
 Phone 5862 1034 – Fax 5862 2668  – Email - Editorial: editorial@leader.net.au - Advertising: printads@leader.net.au – Registered by Australia Post – Publication No. VA 1548

 NumurkahLEADER
$1.30WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2020

established 1895

INSIDE

See story page 7

See story page 12

See story page 11

Cuppa
with Adam

50 Years 
Hitched 

Bushfi re 
Cows

A TWO day operation by Cobram 
Highway Patrol throughout Moira 
Shire this month has resulted in four 
positive drug tests and 40 defect no-
tices for unsafe vehicles or loads.

Operation Unsafe was conducted 
as a result of the last two fatal colli-
sions in Moira Shire being directly 
related to vehicle safety aspects, in 
particular tyres, brakes and steering 
components. 

� e operation was conducted on 
April 16 and 23, with road blocks 
established on Goulburn Valley 
Highway Koonoomoo, Murray Val-
ley Highway Yarrawonga and Benal-
la Tocumwal Road Katamatite. 

A total of 61 vehicles were checked 
with 40 defect notices issued. Police 
also issued 22 penalty notices for 
o� ences including unsafe vehicles, 
unsafe combination of trailer and 

vehicle, unsecure loads, exceeding 
mass and dimension o� ences and 
unregistered vehicles and trailers. 

A truck driver will be summonsed 
to a� end court for � ve tra�  c o� enc-
es a� er being detected in Yarrawon-
ga driving whilst suspended, with 
an unsecure load and returning a 
positive drug test on April 16.

Police said they want to remind 
drivers that vehicle safety is a ma-
jor cause of collisions in the state 
of Victoria, and a basic check of the 
vehicle prior to driving could save a 
life - tyres, lights, windscreens and 
loads within the vehicle are easy to 
check. 

Due to the success of Operation 
Unsafe, Cobram Highway Patrol 
will be conducting further opera-
tions of this nature in the coming 
months. 

Operation nabs drug drivers 
and unsafe vehicles

Senior Constable Kevin King

Constable Josh Prestney
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REMEMBER
Leading Senior Constable Lynette Taylor
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THE Department of Health and 
Human Services’ (DHHS) regular 
update of COVID-19 cases by local 
government area (LGA) has made 
interesting reading this week, with 
con� rmed cases in Moira Shire - 
which have been si� ing stable at 11 
for the past fortnight - dropping to 10 
on Monday before going back up to 
11 yesterday.

� e drop to 10 was explained by 
one case previously a� ributed to 
Moira being reallocated as a NSW 
case, with the Leader receiving 
con� rmation of that from a DHHS 
spokesperson.

“Data is continually analysed and 
clari� ed, so published numbers 
are always subject to change,” the 
spokesperson said.

“� ese changes in numbers can 
be for many reasons, including du-
plications and wrong postcodes re-
corded.

“It is worth noting that the data 
also re� ects the residential address 
the person nominates, however it 
is not necessarily where they were 
infected or where the case currently 
resides.”

However, whilst it is assumed that 
Tuesday’s return to a total of 11 
con� rmed cases represents a newly 
diagnosed case, the Leader has been 
unable to con� rm this.

With the list of Victorian case 
numbers released at 12.38pm, 
DHHS had not replied to our re-
quest for clari� cation before our 
publication deadline.

We have been able to establish, 
through local channels, that no cas-
es had been diagnosed at any NCN 
Health facilities, and neither GV 
Health or Yarrawonga Health had 
made any announcements of Moira 
Shire residents being newly diag-
nosed.

Moira virus numbers in doubt

ANZAC ISO 
TRIBUTE

� e Numurkah cenotaph was a solemn sight a� er Saturday’s Anzac dawn service. See story pages 2 and 3.
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Numurkah rises to the  occasion to honour our Anzacs

Tradition ... John Lycett, Geoff Stanyer, Ron Monk and Harry Baker raise a 
toast to our service people outside Pioneers Lodge.

Lest we forget  ... Kitarna, Greg and Ruby Smith usually attend the dawn 
service, but found another way to honour the Anzacs this year.

A light in the darkness ... Angela Deppeler’s tribute 
looked effective in the darkness outside her Numurkah 
home.

Tributes across the district ... Pam Borchard and her grandson created this Anzac tribute which they put on display outside her home at 
Invergordon.



Rising to remember ... Harry and Lyn Baker paid homage to 
our service men and women at their Paterson Street home.
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Numurkah rises to the  occasion to honour our Anzacs

Tribute at the gates
WHEN Je�  Stanyer in-

stalled a new front gate re-
cently, he was happy with the 
result, but found the appear-
ance of the large white fence 
posts a li� le jarring.

A navy man for 21 years, 
serving on the HMAS Perth 
and the HMAS Hobart, Je�  
came up with the perfect idea 
for a paint job, and his gates 
now proudly wear the col-
ours of his service ribbons.

Having served two tours of 
Vietnam, Je�  painted his gate 
posts, from top to bo� om, 
with the colours of the Viet-
nam campaign ribbons.

� e gates feature the green 
and white of the ribbon 
awarded by the Australian 
Government to Australians 
who served in the con� ict 

for 40 days or more, and the 
Vietnam campaign ribbon 
awarded by the government 
of the Republic of South Vi-
etnam, which features the red 
and yellow of the South Viet-
namese � ag. 

Je�  said it was an idea that 
came to him when staring at 
the gates, and one he thought 
would let people know that a 
Vietnam veteran lives there.

“I’ve had a few comments, 
and people seem to like 
them,” he said.

“It gave me something to do 
while I was stuck out here in 
isolation.”

As secretary and welfare 
o�  cer of both the Goulburn 
Valley Vietnam Veterans As-
sociation and the Numurkah 
RSL sub-branch, Je�  is usual-

ly out and about visiting vet-
erans and their families - an 
activity he can’t do right now.

“I’ve been writing le� ers to 
them to let them know I’m 
still here if there’s anything 
I can do from isolation, and 
that I’ll be back to visit them 
as soon as I can.”

Je�  said while he’s disap-
pointed by the cancellation 
of this year’s Anzac com-
memorations, he under-
stands the need for it.

As for the ways that Austral-
ians are � nding to commem-
orate the day under the cur-
rent conditions, he’s chu� ed.

“It’s excellent that people 
still want to mark the day and 
honour our service people. It 
makes us feel really proud of 
our communities.”

A Vietnam vet lives here ... Jeff Stanyer with his ‘mil-
itary’ gates and a former army jeep he rebuilt from the 
ground up.

WHEN the government 
announced that stage three 
coronavirus restrictions would 
mean the cancellation of tradi-
tional Anzac Day services, the 
disappointment across the en-
tire Australian community was 
palpable.

But the Australian spirit, with 
which Anzacs of all generations 
have distinguished themselves, 
has rarely been more on show 
as in our current isolation, and 
Numurkah residents called 
upon the creativity and deter-
mination that are its hallmarks 
to honour our brave service 
men and women on Saturday. 

In the days leading up to An-
zac Day, locals across the dis-
trict created tributes outside 
their homes, and on the morn-
ing itself, robbed of the chance 
to a� end the dawn service, as 
hundreds do each year, people 
stood in front of their homes 
with candles and cauldrons lit, 
to remember those who served.

As the Last Post rang out from 
the Numurkah memorial park 
at dawn, courtesy of the dedi-
cated bugle skills of Numurkah 
Town Band member Carol Sil-
vey, Numurkah RSL president 
Stuart Hipwell, secretary Je�  
Stanyer and treasurer Gerard 
Watson raised the � ags to half 
mast.

� ough they couldn’t be there 
to see the ceremony, made 
all the more poignant for its 
sparseness, hundreds of people 
across the district bowed their 
heads in remembrance.

� e ceremony was repeated at 
11am, with a small number of 
people who were in the vicini-
ty, at an appropriate social dis-
tance, pausing in remembrance.

“� ey shall grow not old, as 
we that are le�  grow old; Age 
shall not weary them, nor the 
years condemn. At the going 
down of the sun and in the 
morning We will remember 
them.”

A street of tributes ... Wattle Drive was alight with candles as 
dawn broke on Anzac Day.

Flying the fl ag for the fallen ... Marg and Barry Matthews held their own dawn service out-
side their Numurkah home.

Top brass ... Stuart Hipwell, Gerard Watson and Geoff Stanyer after Saturday’s service.
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We are now seeking your 
feedback on the draft 
2020/21 Budget and 
the 2020-2024 Strategic 
Resource Plan.

What’s in the budget? 
The rates, fees and charges for the coming 

year including:

• The rate in the dollar that is used to 

calculate rates for individual properties;

• A comprehensive list of identified capital 

works projects and programs for the shire 

to maintain and renew roads, bridges 

and footpaths, sporting facilities and 

playgrounds, irrigation and drainage.

• A detailed explanation of the funding we 

have allocated to enable the delivery of 

more than 100 council services including 

rubbish collection, immunisations, sports 

and recreation facilities, town planning 

and tourism development.

How much will my rates 
increase?
Your rates are calculated by multiplying 

the rate in the dollar (set by Council and 

detailed in the budget) by the value of 

your property (determined by the Victorian 

Government’s valuation process). Our 

budget will comply with the Victorian 

Government’s rate cap of 2%.

What projects will Council 
deliver?
Please see the budget document for a 

detailed listing of all the projects and 

programs we propose to deliver in 2020/21.

What’s in the Strategic 
Resource Plan?
The Strategic Resource Plan proposes 

nearly $90 million of works over the four-

year period to 2024 and identifies priority 

investment areas including almost $20 

million of new and upgraded infrastructure 

and investment in drainage and flood 

mitigation works.

Have your say on Moira Shire Council’s 

2020/21 Budget and 
Strategic Resource Plan

Make a submission
You can provide your feedback in 

a written submission: 

Online
www.moira.vic.gov.au

Email
info@moira.vic.gov.au

Mail
PO Box 578 

Cobram VIC 3643

How to have your say ...

Our draft 
Budget and 
Strategic 
Resource Plan 
are available 
online and 
hard copies 
can be mailed 
out to you by 
request.

What happens to your submission?
• When you lodge your submission please indicate if you would 

like to speak to your submission during a Committee of Council 

Meeting that will commence at 5pm Wednesday 3 June 2020. 

Submitters will be strongly encouraged to appear by electronic 

means to ensure COVID-19 stay-at-home compliance.

• Written feedback received by Council by 5pm Wednesday  
27 May 2020 will be considered by Council before adopting  

the draft 2020/21 Budget and Strategic Resource Plan.

• Council is required to provide a written response to your 

submission – once the Budget and Strategic Resource Plan   

have been adopted.

• All submissions, including the submitter’s name and address,  

will be available at the meetings and on public display for the  

12 months following.
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Come and explore your opportunitiesCome and explore your opportunities

For an enrolment pack, enquire at: 
St Mary of the Angels Secondary College, Ph: 03 5866 2222
Email: principal@smotanathalia.catholic.edu.au
Or visit us at www.smotanathalia.catholic.edu.au
  stmarysnathalia  stmarysnathalia

ENROLMENTS ARE 
NOW OPEN

Enrolment Closing Date: Friday, 26th of June 2020

Scholarships are now available
Scholarship Application Closing Date: 

Monday, 1st of June 2020

POLICE are investigating a� er a man rid-
ing an electric powered bicycle was hit by a 
ute in Numurkah on Friday.

� e accident occurred at around 4.30pm 
at the corner of Quinn and Stewart Streets. 

� e injured cyclist, a 25 year-old Numur-
kah man who was not wearing a helmet, 
was taken by ambulance to Goulburn Val-
ley Health, whilst the driver of the Holden 

Rodeo ute, a 56 year-old Numurkah man, 
was uninjured.

 Anyone who witnessed the incident is 
asked to contact Numurkah Police. 

A car and truck driver were both lucky to 
escape injury when their vehicles collid-
ed at the corner of Chapel and Powerline 
Roads, Muckatah, last � ursday.

� e collision occurred at around 11.30am 

when the driver of a Mitsubishi tray-truck 
which had been travelling east on Powerline 
Road and was a� empting to turn right onto 
Chapel Road, collided with a white Toyota 
sedan driven by a 53 year-old St James man.

� e Mitsubishi driver -  a 28 year-old Bal-
larat man - is expected to be charged with 
failing to give way. 

Cyclist hit on Quinn Street

Cyclist injured ... The collision between an electric 
powered bicycle and a ute occurred at the corner 
of Quinn and Stewart Streets on Friday afternoon. 

Failure to give way ... The drivers of 
both the truck and car were lucky not 
to sustain injuries from a collision at 
Muckatah last Thursday. 

PREMIER Daniel Andrews 
has foreshadowed that some 
coronavirus social restric-
tions will remain in place af-
ter the current Victorian state 
of emergency (SOE) end 
date on May 11.

Speaking at a press con-
ference on Monday, Mr An-
drews said the government 
won’t be li� ing any restric-
tions before that date, and 
while it is likely some restric-
tions will be li� ed as of May 
11, signi� cant restrictions 
will remain.

“It won’t be a situation 
where we wind all the way 
back to where we were before 
stage one,” he said.

“Because of the unaccept-
ably high risk, there will still 
need to be some signi� cant 
restrictions in place no ma� er 
what this testing shows, but 
there will be options for us to 
ease some of the restrictions.”

Mr Andrews was refer-
ring to a massive expan-
sion of coronavirus testing 
announced on Monday, in 
which the government aims 
to test another 100,000 peo-
ple over the next two weeks, 
a program he described as 
the biggest ever public health 
testing program in Victorian 
history.

Ramping up coronavirus 
testing is in line with the pre-
requisites set out by the na-
tional cabinet for a potential 
easing of restrictions.

More than 104,000 Victo-
rians have been tested since 
early January. 

Mr Andrews said any deci-
sion to ease restrictions a� er 
the current state of emergen-
cy will be informed by public 
health experts and model-
ling, combined with interna-
tional experience.

� e testing blitz will be 
carried out through a combi-
nation of drive-through and 
walk-up clinics, as well as new 
mobile screening clinics to 
visit homes and workplaces.

“Data from testing will un-

derpin the options we will 
have,” Mr Andrews said.

“� e strategy is working but 
it’s fragile, so we have got to 
stay the course. 

“We have seen a number of 
cities and countries around 
the world who have eased 
back restrictions, and they 
may have made themselves 
popular temporarily, but they 
have then seen a resurgence 
of cases.

“If it gets away from you 
there will be no ge� ing it 
back without thousands of 
people dying. 

“I know it is frustrating, 
challenging and di�  cult, but 
the stability of our numbers 
should be a point of pride for 
all Victorians.

“I’m so proud of every Vic-
torian who has followed the 
rules and I need you to keep 
doing those simple but pow-
erful things - staying at home, 
keeping your distance, wash-
ing your hands.

“And get tested, even if you 
have the mildest symptoms 
such as a scratchy throat or 
runny nose, ge� ing tested 
will be a powerful contribu-
tion towards us � ghting this 
virus.”

Mr Andrews said, a� er the 
May 11 deadline, Victoria 
will continue a program of 
ramped-up testing for weeks 
and months to come, though 
not at the same level as is 
planned over the next fort-
night. 

“� e more data we have the 
more options we will have, 
that’s what we are working 
towards. We will use that data 
to make sound judgements 
for the future.”

� e nearest testing centre to 
Numurkah is at GV Health, 
located in a portable build-
ing outside the emergency 
department and open from 
10am to 5.30pm daily.

For information on corona-
virus visit www.coronavirus.
vic.gov.au or phone 1800 675 
398.

Restrictions set to 
continue after May 11
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OFFICIAL MEDICAL ADVICE

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

Coronavirus:
Thanks to you, we  
are saving lives and  
stopping the spread.
But it’s important we continue  
to keep all Australians safe.

Visit australia.gov.au to find restrictions specific to your State or Territory.

Stay at home unless necessary and avoid non-essential travel.
Banks, supermarkets, petrol stations, medical services and suppliers remain open.

If you can, you should work from home.
Use phones for meetings, stop handshaking, tap to pay where possible instead of using cash.

Maintain physical distancing and hygiene practices.
Keep 1.5 metres of physical distance, exercise away from others, and wash your hands regularly for 20 seconds.
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WHAT BETTER 
GIFT FOR YOUR 

MUM IN ISOLATION?
A beautiful framed photo

 of those she misses most.

Check out our website for our full range of 
photo frames, and phone or email to 

place your order.

If you see something in the window, 
knock on the window and we can show

 them to you.

88 Melville Street      Email: printads@leader.net.au

Mothers Day  Sunday, May 10
C a l l :  5 8 6 2  1 0 3 4

Ray and Lorna celebrate 50 golden years
REMAINING married for 50 years is no small 

achievement, but 50 years without a � ght is practi-
cally unheard of.

Yet, Waaia’s Ray and Lorna Trimby have achieved 
that, and much more.

“We have had the odd disagreement - I’ve go� en 
grumpy with him a few times, usually when he’s de-
cided to buy another farm, but nothing that I’d call a 
� ght,” Lorna said.

On the farm front, Ray has generally go� en his way 
because, as Lorna says, he’s very persuasive.

Lorna, who was just 15 when the couple met at St 
Mary’s dance in Echuca, remembers Ray as  being 
tall, with a good personality and, most importantly 
of all, thoughtful.

Ray remembers Lorna as sweet and pre� y and, 
most importantly, a St Kilda supporter.

� e couple both initially say that there aren’t any 
secrets to their long, happy marriage, but as the con-
versation rolls on, some very good advice comes out.

“If you accept one another as you are, and don’t ex-
pect the other person to change, you can be happy 
together,” Ray said.

“Lorna has always been consistent, so you know 
what to expect and you don’t get huge ups and 
downs and that’s great.”

“We’ve always communicated with each other,” 
Lorna said.

“We’ve always just talked things through and made 
things work. But we’ve agreed on most things all 
along.”

Ray has always been a man with a plan, and a skill 
for persuading bank managers to go along with them.

“It’s been hard work, you’ve always got to work 
hard if you want things, but we’ve always worked as a 
team and that makes a really big di� erence. I always 
knew I could rely on Lorna,” ray said.

Since their wedding on Anzac day 1970, which 
featured light rain and Ray milking his dad’s cows 
before the ceremony, the couple has happily raised 
four children and bought and sold countless farms, 
but say it has all gone by very quickly.

“It doesn’t seem like 50 years,’ Lorna said.
“Everything has just kept happening and we just 

roll with it?
And if she had the choice to do it all again?
“Yes, I de� nitely would. He’d persuade me.”

Harmony on the farm ... Lorna and ray Trimby haven’t had a fi ght in 50 years.

Anzac day 1970 ... “The priest gave us three dates to choose from, and that was the 
one that suited us best,” Lorna said.
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 An important message from the Victorian Government

Stay informed at coronavirus.vic.gov.au

Shopping for food and  
supplies that you need.

Work and education  
– if necessary.

STAGE 3 RESTRICTIONS  
ARE NOW IN PLACE.    

 That means there are only four reasons to be out.

Medical care 
and caregiving.

Exercise.

Turn the world blue to honour them
LAST week’s terrible events in which four Victoria police 

officers died - the largest loss the service has suffered in one 
day - sent shock waves through the Victorian community - 
especially the police community.

It was a stark reminder of the dangers our girls and boys in 
blue face each time they clock on to the job, and prompted 
Victorians to reflect on all they are willing to sacrifice to keep 
the state safe.

Tributes flowed from a shocked and grateful public offering 
their support to a grieving police community.

Numurkah police sergeant Tim Gleeson told the Leader that 
local members had received many messages of condolence 
and support, and that those things were gratefully received.

“Police do take these kind of events personally, and it has 
been a traumatic time for everyone,” he said. 

“The support we have received from the community means 
more to us than people probably realise. There have been so 
many positive posts and messages, and the fact that people 
have taken the time and trouble to leave flowers at the station 
in memory of those officers is something we really appreci-
ate.”

The Victoria Police Blue Ribbon Foundation said it is enor-
mously grateful to the community for the overwhelming of-
fers of support that have been made.

The foundation is working alongside Victoria Police and 
Victoria Police Legacy to provide ways in which the public 
can express their condolences and support for police mem-
bers and the families of those who died as a result of this trag-
ic incident.

It said that, due to the current quarantine conditions, its ef-
forts are being directed so that people can show their support 
while respecting those conditions.

It has created a virtual blue ribbon which can be download-
ed and added to social media banners. 

This can be obtained from the foundation’s  website – www.
remember.org.au or via its Facebook page https://www.face-
book.com/VicBlueRibbon/

It is also encouraging people to ‘Turn Our State Blue’ 
(#turnourstateblue) by making their own blue ribbons and 
wearing them, display them in their windows, tying them to 
their letterbox or to the aerials of their cars, to send our police 
a visible and emotional signal of support during the days and 
weeks ahead.

Together with Police Legacy the foundation has also started 
a fund to provide support and assistance to the families of the 
four fallen police officers. 

Tax-deductible donations can be made online at www.re-
member.org.au or www.policelegacyvic.org.au

To fallen members ... Tributes were left outside the Numurk-
ah police station to honour the fallen officers and console the 
members inside.

Half mast ... Flags outside the Numurkah station have been 
flying at half mast since the tragic incident.

Turning Tocumwal Road blue ... One local resident already has tributes to the fallen officers in place. 
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22 Orr Street (PO Box 376) Yarrawonga VIC 3730
Ph: (03) 5742 1111 • Fax: (03) 5743 2533

mhacare.org.au

   MHA Care
‘The Right Care for You’                      

MHA Care is your local provider of the following 
Government Funded Aged Care Services:  

At MHA Care the Board and Management 
acknowledge that there has been a lot of 
information released and regular updates 
provided to all Australian’s about COVID-19. In 
order to support our clients through this time 
of uncertainty we have made some variations 
to how we provide our services and support 
our staff to continue to deliver services safely 
to our clients. All the variations we have made 
have been Informed by Government advice, 
as variations to Social Isolation Guidelines and 
Providing supports to people in their homes has 
evolved. 

In response to the Social Isolation Guidelines 
and Group gatherings we cancelled our Planned 
Activity Groups. However, in place of these groups, we have employed staff to make 
regular contact with clients to ensure that we can put appropriate services and supports 
in place to meet the needs of the clients affected by this.

While we have continued to provide Domestic Assistance, Personal Care and Respite 
Services, we have had to change our Supported Shopping activity to Unassisted Shopping. 
This has been done to reduce potential community transmission where possible. If you 
are struggling with the effects or impacts of Self Isolation, please do not hesitate to 
contact MHA Care so that we can discuss ways we may be able to support you. 

Our Meals on Wheels Program has continued to 
operate and we ask that if you feel that you need this 
service please do not hesitate to contact MHA Care to 
discuss having this service provided while the current 
Social Isolation Guidelines are in place.

Moira FoodShare is also still going full steam ahead, 
and Food Hampers can be obtained from our Shop Fronts 
at Charles Street, Cobram and Lynch Street in Yarrawonga 
between 1:00 pm and 3:00 pm Monday to Friday. If you 
need assistance outside of these hours, please call our 
Coordinator on 0419 809 171.

Meals on Wheels clients receiving their usual meal and 
toilet paper donated by Meals on Wheels Victoria and 
Woolworths

All of our Clients: for continuing to observe the Social Isolation Guidelines and working 
with us to ensure that we can continue to deliver their services and supports. Please 
continue to provide us with feedback on how we can be of better assistance. 

Our Commnity:  
To Meals on Wheels Victoria, Woolworths and Nathalia Caravan Park for donations 
of toilet paper to our Meals on Wheels Program and Yarrawonga Mulwala Tourist 
Information Centre for a donation of toilet paper to Moira FoodShare.

To Club Mulwala, MON Cobram, RACV Caravan Park Cobram, Artisan Bakery Cobram, 
Brereton’s Bakery Yarrawonga, Woolworths Bakery in Cobram, Joe and Cherie Macheda 
fresh fruit orchardists in Cobram, and James Kelly vegetable growers in Burramine and 
Woolworths and IGA in Yarrawonga for their donations to Moira FoodShare.

These donations are putting smiles on our clients faces and helping the vulnerable in 
our community to access vital items during a time of need. 

Our valued team of Volunteers: for continuing to deliver Meals on Wheels, 
Moira FoodShare and the Yarrawonga Community Opp Shop in the early days of Social 
Isolation so that we could make alternative arrangements to continue to operate these 
programs without disruption. The Board and Management look forward to all our 
volunteers returning to their valued roles at MHA Care when the Isolation Guidelines 
allow this to occur.

And fi nally, to our unsung hero’s – our valued Team of Community 
Care Workers: for their commitment to ensuring that our clients do not go without 
their services and supports and continue to maintain their health and safety during 
these challenging and testing times. You are the face of MHA Care and with your 
dedication, clients are staying at home safely.

MHA Care - 
Responding to COVID-19

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK

WE know you’ve all been enjoying the Leader’s new A Cuppa With ... column as much as 
we have, but, unfortunately, due to technical difficulties we can’t run it this week.

We promise it will be back next week when we’ll have a cuppa with Cafe Mierlo  owner 
Adam Drust who is, we must say, a great bloke to have a cuppa with. See you then.

Sorry, no cuppa this week

TERM two 2020 has literally started like no 
other, but the Numurkah Secondary College 
community is giving the new normal that is dis-
tance learning its absolute best shot.

With almost all students learning from home, 
staff, students and teachers have risen to the 
challenge to use the available technology to its 
full potential and stay connected and, most im-
portantly, sane.

Though the Mad Monday videos posted by 
teachers make you wonder about that last part.

The school is using COMPASS as its main por-
tal of communication and information, but has 
also used Facebook as a touch point for families 
and the broader to community so that they can 
see what is taking place in homes during remote 
learning.  

Principal Claire Kelly said although the situ-
ation is challenging, the school has had strong 
and positive responses to the systems in place.

“In fact, our use of the platform has perhaps 
bonded the school to the community in a new 
way at this time,” she said.

“It’s given us the means to virtually run our 
cross country run, to facilitate an ANZAC day 
tribute and to promote student learning.”

“As part of the remote learning, we have made 
sure that we are contacting all of our families in-
dividually by telephone, however Facebook has 
provided an additional platform for parents. 

The ‘Socially Distant COVID Quarantine 
Cross Country Run’ took on a life of its own, and 
was hard fought with students recording their 
distances on Strava, and leader boards for indi-
vidual age groups and house points being eagerly 
followed on Facebook.

NSC has  used the platform to share the work 
that students are doing at home. Families are 
sending photos and videos to share on the page.

The page features photos of students work-
ing with their younger siblings, students doing 
hospitality work from home, building creations 
and sharing recipes for others to try - which has 
proved especially popular. 

Mad Mondays, the home of comic teacher-cre-
ated videos, provides the school community 
with an insight into the life of staff outside of 
school, and it has become a bit of an anticipated, 
humour filled fixture.  

The much commented on and shared videos 
have positively impacted relationships, not just 
with students, but more broadly.  

NSC students and staff 
giving it their all from home

Hard fought ... The Socially Distant COVID Quarantine Cross Country Run leader board 
was closely followed on NSC’s Facebook page. 

The journey of the humble honey joy ... Patrick Millen  shared the story of some delicious 
home learning as he cooks up a storm and shares it with the school via Facebook.
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THE whole world is keen 
to get out of coronavirus iso-
lation, and the Federal Gov-
ernment is touting its COV-
IDSAFE smartphone app as 
an important tool to make 
that happen. 

COVIDSAFE will record 
when users are in the vicini-
ty of another user of the app, 
allowing ‘virus detectives’ to 
more easily track the contacts 
of users who have been diag-
nosed with COVID-19.

Despite early suggestions 
that downloading the app 
and le� ing it run in the back-
ground as you move about 
the community may be man-
datory, Australians are not 
being compelled to down-
load it, with participation be-
ing entirely voluntary.

Since its release at 6pm 
on Sunday, approximately 
2,000,000 Australians have 
downloaded COVIDSAFE, 
but with authorities saying 
that 40% of the Austral-
ian population - roughly 
10,000,000 people - will need 
to download it for it to be ef-
fective, many more people 
are needed to come on board 
for it to perform as intended.

So, are the people of Nu-
murkah playing the game, 
or do they share the securi-
ty concerns voiced by many 
about the app being used by 
the government to track our 
movements?

� e Leader took to Melville 
Street on Monday to � nd out.

Emily Ho� ewell
I’ve already down-
loaded it. I already 
have two or three gov-
ernment apps on my 
phone, and most apps 
have location permis-
sion anyway, so I don’t 
see the problem. � is 
one is probably more 
secure then most and 
if it gets us out of iso-
lation sooner then I’m 
happy to have it.

Brad Baker
I haven’t downloaded it 
yet but I’m going to. We 
all need to help each oth-
er get out of this situation 
and this is an easy way to 
do that. If the government 
wants to track us, they’ve 
already got plenty of ways 
to do that, so I’m not con-
cerned about security.

Bernie Curtis
I don’t have a smart 
phone, I’ve only got 
this old � ip-phone 
and you can’t get 
apps on that. I’d 
download it if I 
could though be-
cause I don’t see a 
problem with it. 

Glenys Bosse
I haven’t downloaded it yet. 
I don’t know enough about 
it and I need to look into it 
more. I don’t think I need it 
really, but I will look into it 
more and decide.

Kevin Morland
I’ve downloaded it. I don’t 
have any security concerns 
about it and they’re not us-
ing it to monitor us. I want 
this whole thing done and 
dusted and, if I do get coro-
navirus, I want to know 
how I got it. 

Diane Hill
No, I have no inten-
tion of downloading 
it. � ere are MPs 
who’ve said they 
won’t download it 
because they don’t 
trust it, so why 
should I?

THE whole world is keen to 
get out of coronavirus isola-
tion, and the Federal Govern-
ment is touting its COVID-
SAFE smartphone app as an 
important tool to make that 
happen. 

COVIDSAFE will record 
when users are in the vicini-
ty of another user of the app, 
allowing ‘virus detectives’ to 
more easily track the contacts 
of users who have been diag-
nosed with COVID-19.

Despite early suggestions that 
downloading the app and let-
ting it run in the background as 
you move about the communi-
ty may be mandatory, Australi-
ans are not being compelled to 
download it, with participation 
being entirely voluntary.

Since its release at 6pm 
on Sunday, approximately 
2,000,000 Australians have 
downloaded COVIDSAFE, 
but with authorities saying that 
40% of the Australian popu-
lation - roughly 10,000,000 
people - will need to download 
it for it to be e� ective, many 
more people are needed to 
come on board for it to per-
form as intended.

So, are the people of Numurk-
ah playing the game, or do they 
share the security concerns 
voiced by many about the app 
being used by the government 
to track our movements?

� e Leader took to Melville 
Street on Monday to � nd out.



Council meeting in the new normal ... Council’s May meeting was held via live stream. 

AS the Coronavirus pandemic 
continues to challenge the regular 
processes and operations of our lo-
cal schools, 2021 year seven enrol-
ment is still an important process 
which families of grade six children 
need to consider now. 

So what does that look like at the 
moment?

St Mary of the Angels (SMO-
TA) Secondary College Principal 
Ma�  Carver said unfortunately, the 
college information evenings and 
open day that would usually take 
place in term two  won’t be taking 
place due to the college e� ectively 
being closed to the public.

“With that being said, we are very 
excited to formally announce that 
2021 student enrolments are now 
open and we would particularly like 
to welcome the current grade six 
cohort of families and prospective 
students to the journey,” he said.

“One of life’s most exciting expe-
riences, a ‘right of passage’ is the 
work involved in � nally deciding on 
the school for your child’s second-
ary education. Our hope is that this 
experience is not diminished as a 
result of the pandemic. 

“We envisage being able to pro-
vide as much information as pos-
sible to our prospective parents, 
whilst being in a state of ‘lock down’.

“We are currently distributing our 
enrolment packs directly to parents 
via primary schools in our catch-
ment are, a as well as direct mail out 
and via our website. 

“We welcome prospective fami-
lies to get in touch if they have any 
questions and, later in the year, 
when the social distancing restric-
tions are li� ed, we hope to o� er a 

number of mini open day experi-
ences at the college.”

� is will include a college tour 
with the principal followed by 
morning tea to discuss any con-
cerns, or simply ask a question that 
relates to any aspect of the SMOTA 
experience. 

Mr Carver said that while social 
distancing has physically separated 
people, college connections remain 

strong and � lled with hope  for a 
bright and prosperous future. 

“We wish all members of the 
community well throughout the 
current crisis. We look forward to 
welcoming new members into our 
community throughout the enrol-
ment process and formally at the 
beginning of 2021.”

Enrolments close on Friday, June 
26, 2020. 

Scholarship applications are also 
now open and must be submi� ed 
prior to Monday, June 1. For more 
information, parents can contact St 
Mary of the Angels Secondary Col-
lege on (03) 5866 2222, email prin-
cipal@smotanathalia.catholic.edu.
au or via the school’s website www.
smotanathalia.catholic.edu.au. 

Council meeting live stream a success
COUNCIL meetings are, quite 

necessarily, public a� airs which al-
low ratepayers to observe and take 
part in the business of council.

So, for last week’s regular month-
ly meeting of council, Moira Shire 
joined the legion of organisations 
embracing live streaming to al-
low Moira’s ratepayers to virtually 
a� end the meeting  via council’s 
Facebook page, from the safety of 
their own homes.

� ough some commenters re-
ported having issues hearing the 
councillors, as, at times, depend-
ing on who was speaking and their 
proximity to the camera, the audio 
was slightly mu�  ed, all in all, the 
live stream was declared a success.

� e main order of business for the 
meeting, and one reason it was vital 
that it wasn’t postponed and that 
public a� endance was possible, was 
the presentation of the 2020/21 
dra�  budget and four-year strategic 
resource plan (SRP).

� e dra�  budget and strategic 
resource plan were unanimously 
passed by councillors, and council 

is now seeking community, busi-
ness and stakeholder feedback.

Mayor Libro Mustica said the 
dra�  budget and SRP were pre-
pared prior to the COVID-19 pan-
demic ,and as such did not address 
the many and varied questions and 
concerns communities across the 
shire had in relation to this serious 
issue.

Cr Mustica said the dra�  budget 
aimed to balance the many and of-
ten competing needs of the Moira 
community.

“Now we are asking the commu-
nity to tell us whether we have got 
the balance right,” he said.

“We have almost 30,000 residents 
spread across a large land area and this 
was a key consideration in developing 
council’s annual budget and SRP.

“We provide the same or similar 
services in multiple locations so 
we have a large number of assets to 
maintain.

Among other assets, council 
maintains 28 recreation reserves, 
showgrounds and swimming pools, 
more than 150 parks, gardens, play-

grounds and public toilets, four li-
braries, a mobile library service and 
nine waste transfer stations.

“It is vital, especially during times 
of crisis, council provides a solid 
framework from which our com-
munities will not only survive, but 
be able to rebuild quickly and e�  -
ciently, and this budget will provide 
that framework.

“To fund the maintenance, renew-
al and upgrade of these assets our 
capital works are delivered across a 
multi-year cycle.

“� is multi-year investment pro-
gram is comprehensively reviewed 
each year as we develop our budg-
ets and the four-year strategic re-
source plan to re� ect community 
demands, outside in� uences and 
natural disasters.”

Cr Mustica said the Victorian 
Government’s rate cap for 2020/21 
had been set at 2%.

“Rates generate around 50% of 
council’s revenue with state and 
federal grants making up the ma-
jority of the balance, with many of 
those grants linked to speci� c ser-

vices or projects,” he said.
“Council-set fees and charges have 

increased by 2%, however some 
charges have increased by slightly 
more to recover the increase in the 
cost of delivering the service.”

All public submissions on the dra�  
budget or strategic resource plan 
must be wri� en and can be submit-
ted online www.moira.vic.gov.au, via 
email info@moira.vic.gov.au or by 
mail to PO Box 578 Cobram 3643. 

Wri� en submissions must be re-
ceived by 5pm Friday, May 27, 2020 
and will be reviewed by council 
before adopting the dra�  2020/21 
budget and strategic resource plan, 
with or without amendments. 

A Commi� ee of Council Meet-
ing will meet Wednesday, June 3, 
to hear any person who indicated 
in their wri� en submissions that 
they would like to speak in support 
of their submission on the dra�  
2020/21 budget.

� e dra�  2020/21 budget and 
strategic resource plan documents 
are available to view on Council’s 
website.
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ANZAC DAY SERVICE
Anzac service was conducted in St. George’s Church 

of England on Sunday evening last. The Town Band 
assisted with the musical part of the service, and the 
anthem “What are these,” was rendered by the choir. 
The members of the Returned Soldiers’ League and 
the President and councillors of the shire had been in-
vited, and the church was filled to overflowing. The Rev. 
F. H. Peake, Th.L., gave the address, taking as his text. 
Hebrews X1 34, “Out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in tight; turned to flight the armies of the 
aliens.” These words, he said, applied truly to those glo-
rious Anzacs whose never-to-be-forgotten landing on 
the shores of Gallipoli on 25th April, 1915, we celebrate 
to-day. When we thought of that splendid exhibition of 
courage and endurance, surely one was impelled to give 
thanks to God for giving to new and untried troops the 
power to do such deeds. Who out of weakness were 
made strong, and waxed valiant in fight,” and whose 
doings filled each and every one of us with pride, and 
caused the name of Australia to stand high throughout 
the Empire, and indeed throughout the world.

Each man of that force became a hero, writing his 
name indelibly on the scroll of time; all obstacles were 
overcome, the position was stormed and held. But at 
what cost? About 6000 of our bravest and best killed, 
and 20,000 wounded; but they had a noble purpose in 
view, and consequently they considered no sacrifice too 
great for them to make, as fearlessly they took that shot 
swept beach. That 6000 died an honored death, wor-
thy of the highest traditions of our race, and their noble 
example is alive to-day, and will live on for all eternity. It 
should stimulate us to a similar willingness, to nobleness 
of character and purpose, to risk everything, even to life 
itself, for the cause of righteousness, true freedom, hon-
or, truth and patriotism. And what of those who gave 
their sons, husbands, brothers and friends even unto 
death, or the loss of limbs and power? We can never 
convey sympathy deep enough to express all we owe to 
them; they with their loved ones share the honors won 
on the fields of battle. Now why did these men fight? 
Why did they enlist ? Why did those nearest and dearest 
give them up to enter upon this terrible enterprise? Why 
should we be willing to make similar sacrifices? Christ 
died on Good Friday for freedom, honor and truth, and 
our boys made their sacrifice for the same things.

Irrigation Meeting—All those interested in the Mur-
ray Irrigation scheme are requested to attend a meeting 
in the Numurkah Shire Hall at 3.30 on Friday afternoon 
next, to make arrangements for the visit of the Water 
Commission, a promise having been received that they 
would make an inspection of the proposed area as soon 
as possible.

Anti-Liquor League.—Mr Gifford Gordon (repre-
senting the Victorian Anti Liquor League), who eight 
weeks ago had the misfortune to break his leg, has now 
sufficiently recovered to enable him to continue his 
work. He is conducting a special meeting for men only 
tomorrow night in the Shire Hall, over which Cr. Thorn-
ton will preside.

Destruction of Cormorants.—Senior-Constable 
O’Donnell has received a memo from the Fisheries and 
Game Department to make it known as widely as pos-
sible in the district, that it has been decided to increase 
the bonus until the 30th June, 1920, to 9d. per head of 
cormorants produced. Any person destroying these 
destructive birds can bring same to the police station, 
where forms can be filled, and the returns will be for-
warded to the Fisheries and Game Department by the 
police.

The re-valuation of the Tungamah Shire will add con-
siderably to its rating powers - probably a 50 per cent in-
crease. No one will deny that this additional revenue can 
be made good use of, because of late years the cramped 
state of the finances has retarded all progress, but we 
have reached that stage now when we must either strug-
gle for a more virile existence or slump into chronic 
ineptitude. The municipality is too good a proposition 
to be scrapped, and this new valuation may save the sit-
uation. If the additional revenue is well spent, none will 
begrudge the extra taxation in the long run. 

This week in 1920 ... 
To celebrate the State Library of Victoria’s 

digitising of the war years editions of the Numurkah 
Leader, each week we will include the news of the 
week, 100 years ago.

To view these editions online go to trove.nla.gov.
au/ndp/del/title/591.

Life goes on and enrolments are open

Right of passage… St Mary of the Angels Second-
ary College 2020 college leaders Luca Allen, Sophie 
McCracken, Nicholas Thorp and Abbey Conroy look 
forward to getting back to school and welcoming 
prospective new students to the mini open days. 



MARK and Monique Bryant were fairly new to dairy farming 
when the 2012 � oods hit the Numurkah district.

Like so many other properties in the area, their Waaia farm was 
inundated with water, but, fortunately for them, due to the for-
ward thinking of a family friend, their cows had been moved o�  
the property a week earlier.

“Robert Hitchcock phoned us and said ‘When are your cows 
coming?’,” Mark said.

“I asked him what he meant, and he said ‘You’re going to be un-
der water, so they can’t stay at your place. When are you bringing 
them here for us to look a� er?’.”

Robert and his wife Nancy took care of Mark and Monique’s 
herd for weeks when they needed it most, and it’s something the 
young couple has never forgo� en.

“We still look back and can’t quite believe how helpful that was 
to us,” Mark said.

“It took so much pressure o�  us, knowing that our cows were 
safe and being well looked a� er.

“It made a huge practical di� erence at that time, and we can nev-
er thank them enough for that.”

So, when � res swept through the Corryong area in early January 
this year, Mark and Monique knew what they needed to do.

“It was as simple as thinking about what we could do to replicate 
what had been done for us. We knew we could do the same thing 
for a bush� re a� ected farmer and it would be a big practical help 
to them.”

Mark’s dad Dudley, from whom the couple bought their farm,  
was still in contact with former Waaia farmer and football coach 
Craig McKimmey, who now lives near Corryong, and got on the 
phone straight away to � nd out if he needed any help.

“Dad just asked if Craig had any cows that needed looking a� er 
for a bit, because we had spare paddocks we could put them in.”

Craig did indeed need a hand, when � re tore through the area on 
New Years Eve, his farm had been almost completely burned out.

Craig told the Leader that out of 1,040 acres of pasture, they lost 
900, along with all their silage - 460 rolls - two out of four hay 
sheds.

“We saved the dairy, the herd and the three houses on the prop-
erty - everything else was gone,” he said.

With 21kms of fencing burned, and nothing to feed his cows, 
Craig had no choice but to heavily destock. 

With 38 cows selected for transport to Waaia, another local 
stepped in to help get them there.

“� e road to Wodonga was closed for � ve weeks, so Trevor 
Sprunt drove up to Barnawatha and took them back on his truck,” 
Craig said.

“He refused to charge me, which I wasn’t happy about really, but 
still very grateful for the help.”

Just like Mark before him when he was the one receiving the 
help, knowing that his cows were safe took a load o�  Craig’s mind.

“It took one big job o�  my plate and that took a lot of pressure 
o� ,” he said.

“� ey looked a� er my cows as if they were their own and that is 
worth so much to me.

“� e whole family stepped up - I know Monique and the kids 
did a lot of animal husbandry on my behalf - and they didn’t want 
any compensation for it.”

� ere was a bit of animal husbandry involved too, because al-
though 38 cows came south, Craig had a few extra on the truck 
when he took them back.

“A few of them had calved and we looked a� er them all, bulls and 
heifers, and sent them all back with the mothers, because we knew 
Craig needed to re-stock,” Mark said.

Having had a bit of rain, Craig now has pasture for his cows in 
safely fenced paddocks, and came and collected them at Easter.

With one cow le�  to calve, Craig sent Monique photos of the 
mother and her o� spring when it arrived a couple of days a� er 
they all got home.

“She’d worked so hard with the calves and done such a great job, 
I knew she’d want to see it,” Craig said.

� ough Mark and Monique refused payment for their services, 
on his way down to collect the cows Craig organised an ‘Aussie 
payment’ - beer, wine and gi�  cards to express his gratitude.

“You don’t think about this kind of thing much until you’re in the 
situation yourself, but what they did for us was fantastic,” he said.

“� ere are a lot of good people in this world.”

As far as Mark’s concerned, there is no thanks necessary.
“We didn’t do it to make ourselves feel good, or get thanks, or get 

in the paper,” he said.
“We just knew if we took some cows we’d be helping someone 

directly, because we knew from experience what a big help that 
could be.”
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MOTHERS DAY MOTHERS DAY COMPETICOMPETITIONTION
WIN THIS BEAUTIFUL PHOTO HAMPER
Just Like & comment on our post on Facebook 

and like our page to enter
Hamper contains: 6x8 photo frame from our Home Oak range, 200 photo album, 

photo keep cup, magnetic fridge frame, note pads and a bottle of wine.

Entries close next Tuesday, May 5.

Waaia farmers pay it forward 

Saved the house, but not much else ... Craig’s property 
near Corryong was almost completely burned out on New 
Years Eve. 

Restocking ... Craig sent 
Monique and Mark a photo of 
this cow with her calf, born just 
days after the herd came home.

THE Victorian Government brought urgent 
reforms to residential and commercial tenancy 
laws before an emergency si� ing of state parlia-
ment last week as part of a plan to help Victorian 
families and businesses get to the other side of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

� e reforms are in line with decisions of the 
National Cabinet designed to support tenants 
and landlords through this unprecedented crisis.

� e legislative reforms include the intro-
duction of a temporary ban on evictions, a six 
month pause on rental increases, and the provi-
sion of land tax relief for landlords and rent relief 
for tenants experiencing � nancial hardship.

Premier Daniel Andrews recently announced a 
$500 million package aimed at giving certainty 
to residential and commercial tenants and land-
lords, while they struggle with the unprecedent-
ed economic disruption caused by the COV-

ID-19 pandemic. 
� e stage three restrictions designed to help 

slow the spread of COVID-19 have had wide-
spread economic consequences, leaving many 
businesses with no cash � ow to pay their rent, 
and many workers without jobs. 

“More than ever, we need to be working in 
partnership. Landlords working with tenants. 
Tenants working with landlords. And govern-
ment willing to help those most in need,” the 
Premier said. 

Tenants and landlords who struggle to strike 
a deal over rent reductions will be given access 
to a fast-tracked dispute resolution service, with 
Consumer A� airs Victoria or the Victorian 
Small Business Commission mediating to en-
sure fair agreements are reached.

To encourage landlords to do the right thing by 
their tenants, the government will provide $420 

million in land tax relief. If a landlord provides 
tenants impacted by COVID-19 with rent relief, 
they will be eligible for a 25% discount on their 
land tax, while any remaining land tax can be de-
ferred until March 2021.

A new COVID-19 Relief Deputy Commis-
sioner will be established at the State Revenue 
O�  ce to manage these land tax relief claims.

Evictions will be banned for residential tenan-
cies for six months, except in some circumstanc-
es. Evictions will also be banned for six months 
for the non-payment of rent for commercial 
tenancies involving small and medium-sized 
businesses. Rental increases will also be banned 
for commercial and residential properties for the 
same period.

Consistent with the national cabinet agree-
ment to implement a mandatory code of con-
duct for commercial tenancies, the government 

will also urgently legislate so that eligible small 
and medium sized businesses can be granted 
rental waivers or deferrals.

Businesses are eligible for these measures if 
they have an annual turnover under $50 million 
per year and have experienced more than a 30% 
reduction in turnover due to COVID-19.

� e government will also create an $80 million 
rental assistance fund for renters facing hardship 
due to COVID-19. To be eligible, renters will 
need to have registered their revised agreement 
with Consumer A� airs Victoria or gone through 
mediation, have less than $5,000 in savings and 
still be paying at least 30% of their income in 
rent.

As agreed by National Cabinet, these new 
measures came into e� ect from March 29 for a 
period of six months.

New legislation to support tenants and landlords through COVID-19
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AGISTMENT
 WANTED

FOR 10 DAIRY HEFFERS
Contact 0417 995 230

NUMURKAH LEADER

GEOFF
EDDY
BUILDER

Buildings & Alterations
of Quality Homes

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations
MOBILE

0418 326 478
NumurkahReg No. DB-U6526
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Reg No DBU24094

Specialising in:
• New Homes • Pergolas • Reroofi ng

Specialising in septic systems
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

Matt: 0407 046 331  Phil: 0419 360 905 
Mark: 0427 646 231

Reg No DBU24094

Numurkah Building & Plumbing P/LNumurkah Building & Plumbing P/L
Numurkah Sand and GravelNumurkah Sand and Gravel
Ph: Ph: Kris -Kris - 0437 073 244    0437 073 244   Ash -Ash - 0418 879 636 0418 879 636

Truck and dogs • Water truck hire • Loader hire • Road grader at 140m 
1xgps • Excavator 2x20t 1x30t gps  • White rock • Cream and red granite 

• Hill rock • 20mm - 40mm brown rock • Blue rock (various sizes) • 
Stone dust • Washed pebbles (various sizes) • Agg rock and Septic 

rock • Garden topsoil • Packing sand • Lawn sand • Washed river sand • 
Commix • Compost • Mulch and barks

NEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAHNEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAH

HENDY — Gwen.
24.1.24 - 21.4.20

Gwen and Bob 
were great friends 
with D.D. and Dot 
Macdonald for 
many, many years. 
Our families spent 
so many fun times 
together.
Gwen loved to 
reminisce about those 
happy days, and 
would always end up 
with the giggles.
Sadly, the end of that 
era.
Sincere condolences 
to Doug and Sue, 
Rhonda, Jeannie and 
families.

David, Lorina, 
Elizabeth and 

families.
_________________

HENDY — Gwen.
24.1.1924 - 21.4.2020
Loving Grandma 
of Mark and Lisa. 
Loving “Old 
Grandma” of Max, 
Demi and Rhani.

We could not say our 
last farewells,
Or even say goodbye.
You were gone before 
we knew
And only God knows 
why.
Rest peacefully Old 

Grandma.
Thanks for all the 

wonderful memories
_________________

HENDY — Gwen. 
The Committee, 
Players and Members 
of Katunga Football 
Netball Club are 
deeply saddened 
by the passing 
of esteemed Life 
Member and friend 
Gwen Hendy. 
We offer our deepest 
sympathy to Doug 
and Sue, Rhonda and 
extended families on 
your loss.

Golden Wedding 
Anniversary

Congratulations to 

Ray and Lorna 
Trimby 
on your 

50th Wedding 
Anniversary

We are very proud 
of you Dad and 
Mum, 50 wonderful 
and loving years 
together with for-
ever to go.
Love always

Your children, 
inlaws and 

grandchildren

LIBRARY CLOSED?  
NO PROBLEM.

You can access many items online through 
the library website, including putting any 

GV Libraries items on hold.
Or contact the library for assistance.  

www.gvlibraries.com.au
or

1300 374 765

Louise & Sue are happy to put items on 
hold for you, or to select books for you to 

collect at a specifi ed time.

 

C061/19

Annual Rural Line Marking 
Program
Tender closing 4pm Wednesday 20 
May 2020
Specification documents can be obtained by 
visiting www.moira.vic.gov.au/our-council/tenders

All submissions are to be lodged electronically. 
Late, hard copy, e-mailed or facsimile 
submissions will not be accepted.  Lowest or any 
tender not necessarily accepted.

Mark Henderson
Chief Executive Officer

H E N D Y 
(Wellington) —
Gwen. 
24.1.1924 - 21.4.2020
Passed away 
peacefully at 
Numurkah Pioneers 
Memorial Lodge.
Loving wife of 
Robert (dec.). Loved 
mother and mother-
in-law of Douglas 
and Susan, Roger 
(dec.), Geoffrey 
(dec.), and Rhonda.
Devoted and proud 
grandmother of 
Steven and Kate, 
Andrew, Mark and 
Lisa, Sean, John and 
Mandy. Loving great 
grandmother of Max, 
Demi, Rhani, Anson 
and Caleb.
Although we cannot 
see you
You are by our side.

Due to the current 
situation, a private 
family service will be 
held at the Numurkah 
Lawn Cemetery.
A social gathering to 
celebrate Gwen’s life 
will be held at the 
Telegraph Hotel at a 
later date.

_________________5862 2332
 Peter Cox & Sons 

Funeral Directors P/L
Cnr Meiklejohn and Quinn Sts., Numurkah

CARING, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, 
TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Phone 5862 3047
24 hours – 7 days a week

 TUTTLES
— FUNERAL SERVICES —

Phone 1300 858 333
Caring 24 hour service

Inc. Binger & Tuttle, Limbrick & Tuttle, 
Numurkah Funeral Services

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

FUNE� LS
Professional service 

and chapel
at a� ordable prices

 5862 2332
IVAN NEWBY             

PETER K� KE

TENDERS

GOLDEN
WEDDING DEATHS DEATHS DEATHS

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

WHAT BETTER 
GIFT FOR YOUR 

MUM IN ISOLATION?
A beautiful framed photo

 of those she misses most.
Check out our website for 

our full range of  photo 
frames, and phone or email 

to place your order.

If you see something in 
the window, knock on the 
window and we can show 

them to you.
Mothers Day  Sunday, May 10
C a l l :  5 8 6 2  1 0 3 4

88 Melville Street      
 printads@leader.net.au
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TO hear Sue Cleeland tell it, her impressive sporting achieve-
ments are a result of luck.

“� rough sport you could say I was lucky enough to have � ve 
life memberships, including the Waaia Football Netball Club and 
Waaia Bowls Club, which I treasure immensely,” she told the Lead-
er.

“I’ve always been lucky to have brilliant players around me as a 
coach and a player, and lucky to have been taught the proper way 
to play.”

Only reluctantly does Sue admit that, just possibly, she might be 
a pre� y good indoor bowler, and former netball coach and player, 
herself.

“Well, I suppose I have worked hard, but I have always been 
lucky to play with great players.”

Sue may be reluctant to talk herself up, but the Waaia sporting 
stalwart’s achievements speak for themselves.

Sue has been a member of the Victorian indoor bowling team for 
23 consecutive years - and counting - and as a netball player and 
coach back in the 80s and 90s, led Waaia’s A and B grade  sides to 
the grand � nal, year a� er year a� er year.

However, for all Sue has given sport, she says it has given her far 
more; starting, on a local level, with a way into community life.

Sue was well established in local netball and football circles in 
Phillip Island - she was the � rst life member of the Bass Valley Net-
ball Association, of which she was a founder, and a life member of 
both the Phillip Island football and netball clubs - before she and 
husband Bob moved to Waaia in 1980.

In a whole new community, Sue had to start all over again, but it 
didn’t take long.

“I was lucky really because we bought the farm o�  Brian and 
Nina Honey and their daughter played basketball and netball. We 
arrived on the Monday and on Wednesday I played basketball for 
one of the sides here in Numurkah and that’s how it all sort of 
started,” she said.

“I was lucky to start that way and meet a lot of people very quick-
ly. My husband Bob and our sons were football and cricket fanat-
ics, and still are.  

“� e Waaia community is a great community and they made us 
feel welcome and we never looked back.”

About a week a� er that � rst basketball game, a local knocked 
on the Cleelands’ door and asked if they played indoor bowls. 
� ough the answer was no - it had been all football, netball, bas-
ketball, cricket and squash for the Cleelands to that point - they 
weren’t going to turn down the invitation to come down to the 
pub to join a game of indoor bowls and meet the locals.

A new passion was born.
“I’d never played a game of bowls before in my life, but I really 

enjoyed it,” Sue said.
“Right from the � rst night I enjoyed it. It was a challenge - it 

looks easy, but it’s not.
“At that stage you had to get there pre� y early because it was re-

ally popular - there were 42 bowlers and only four mats. It was a 
great atmosphere, and we enjoyed the friendship that was there.”

Before long, Sue was an integral part of the Waaia team, trav-
elling around the district playing in the Central Murray Indoor 
Bowls Association. 

“Out of 30 years we were in the Central Murray Association we 
were only been beaten twice, and there were some brilliant teams 
in that league,” she said.

“It was a real challenge to keep winning, but eight out of 10 Waa-
ia players also played for Victoria, so we were a very strong team.”

“Central Murray unfortunately disbanded around three years 
ago, and we’re now in the Numurkah association.

“It’s nowhere near as strong as it used to be when we � rst started 
but it keeps going and there’s some damn good bowlers. Every-
body enjoys it and it’s a good thing for people to get to know one 
another.”

Sue certainly got to know a lot of people in those early years, as 
well as playing some very serious bowls.

“� e game was taken very seriously, you were there to have fun 
but it was taken very seriously. Every side you played were just as 

Local Sporting LegendsLocal Sporting Legends
Getting to know our local sporting greats
HERE at the Leader we know that for 
those who start reading the newspaper 
from the back page, the cancellation of 
sporting competitions locally, nationally 
and globally has hit hard. 
With little to no sport being played live, 
there is little to nothing new to report - 

but that doesn’t mean there’s nothing 
at all to report sports-wise.
Scratch the surface, and the 
Numurkah district has a large number 
of seemingly ordinary residents who 
have achieved remarkable things in a 
wide variety of sporting fi elds.

So, each week, we speak to one such 
local each week - at least until sport 
starts back up.
After all, just because we can’t get 
together for a chat doesn’t mean we 
can’t get to know each other a bit 
better.

Local sport lucky to have Sue

Impressive jewellery 
collection ... Sue’s 
Victorian Indoor Bowls 
Team blazer tells the story of 
her long and distinguished 
career in the sport.
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No longer got a landline?

Help us update the 
Numurkah 

Local Phone Book

5862 1034
printads@leader.net.au

CONTACT US TODAY 

Add your mobile!

Local Sporting LegendsLocal Sporting Legends
keen and eager to win as we were and you would 
go there and  talk to everybody, but once the 
game began it was down to being very serious. 

“A� erwards you’d have supper and it was back 
to being friendly again, but you had to be serious 
when you were playing because if you didn’t put 
in good bowls, skippers started going crook.”

Whilst Sue was establishing her bowls game, 
she also became heavily involved with netball at 
the Waaia Football Netball Club, both as a player 
and coach.

“I played in the netball side for a long time and 
I made a lot of good friends there as well,” she 
said.

“I coached A grade for 10 years and we were 
lucky enough to win six grand � nals and come 
runner-up the other four. I coached B grade 
for nine years at the same time and we won six 
grand � nals and one runner-up. It was a time that 
I treasure and will never forget. 

“I was very, very lucky that I had some really 
brilliant girls to coach; they were a very strong 
side. We went everywhere to train. It wasn’t just 
training on a � ursday night, we’d go to other 
clubs in other leagues and play them and they 
were really strong netballers.

“We just gelled and worked well together and 
made a really good team. I was able to commu-
nicate with them and read them and know what 
made them tick to be able to get the best out of 
them.

“No two girls are the same, but I was able to 
see which one needed a kick up the bum and 
which one needed to be nursed along; but they 
had tonnes of ability so I didn’t have to work all 

that hard.”
“It was a great time, because we were very suc-

cessful in the netball and in the basketball, which 
was a summer sport.”

With the bowls and netball seasons coinciding, 
balancing all her sporting and domestic commit-
ments required Sue to also be a skilled juggler.

“It was hard work to balance it. I’d go to net-
ball training and a� er training I’d have to go to 
bowls, so it was a case of racing home and grab-
bing whatever you could and racing back out to 
go to bowls.

“I was never home, and many times Bob would 
tell me to take my bed. I still had to milk the 
cows night and morning as well - that had to be 
done before you could do anything else.

“It was a lot of work but I loved it. � ey were 
totally di� erent people in the netball and bowls 
but they were all great people and I loved it. 

“I look back and think ‘how did you do it’ but 
at the stage you don’t realise how crazy it is. 

“I was very � t and I had a lot of energy and just 
couldn’t stand the thought of staying home and 
doing nothing. 

“I also played squash when we � rst moved here, 
because I loved squash as well, but eventually I 
realised I was going to have to give something up 
and unfortunately it was squash.”

Eventually Sue retired from netball as well. 
“I was over 40 and it’s a very intense sport and 

the Picola league was very competitive and I just 
thought it was time to step back from it,” she 
said.

“When I retired from netball, bowls became 
my major sport and I had time to put everything 

into it.”
With more time to focus on bowls, Sue turned 

her a� ention to ge� ing into the Victorian team. 
“You had to be invited to go down for trials 

and you had to go to Ballarat on the June long 
weekend every year and they would watch you - I 
tried out for three years before I made the Vic-
torian side.

“I was just about to give up and a lady down 
there said ‘don’t give up, just keep coming and 
you’ll get in’ and I did get in the next year.

Sue has been on the team ever since.
“� e team does change quite a bit. You have to 

practice a lot and it is a lot of hard work to stay 
in the team. You have to go to Melbourne and 
play in all the matches down there and you have 
to play your social bowls and pennant bowls up 
here as well. 

“And you go and play wherever you can to keep 
your form, so it’s a fair amount of work.”

A� er almost a quarter of a century, Sue’s pas-
sion to play at a state level hasn’t waned.

“I do it because I love the game and it’s just 
wanting to be there at that level. 

“I like to play at the higher level and I like to 
think I’m capable of playing at the higher level,” 
she said.

“And the friendship and the people that you 
meet are great. I’ve been fortunate through 
bowls to meet people and make friends from all 
over Australia, and that keeps you going back.

Although the Australian indoor bowls commu-
nity is a friendly one, each and every player is in 
it to win. 

“When the game’s on, it’s on - it’s very compet-

itive. We’re all out there to do our best.
“It’s the same with netball - you walk over that 

white line and it’s a di� erent thing all together.”
Sue has enjoyed huge success with the Victo-

rian team, which hasn’t lost a tournament since 
the format was changed to a round robin around 
11 years ago. 

Of course, she is characteristically modest 
about her role in that. 

“We’ve been very lucky because we have some 
championship bowlers. I’ve been lucky enough 
to play with some really good players and go 
through and win 10 Australian titles with them.”

Sue, who mostly plays pairs - either ladies or 
mixed - and ladies triples, also has a number of  
Victorian titles and runner-up to her name, yet 
never felt she was good enough to try out for the 
Australian side. 

“I never put my name down to play for Australia 
because I didn’t think I was good enough to go to 
that level. When you see the calibre of players at 
that level I didn’t think I was that good,” she said.

“It would have been lovely, but it is very cost-
ly as well because you have to pay for absolutely 
everything yourself. I’ve never really thought ‘ 
what if?’ because I just never thought I was good 
enough.”

Rather than lamenting what never was, Sue is quite 
content to enjoy the life that sport has given her. 

“My whole life has been around sport and I’ve 
been lucky through sport to achieve and do the 
things that I love.

“It’s been fantastic and I’ve go� en much more 
out than I’ve put in. I’ve loved every minute of it, 
just loved doing what I’ve done.”
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NumurkahLEADERNumurkahLEADER

OUR DOORS WILL OPEN
NEXT WEDNESDAY

The Numurkah Leader is running from behind closed doors due to COVID-19 
For all enquiries, ad bookings and classifi eds, and our printing, photo  and engraving services

please contact us via phone or email
5862 1034    printads@leader.net.au

To print photos, please ring or email to make an appointment

NumurkahLEADER Still keeping you up to dateStill keeping you up to date

LOCAL 
SPORT 

LUCKY TO 
HAVE SUE

TO hear Sue Cleeland tell it, her impressive sporting achievements are a result of luck... Story page 14
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