’ve got to be well rounded and 
mentally strong.”

Lacking the time and money to train by shooting volume, Bro-
die’s focus has always been on technique.

“In the last four or � ve years I’ve dropped o�  with the amount of 
training I do, I pre� y much train match to match.

“I approach shooting di� erently, I’m very technique based - a lot 
of the guys are volume based, because they can - they have the 
time and the money. But they have to maintain that, because if 
they don’t, their skill level will drop o� .

“I might not � re a round for three or four months, but it only 
takes me 100 rounds to be back at that level. 

“I developed that style of training, and I cross train and work on 
re� exes - you need to process information quickly, and that neural 
transmission is like a muscle, you need to train it.

“I do a lot of that type of work because I might not do a lot of 
work on the range because I don’t have the time and I don’t have 
the funds, but because I’ve done it di� erently for years, it works 
really well for me.”

One of the ways Brodie funds his shooting is by training other 
shooters; but even that’s about more than the money for him - it’s 
also about the challenge. 

“In the past few years I’ve been training people to get the skill 
level up, and some of those guys are really coming along and I’m 
starting to have to work a bit harder for matches now, which is 
good to see because it gives me drive and it gives them something 
to chase. 

“� ere are a lot of up and coming guys in Australia in their early 
20s to early 30s. It’s good from my point of view because it was 
ge� ing boring, but you can’t let them have it too easy.

“I train a guy who shoots in a di� erent division - I could see a 
lot of potential in him and he wanted to win a national title but he 
couldn’t quite get there. A� er training with me he won, which was 
just as gratifying for me.

“I can only train them in what I know, so that’s what I do. Some 
of the guys that I’ve been training have achieved grandmaster sta-
tus, which is good because it gives me someone to knock o� .

“It’s pre� y pointy at the top, and it’s hard to stay at the top be-
cause everybody is trying to knock you o� , but it’s good to give me 
that challenge of giving them a bigger stick and try and continue 
to fend them o� .

“It’s another way of experiencing the sport and ge� ing some-
thing out of it, but giving back as well.”

Brodie has no plans for retirement yet, with that elusive world ti-
tle remaining a major goal on the horizon - possibly to be achieved 

in � ailand this November  if the competition goes ahead with the 
current global situation.  

“I’m in a group with a couple of other guys I’ve shot with a lot 
over the past few years that we’re trying to win a world title at 50,” 
he said.

“I’m going to get there � rst.”

Benchmark ... Brodie McIntosh is such a legend in IPSC 
that the Victorian trophy is named after him.

Grandmaster ... As 
soon as Brodie McIntosh 
became a grandmaster 
he set himself a goal of 
being the only one.
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OUR DOORS ARE CLOSED
BUT WE ARE STILL 
HERE TO HELP YOU

The Numurkah Leader is running from behind closed doors due to COVID-19 
For all enquiries, ad bookings and classifi eds, and our printing, photo  and engraving services

please contact us via phone or email
5862 1034    printads@leader.net.au

NumurkahLEADER Still keeping you up to dateStill keeping you up to date

NumurkahLEADERNumurkahLEADER

Hitting 
goals 

on 
target

Brodie McIntosh’s place at the top of IPSC pistol shooting in Australia has been virtually unassailable for 
the past 20 years.      See story pages 10 and 11.
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