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A 29 YEAR-OLD Katunga woman appeared be-
fore Shepparton Magistrates’ Court last Tuesday, 
facing a range of serious driving charges arising from 
a two car collision in which two people were killed, 
and a four year-old child was seriously injured, at 
Wunghnu in September last year. 

Amberly Jane Hendy is facing 12 charges, includ-
ing two counts of culpable driving causing death, 
two counts of dangerous driving causing death, and 
one count each of dangerous driving causing serious 
injury, negligent driving causing serious injury and 
drug driving. 

� e maximum penalty for culpable driving caus-
ing death, which is the most serious driving o� ence 
in Victoria, is 20 years imprisonment. As a category 

two o� ence, the Sentencing Act 1991 (Vic) requires 
that a person found guilty of this o� ence receive a 
custodial sentence, unless special reasons apply.

� e accident occurred at around 2.40pm on Fri-
day, September 6, 2019, when the Holden Com-
modore being driven north on the Goulburn Valley 
Highway, between Gillespies Road and Wunghnu 
Road, by Ms Hendy, veered into the south-bound 
lane and collided with a Holden Kia being driven by 
a 46 year-old Numurkah woman.

Ms Hendy’s sister Eloise Rigby, who was aged 23 
and lived in Strathmerton, and her partner Adam 
Boland, aged 39, from Shepparton, who were both 
passengers in the Commodore, were  killed in the 
collision.

Ms Hendy’s four year-old daughter, who was in 
the back seat of the Commodore, su� ered serious 
injuries and had to be extricated from the vehicle 
by  SES volunteers before being airli� ed to the Roy-
al Children’s Hospital. She has now recovered from 
her injuries. 

Ms Hendy and the driver of the Kia, who was that 
vehicle’s only occupant, both su� ered minor injuries 
and were taken to Goulburn Valley Health by ambu-
lance for treatment. 

Ms Hendy has not entered a plea to any of the 
charges, and will apply to have all charges with-
drawn at a contested commi� al hearing scheduled 
for October 13.

Katunga woman faces court over fatal accident

Corresponding with Her Majesty

JUST like a mighty oak grows from a tiny acorn, a photograph 
taken in Numurkah has led to correspondence between 
a local organisation and arguably the most famous, and 
respected, woman on the  planet. See story page 3.

Historical Society president Jeff Blackley and research offi cer Bernadette Steward under Numurkah’s mighty oak, with the letters to and from the 
queen. 
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SOUND 
WEATHERBOARD HOME

NO. 8 MACKENZIE STREET 
NUMURKAH

SATURDAY AUGUST 8TH
10.30AM

This well-maintained home is on concrete stumps 
and has a colorbond iron roof.   It comprises a lounge 
room, adjoining kitchen/dining room with electric 
stove, 3 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, vanity and 
toilet, laundry and separate 2nd toilet.  Outside there 
is a decked verandah, shade cloth car cover, carport 
and lock up garage/workshop, rainwater tank and a 
6-panel solar inverter system.  Ideal starter home or 
investment.

AUCTION

THIS SATURDAY

POLICE BEAT

THE pop-culture image 
of � re� ghters responding to 
cats stuck up trees is one that 
doesn’t happen much in reality, 
and they aren’t o� en called to 
rescue children with their toes 
stuck in doors either.

Yet, that’s exactly what hap-
pened last Wednesday a� er-
noon, when Katunga � re bri-
gade, along with Numurkah 
SES and ambulance, were 
turned out to an incident on 
Centre Road, Numurkah, 
where a � ve year old child had 
a toe stuck under a door.  

� e SES removed the door to 

release the child, and paramed-
ics checked the child.

Numurkah � re brigade re-
ceived a call to a� end the IGA 
car park in Melville Street, Nu-
murkah, at 2.53pm last Tues-
day, where it was reported that 
a child was locked in a car.  � e 
police stopped the � re brigade 
before it le�  the � re station.

Strathmerton and Yarroweyah 
� re brigades were turned out to 
support Cobram at an alarm 
at O� rey Homes, Campbell 
Drive, Cobram, at 6.05pm last 
Friday.  � ere was a fault in the 
alarm system.

Stuck toe gets big response
A 30 YEAR-OLD Wunghnu man 

has had his car impounded a� er being 
stopped by police on Quinn Street, 
Numurkah on Monday morning and 
found to be in breach of licence con-
ditions relating to an alcohol interlock.

� e red Holden Commodore was 
impounded for 30 days, at a cost of 
$1,200, and the driver will be sum-
monsed to a� end court at a future 
date.

Between July 25 and 27, diesel fuel, 
rigging equipment, chains and a grease 
gun were stolen from an excavator at 
a work site in Boals Road, Yalca. Nu-
murkah Police are investigating the 
the�  and encourage anyone with any 
information to contact the Numurkah 

Police station on 5862 3311.
� e Cobram area has experienced a 

signi� cant number of the� s in recent 
weeks, with residences, rural proper-
ties, businesses, an op-shop and a pri-
mary school being targeted.

A wide range of items have been sto-
len, including a Harley Davidson mo-
torcycle, 25 Angus ca� le, large quanti-
ties of power tools, a sewing machine, 
a horse-head statue, a laptop and per-
sonal protective equipment.

� e motorbike was later recovered 
by police and returned to the owner. 
A male o� ender has been charged by 
police and bailed to appear at the Co-
bram Magistrates Court at a later date.

Car impounded

John Trimble
I’d rather not wear a 

mask, but you’ve got to 
do what you’ve got to do. 
Going back into lockdown 
is like anything else - if the 
government says you’ve got 
to do it, then you’ve just got 
to do it. As long as it’s only 
for six weeks, then I’m okay 
with it.

Geo�  Swallow
I’ve got no problems with 

wearing a mask, and we’re 
only going back to stage three 
which is a lot be� er than 
Melbourne. My daughter and 
her family are in Melbourne 
and I’m cooking meals for 
them because they can’t get 
out and shop much. I drive 
down and leave them at the 
door and come back - I don’t 
even see them.

� is thing about ‘they’re 
infringing on my human 
rights’ is ridiculous, so we’re 
doing what we have to do to 
save lives, because of people 
who won’t do the right thing.

Maurice Pinzana
It’s all pre� y annoying, but 

if we’ve got to do it, then 
we’ve got to do it.

Lockdown is boring, so I’m 
not looking forward to it, but 
it’s necessary, so I’ll do it.

I’m lucky because I’m an 
essential worker so I still get 
out to go to work and I think 
that makes it a lot easier. 

THERE’S no denying that life 
is changing rapidly, and 2020 has 
thrown us all into a world we could 
never have anticipated. Since the 
Leader’s last edition, it has been 
announced that people in regional 

areas must join their metro cousins 
in the wearing of face masks when 
outside their homes, and more re-
cently, that, as of midnight tonight, 
we are heading back into stage three 
lockdown - with everything that en-

tails.
We took to Melville Street yester-

day to ask the people of Numurkah 
district how they are faring with the 
wearing of masks, and what they 
think of heading back into lock-

down. 
Unsurprisingly perhaps, they 

proved, for the most part, to be 
a hardy, stoic bunch who will do 
what has to be done to get the job 
done.

Louise Beverley
If it’s got to happen, it’s got to happen. � ere 

are worse things than wearing face masks and 
staying home. I hear people say they can’t 
wear a mask because they have asthma or ver-
tigo or something, but coronavirus doesn’t 
discriminate, and having those things won’t 
stop you ge� ing it, so you’re be� er o�  wear-
ing a mask.

Everywhere I go with the kids we wear 
them; Tillie’s under 12 so she doesn’t have to 
wear one, but there is no way I am le� ing her 
walk around town without a mask.

Millie Beverley
I’m � ne with wearing a mask and I go okay 

with home schooling. I don’t really like it, be-
cause it’s my last year of primary school and 
I’m separated from all of my friends, but we 
know what we need to do now, and it’s pre� y 
easy.

Tillie Beverley
� e masks are a bit uncomfortable, espe-

cially when you’re breathing in them for a 
long time, because they get really hot, but I 
don’t mind too much. Lockdown wasn’t too 
bad before, and I go pre� y good with home 
schooling, so I guess it’s okay that we have to 
do it again.

I just want it all to be over, and if this is what 
has to happen then we just have to do it.

Sandy Trimble
We’re so far removed from cases up here - 

why do we have to walk around with masks 
on? Melbourne’s in trouble and the rest of us 
are paying the price.

Going back into lockdown is a bit annoy-
ing, but we live in Cobram and we can’t even 
cross the border to play golf, so I suppose it 
doesn’t make that much di� erence.

What do you think of the 
(new) new normal?
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Applications are now open!

Goulburn Valley Water’s 2020/21  
Permanent Hydration Station program

Community groups and organisations in partnership with local 
councils are urged to apply to receive a free water refill station  
for their town in GVW’s service area.

Register your interest now at www.gvwater.vic.gov.au/community/sponsorship

Terms and conditions apply.
Closes

August 31 
2020

Melville Street, Numurkah

RETURNING TO RETURNING TO 
TAKEAWAY TAKEAWAY 

MEALS MEALS ONLYONLY
THURSDAYTHURSDAY

M O N D A Y  –  T H U R S D A Y
D I N N E R  O N L Y
5 : 3 0 P M  –  8 P M

F R I D A Y  –  S U N D A Y
L U N C H  &  D I N N E R

1 2  -  2 P M  5 : 3 0  -  8 P M 

D E L I V E R Y  A V A I L A B L E
W E E K E N D

 N I G H T S  O N L Y

5 8 6 2  1 0 5 1
B O T T L E  S H O P 

R E G U L A R  H O U R S
 7  D A Y S

T H A N K  Y O U
W E  T H A N K Y O U  F O R  Y O U R 

C O N T I N U E D  S U P P O R T  O V E R 
T H E  L A S T  F E W  M O N T H S  A N D 
L O O K  F O R W A R D  T O  S E E I N G 
Y O U  B A C K  I N  T H E  H O T E L  I N 

W E E K S  T O  C O M E . 
S T A Y  S A F E

Times have changed at

WUNGHNU
CAFE

TAKEAWAY ONLY
Monday - Friday 9am - 4pm

Saturday & Sunday 9am - 2pm

Coffee Tea, Brekky and Lunch.
Award winning  Cakes, Slices, 
Home Made Pies, Sausage 

Rolls and Jams

Ph: 5862 2028

JUST like a mighty oak grows from a tiny acorn, 
a photograph taken in Numurkah has led to cor-
respondence between a local organisation and ar-
guably the most famous, and respected, woman 
on the  planet.

When Mark McNamara posted a black and 
white photo of the great oak tree in Numurkah’s 
Memorial Park to Facebook last year, Je�  Stanyer 
reached out to tell him that there was an interest-
ing story behind the tree.

A li� le research showed that the 80th anniversa-
ry of the tree’s planting was mere days away, and, 
on July 20 last year, a special celebration was held 
to honour the tree and those behind its planting. 

� e oak started life as an acorn in Windsor 
Great Park, and was one of hundreds that were 
sent for planting across all corners of the British 
empire in commemoration of the coronation of 
King George IV, the current queen’s father, on  
May 12, 1937.

� e program was an initiative of the Auto-
motive Association of London, which sent the 
acorns to automobile associations across the em-
pire.

In Victoria, the acorns were germinated by the 
Victorian Tree Planters Association (VTPA)at 
its nursery in Melbourne’s Fitzroy Gardens. 

It was intended that any community that ap-
plied to receive a seedling could be given one, 
and fortunately somebody in Numurkah, whose 
name is lost to history, had the foresight to sub-
mit an application.

� ough it was originally intended that the seed-
lings would be distributed for planting across the 
state in 1938, in July of that year the VTPA decid-
ed to delay distribution for a year, as the seedlings 
were not yet strong enough. 

Measurements taken on the anniversary last 
year, showed its trunk had an impressive circum-
ference of 14 feet, and its canopy stretched 54 
feet across. 

Hearing the previously unknown story, Nu-
murkah and District Historical Society members 
got to the thinking that Queen Elizabeth II might 
be interested to know that a tree planted in her 
father’s honour almost a century ago is still going 
strong in a small, far-� ung corner of the empire.

Historical society president Je�  Blackley told 
the Leader that, though they weren’t necessarily 
surprised to get a reply to their le� er, it was a very 
pleasant thing to receive.

“� e le� er was from the Queen’s lady in wait-
ing and said that Her Majesty thanked us for our 
le� er and thought it kind of us to write to her,” 
he said.

“We just thought it would be nice to acknowl-
edge to her that a tree planted in her father’s hon-
our was still going strong, and we thought she 
might � nd that interesting.”

� e le� er says the queen is glad to hear the tree 
continues to thrive, and is so appreciated by the 
residents of Numurkah, especially during the an-
nual Anzac Day Service.

Historical society research o�  cer Bernade� e 
Steward was responsible for collating materials 
to include with the le� er, including historical 
photos and newspaper articles, and a copy of the 
Numurkah Leader showing last year’s anniversary 
celebration.

“We thought Her Majesty might enjoy seeing 
the history of it,” she said.

“And she’s been in lockdown too, so she might 
have enjoyed having the paper to read.”

Her Majesty the Queen reading the Leader? I’m 
all a-� u� er.

Queen thanks historical society

The queen says thanks ... The letter from the queen’s lady in waiting came on Windsor 
Castle letterhead. 

Corresponding with her Majesty ... Historical society president Jeff Blackley and research 
offi cer Bernadette Steward under Numurkah’s mighty oak, with the letters to and from the 
queen. 
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Town Entrance Signage – 
Have Your Say

Signs are being installed at all town 
entrances across the shire.
These signs will display an individual motif, for example a 
sheep, tree or water skier.

We are looking for ideas for motifs which reflect the nature 
and makeup of your town.

There will be two stages to this consultation process.

In this first stage, we would like to hear your ideas on what 
motif you believe would be suitable.

The second stage will be your chance to vote of the short list of 
motif ideas.

The chosen motif will then be placed 
front and centre and be an integral part 
of the entrance sign.

This new signage builds on the energy 
and impact of our revitalised logo and 
reinforces our vision of the shire working 
together to be a vibrant and prosperous 
rural community.

Go to our website for more information 
or to submit your ideas.

The feedback period for this first round 
of consultation will close 5pm Friday 14 
August.
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MOTIF 
GOES 
HERE

HERE we go again. As of midnight tonight, all 
of regional Victoria returns to stage three pan-
demic restrictions, with police enforcing the 
regulations and issuing fines to those who flout 
them. 

Though many of us saw it coming, and all of us 
are no doubt grateful that we are not subject to 
the stage four curfew and five kilometre radius 
restrictions that now apply in Melbourne, it’s  
certainly not something any of us are looking 
forward to.

If you’re in any doubt or confusion as to what 
regional Victorians are allowed to do, and not do, 
under stage three, a full guide is available on the 
DHHS website.

On Sunday, Premier Dan Andrews released 
the following statement regarding changes to re-
gional restrictions:

“From the outset of this second surge, our aim 
has been to protect regional communities. By 
putting a ring around the city, we want to protect 
the entirety of our state.

For the most part, it’s worked. But as we know, 
this virus doesn’t discriminate, and its only goal 
is to spread.

Based on the current numbers, it’s clear there is 
a real and growing threat in some regional com-
munities.

The thought of this virus getting into regional 
aged care – and wiping out entire generations 
within our regional communities – is something 
that keeps me up at night. I know I’m not alone.

We cannot let this virus tear through regional 
aged care in the way it has with private sector 
aged care in Melbourne.

We cannot let it mean more Victorians in hos-

pital beds. More Victorians hooked up to ma-
chines just to breathe.

And more Victorians – more grandparents, 
parents, sons, daughters, partners and loved 
ones – choked to death by an invisible enemy.

That’s not something I’m willing to accept. I 
don’t think it’s something any of us are willing 
to accept.

We must do more. We must go harder. It’s the 
only way we’ll get to the other side of this.

It’s why from 6pm tonight, Victoria will enter 
a State of Disaster. We used this same provision 
over summer, and as we step-up our fight against 
this public health bushfire, we need to use it 
again.

This will give our police additional powers to 
make sure people are complying with public 
health directions – more on which we’ll have to 
say in the coming days.

And from 11:59pm on Wednesday, region-
al Victoria will return to Stage Three “Stay at 
Home” restrictions.

That means there’ll again only be four reasons 
to be out: shopping for food and essential items. 
Care and caregiving. Daily exercise. Work and 
study – if you can’t do it from home.

Otherwise, you need to stay home.
Businesses in regional Victoria will also return 

to Stage Three restrictions.
That means restaurants and cafes can only of-

fer delivery and takeaway. Beauty and personal 
services will need to close. Entertainment and 
cultural venues will need to close. Community 
sport will need to stop.

This will be tough for these businesses and their 

workers – and we’ll have more to say very shortly 
about extra support to help get you through.

Face coverings will continue to be compulsory 
– ensuring that if we do have to be out, it’s in the 
safest way possible.

The question I know most parents will be 
asking: regional schools will return to remote 
and flexible learning – across all year levels and 
across the state. The only exception will be for 
our specialist schools.

Onsite supervision will again be made availa-
ble for students who need it, including children 
whose parents are permitted workers and vul-
nerable kids who can’t learn from home.

We know this will be a significant ask of parents 
with little ones – and big ones too. But I prom-
ise, as a parent to three, it’s an ask I don’t make 
lightly.

These changes will be in place for at least the 
next six weeks. As always, we’ll keep reviewing 
and realigning the restrictions in line with the 
advice of our health experts – and if we can 
change things earlier, we will.

I know there’ll also be questions about why re-
strictions are needed in some communities that 
have no cases.

But as we’ve learnt over the course of things, 
just because you have no cases today – doesn’t 

mean you won’t tomorrow. And when the cost of 
failure is measured in lives, it’s a risk we cannot 
afford to take.

I’ve had the job of leading this state for almost 
six years – more than 2000 days. And today is by 
far the hardest day – and the hardest decision.

But it is the decision I’ve made to keep our 
state safe.

The whole way through this, I promised to be 
upfront. So I’ll say this now. This will be imper-
fect. And for a little while, there’ll be more ques-
tions than answers.

It’s why I’m asking something else of Victori-
ans – please be calm, please be kind, please be 
patient.

I understand people will feel scared and sad 
and worried.

But we are Victorians – and we will get through 
this as Victorians. With grit, with guts and to-
gether.

All the temporary sacrifices we make now – all 
the time missed with mates, those delayed vis-
its to mum – those sacrifices will help keep our 
mates and our mums and our fellow Victorians 
safe.

We can – we will – get through this.
Apart. But together.”

Stage three restrictions 
return tomorrow

No-one cares
LOOKS like the ongoing ‘no-cares’ about 

the Numurkah community is happening 
again with the Moira Shire.

This is certainly not due to our councillors 
inaction, but evidently by the Moira Shire 
management that, at the end of the day, are 
charged with sustaining and managing the lo-
cal infrastructure.  

A poorly managed asbestos infected site 
that is in a residential area, in my opinion, is 
a certain ‘no-care’ scenario for the Numurkah 
community’s safety and wellbeing. 

Besides this asbestos incident, Moira Shire 
seems to have Numurkah on a low priority 
list, as is very evident by lack of movement on 
the flood mitigation for Numurkah. 

Eight years on from the devastating 2012 
floods, and the Numurkah community only 
has a commitment to the flood mitigation op-
tion A. To my understanding still no funding 
has been secured and no final mitigation plan 
has been established - potentially, therefore 
no funding.

I feel the Numurkah community is due for 
some special attention from the Moira Shire, 
specifically, get on with the Numurkah flood 
mitigation so the Numurkah residents south 
of the Broken Creek can be safe in the next 
flood event, and most of all, please do not 
mismanage dangerous asbestos infected 
worksites in residential areas of Numurkah 
which, as it happens, is also south of the Bro-
ken Creek.

Frustrated at the inaction
Brian Champion.
Numurkah

Asbestos outrage
SHOCKED is a complete understatement 

of my reaction to your report in last week’s is-
sue (29/7/20) titled ‘Moira Shire under EPA 
investigation’ into a worksite nestled in a high 
density residential area in Numurkah.

Whilst Mr. Close, and by association the 
entire Moira Shire executive management 
team, was reported as essentially saying 

“nothing to see here”, I’d question that there 
must be more to the issue at hand for three 
very evident reasons.

These would be:-
1. The ongoing investigation by both EPA 

and WorkSafe - these authorities do not con-
tinue investigations unless there is something 
of significance to unearth;

2. The fact that the site was shut down – 
work sites generally are not shut down unless 
there are substantial reasons for this;

3. Still the site has not reopened - if there 
was no issue with the site safety, after nearly 
three months, the site would be active again.

Even if our Moira Shire council can justifia-
bly answer my three major concerns - as I feel 
they should be addressed by the local govern-
ing body, and they (the Moira Shire) should 
be answerable to community concern, one 
cannot help but also ask why, as per the Lead-
er report, was the asbestos waste mishandled 
and disposed of out of EPA regulations in the 
first place?

Beside the Moira Shire’s responsibility to 
the local community and worker safety, there 
is the question of cost to the community. 
There is a common understanding (if by no 
other reason than by media) that EPA and 
WorkSafe fines are steep, and that should be 
read as $millions. There is no question that 
fines in the $millions will have a major effect 
on the limited budget available to the Moira 
Shire.

Our community should be outraged that, 
due to seemingly poor process, ratepayers’ 
money is being wasted on massive fines, 
money that could otherwise be far more ef-
fectively spent on our Moira Shire communi-
ty and necessary infrastructure maintenance 
and updates.

Also, why then has a property development 
site in the same block as the retardation basin 
been allowed to advance, in light of this as-
bestos investigation?

Surely the Moira Shire cannot turn a blind 
eye to the intrinsic link by locality. 

In my opinion, for the community and po-
tential worker safety, this site should also be 
investigated for risk of asbestos.

I am shocked, disheartened and worried.
Janene Champion
Numurkah
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Income support continues

JobKeeper

Coronavirus Supplement

28 Mar 2021

31 Dec 2020

The Australian Government is extending 
JobKeeper until 28 March 2021 and the  
temporary Coronavirus Supplement for those  
on income support until 31 December 2020,  
after which income support will continue.

For JobKeeper and the temporary Coronavirus 
Supplement there will be some changes to 
payments and eligibility to support businesses  
and households who need it most.

For information on how these changes affect you, 
visit Australia.gov.au

We’re extending 
financial support

Visit Australia.gov.au
Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

NCN Health has reduced its visiting 
hours to just one hour a day, in line with 
directions from the Victoria Govern-
ment. 

The number of visitors permitted to 
visit a person in hospital and residential 
aged care, in most cases, has been re-
duced to one visitor, for one hour per day.

NCN Health CEO Jacque Phillips said 
these directions have come from the Vic-
torian Government and are related to the 
declared State of Emergency in Victoria.

“Under this new direction, visitors are 
only allowed to attend when the visit is 
essential and where emotional and social 
support cannot be provided via electron-
ic or other non-contact means, for exam-
ple, telephone calls and video calls. 

“It is a requirement that health servic-
es implement these new visitor restric-
tions.”

The visitor restrictions extend beyond 
hospital inpatients and aged care, to also 
include patients attending urgent care, 
patients having an operation, and cli-
ents attending community and primary 
health appointments.

“Community members who are com-
ing to our health service for the purpose 
of community health, primary health or 
to see the GP can also only bring one per-
son with them.”

Ms Phillips said NCN Health is work-
ing with residents, patients, clients and 
their families to ensure they are able to 
access the support and health care they 
need.

She said there are some exceptions to 
the new visitor restrictions.

“Some examples of exceptions include 
visitors supporting end of life care, and 
visitors who are the parent or guardian of 
a patient under 18 years of age.”

These new restrictions came into effect 
on July 23 and will be in place until at 
least August 16. 

If you are unsure how these restrictions 
might affect you, it is recommended you 
call the health service before visiting.

“We understand this is a challenging 
time and these changes may cause anx-
iety and concern. Please be assured the 
health and safety of our residents, pa-
tients, staff, loved ones and community is 
our priority,” Ms Phillips said.

Visitors entering the health service, will 
have their temperature checked and be 
screened and asked to provide contact 
details, as well as being required to sign 
in and sign out.

Less time 
for hospital 
visits

GOULBURN Valley Water customers in 
the local area will continue to benefit from 
low water costs, as prices fall for the third year 
in a row.

Customers can expect to save about $11 an-
nually on a typical residential bill, with new 
prices to apply to water supply and wastewa-
ter charges from July 1, 2020.

Bill prices for an average residential house-
hold will be about $895 in 2020-21, com-
pared to $906 in 2019-20.

Managing director Peter Quinn said GVW 
aimed to strike a balance between providing 
value-for-money, while still providing safe 
and reliable water and wastewater services.

“One of the cornerstones of our 2018-23 
pricing submission was our drive to provide 

the best value possible for our customers,” Mr 
Quinn said.

“We hope keeping water prices low will also 
continue to provide relief to people who have 
been financially impacted by the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, and we encourage 
anyone who needs assistance with their bill 
to contact our team on 1300 360 007 to see 
how we can help.”

Goulburn Valley Water offers customers a 
number of flexible options to suit individual 
circumstances, such as payment plans, pay-
ment extensions and assistance to apply for 
any applicable rebate or grant programs.

Access to financial support is now also avail-
able for business customers.

Goulburn Valley Water will also not be 

charging interest on overdue accounts during 
the coronavirus incident.

Water and sewerage prices reflect the costs 
associated with sustaining and upgrading 
Goulburn Valley Water’s critical water and 
sewerage assets, comprising the network of 
dams, water and sewerage treatment plants, 
reservoirs, pumping stations, mains and 
more.

Goulburn Valley Water’s prices are set every 
five years as part of the regular pricing sub-
mission process, and reviewed and approved 
by the Essential Services Commission, Victo-
ria’s independent essential services regulator.

A full list of prices for the 2020-21 financial 
year can be found at www.gvwater.vic.gov.au/
residential/your-account/fees-and-charges.

Paying less for water
IT’S day three of mandatory mask-wearing 

across Victoria, and though it’s unlikely that many 
of us are enjoying it, those of us who leave the 
house regularly, and for long periods, are starting 
to get in the swing of things.

Though we all know that masks are mandatory 
when we leave the house, there is still some con-
fusion about what we need to do about them in 
vehicles. Here is the official word on masks and 
travelling in a vehicle:

If you are driving alone, or only with people 
from your household, you are not required to 
wear a face covering.

If you are driving for work, or with people you 
don’t live with, you must wear a face covering un-
less you have a lawful excuse.

You must wear a face covering if you are a pas-
senger or driver in a commercial vehicle, such as a 
taxi or Uber, unless you have a lawful excuse.

If you are in a vehicle in a circumstance where 
you are not required to wear a face covering, you 
must put your face covering on before you leave 
the vehicle. 

Do I have to 
wear a mask 
in the car?
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If you have any of these symptoms get tested and stay home.  

Getting tested means you keep yourself, your friends, family, 

workplace and your community safe. 

It’s not over yet.

YOU’VE GOT

SYMPTOMS

IF

GET TESTED

THESE

Find out where to get tested visit 
vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS

Fever Runny nose

Shortness
of breath

Loss of sense 
of smell or taste

Chills 
or sweats

Sore throat Cough 
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Campaigning for change ...  Diane Hill, John Watson and Elva Harris are petitioning council to help Numurkah be 
accredited as RV friendly.

Council considers RV petition
MOIRA Shire Council is review-

ing its RV strategy in response to 
a petition requesting that it do all 
things necessary to enable Nu-
murkah to qualify for CMCA RV 
Friendly Town status. 

The petition argued that by hav-
ing RV Friendly status, Numurkah 
could reap an economic benefit 
from the significant number of 
self-contained RVs currently trav-
elling past.

The petition was presented to 
council in late June, with around 
70 signatures, which were  collect-
ed in just a few days of campaign-
ing.  Around 90% of local business 
operators had signed the petition, 
though pandemic conditions had 
left little opportunity for other 
community members to sign. 

The petition states:
• Numurkah businesses have 

been suffering since the COV-
ID-19 lockdown started, many are 
struggling to survive; 

• Reinstating Numurkah as an RV 
Friendly town would capitalise on 
the opportunity presented by very 
limited overseas travel, so travelling 
in their RVs will be the only holiday 
option for many grey nomads, re-
tirees, holiday makers and families. 
There are over 700,000 registered 
caravans, camper trailers and mo-
tor homes currently registered in 

Australia;
• RV travellers do more than just 

stay overnight, they enjoy time in 
Numurkah, stopping for a coffee, 
browsing in the shops or going for 
a walk along the creek; and 

• Reinstating Numurkah’s RV 
friendly status would not take busi-
ness away from other accommoda-
tion venues. It would bring more 
tourists to the town, enabling busi-
nesses to work together to realise 
Numurkah’s tourism potential.

John Watson, who is one of 
those responsible for the petition, 
said Numurkah being accredited 
as RV friendly would provide a 
much-needed boost to local busi-
nesses doing it tough in the face of 
the COVID-19 situation.

“If you look dispassionately at 
where you can find a group of peo-
ple to come and spend money at 
local retail and service business-
es, RV travellers are an obvious 
choice,” he said.

At its recent July meeting council 
thanked the petition organisers for 
their efforts and resolved to have 
staff and stakeholders review the 
RV strategy as it relates to Numur-
kah and report back to council on 
any recommended changes to the 
strategy.

THE GRAIN Store will be 
able to expand its cross-cul-
tural collaboration between 
aboriginal and non-aboriginal 
artists with the awarding of a 
$10,000 grant from the State 
Government.

Member for Northern Victo-
ria Mark Gepp announced last 
week a total of $15,000 to local 
recipients to support their cre-
ative endeavours.

In addition to the GRAIN 
Store’s funding, Numurkah 
furniture designed Damien 
Hipwell will receive $5,000 to 
support product development 
and marketing activities for his 
furniture designs.

The Sustaining Creative 
Workers program provides 
targeted, quick response as-
sistance to Victorian creatives 
who have been hard-hit by the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

GRAIN Store gallery and 
venue managed Kristen Re-
tallick said her committee was 
thrilled to receive the grant, 
seeing it as a great achievement.

“The project we are using the 
funding for is actually research 
and development towards 
creating a major exhibition 
‘Seeing the Lands, Waters and 
Peoples’, which is planned as 
part of our 2021 program,” Ms 
Retallick said.

“Our current online and on 
site exhibition, ‘Always Was, 
Always Will Be’ is the first 
step towards the intended 
cross-cultural collaboration 
work between aboriginal and 
non-aboriginal artists and oth-
ers, as planning for the 2021 
project. ‘Always Was, Always 
Will Be’ is a partnered project 
with Kaiela Arts, aboriginal art 
centre in Shepparton, which 
is also featuring works from 
the show in its gallery window 
space and at the Darwin Abo-
riginal Arts Fair, which is being 
delivered online this year. 

“The partnership has already 

been a fantastic opportunity 
for both galleries’ audiences 
and artists to become familiar 
with each other’s processes and 
strengthen our working rela-
tionship, which we intend to 
build further as the project de-
velops. This work will include 
workshops, discussion sessions 
and collaborative art making.”

This second tranche of the 
Sustaining Creative Workers 
program delivers grants total-
ling $2.3 million to 373 inde-
pendent creatives and creative 
micro-businesses and organ-
isations right across Victoria 
– including artists, writers, mu-
sicians, filmmakers, festivals, 
galleries, design studios, fash-
ion labels and more. 

The grants will enable them 
to develop, deliver and adapt 
their work in a changed envi-
ronment, including supporting 
equipment upgrades, research 
and development, digital initia-
tives and professional and busi-
ness capacity building.

Prior to the pandemic, the 
creative industries employed 
280,000 Victorians and con-
tributed $31 billion annually to 
the state economy. 

“In recent months the sec-
tor has been devastated due to 
coronavirus related restrictions 
and closures, with thousands 
of people losing work and in-
come,” Mr Gepp said.

“The Sustaining Creative 
Workers initiative is investing 
in the careers of local crea-
tives when they need it most. 
The Victorian Government is 
determined to help the sector 
survive, adapt and connect 
with audiences during this pan-
demic and beyond.

“I’m pleased to announce 
these grants which will keep lo-
cal creatives working through 
this tough period of restric-
tions, allowing them to fu-
ture-proof their business and 
weather the storm.”  

GRAIN Store secures funds 
to develop exhibition

COMMUNITY sport and recreation clubs across Northern 
Victoria will receive a welcome boost to help them get back 
to play following coronavirus restrictions, thanks to latest 
tranche of the Victorian Government’s Community Sport 
Sector Short-term Package Stream 2.

Member for Northern Victoria, Mark Gepp MP announced 
last week, the latest successful sport and recreation clubs 
across the Moira Shire, who will each receive a grant of 
$1,000 through the Community Sport Sector COVID-19 
Survival Package. 

Vice president of the Katunga Football Netball Club Chris 
Bethell said the money would help to support the club with 
costs that had impacted the club, even before the scheduled 
start of the season.

“While the season has been cancelled due to the pandemic, 
the club had put significant time and money into recruiting, 
training and getting the club ready to play when the season 
was postponed in late March,” Mr Bethell said. 

“The grant allows for items like assisting with paying utili-
ties bills. While it will cover a lot of the power bill, the club 
will also seek other funding and sponsorship, where available, 
to continue maintaining the Katunga facility and get started 
next year. 

“The club and recreation reserve committee of management 
had projects that were on the table at the start of the year, and 
are still working hard to continue to deliver these to provide 
a good community facility for the people of Katunga and dis-
trict.”

The Nathalia Golf Club is hoping to put its grant money 

towards the upkeep of machinery, starting with replacing the 
clutch in the tractor.

The latest successful Moira shire recipients are as follows:
• Katunga Football Netball Club
• Nathalia Golf Club
• Nathalia Lawn Tennis Club Inc.
• Nathalia Little Athletics Club Inc.
• Strathmerton Golf Club Inc.
• 1st Baulkamaugh Scout Group
• Numurkah Croquet Club Inc.
• Nathalia Association Cricket Club Inc.
• Picola United Football Club
• Wunghnu Bowls Club Inc.
• Katamatite Cricket Club Inc.
• Yarroweyah Football Netball Club Inc.
• Cobram Cricket Club
• 1st Cobram Scout Group
• Cobram horse & Pony Club
• Cobram Junior Soccer Inc.
• Cobram Lawn Tennis Club Inc.
• The St. James Golf Club Inc.
• 1st Dookie Scout Group
• Cobram Barooga Canoe Club Inc.
• Yarrawonga And Mulwala Table Tennis Association     
  Incorporated
• Yarrawonga Mulwala Amateur Canoe Club
• Yarrawonga/Mulwala Swimming Club Inc.
• Cobram Barooga Swimming Club

Sporting grants awarded

COMMUNITY sport in Moira Shire 
has been given a boost thanks to a grant 
from the Victorian Government aimed 
at helping local leagues and associations 
ride out the coronavirus pandemic and 
come back ready to play.

Member for Member for Northern 
Victoria, Mark Gepp MP today an-
nounced two local sporting leagues 
and associations will share in $15,625 
funding approved for the Moira re-
gion from the Government’s Com-
munity Sport Sector COVID-19 
Short-term Survival Package.

These grants will enable the organ-
isations to meet fixed costs to ensure 
they can remain operationally viable 
and provide a valuable boost for their 
clubs and membership. It will also 
help them safely operate and reacti-
vate at the other side of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The Picola & District Football 
Netball League  has been awarded 

$10,000, and the Yarrawonga-Mul-
wala Basketball Association will also 
receive funding.

Picola league operations manager 
Shane Railton said the money would 
be used to assist the league to meet 
fixed costs.

“It will help us to remain opera-
tionally viable, and to recommence 
football and netball post COVID,” Mr 
Railton said.

Since the start of the coronavirus 
shutdown, the community sport and 
active recreation sector has suffered 
significant revenue losses, putting 
sporting associations, leagues and 
clubs at financial risk.

Mr Gepp said there are now 200 
local leagues and associations across 
the state who have scored a share in 
more than $1.4 million thanks to the 
Victorian Government’s Community 
Sport Sector COVID-19 Short-term 
Survival Package. 

“These organisations are an inte-
gral part of our local community. The 
Community Sport Sector COVID-19 
Survival Package is helping the com-
petition and clubs keep their eyes to-
wards a return to play,” Mr Gepp said.

“Ensuring community sport and ac-
tive recreation organisations survive 
this crisis and come back better than 
ever is critical to our economic and 
social recovery, and to our commu-
nity’s physical and mental wellbeing.

“From supporting our local clubs 
and sporting associations, to invest-
ing in shovel-ready infrastructure pro-
jects - I am proud to be part of the An-
drews Government that recognises 
the importance sport and recreation 
plays in building resilient and healthy 
communities.”

The grants are part of the govern-
ment’s strong investment in support-
ing community sport and active rec-
reation in these challenging times.

Funds to keep sport alive
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Support available, don’t miss out

Apply today for the Victorian Government’s 
On-Farm Drought Resilience Grant.

The program provides up to $5,000 for 
on-farm infrastructure improvements and up 
to $5,000 for business planning and advice.

Grant closes 28 August 2020 or until funds 
are expended.  

To apply, visit ruralfi nance.com.au or call 1800 260 425. For more 
information visit agriculture.vic.gov.au/dryseasons or call 136 186.

On-Farm 
Drought 
Resilience 
Grant

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

A CUPPA WITH DOMA CUPPA WITH DOM

Full name? Debra Ann Oliver
Age? 57
Marital status? Married with one daughter
Schools a� ended? St Joseph’s Primary School 

Nagambie, Sacred Heart College Seymour, Sey-
mour Technical College, Rusden Teachers Col-
lege

Summer or winter? Summer
Beach or mountains? Beach
Oscar the Grouch or Cookie Monster?

Cookie Monster
Crunchie or Violet Crumble? Violet Crum-

ble
Elvis or � e Beatles? Elvis
AC/DC or INXS? AC/DC. I had that 

scratched on my school dictionary when I was in 
year 10.

Favourite colour? Green
Favourite song? Landslide by Fleetwood Mac. 

I like the Dixie Chicks version as well; I’m a bit 
of a country fan.

Favourite TV show? Peaky Blinders
Favourite movie? Avatar
Favourite book? � e Book � ief by Marcus 

Zuzak
What football team do you support? Colling-

wood
Do you make lists? Yes, I make to-do lists for 

work
Who do you admire?
I admire ordinary people sometimes. At the 

moment I admire my mother, because she’s had 
a really tough life and she puts up with a lot of 
pain and still gets up and goes on. I like reading 
biographies, and I admire women that are real-
ly strong, and maybe the � rst in their � eld to do 
something, like Michelle Obama, and Julia Gil-
lard when she was in power. I admire people who 
challenge the boundaries, and people who are re-
ally into social justice. I admire people that come 
from a disadvantaged background and achieve. 

I’m not a deeply political person, but I think 
Barack Obama did a good job, and I think Daniel 
Andrews is doing a good job. I don’t like Austral-
ian politics and the way they go at each other’s 
throats and always criticise the opposite side, 
even if that’s not what’s good for the country. I 
get a bit disillusioned with politics and the way 
it’s run.

If you could have one superpower what 
would it be?

I think it would be pre� y good to be able to � y. 
� at’d be fun.

If you could have one talent what would it 
be?

I’d like to be a really good singer, which I’m 
de� nitely not.

What type of kid were you?
If you talked to my parents, they’d say I always 

had my nose in a book; I was always reading. My 
dad was a shearer and my mum was a cook at the 
local hospital, and my mum’s favourite photo of 
me is me si� ing on a bale of hay in the shearing 
shed, reading a book. I did all the normal things 
kids do; my family was pre� y keen on sport so 
we all played netball in the winter and tennis in 
the summer, and we’d go to the local footy, which 
I still enjoy doing. I was just your average country 
kid really. We’d come from school in the summer, 
jump on our bikes, ride to the lake at Nagambie, 
swim ‘til it was dark and ride home and have tea. 

When you were a kid, what did you want to 
be when you grew up?

I wanted to be a teacher, but I thought about 
being a journalist as well. 

What appealed to you about being a teacher?
I really love learning. I really enjoyed school. I 

was good at it, and if you’re good at something 
you usually like it. I like to challenge myself; I 
don’t like things being too easy, because that’s 
boring, so I always like to take it up to the next 
step. I could see pre� y early on, that if I was ed-
ucated I would have more choices in life. I don’t 
come from an a�  uent background; my parents 
struggled. I was the eldest of four kids, and we 
had a cousin who mum and dad took in and 
raised with us as well. Nobody had ever gone to 
university in my family, so that was an aspiration 
for me from early on.

Were you encouraged in that, or was it as-
sumed that because nobody had done it be-
fore you, it wasn’t an option?

No, I was very encouraged. � e only thing that 
worried me, was how we could a� ord it. But it 
was the time of free university education, and 
if you were from a low income household you 
could get an allowance, which I got. � ere were 
also some really good people from Nagambie 
who had moved to Burwood, and I boarded with 
them. I would have loved to live on res, but it was 
way too expensive. I also worked on the holidays, 
at Mitchelton winery, and Tahbilk, and wait-
ressed in the local pub.

Before university, you took a gap year and 
worked in the tax o�  ce; what did you learn 
from that?

A cuppa with Debra
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Unveiling School Honor Board —The ceremony 
of unveiling the honor board that has been erected to 
the memory of some 240 past scholars of the Numur-
kah State-school who enlisted in the Great War will be 
performed in the school -grounds to-morrow (Thurs-
day)afternoon by Brigadier-General - Forsyth who will 
be accompanied by several prominent public men.

A cordial invitation is given to all interested to attend 
the function. Returned soldiers are notified that they 
will be allowed to wear uniform on the occasion, and all 
are invited to be present. The committee would be glad 
if employers would allow as many employees as possible 
to attend the function, which is expected to last for about 
an hour.

Mooroopna Hospital.—Cr W. A Campbell, Nu-
murkah district representative on the Mooroopna Hos-
pital board of management, has received some statistics 
from the secretary (Mr W. F. Maher) that are interesting, 
showing, as they do, that not only is the hospital doing a 
very fine work, but is doing it much cheaper than other 
institutions, whilst the rate of mortality is remarkably 
low. The return shows that for the year ended 30th June 
last 1346 patients were treated at the hospital, and the 
number of deaths was 81. This gave a mortality percent-
age of 6.0, that figure being reached by a gradual reduc-
tion in the rate of the mortality from 6.83 (in 1917), 6.19 
(in 1918), and 6.5 (in 1919).

The daily average of patients treated has increased to 
82, whilst the average cost per bed has, despite the huge 
increases in the cost of everything used in connection 
with hospital work, increased by only £2 over 1919, 
and £4 over 1917. When it is stated that the average 
cost per bed in all country institutions in 1919 (the fig-
ures for 1920 are not available yet) was £93, and that for 
the Mooroopna Hospital £71 only, it will be seen how 
economically the institution is being conducted. The 
number of operations performed last year totalled 227 
with two deaths only, appendicitis operations, 102, be-
ing included in the number. From these latter operations 
there were no deaths. The outbreak of diphtheria was 
responsible for 278 cases being treated, ad the deaths 
numbered three only.

Needs Filling.—A big hole loosely filled with “slush” 
in front of Stewart’s hairdressing saloon needs filling with 
solid material in order to avert what may be a serious ac-
cident. Already several motor cars have been “bogged” 
in the hole, the cars having to be lifted out bodily. Should 
a horse put a foot into the hole it will be a miracle if its leg 
be not broken, for the excavation is about three feet deep 
and two feet square. If it were open on top, it would not 
be so bad, but filled as it is it is a trap.

NUMURKAH AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
MEETING OF EXECUTIVE

The monthly meeting of the above was held on 
Tuesday last, when there were present;—Messrs J. F. 
McKenna (President), J. Findlay, N. Sutcliffe (vice-Pres-
idents), Christie (2), Allen (2), C. T. Trengrove. W. 
Hooper, G. and W . Moss, R. Adams, J. G. Hodgson, E. 
Watters, R. Kilpatrick, G. and W. FowIer, W. Leavey, J. 
Calder, R. C. Gordon, J Grant, J. E. Harper (treasurer), 
and W. A. FairIess (secretary). Apologies were received 
from Messrs J. Tyers, G. Bedwell, W. J. Thornton and P. 
Deane. Mr Deane intimated in a letter that as he could 
not attend meetings on Tuesdays, he desired to evince 
his interest in the society by donating a hat to the value of 
30/- to the member selling the greatest number of tick-
ets.— The announcement was received with applause.

Improving the Grounds
Mr Christie, sen., reported on the proposals for im-

proving the grounds. Particular attention was being 
paid at the moment to enlarging the ring and reducing 
the sharp angles, and to this end it was suggested that a 
length of fencing near the pig pens be removed, giving 
a strip of an extra two chains in width to work on to im-
prove the shape of the ring.

Rain.—A heavy rain storm passed over the town 
on Thursday night, accompanied by hail. Eighty-three 
points were registered at the Numurkah P.O., which 
brought the total for the month to 204 points.

This week in 1920 ... 
To celebrate the State Library of Victoria’s 

digitising of the war years editions of the Numurkah 
Leader, each week we will include the news of the 
week, 100 years ago.

To view these editions online go to trove.nla.gov.
au/ndp/del/title/591.

� at I’m reasonable with numbers, and I like 
working with numbers, but I have a much deep-
er interest in literature and words. When I was 
working there, I started writing for myself. On 
� exitime, if you worked really hard you could get 
your work done quickly, so I had time to write.

I was only there a few weeks before I realised 
that I really wanted to go to university. 

It was interesting working there, I was a state 
transfer clerk, and then I was a cashier, and I was 
fascinated by the amount of tax people pay. If I had 
stayed in that area, I would have gone on and done a 
degree in accounting or � nance, but I knew it wasn’t 
for me and I wanted to go another way.

If you had told young Deb straight out of 
teachers college that she would be principal 
of a school one day, what would she have said? 

If you’d told me I’d be principal of a primary 
school, I wouldn’t have believed you. I always 
aspired to being a principal to be honest, but I’d 
trained to work in secondary schools and that’s 
where I almost always worked before I came 
here. Sometimes people lie about their ambi-
tions, but I always aspired to be principal, and I 
always planned to work my way up to that. � ere 
were times along the journey where I temporari-
ly changed my mind, and thought ‘oh, you could 
do these other things instead’. But, what happens 
is, you pre� y quickly realise that, if you want to 
make signi� cant changes you actually need to be 
in a position to do that. You can be a classroom 
teacher, but you’re looking at the English curric-
ulum and you want to have a say in how it works, 
so you realise that you need to do more. You 
start pu� ing your hand up to help, and before 
long people say ‘you should apply for that Eng-
lish position’. So, you apply and get the position 
and then do that for a while and then you think 
‘hang on, now I’m interested in the whole school 
curriculum’, so you get in a position to manage 
curriculum. 

� en, you think you need a change, and you’ve 
developed an interest in welfare, and in helping 
the year seven and eights, and their families, 
manage the challenges of that transition, you 
become a junior school coordinator. � en you 
start having bigger ideas about what you could 
do, and realise that if you were assistant principal 
you could do that. 

I’ve seen some really great leaders, and had 
some really great principals over the years. You 
see how those people operate and you know that 
a good principal can really in� uence a school for 
the be� er. But it’s not an easy job. 

What do you love most about being a teacher?
� e best thing about being a teacher is seeing 

children learn, and the joy they get from learn-
ing. When they grasp a new idea, or start asking 
more challenging questions, and you see that 
growth, it’s wonderful. Whether you’re talking 
about a prep child that couldn’t read, and then 
can read, or a grade six child who is all of a sud-
den seeing deeper meaning in a text that they 
hadn’t seen before, or whether it’s a high school 
child that says ‘ I � nally get how to write an essay’. 
Because I’m a big reader myself, and I’ve worked 
so much in literacy, probably my biggest joy is 
seeing children enjoying reading. I think if you 
enjoy reading, it has a � ow-on e� ect in so many 
aspects of your life.

What’s the hardest thing about being a 
teacher?

You would really like to always be able to con-
centrate on the cra� , and on the actual learning, 
but there are so many other factors. As a class-
room teacher, you have to wear so many other 
hats; wellbeing coordinator, disciplinarian, 
and all the other hats. It’s not an easy job, as a 
classroom teacher, managing so many di� erent 
children. � e hardest thing is, they all come in 
with di� erent abilities; within one class you have 
the full range of abilities, and you need to make 
sure you know where each kid is at and that you 
can provide work to get them to the next point. 
� at’s hard, and there are so many things to dis-
tract you away from that.

As a principal, I wish that I could always focus 
on the learning for the whole school, but there 
is a lot of administration work that you have to 
do; things like OH&S that are important that 
someone in the school does them, but I can’t 
say I get great joy from a lot of that type of work, 
but you have to do it as part of your job. In a big-
ger school, you have people who can do those 
things, but in a smaller school, you’re hands on 
and have to spread yourself more thinly across a 
lot of jobs.

What do you wish parents understood 

about teaching?
� at it is a profession. It is something that we 

train in, and there is a whole wealth of knowl-
edge that we understand about how children 
learn to read and how they learn mathematics 
and other things. I sometimes wish that parents 
would trust us more with the teaching and learn-
ing side.

I understand that parents know their children 
and are close to their children, but I think that 
sometimes parents aren’t as understanding of the 
fact that a teacher is working with 25 children. I 
sometimes wish there was more respect for the 
education and the ongoing learning that teachers 
do, and the professionalism that they have.

One of the good things to come out of the 
COVID situation is that, because parents were 
helping teach their children at home, almost 
all of the conversations we’ve had with parents 
have been about the learning. Some parents were 
ringing about strategies to help their children, so 
I think it’s led to a deeper appreciation of what 
teachers do. A couple of parents asked me to 
have phone conversations with their kids to ask 
them to do their work for mum and dad.

Do you think that there is too much helicop-
ter parenting now?

I think we need to build more resilience in 
young children. I do think it’s really important, 
when something happens, for children to have 
consequences. You want parents to trust your 
integrity that when something happens, you’re 
looking out for every child, and trying to be fair. 
It does appear to me, at times, that parents are 
not always willing to accept when their child has 
broken the school rules, or not abided by the val-
ues of the school. But, for every one that doesn’t, 
there are 10 that do. 

Parents want to protect their children, and we 
want to give them new experiences and teach 
them resilience. 

Has COVID-19 presented the most chal-
lenging time for you as a school leader?

It has been very challenging, but I don’t know 
if I’d say it is the most challenging, because there 
have been other challenging times at schools in 
my career.

COVID-19 has been extremely challenging 
because we had to shi�  very quickly into remote 
learning and many of our sta�  weren’t quite there 
yet. So, something that I had been intending to 
phase in over 12 months, we had to get ready for 
in a couple of weeks.

Did you ever foresee a time when the 
schools would close?

No, I never would have thought that we’d be 
in a situation where schools would be closing, 
or where Melbourne is in lockdown, or real-
ly anything else that’s happening. I remember 
walking into the supermarket the � rst time they 
put up the plastic shields, and I just had this aw-
ful feeling about the world we’re moving into. 
I don’t know what the future holds, because in 
the holidays we all thought we were coming out 
of it, but we didn’t. Last term, I wouldn’t have 
predicted that this term would be the way it is. 
We’re having to make decisions now like, do we 
cancel camps, even though they’re in term four. 
But term one wasn’t like we expected, and term 
two wasn’t either, and this term isn’t shaping up 
like we thought it would. I think it’s really stress-
ful for the whole community. I think that’s where 
adaptability and resilience and those types of 
qualities come into play, and become so impor-
tant.

People compare this to the Spanish � u, but 
I don’t think, when there is a huge change like 
this, that we are ever the same, and I think there 
are things that we are doing now that we will 
keep with us. I imagine sanitising hands, and 
our awareness of germs and disease, are things 
that will stay with us. I think the way we’ve been 
using technology is something we will use a lot 
more in the future. Our school council Zoom 
meetings have been really e� ective, for example, 
so that’s something we might consider keeping 
up.

I think this will change the way people work. 
� ere was this old idea that you had to travel into 
the o�  ce, but a lot of people have discovered 
that you don’t need to be at work, to work.

On a personal level, is there anything you 
are looking forward to ge� ing back to?

I think, just having some certainty; knowing 
that if you plan something, then it can go ahead. 
I’d been thinking I might take some long service 
leave and travel overseas this year or next year, 
but that’s obviously not going to happen. I’m 

looking forward to knowing that it’s safe to trav-
el. I know so many people that had travel plans 
that have had to cancel them. I think Bunnings 
has been doing pre� y well, because people are 
investing in their homes because they can’t go 
anywhere. We’ve got a big garden, and all my 
pruning is up to date because I’ve been home 
and had time to do it.

Your daughter is studying to be a teacher; 
did you feel proud that she decided to follow 
in your footsteps?

I just wanted her to grow up to be kind and car-
ing and have a sense of social justice, and I think 
that’s pre� y much what she’s about. She wasn’t 
sure whether she wanted to work in welfare, or 
if she wanted to teach. She did a traineeship at 
Shepp High during her gap year, then started 
doing an arts degree, before switching to teaching.

She’s doing really well, and I’m really proud of her.
Do you give her advice about teaching?
Yes. I tell her it’s all about relationships, and 

that children will only learn from teachers that 
they feel like them. It’s really important to build 
a relationship with the child � rst and foremost, 
but you have to have control in the classroom. It 
is a balance, especially with high school students. 
� ey know if you’re insincere, so it’s not an easy 
gig. You have to be passionate about your sub-
ject, but you also need to be passionate about all 
the di� erent types of kids in your class and not 
be a pushover.

To be a good teacher, you need to have good 
social skills, the capacity to build relationships, 
and you need to be resilient. You need to � exible 
and adaptable, because you might need to move 
between subjects and grades. You need to be able 
to forgive people and turn over a new leaf every 
day and not hold grudges. 

I do believe that you need to have a deep inter-
est in learning and how children learn. You need 
to be a learner yourself. If you think you know it 
all, you won’t be a good teacher. A good teacher 
takes students on a journey with them. 

I love teaching, and what I miss most, being a 
principal, is the hands-on teaching. 

Numurkah is classi� ed as a low socio-eco-
nomic area, what e� ect do you think that has 
on the younger population?

I don’t want children’s postcode to determine 
where they can be in life.

We can only intervene from prep onwards, but 
if you intervene as early as you can, that’s real-
ly important. We have children starting school 
trauma-e� ected, so we’ve done some training in 
trauma-informed practice.

We have been building up a very strong well-
being team here at the school, because what you 
want is for the children who are disadvantaged to 
be at the same speed as everyone else, so they are 
ready for learning.

We have a psychologist here one day a week, 
and we also have an occupational therapist and a 
speech pathologist as well. We have a sta�  mem-
ber who also looks a� er the interests of disabled 
students and students who are in out of home 
care, as well as a wellbeing coordinator.

Our job is to work together to make sure stu-
dents and families are supported, so that every-
one can be on the same playing � eld. 

What sort of results are you seeing from 
that?

Our year three results in reading, writing and 
numeracy have been at state level, even though 
we’re a disadvantaged school, and that’s an im-
pact of that. � ose results in the younger levels 
have been continually improving as a result of all 
of the work we’ve put in. 

� ere’s no NAPLAN this year, and I’m a bit an-
noyed about that, because we were ready – we 
were going to kill it.

If you could have one wish for the education 
system what would it be?

A one-tier system, without public or private. 
� e inequity in funding creates a disadvantage 
across the board. 

What one issue do you feel humankind 
needs to resolve to ensure a positive future?

Con� ict. We need to learn to get along with 
each other. Almost every war ever fought has 
started with religion, so we need to stop � ghting 
over religion. I think being more accepting of 
the di� erence of others is crucial; I don’t know 
if that’s possible.  

With COVID-19, it’s happening to everyone 
around the world and � nger-pointing isn’t help-
ing. It doesn’t ma� er right now where it came 
from right now, we just need to work with each 
other to get through it. 
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Buildings & Alterations
of Quality Homes

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations
MOBILE

0418 326 478
NumurkahReg No. DB-U6526
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Reg No DBU24094

Specialising in:
• New Homes • Pergolas • Reroofi ng

Specialising in septic systems
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

Matt: 0407 046 331  Phil: 0419 360 905 
Mark: 0427 646 231

Reg No DBU24094

Numurkah Building & Plumbing P/LNumurkah Building & Plumbing P/L

Numurkah Sand and GravelNumurkah Sand and Gravel
Ph: Ph: Kris -Kris - 0437 073 244    0437 073 244   Ash -Ash - 0418 879 636 0418 879 636

Truck and dogs • Water truck hire • Loader hire • Road grader at 140m 
1xgps • Excavator 2x20t 1x30t gps  • White rock • Cream and red granite 

• Hill rock • 20mm - 40mm brown rock • Blue rock (various sizes) • 
Stone dust • Washed pebbles (various sizes) • Agg rock and Septic 

rock • Garden topsoil • Packing sand • Lawn sand • Washed river sand • 
Commix • Compost • Mulch and barks

NEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAHNEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAH

Call in
and browse
through our digital
photo library today.
It’s fast and it’s easy!

 LEADER PHOTOS
check out all the photos

from your event

88 Melville Street, Numurkah • Phone 5862 1034

76 236 009

• All types of Tax Returns • Companies, Trusts & Super
• Accounting Services • Individual & Partnerships

• Business Planning & Advice • Primary Production
• Bookkeeping Services • Retailing & Manufacturing 

• BAS, PAYG/W & IAS • Payroll & Advice 

STRESS LESS CALL [03] 5862 1224
cas@connollysaccounting.com.au

A&G BOSSE P/L
For all your 

Hay, Silage, M/Con 
& Raking, Sowing 
and Multi Discing 

Needs
Phone Tony

0427 369 966

SURVEYS conducted six months 
apart have shown that what Australians 
are searching for on social media to buy 
has changed dramatically o�  the back 
of COVID-19 - and women’s behaviour 
has changed more than men.

Some of the biggest hit areas, such as 
holidays, might not come as much of a 
surprise, whereas others, such as enter-
tainment, music, movies, appliances, 
computers and games are a li� le more 
unexpected.

Looking to buy clothes remained sta-
ble, as did furniture, cosmetics, trades 
and accountants. 

� e only category that had a signif-
icant increase was the search for hair-
dressers up from 35% to 38% for wom-
en and up from 18% to 24% for men.

Of the products and services hardest 
hit, it was women whose behaviour 
changed the most:

• Entertainment: women searching 
for entertainment options dropped 
18% from 63% to 45%; men just 5% 
from 52% to 47%

• Music: women dropped 15% from 
47% to 32%, but men dropped just 3% 
from 53% to 50%

• Movies: women went from 60% 
to 48%, whilst men actually increased 
from 52% to 56%

• Clothing: searches were up 3% for 
women, from 69% to 72%, but down 
for men from 38% to 32%

• Appliances: women went from 51% 
to 39%, a drop of 12%, and men went 
from 55% to 46% a drop of 9%

• Games: women dropped by more 
than half at 29% down to 14%, but men 
remained the same at 34%.

� e three categories to show similar 
behaviour were in researching for holi-
days, with men down from 65% to 43% 
and women down from 65% to 46%; 
hospitality down 41% to 28% for men 
and 60% to 46% for women; and health 
services down from 31% to 24% for 
men and down 31% to 26% for women.

Hayley Jovanovic, Chief Marketing 
O�  cer at Sensis, said one of the more 
surprising � ndings was that, despite 
people working from home and home 
schooling their children, there had been 

a signi� cant drop in the searches for 
computers, even though retailers were 
reporting dramatic spikes in sales.

“Men searching went from 41% to 
28% and women 22% to just 7%. We 
think consumers simply went straight to 
a retailer and purchased without doing 
much research beforehand,” she said. 

� e research also showed the biggest 
drop in using social media was to catch 
up with family and friends – men down 
16% and women 14%.

Ge� ing news through social media 
was up 6% for men and 4% for women, 
and 21% of men and 25% of women got 
COVID-19 updates via social media.

For some reason there was a spike in 
men following celebrities – nearly dou-
bling from 8% to 15%. Less travel and 
going out led to an 8% drop in women 
sharing photos or videos through social 
media, although for men that dropped 
by just 3% 

Since COVID-19 hit, 44% of men and 
47% of women say that they have in-
creased the time spent on social media 
sites. Just 7% of men and 4% of women 
said they had decreased their time.

TikTok has been the biggest winner of 
all the social media platforms, particu-
larly for men. Usage has gone up three-
fold from just 4% to 12%. It has also 
increased signi� cantly for women going 
from 9% to 15%.

Men’s usage has also increased for 
Instagram (up 9% from 33% to 42%), 
LinkedIn (up 7% from 24% to 31%) and 
up 5% on Twi� er (from 22% to 27%).

Usage of Pinterest, Facebook, Snap-
chat, YouTube and Twi� er saw very lit-
tle change.

Men have used lockdown to increase 
their activity across all dating platforms 
- up from 2.6% to 3.9% on Bumble, 
from 1.8% to 2.4% on Hinge and from 
4.6% to 6.3% on Tinder. Women on the 
other hand went down from 2.9% on 
Bumble to 1.4%, from 2.3% to 2% on 
Hinge, and stayed reasonably steady on 
Tinder from 4.2% to 4.3%

� e research was conducted by Yel-
low (formerly Yellow Pages) in January 
and replicated in July through Glow re-
search. 

COVID changes social 
media behaviour

Local students 
plant the future

LAST Friday was Schools Tree 
Day across Australia, and year 
� ve and six students from St Jo-
seph’s Primary School relished the 
chance to get their hands dirty and 
contribute to the environment. 

Schools Tree Day is part of Na-
tional Tree Day, celebrated last 
Sunday, which is a call to action 
for all Australians to put their 
hands in the earth and give back to 
their community. Each year, about 
300,000 people volunteer their 
time to engage in environmental 
activities that educate individuals 
about the world around them.

In conjunction with Moira Shire, 
the school worked on building stu-

dents’ knowledge of conservation, 
with successful planning in plant-
ing 75 plants comprised of a varie-
ty of native � ora, including grasses, 
shrubs and trees, within the school 
grounds.

Originally the event was intend-
ed to include the planting of trees 
outside of the school, but these 
plans have been put on hold tem-
porarily due to the new restric-
tions.

Student Skye Gundrill, who took 
part in the event, said it was great 
to be able to help the environment 
as trees are so important to us all.

 “Planting the trees properly in 
the best areas, with spacing be-

tween the plants and correctly 
placing the roots into the ground, 
is the most important part,” Skye 
said.

Teacher Clayton Patching said 
the works were completed with 
the objective to build on beauti-
� cation works within the school, 
with plans to move outside the 
school grounds into the community.

“We are keen to give back to our 
beautiful country that has been hit 
dramatically this year with bush-
� res and COVID-19,” he said.

“� e initiative built on knowl-
edge and compassion in caring for 
not only our school, but our com-
munity.”

Planting the future ... (From left): St Joseph’s Primary School Principal Paul Arnel, Kiarna 
Arnold, Zac Walter, Alex Hangan, Matilda Bannon, Rebecca Retallick and Skye Gundrill take 
part in Schools Tree Day. 
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FUNE� LS
Professional service 

and chapel
at a� ordable prices

 5862 2332
IVAN NEWBY             

PETER K� KE

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

 Peter Cox & Sons 
Funeral Directors P/L

Cnr Meiklejohn and Quinn Sts., Numurkah
CARING, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, 

TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Phone 5862 3047
24 hours – 7 days a week

 TUTTLES
— FUNERAL SERVICES —

Phone 1300 858 333
Caring 24 hour service

Inc. Binger & Tuttle, Limbrick & Tuttle, 
Numurkah Funeral Services

More information
Phone 13 1963 
www.parks.vic.gov.au

Expressions of 
Interest sought for 
rehoming of feral 
horses 
Parks Victoria is seeking applications 
from interested people to participate in 
the rehoming of feral horses captured 
in Victorian National Parks as detailed 
in the Protection of the Alpine National 
Park – Feral Horse Strategic Action Plan 
2018-2021 and the Strategic Action 
Plan: Protection of fl oodplain marshes 
in Barmah National Park and Barmah 
Forest Ramsar site [2020-2023].

You will need to meet specifi c criteria 
for the rehoming of captured feral 
horses and be able to demonstrate you 
have the proper facilities, skills, capacity 
and training techniques to properly care 
for these animals, should you choose to 
accept ownership of them.

Round 4 for the rehoming of feral horses 
closes on Monday 17 August 2020.

For further information on how you can 
be involved please go to
www.parks.vic.gov.au/feralanimals 
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LEE (Carey) —
Joan. August 1, 2020. 
In her 88th year.
Late of Traralgon, 
formerly of 
Numurkah.
Loving sister, sister-
in-law and aunty of 
Ray and Pam Carey, 
Debbie (dec.), Brian 
and Terryanne, Sue 
and Chris, Tania, 
Craig, and families
Will be remembered 
always as one of the 
most gentle, kind, 
loving and resilient 
women ever.

Now at peace

O’CALLAGHAN 
(Nestor) — Merlene 
Veronica “Merle”

14/3/ 36 - 29/7/20
Aged 84 years

Passed away 
peacefully at the 
Numurkah Hospital 
with family by her 
side.
Loving wife of Brian 
(dec.). Loving mother 
of Stephen, Elizabeth, 
Christopher, Peter 
(dec.), Kathleen, 
Frances and Angela. 
Proud and loving 
grandmother, great 
grandmother and 
mother-in-law.

Forever In Our 
Hearts

Merle’s Funeral 
Service took place 
in Numurkah on 
Tuesday, August 
4, 2020, followed 
by interment in the 
Numurkah Lawn 
Cemetery.

PETER COX 
& SONS

5862 3047
_________________

YOUNG — Royston 
James.
15.8.1935 - 27.7.2020
Suddenly at GV 
Health, Shepparton.
Loving husband 
of Margaret, loved 
father of Christopher, 
Julie, Joanne (dec.) 
and David. Adored 
Grandad of Dillon, 
A m i e - L e i g h , 
Matthew, Joanne and 
Ruby. Great Grandad 
of Jayden, Blake and 
Maddison. 

Forever in our 
hearts 

Private Funeral 
Service

_________________���������

 

C018/20

Supply and Delivery or 
Finance of One Waste 
Compactor
Tender closing 4pm 26 August 2020
Specification documents can be obtained by 
visiting www.moira.vic.gov.au/our-council/tenders

All submissions are to be lodged electronically. 
Late, hard copy, e-mailed or facsimile 
submissions will not be accepted.  Lowest or any 
tender not necessarily accepted.

Mark Henderson
Chief Executive Officer

McDONALD — David Lindsay 
Grant

10.2.1944 - 28.7.2020
Late of Numurkah, formerly of Cooltong 
and Adelaide. Passed away peacefully at 
Karinya, Numurkah, surrounded by his 
loving family.
Our Loving Dad and Pa, dearly loved 
by his children and their partners Liz 
and Carl (Trease); Amber and Matthew 
(Batchelor); and his grandchildren Sarah 
and Ainslie; Etta and Fletcher.

Forever Loved

Loving memories never die
As years roll on and days pass by
In our hearts a memory is kept
Of one we loved
And will never forget.

Thank you to the staff and volunteers at 
Karinya Nursing Home for their love, care 
and support.

In lieu of fl owers, please make a donation 
to Karinya, details to donate visit: 
ncnhealth.org.au/donations/

A Private Funeral Service was held 
in Numurkah, followed by Private 
Cremation.

Peter Cox & Sons
Numurkah & Dist.

03 5862 3047
Member of the Australian

Funeral Directors Association

NCN Health has the following 
vacancies:

Administration 
Assistant - Trainee 

(readvertised)  
Across NCN Health

1.0 EFT - Fixed Term 12 months

Diversional Therapist
Nathalia Campus

0.5 EFT - Part Time Temporary
Visit our website for further 

information including position 
descriptions, contact details, closing 
dates and the application process.

www.ncnhealth.org.au

 

C002/20

Construction of Change 
Rooms, Tungamah 
Recreation Reserve
Tender closing 4pm 26 August 2020
Specification documents can be obtained by 
visiting www.moira.vic.gov.au/our-council/tenders

All submissions are to be lodged electronically. 
Late, hard copy, e-mailed or facsimile 
submissions will not be accepted.  Lowest or any 
tender not necessarily accepted.

Mark Henderson
Chief Executive Officer

2012 SUBARU 
Outback wagon. 
excellent condition 
$12,500 ono - 3 
mths rego 1II6LR, 
190,000km. Genuine 
buyers only.
Ph: 0407 662 601.
_________________

2021 ENROLMENTS
for 4-Year-Old Kindergarten now open
If your child turns 4 before the 30th April 

2021, they are eligible for a funded 
kindergarten position in 2021.

To register your child please call the centre 
on 5862 1569

Details will be taken over the phone, 
or email the centre on 

numurkah.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 
and we will forward the form to you to return

We offer a Play-Based Program delivered by 
qualifi ed Kindergarten Teachers

Please call the centre on the above number 
for any further information

Numurkah Lions Club Inc.

MARKET
South Bank of Broken Creek, Numurkah

This Saturday
Time: 8.00am - 12 noon
• Cottage Craft • Produce

• New & Second Hand Goods
• Something for everyone

Enquiries Doug 0459 322 496
Another Lions Club Project  

CANCELLED

DEATHS

DEATHSDEATHS

SITUATIONS VACANT

FOR SALE

TENDERS

Bridie Knight Child Care Centre
 are now taking 

ENROLMENTS
for our

3 YEAR OLD FUN 
GROUP

Children must turn three
 by 30th April 2021

To enroll or for more information call

Numurkah Community Learning Centre
 Offi ce hours 9am – 3pm

Phone: 5862 2249
Email: admin@nclcinc.vic.edu.au
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NUMURKAH’S under 10 foot-
ballers started their game against 
Mooroopna on Saturday in such 
foggy conditions that it was some-
times hard to see the players on the 
other side of the ground.

Numurkah agreed to its two extra 
players being allowed on the ground, 
so all players got a full game, and the 
local kids were excited to come away 
with their first win.

The Blues started well with great 
pressure in defence by Xavier Hall 
and Angus Parkinson, and an effec-
tive tackle by Khan-lee Crowe  in a 
free kick.

There was much excitement when 
Jaxson Stonehouse kicked the first 
goal, assisted by Kade Rogers with a 
great shepherd. 

Mooroopna replied with a couple 
of quick goals, despite pressure from 
Teanamay Stevenson and then Jax-
son kicked a long bomb to score his 
second goal just before the siren.

The second quarter started with 
only a one point difference between 
the teams. Some great marking by 
Sol Frost, Kade Rogers and Max 
Dudley gave the young Blues some 
welcome opportunities. 

Khan-lee Crowe, Keyon Wil-
ton-Taylor and Tanner McKellar 
were busy in the middle of the 
ground and Chase continued to 
run and shepherd well. Jaxson con-
tinued his goal kicking spree with a 
third goal.

The third quarter again started 
with only a one point difference. 
The young blues applied great pres-
sure to move the ball out of the cen-
tre and Charlie McDonald ran in for 
an open goal.

Peter Bau, Chase and Max rucked 
well and contested strongly all game. 
Mooroopna scored a goal but Nu-
murkah replied quickly with Keyon 
shooting one through the middle. 

Sol took a solid mark out in front 
of goals but was unlucky to not quite 
make the distance. Toby Bell con-
tinued to work hard and managed to 
get the ball out of the pack and kick 
it down field.

At the start of the fourth quarter 
Numurkah was up by three points 
and Teanamay Stevenson took an 
impressive mark in the forward line. 

Mason Alexander, Lenny Gledhill, 
Marcus Rogers and Tameika Ste-
venson all played their part in what 
was a great game of junior football in 
true winter conditions!

Awards: Red Cherry: Jaxson 
Stonehouse, Pizza Hit: Max Dudley, 
Toby Bell and Angus Parkinson, Ma-
rie & Ron Martin Socks: Sol Frost.

UNDER 12S
The mist still blanketed the Nu-

murkah ground as the under 12 
squad trooped out onto the oval, 
with a 50/50 win/loss ratio for the 
year.

After a stern lesson administered 
to them in the previous round, the 
Blues were looking for action in the 
shape of traditional rival, the Moo-
roopna Cats

With rock solid Seth McCracken 
and the ever nimble  JB Bethell  in 
the mix, gelling marvellously with 
congestion king Declan Lowden, 
the Blues were looking solid around 
the ruck, but the Cats were looking 
good too, pushing the ball into dan-
ger for the home team.

Ollie Ruscoe was always keen to 
battle, and the ball was linked well 
with fellow utility Hughie Stam-
mers to fall to  Tyson Simpson in the 
goal square, with Tyson kicking one 
through the big sticks, but off the 
ground, which is only one point at 
primary school football level. 

So the Cats continued to twist the 
screw, and the Blues continued to 

resist. Jade Holmes, Aaron Watters  
and tough nut Nash Siermans were 
valiant and decisive, with scores all 
square on a soccer-like point a piece  
at the first break.

Coaches Ben Ruscoe and Bud 
Stammers spoke eloquently at the 
break, praising the intensity and 
hunger of the team, but demand-
ing even more in second efforts and 
those little one percenters that make 
all the difference.

It was game on in the second quar-
ter, the Blues on the offensive, with 
Declan Lowden, Tom Mohr and 
Maison Taylor-Wilton strong across 
the attacking 50 line.

As the sun emerged, the heat went 
up on the game too, with Jade and 
super mobile Kaleb Gilmour impos-
ing themselves on the match in a big 
way, working hard to defend the big 
sticks.

Alex Robertson tried to break 
away for a heart-stopping burn, but 
the boys in hoops worked hard to 
limit this.

The Blues had heaps of the ball, 
but some hasty kicking decisions 
hindered them claiming their re-
wards until Declan Lowden broke 
the deadlock with a goal on the run 
from 30 metres.

With Tom Mohr making a solid 
grab and kicking true, less than two 
minutes later, the Blues were blaz-
ing, despite the best efforts of the 
snarling big Cats, as the siren sound-
ed for the big break.

The Blues continued to press, with 
Arthur Smith showing speed and a 
desire to tackle along the wings. His 
younger sibling Teddy was equally 
tough in the centre and Kyren Daw-
son and Harry Ryan were piling on 
the pressure.

Mohr kicked a six again, and the 
Blues were showing plenty, but as in 
most classic footy lore, the sting in 
the tail struck, with the visitors dig-
ging deep to score three fast majors, 
demanding respect, and leaving Nu-
murkah a slender three points up at 
the last break. 

The last quarter belonged to the 
hungry Blues, with the ever relia-
ble Ollie Ruscoe smashing a major, 
and Jade Holmes getting the ball to 
Kyren, where he was able to repeat 
his heroics from the left pocket to 
seal victory.

Goals: Tom Mohr 2, Declan 
Lowden, Ollie Ruscoe, Kyren Daw-
son.

Awards: Red Cherry: Ollie Rus-
coe; Ron and Marie Martin socks: 
Tom Mohr; Pizza Hut: Jade Holm-
es.

UNDER 14S
The Numurkah under 14s suffered 

another loss, going down to Echuca 
Green by 98 points.

Goal kickers were Lochie O’Brien 
2, Tarkyn Taylor-Wilton and Matt 
Ward.

Best players were Tarkyn Tay-
lor-Wilton, Lucas Roberts, Reeve 
Verhoeven, Matt Millen, Nick 
Hughes and Jackson Jenner.

UNDER 16S
In stark contrast, the Under 16s 

came with a 114 point victory over 
Echuca United Gold and are now 
sitting in second place on the Shep-
parton District Junior Football 
League ladder, despite only starting 
the competition in round two.

Dusty Ebborn booted five goals, 
Will Slatter three, Hunter Verho-
even and Kobie Rahilly both two, 
while Matteo Allen, Kaleb Kopsi-
das, Will Smith and Bailey Smith all 
added one each.

Best players were Matteo Allen, 
Hunter Verhoeven, Ryan Mele, Will 
Slatterie, Kobie Rahilly and Dustan 
Ebborn.

Juniors fogged in

Is there anybody there? ... The under 10s played Saturday’s game in thick fog.

In the nick of time ... Charlie McDonald gets his handball away before being tackled.

Tough nut ... Nash Siermans tames a big Cat. Shrugging the tag ... Arthur Smith shows a clean 
pair of heels.

Teamwork ... Ollie Ruscoe smashes through congestion, shepherded by Kaleb Gilmour and Declan Lowden.
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Port Adelaide v Richmond
Brisbane v Bulldogs
West Coast v Carlton
Melbourne v North Melbourne

Geelong v  St Kilda
Fremantle v Hawthorn
Adelaide v Collingwood
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TOP 10
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Last week’s winner

MG Trading

CORONAVIRUS has played havoc 
with so many things, and now that we 
have just a li� le more freedom, things 
keep popping up, that many of us may 
not have even considered.

One such issue, was that the Nu-
murkah Bowls Club still had a 
couple of championship events un-

completed, but these have now been 
completed during the past week.

Don Staggard, Rod Seen and Gor-
don Gilmour have taken out the 
club triples event, defeating Peter 
Dealy, Neil Stuart and David Ken-
nedy in the � nal.

It was a great week for Gordon, as 

he also had a victory in the B grade 
singles, defeating Noel Newham in 
last week’s � nal.

On perfect winter days, almost 
70 bowlers have a� ended Satur-
day winter bowls at the Numurkah 
Bowls Club over the past two weeks.

� e day’s winners were Peter 

Dealy, Bill Agis and Lindsay Mitch-
ell, ahead of runners-up Rod Seen, 
Col Jensen and Paul Jones.

A local team comprising of new 
coach Ross Higgins, Brian Hall, 
Don Staggard and Ross Hender-
son performed well at a recent PBL 
competition at Shepparton Park 

Bowls Club tournament, winning 
two of their four games. � is team 
again competed at Benalla last week.

As new restrictions take e� ect this 
week, members are urged to keep 
practising and follow the COV-
ID-19 restrictions of 10 players per 
green, and just two per rink.

Club events fi nally completed
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ANDREW “Strazz” Storer shot a 
course record-equalling 65 off the stick 
at Numurkah Golf Club on Saturday, 
but it still wasn’t good enough to win 
the day’s major prize.

Strazz was almost upstaged by his son 
Hudson, and was upstaged by Peter 
“Bullant” Cowan.

Conditions were obviously perfect for 
the Compusult monthly medal round, 
which was reflected in the day’s low 
scores. 

Watching the scores on the screen as 
they came in during the afternoon was 
very interesting.

It started with Both Graeme and 
Lauris Ashton leading their respective 
grades - a nice husband and wife story.

Then the Storers came in, Andrew 
with a fabulous 65, nett 65, to be lead-
ing A grade, while his son Hudson, who 
has only recently started playing com-
petition golf, was leading B grade with 
a fabulous 66 nett.

But it was Bullant Cowan who even-
tually spoiled the storyline, coming in 
with a fantastic score of 63 nett, win-
ning the monthly medal, and relegating 
Hudson to runner-up in B grade.

Bullant was seen all over the course, 
regularly not on the fairway he was sup-
posed to be playing, so his score was a 
surprise to many, but he just had ‘one of 
those days’ when his short game was on 
song, and he found a bit of luck.

Runner-up to Strazz was Garry Hosie, 
with 67 nett. Gary plays a nice, consist-
ent game, hitting his driver nice and 

straight, and has a great short game.
Ball winners were Alan Newby, Bran-

dan Hosie, Peter Malins and Graeme 
Ashton, all with 69 nett, Ian Hannaford, 
Graham Rivers, Adam Farrell and Neil 
Hutchins on 71s, Neville Smith, Mitch 
Grandell, Paul Arnel, Sid Roughsedge, 
Tony Hardy and Jack Hepworth with 
72, Ben  Clurey Sam Robertson, Steve 
Thornton, David Ludington, Andrew 
Nicholls, Brayden Summerville and 
Darryl Sheridan with 73 nett, and the 
last of the balls went to Vic Willmoth 
with 74 nett.

A Mickey Mouse ears nomination this 
week goes to Geoff Stone who hit two 
balls off the eighth tee and, unable to 
find either, drove back to the tee in his 
playing partner’s cart.

When he stopped beside the women’s 
tee where the next group of women 
were waiting to hit off, they suggested 
to him that he should drive back to the 
men’s tee, but Geoff had got himself 
into a position where he couldn’t drive 
forward - and didn’t know how to put 
the cart into reverse. After a little in-
struction on backwards and forwards, 
Geoff was soon off to look for his third 
tee shot.

This Saturday’s golf will be the Geoff 
and Pam Partington fourth round of the 
stableford trophy. There were 115 golf-
ers out on the course on Saturday, so 
make sure you get your booking in early.

And don’t forget Sunday’s competi-
tion, with tee times from 10.30am to 
12.30pm. 

by “Rufus T. Firefly”
 JOHN SMITH finished on 

top of a record 66 man field to 
win A grade in last Thursday’s 
‘Bear Challenge’ stableford 
event at Numurkah Golf Club.  

Scoring 39 points, John’s fancy 
footwork on the back nine was 
just enough to grasp the first 
prize in a countback from Ste-
phen Piggott.

The winner of B grade was 
Roden Brady, whose score of 
38 points just topped that of the 
steady scoring player Alan Rog-
ers on 37.

Place-getters in both divisions 
were awarded matching golfing 
paraphernalia commensurate 

with their achievements.    
The following players re-

ceived pro balls down the line: 
Matt Cline, Alan Newby and 
Jack Dell 38, Pete Malins, Ron 
Smith, Ray Wallace, Alan Dal-
ton and Sid Roughsedge 37, 
Matt Jaensch and Dudley Bry-
ant 36, Graham Montgomery, 
Barry Pruden, Graeme Ashton, 
Sam Robertson, Hugh Gunn, 
Bill Green, John West and Scott 
Hutchins all 35, Colin Rankin, 
Roy Peterson and John Trimble 
34.

John Pickersgill picked up the 
tin of boiled lollies for coming 
in with the lowest total of just 
19 points.

Lucky winner ... Lauris Ashton was lucky to win a sponsor’s shirt on Saturday, despite losing a countback for the top 
spot.

Course record but still no shirt

Close, but ... Andrew Storer shot a course record equalling 65 on Saturday, but couldn’t even win the day’s 
monthly medal.

Practised perfect ... John Smith enjoyed a round of good golf 
to win last Thursday’s competition.

John wins in a countback

Lauris loses ... but wins
by “The Shankster”
LAURIS Ashton shared the best score 

of the day with Pam Power from Co-
bram on Saturday, lost a countback, but 
still won the Numurkah Leader/R. & K. 
Smith monthly medal shirt.

It was a monthly medal round at Nu-
murkah Golf Club on the weekend, and 
monthly medals can only be won by 
members, so even though Lauris lost the 
countback, she won the same prize she 
would have if she had won the countback.

Both players had great scores of 72 nett, 
with the scores reflecting the course dry-
ing out, after a welcome period of no rain. 
Although I do understand that the farm-
ers are now looking for some more.

In third place was Kath Hepworth with 
73 nett, while Tracey Clouston finished 
next with 75, also winning a ball for hav-
ing the best scratch score of 79 shots.

The last of the balls went to 76, to Helen 
Schmedje, Lorraine Heenan, Bev McIn-

tosh and Trish Scandrett.
We had 44 women out on the course 

last Wednesday, and it wasn’t because 
there was anything special on - just an 
influx of visitors who can’t get over the 
NSW border to play - and we were very 
happy to have them join us.

A visitor from Cobram finished with 
the best score of the day, showing our 
girls that they are going to have to step 
up to the mark when the visitors can play 
our own course better than we can.

Jenny Sonneman won the division two 
voucher with a terrific score of 40 points, 
nudging out Karen Harper, who had 
been sitting in the clubhouse gloating 
over her good score of 38 points, since 
the first group came in.

Julie Hannaford won division one with 
39 points, ahead of Bev McIntosh, who 
played lovely golf and putted very well to 
also finish with 38 points.

Norma Cullum head up the list of down 

the line winners, for her 37 points, win-
ning a countback from Cobram’s Trish 
Scandrett, and Margot McGrath, and 
they were followed by Robyn Hodgkin 
on 36, and Nola Dalton and Cobram 
player Marg Rhode, both with 35 points.

Both of the semi final matches of the 
Thelma McBride singles knockout were 
played on Sunday, in a blue day for the 
Bevs.

Bev McIntosh went down to Margot 
McGrath four and two, while Robyn 
Hodgkin played very good, very consistent 
golf to take an easy win over Bev Hutchins, 
five up with four holes still to play.

Margot and Robyn will now meet in 
the final, which is due to be played on 
Wednesday, August 19.

Today’s golf will be the August monthly 
medal round, Saturday will be the Geoff 
and Pam Partington fourth round of the 
stableford trophy, and next Wednesday 
will be another stableford round.
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“Over the years they form friend-

ships with athletes from other teams 
and they only really get to see them at 
the games, so that is something they 
all look forward to,” he said.

“� e emphasis is not on winning, 
it’s about having a go whether you’re 
good or not, which is how sport 
should be. It’s great if that does trans-
late to a win though. 

“Some of them are really just there 
for the social side, and because it’s 
fun, but others are genuinely keen and 
pre� y competitive about it and take 
the training fairly seriously.

“� ey’ve all improved in skill as the 
years have gone on, and they’ve done 

well as a team for the past seven or 
eight years.”

Like any other team, new talent is al-
ways welcome at the Panthers.

“We’ve picked up a few handy 
sports-people over the last few years, 
and that’s made a di� erence,” Gary 
said.

“We’ve been knocking at the door 
of winning for the past few years, so it 
was good to � nally get there.”

Robyn couldn’t agree more.
“We’ve been trying to beat the Ar-

rows for years,” she said.
“Coming equal � rst with them was a 

pre� y good start. We’ll beat them next 
time.”

As much as new talent is welcome, 

every team needs elder statesmen to 
set the tone and guide the new mem-
bers.

In the Panthers case that’s Andy Al-
lert, who has represented the team on 
each of the 21 occasions it has com-
peted at the games.

Andy, who is a water boy for NFNC, 
told the Leader his advice to Panthers 
a� ending their � rst Tri State Games is 
simple.

“Have fun, do your best and be a 
good sport,” he said.

Andy’s not just all talk though, he 
sets a real example, which he showed 
a couple of years ago when he won the 
good sportsman award for the whole 
event.

Leading by a considerable margin 
in a foot race, Andy fell, and was 
overtaken by almost all of the other 
runners and finished quite far back 
in the field.

That didn’t stop him seeking out 
each of his competitors for a hand 
shake after the race though.

For Andy, that was nothing special.
“� at’s just part of sport. � at’s what 

you do,” he said. 
� at sense of fair play and camarade-

rie is strong within the Panthers, and 
Robyn a� ributes it as a key reason be-
hind their success.

“Everyone achieves for everyone 
else,” she said.

“We’re a team, and we all compete 

for each other.”
� e Panthers were hoping to emu-

late the success the Adelaide Arrows 
have had on their home ground, and 
take the extra step to win the games 
outright, when the event was hosted 
by Moira and Berrigan Shires - and 
contested in Cobram, Barooga and 
Yarrawonga - over the next two years.

Alas, as with so many other things, 
COVID has put the kibosh on that - 
for now at least.

� ough the 2020 games have recent-
ly been cancelled, the organisers have 
con� rmed that the games will still be 
held in the local area for two years 
running when competition resumes.

Winning team ... PALS Panthers (back row from left): coordinator Val Wakefi eld, Brendan Dunn, coordinator Shannon Casley, Bob Hanley, Cam Allert, Peter Clark, David Ryan, Raymond 
Bullen, coordinator Gary Pizzini. (Middle): Russell Higgins, Andy Allert, Nikki Pizzini, Melita Tremellen, Marg Ryan. (Front): Jess Grey, Robyn Greatorex, Kelly Waites.
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Persistence sends Panthers to the top
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Panthers to the top

Robyn the Great ... Also 
known as Robyn the Speed 
Demon, Robyn Greatorex 
can’t wait to see what she 
can do at the next Tri State 
Games with her new wheel-
chair. 

ANY long-running sporting team 
knows that ups and downs are part of 
the game - sometimes you’re up, and 
sometimes you’re down. 

� ere is one local sporting team 
that has done things a li� le di� erent-
ly though, and has forged a slow but 
steady path to the top. 

When PALS Panthers was an-
nounced as equal winner of the Tri 
State Games in November last year - 
their 21st time competing in the event 
- it was the � rst time the event had ex-
perienced a tie for � rst place. 

For the Panthers, the victory was no 
less sweet for being shared with the 
Adelaide Arrows.

Having won the event outright every 
year bar one since 2006 (Mildura 
Magic took top spot in 2011), the Ar-
rows were the team to beat; but the 

Panthers have slowly been creeping 
up on them, placing third in 2018.

PALS’ Tri State coordinator Val 
Wake� eld told the Leader that, despite 
initially thinking they may be in with a 
chance of taking out another top-three 
spot, when place-ge� ers were being an-
nounced on presentation night, they be-
gan to think they’d been dreaming.

“When they read out third and sec-
ond and neither of them were us we 
thought that was it, because we knew 
the Arrows had done really well and 
must be � rst,” she said.

“When they announced that we’d 
tied with them for � rst it was unbeliev-
able. We were all absolutely ecstatic.”

First held in 1986, the Tri-State 
Games is an annual sporting competi-
tion for adult aged athletes with a dis-
ability living in SA, NSW or Victoria. 

� e games are held in early Novem-
ber each year, and are aimed at break-
ing down barriers to participation 
in active sport faced by adults with 
disabilities, as well as promoting the 
sporting achievements of people with 
a disability to the broader community.

Athletes compete in a range of 
sports, including team sports such as 
soccer, tee ball, lawn bowls, croquet, 
bocce, basketball and cricket, as well 
as athletics and track and � eld events, 
swimming and indoor sports  includ-
ing darts and table tennis. 

Each athlete competes in seven events: 
three athletic events, two swimming 
events, one indoor sport event and one 
‘come and try’ event which gives them 
the opportunity to experience a sport 
they may not have tried before. 

As the Panthers’ star has risen as a 

team, team member Robyn Greatorex 
has established herself as one of the 
most competitive women at the Tri 
State Games, in no small part due to 
her dominance in the 25 and 50 metre 
powered wheelchair races.

She is also something of a gun at 
darts, and has been a consistent per-
former in the pool, with strong results 
in the noodle race.

Robyn claimed the title of best over-
all female athlete in section B of the 
competition in 2018,  narrowly miss-
ing out on back-to-backs to come run-
ner-up last year. 

Robyn said that whilst she looks for-
ward to the annual event because it’s 
fun, she is there to win.

“I really enjoy the games and I love 
seeing everyone there, but I love to 
compete and I really, really want to 

win,” she said. 
“� ey call me Robyn the Speed De-

mon because I’m so fast in the pow-
ered wheelchair races. But my old 
chair was quite hard to train in, so I al-
ways felt like I could have done be� er 
- especially in the cross-country. 

“I’ve got a brand new chair now, which 
is 10 speed instead of � ve, so I’m really 
looking forward to racing in it.”

With 317 athletes representing 32 
teams last year, as always, there was 
a strong social aspect as well, with 
evening events including a charity 
night, theme night and gala night.

Panthers team manager Gary Pizz-
ini, who accompanies the team to the 
games each year, said that the social 
aspect of the games is always a major 
highlight for competitors.

Continued on page 15
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