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POLICE numbers in Numurkah and Nathalia are 
set to rise in coming weeks, but a 24 hour police 
presence is still some way o� . 

Whilst the Leader has been told that Numurkah 
is to receive three new members, and Nathalia two,  
Acting Inspector of Wangara� a Area Command 
Mark Dehaan said that, although Moira as a whole 
will be receiving a number of new police, they are 
currently unable to con� rm exact numbers for indi-
vidual stations.

Acting Inspector Dehaan said that, for the time 
being, the boosted numbers will allow fair and even 
allocation of on-call requirements, with those shi� s 
having become more demanding  in line with rising 
crime � gures.

“Our members work eight hour shi� s but may then 
be on-call for an additional eight hours, to respond 
to any incidents such as accidents or domestic vio-
lence incidents,” he said.

“Where those type of occurrences used to be fair-
ly infrequent, they are now daily, and that creates a 
huge demand on our members.

“Having more police strategically allocated to 
those areas, we can spread that load, and reduce the 
stress on our members.”

Negotiations are ongoing for a permanent 24-hour 
manned station for Numurkah, but the reality of that 
is still far o�  on the horizon. 

“Obviously these things take time, but we are 
aware that the need is there, and discussions with the 
government and the police union are taking place,” 
Acting Inspector Dehaan said.

“Amongst other things, Numurkah would require 
a new purpose built police station before that could 
become a reality.”

Whilst a 24-hour manned police station in Numur-
kah is, at best, years away, by the end of 2020 Moira 
as a whole will have transitioned to a 24-hour police 
response model.

“One of the challenges with Moira is that, geo-
graphically, it is extremely large,” Acting Inspector 
Dehaan said.

“In coming months we will be resourcing two 
units, one for the east of the shire and one for the 
west, to provide a 24-hour police response across the 
local government area to meet the service require-
ments of the community.”

Whilst police are extending resources  in the local 
area in an a� empt to meet it the increased demand, 
it is more important than ever that the community 

engage with them to ensure our needs are met. 
To that end, the Leader is continuing to encourage 

everyone to take part in Victoria Police’s Communi-
ty Connections Survey.

For those unable to complete the survey online 
themselves, last week’s edition of the Leader con-
tained a copy of the survey that can be completed by 
hand and dropped in at the Leader for us to enter it 
online on your behalf.

Sargeant John Harris, who is leading the Com-
mConnect initiative in Moira, is encouraging every-
body in Numurkah, and across Moira Shire, to let 
police know what they want from police in their lo-
cal communities, by completing the survey.

“� e more information we have, the be� er we can 
respond and direct resources to where they are most 
needed to address the community’s concerns,” he 
said.

“I’d encourage everybody to complete the survey 
so we can take that action.”

� e survey can be accessed at h� ps://engage.vic.
gov.au/victoria-police-community-connection-pro-
ject/victoria-police-moira, but for those unable to  
access an internet-connected computer, copies can 
be accessed at the  Leader o�  ce.

� e survey closes on August 30. 

More police planned for Moira

75 years on

SATURDAY marked 75 years since the Japanese surrender 
signalled the end of WW2. The Leader talks to Numurkah’s 
surviving veterans. See story pages 2 and 3.
Pictured: Members of the Numurkah light horse troop 1940.
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 Coordinator – MHA Care   Phone 5742 1111

Meals on Wheels Roster
 Rnd 1 Rnd 2 Rnd 3

24/8

25/8

26/8

27/8

28/8

R. Kennett  K. Steel R. Pendlebury
  E. Rees
V. Bunny VOLUNTEER K. Moodie
G. Varley REQUIRED 
Numurkah Sec P. MacDonald M. Caccianiga
College C. North L. Trimby
S. Morley VOULNTEER B. Palmer
 REQUIRED 
B. Macdonald L. Grant Lions Club of
P. Simpson T. Newman Numurkah

 

 

Community Bank - Numurkah 
 

Numurkah Community 
Grants Program 
A Community Grant can support your organization when it needs it the most. 

Applications close Friday 18 September 2020 

For further information contact Tracey on 0408 662 129  
or email: secretary@nvf.net.au 

More Information on our facebook page: 
Nathalia Community Bank and  

Numurkah branch 

Wartime sweethearts ... Anne (above) and 
Jock (below) Gibson married in Sydney 
while Jock was on leave from the army and 
Anne was serving at a military hospital.

Navy man ... Bill Dudley celebrated the 
end of the war in Melbourne, before being 
sent to Japan as part of the occupation 
force. 

Four Numurkah men who didn’t make it 
home have been immortalised for future gen-
erations, with their names being borne by the 
houses at Numurkah Secondary College. 

� e school’s founding principal Arch 
Rogers is believed to have viewed the 
a� ributes of  courage, loyalty, persistence, 
ingenuity, service, comradeship and sacri� ce 
shown by John Christie, Charles Tweddle, 
Gregory Hunkin and  John Gray - the young 
men chosen for the honour  - as making 
them worthy of the honour in place of Prime 
Ministers or other  famous Australians. 

John Sco�  Christie, known as Jack, was a 
member of an established farming family 
with a strong connection to the school. Jack 
enlisted in 1940 and fought with the AIF in 
the Middle East. He was wounded, promot-
ed to Captain and mentioned in dispatches 
for exceptional service. He died of wounds 

in July 1942. He is remembered as energetic 
and enthusiastic and was greatly respected for 
his care for others, generosity and sense of re-
sponsibility.

Charles Joseph Tweddle’s family farmed at 
Baulkamaugh and lived in Numurkah, where 
Charlie went to school. He enlisted in the 
2nd/22nd Infantry, which embarked for Ra-
baul in April 1941. 

He was among the members of Lark Force 
taken prisoner in 1942. Charlie was listed as 
lost at sea, having been one of the prisoners 
aboard � e Montevideo Maru, which was 
sunk when transporting prisoners to Japan to 
be used as slave labour. Charlie was devoted 
to his family and the land and commi� ed to 
service to all.

Gregory Herbert Hunkin a� ended primary 
and secondary school in Numurkah, where 
his father owned a variety store and was 

involved in the school commi� ee, and his 
mother provided board for out of town stu-
dents. Greg enlisted in the � AF in 1942 and 
was sent to Britain where he served in Lancas-
ter bomber squadrons. In June 1944 he was 
reported, missing in action, presumed dead. 
He is remembered as being conscientious, 
friendly, positive, realistic and always believed 
in doing his best.

John Adam Gray was from a family who 
farmed at Drumanure. He a� ended Numur-
kah Higher Elementary School and joined 
the AIF in May 1940. As a member of the 4th 
Anti-Tank Regiment he was sent to Singapore 
and on February 15,1942, became a POW 
in Changi. A� er working on the � ai-Burma 
Railway he fell ill and died in January 1944. 
John was a great sportsman who enjoyed life 
and is remembered for his loyalty, courage 
and sense of humour.

Numurkah veterans rememberNumurkah veterans remember
Honored fallen locals

Accidental airman ... Ron Monk had 
intended to join his brother in the army, but a 
workmate from the butter factory convinced 
him to enlist in the RAAF.



LAST Saturday, August 15, marked the 75th 
anniversary of VJ (Victory over Japan) Day, the 
day Japanese Imperial Forces made an uncondi-
tional surrender to Allied forces on August 15, 
1945. 

� e war in Europe had, by then, been over for 
four months, with the Axis powers surrendering 
to the Allied forces on May 8, known as VE (Vic-
tory in Europe) Day, but the war in the Paci� c 
had continued to be bi� erly fought. 

It wasn’t until days a� er the Allies rained atom-
ic bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki that Japan agreed to an uncondi-
tional surrender.

� ough Japan did not sign the o�  cial Instru-
ment of Surrender until September 2, 1945, for 
most ordinary citizens of the world, as well as 
combatants, August 15 was seen as the day the 
war � nally ended. 

Numurkah was represented across all of the 
theatres of World War Two - the Paci� c, New 
Guinea, South East Asia, North Africa, the Mid-
dle East and Europe - with 72 men and women 
from the Numurkah district � ghting in those 
arenas, and a further 31 serving in either Aus-
tralia or Great Britain.

Most of the locals who proudly served their 
country were lucky enough to return home, but 
today, 75 years since that terrible war ended, 
only six remain.

Bill Dudley, who turned 95 on Monday, told 
the Leader that he has never forgo� en the day 
Japan surrendered.

“It was the most joyous day I ever experienced 
I think. I’ve  never forgo� en it,” he said.

”We were back in Melbourne at the time and 
went out into the streets and there were that 

many people out there celebrating, you could 
hardly stand up.”

Bill, who had enlisted into the Royal Australian 
Navy on his 18th birthday on August 17, 1943, 
served in Australia at � N bases as a crew mem-
ber of the HMAS Basilisk, Lusair and Lonsdale, 
and also spent 10 months in New Guinea, and 
three months in the Solomon Islands.

Whilst Bill celebrated VJ day on the streets of 
Melbourne, he soon found himself in Japan as 
part of the occupation forces aboard the HMAS 
Hobart.

“I didn’t know how the Japanese people would 
be, but they were no threat to us whatsoever. 
I think they were just glad the war was over as 
well,” he said.

“We went to Hiroshima, and the damage there 
was horrifying.”

Bill also remembers the Japanese people rou-
tinely performing an action that resonates today.

“Everywhere we went in Japan, they were 
all wearing face masks. I don’t know if they 
were worried about the fallout from the atom-
ic bombs, or if there was another reason, but I 
think about that now when people are debating 
whether we should be wearing masks or not, be-
cause it was a common sight there at the time.”

Unlike Bill, Ron Monk was serving overseas when 
he learned that the Japanese had surrendered. 

“I was on Tarakan, a li� le place near Borneo. 
We were there as a guard unit to guard the air-
strips, and we saw some fairly hairy situations. 
Japanese snipers used to try and shoot us from 
the trees,” he said.

� ere were no Japanese snipers on August 15, 
1945 however.

“It was a great relief when the news came 

through, and there was a lot of cheering. We had 
a bit of a happy hour that day,” he said.

Ron’s war wasn’t over quite yet though; there 
were still Japanese soldiers occupying the moun-
tains in Tarakan to be dealt with.

“� ey didn’t know about the surrender, but 
they couldn’t put up much of a � ght even if 
they’d wanted to because they were in really bad 
shape;they were half starved,” he said.

“We just rounded them up and got them on 
their way and that was that.”

Ron served in the � AF from 1943 - 1946, 
although he had originally planned to join his 
brother in the army.

“I was working at the bu� er factory, and a mate 
of mine there wanted to join the air force, and 
even though I’d planned on enlisting in the army 
and trying to join my brother, who was serving 
in the Middle East at the time, I went along with 
him and became a leading airman.”

Ron remembers the end of the war well, and 
� nds it hard to believe that those events took 
place three-quarters of a century ago. 

“I was thinking about it on Saturday and it is a 
damn long time, but it doesn’t feel that long. We 
did our bit and made it home though, and that’s 
the main thing.”

Anne Gibson and her husband Jock were also 
determined to do their bit, both enlisting in the 
army.

Whilst Anne served as a nursing orderly with 
the Australian Army Medical Women’s Service 
at army hospitals in Sydney, Jock was stationed 
in Darwin as part of a unit tasked with locating 
downed Japanese bombers that had been part of 
the raids on the top end. 

Following that mission, Jock joined the par-

achute ba� alion stationed in the Atherton Ta-
blelands. He was twice scheduled to be dropped 
into action on the islands north of Australia, 
before the missions were cancelled at the last 
minute.

� e pair had not seen each other in 18 months 
when they took the opportunity to marry whilst 
Jock was on leave in Sydney.

Later, they were lucky enough to be in Sydney 
together again when news of Japan’s surrender 
came through.

“I remember we were in the city when we 
heard, and it was an enormous relief,” Anne said.

“Everyone was so happy, and there were people 
everywhere in the street dancing.”

Anne remained stationed at the military hos-
pital for some time, and remembers caring for 
Australian soldiers who had been liberated from 
Japanese POW camps.

“� ey were a pitiful sight. I don’t know how 
they survived,” she said. 

Bert Su� on served with the 58th and 59th in-
fantry ba� alion, travelling along the Kamiatum 
Track in New Guinea, tasked with ousting the 
Japanese from Salamaua, but by the time the war 
ended he was back on the family farm at Bearii.

“My father had been gassed in the � rst world war 
and became very ill and lost a lung while I was away, 
so the army discharged me early so that I could 
come back and run the farm,” he said.

“I was on the farm when we heard about the 
surrender and it was a huge relief.

“I had a brother serving in the Middle East, 
and knowing that he would be coming home was 
wonderful.”

Numurkah’s Noel Holmes is the sixth surviv-
ing local WW2 veteran. 
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Find out where to get tested visit vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

It’s important to get tested for coronavirus at the first sign of any symptom 

and stay home until you get your result. Getting tested means you keep 

yourself, your friends, family, workplace and your community safe. 

It’s not over yet. 

TESTED

SYMPTOMSANYANY

GET

Numurkah veterans rememberNumurkah veterans remember
Numurkah veterans remember the day the war ended
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Payment

Income support continues

JobKeeper

Coronavirus Supplement

28 Mar 2021

31 Dec 2020

The Australian Government is extending 
JobKeeper until 28 March 2021 and the  
temporary Coronavirus Supplement for those  
on income support until 31 December 2020,  
after which income support will continue.

For JobKeeper and the temporary Coronavirus 
Supplement there will be some changes to 
payments and eligibility to support businesses  
and households who need it most.

For information on how these changes affect you, 
visit Australia.gov.au

We’re extending 
financial support

Visit Australia.gov.au
Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

LOCAL brigades responded to three call-outs 
in the past week, only to find that their services 
were not required at any of them.

 In the first, at 5.55pm last Saturday, Numur-
kah brigade was called to support Nathalia at a 
report of smoke issuing from a building in Fraser 
Street, Nathalia, between Railway and Nichol-
son Streets. The smoke was from rubbish being 
burnt; there was no building on fire and the 
fire brigade was not required.  Numurkah was 
stopped enroute.

 At 9.30pm on Sunday, Waaia, Strathmerton 
and Nathalia brigades were turned out to a re-

ported explosion and fire on Centre Road, Waa-
ia, near Hawkers Road. 

The fire was a cooking fire, and it is thought 
someone threw an aerosol can into the fire as 
a joke, causing the explosion. No action was 
required by the fire brigade, and Nathalia and 
Strathmerton were stopped enroute. 

 At 12.40pm on Monday, Strathmerton and Yar-
roweyah brigades were called to assist Cobram at 
an alarm at Ottery Homes, Campbell Drive, Co-
bram.  This was a false alarm, and Strathmerton 
and Yarroweyah were not required.

Firies turn out but not required

VARIOUS electrical goods, furniture and 
household items have been stolen from the 
front porch of a private premises in Richard-
son Street, Nathalia. The theft is believed to 
have occurred overnight on August 12. 

Anyone with any information regarding the 
theft is asked to contact the Nathalia Police on 
5866 2404.

Theft from 
porch in 
Nathalia

POLICE
BEAT

Letters to the Editor

JobKeeper 
extension 
welcome

A DECISION by the Federal Liberal 
Nationals Government to extend the Job-
Keeper scheme for a further six months 
will be welcomed by country Victorian 
businesses that are relying on the payments 
to keep local people in work.

Restrictions in place to stop the spread 
of coronavirus are there to save lives, but 
they’ve also had a massive impact on re-
gional economies.

An additional 250,000 Victorians are out 
of work due to the second round of restric-
tions imposed on Victorians as a result of 
Daniel Andrews’ hotel quarantine fiasco in 
Melbourne.

I’ve heard from many business owners 
who say they wouldn’t be open and keeping 
local people in work without the JobKeep-
er scheme.

Expanding the program to make more 
Victorian businesses and workers eligible 
for these support payments is relief our 
country communities desperately need 
as we enter six more weeks of stage three 
lockdown.

Businesses will now only have to prove 
GST turnover has fallen across one quarter, 
instead of multiple quarters meaning more 
will be able to access it.

I urge anyone seeking financial support 
to apply at www.ato.gov.au/General/Job-
Keeper-Payment/.

Peter Walsh
Leader of The Nationals
Member for Murray Plains

Report 
on-farm theft

I CONTINUE to be alarmed at the re-
cent increase in the number of break ins 
and thefts from the Cobram area, in par-
ticular, on farming properties. 

Farm crime is notoriously under-report-
ed, sometimes because it may not be clear 
when the crime was specifically committed.

Victoria Police ‘Farm Crime Liaison Of-
ficer’ allocations within certain areas are 
determined by the number of crimes being 
reported in that area. If residents do not 
report crimes, then it can lead to Victoria 
Police being under-resourced with these 
specialist officers.

With COVID-19 restrictions in place, the 
Farm Crime Liaison Inspector, Karl Cur-
ran, has not been able to attend agricultur-
al shows to speak with people about farm 
crime and the importance of reporting. I 
spoke with the inspector earlier this year 
and we discussed the need to encourage 
farmers to report crime.

No matter whether you have had one ani-
mal or 50 stolen, tools or other equipment, 
I encourage people to report crime when-
ever it occurs, not only so police can work 
to recover goods and prosecute offenders, 
but so that the data is tracked.

Tania Maxwell MP
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www.moira.vic.gov.au

Community Engagement 
Strategy – Have Your Say

MOTIF 
GOES 
HERE

We are revising our Community Engagement Strategy and want 
to hear directly from you on the ways we can improve in engaging 
and consulting with the community on projects and issues.

Our strategy will outline our commitment to provide the 
community with genuine opportunities to inform projects, 
strategies, services and decisions that affect them.

It will also guide the delivery of community engagement processes 
across Council to better inform decisions in the planning of services, 
setting budgets and developing policies and strategies.

Our strategy will be based on the principle that community 
engagement is the foundation of good decision-making and we 
want to hear from you.

The first step in the development of our Community Engagement 
Strategy is to ask you what you think.  
Please go to our website to complete the survey:  
www.moira.vic.gov.au/engage

Support available, don’t miss out

Apply today for the Victorian Government’s 
On-Farm Drought Resilience Grant.

The program provides up to $5,000 for 
on-farm infrastructure improvements and up 
to $5,000 for business planning and advice.

Grant closes 28 August 2020 or until funds 
are expended.  

To apply, visit ruralfi nance.com.au or call 1800 260 425. For more 
information visit agriculture.vic.gov.au/dryseasons or call 136 186.

On-Farm 
Drought 
Resilience 
Grant

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Mark McDonald
I think a war shield, because that’s what Numur-

kah is named for. It’s an Aboriginal language word 
from the Kwatt Kwatta clans that originally lived 
here, and there is a representation of it in the train 
park by the creek. 

Hannah Stratton
Probably birds, because there are so many birds 

here. Corellas probably make the most sense as a 
motif because they’re everywhere, and you have 
to try not to hit them on the roads. Bats would be 
another good one, because we have the bat colo-
ny and they’re always here.

Craig Hexter
I’m  a sports trainer from Shepp and I come 

over here when we play footy against Numurkah.  
Numurkah has really good coffee and friendly 
people, so maybe something that represents that. 
The people here are always welcoming - excpet 
sometimes when you beat them at footy. 

Jaimi Morphett
A picture of the fountain in the creek would be 

good - it looks pretty cool when it’s lit up.

Aislinn Harrison
Something to do with the creek, or bird life.
There’s not any one bird in particular that stands 

out for me, but Numurkah has a lot of bird life, so 
just something that represents that.

Robert Czech
That’s a tough one. Something that would sym-

bolise how friendly the town is; people always 
say g’day to each other here. I don’t know what 
you would use to symbolise that though. I like the 
redgums as well though, so that’s another idea.

IF you’ve headed in or out of town in the past 
week or so, you’ve probably noticed the new town 
entrance signs letting people know that they are 
approaching Numurkah. Each town in Moira 
Shire now has one of the signs - each of which fea-
tures the Moira Shire logo, the town name, and 
a space for a motif that represents the individual 
town. 

Moira Shire recently asked residents for submis-
sions on what the motif for their town should be, 
and received 13 submissions from Numurkah, 
from which a short-list four motifs has been cre-
ated.

The short-list will be revealed and put out for 
public submissions in coming weeks, but in the 
meantime, the Leader took to Melville Street to 
ask people what they thought would be a fitting 
motif to represent Numurkah. 

What symbol should represent Numurkah?
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A CUPPA WITH DOMA CUPPA WITH DOM

THE BARMAH PUNT
For many years the Numurkah Shire Council has 

endeavored to induce the Government to take over 
the Barmah punt, owner by Mr W. T. Maloney. Dep-
utations without number have waited on the Minister 
and the Premier, letters galore have been written, and 
Mr J. D. Mitchell, M.L.A., has spent no end of time in 
adding his representations to those of the council. Up 
until last week no satisfactory reply was vouchsafed, the 
intimation most often given being that “the matter was 
being inquired into.” A week or two ago the shire Presi-
dent (Cr. Schier), Mr Maloney and Mr K Mitchell once 
more placed the position before the authorities, and 
Mr Maloney on this occasion intimated that he would 
not spend any more money in repairs, but would allow 
matters to drift, in plain English, meant that the crossing 
would be closed to traffic.

On Saturday last Mr Mitchell received a telegram 
from Mr Evans, of the Barmah sawmills, that a notice 
had been posted that the punt would be closed from 
that day, and asked that Mr Mitchell urge immediate 
action, especially in view of the anticipated floods in the 
river. Mr Mitchell received the telegram, and before he 
left Melbourne by the Albury express at 4 o’clock he had 
persuaded the Premier to agree to the Government tak-
ing over the punt.

The result of the protracted negotiations will be hailed 
with keen delight by residents of the Barmah district and 
others who had to use this crossing, the closing of which 
would have meant a step backward. Mr Mitchell and the 
council are to be congratulated upon the successful out-
come of their persistent representations.

NUMURKAH SHIRE COUNCIL.
TUESDAY, 10th AUGUST

Present: Crs. Schier (President), Ross, J. H. and G. 
Tuckett, Ball, Campbell, Meiklejohn, Thornton, Dud-
ley, Moss, Gordon, Garonne.

Correspondence
From the Health Department drawing council’s atten-

tion to new provisions of the Health Act under which cattle 
yards must be registered, as well as aerated and ice-cream 
manufacturers. — Provisions of Act to be advertised.

From same, enclosing copy of an address presented to 
the Prince of Wales, and suggesting that it be framed and 
hung. —Agreed to

From Shire of Seymour, stating that it had been de-
cided to form a North-Eastern and Goulburn Valley 
Municipal Development League, for the fur asking for 
an expression of opinion—Further information to he 
asked for.

Reports
Dr. Keyes, health officer for Western and Moira rid-

ings, reported that during the past year there were seven 
cases of diphtheria, one of typhoid, in addition to the in-
fluenza outbreak, in connection with which he desired 
to thank the council for its generous and unstinted help.

Diphtheria seems to be endemic, and always will be 
while people continue to drink unboiled creek water. 
In making an inspection of farms where Diphtheria had 
occurred, he noticed that the pit-method of sewerage 
was used, and in many cases the pit was too near the 
house. If farmers would adopt the two-pan system, and 
empty the pans half a mile from the house, the danger of 
infection would be lessened. The fouling of drinking wa-
ter by leaving tanks uncovered should be removed.—
Received.

Engineer’s Report
Mr Hay Ower reported:— Since the recent rains sev-

eral formations have been badly damaged through the 
carting of wood and chaff, and in some cases wide tyres 
have cut down to a depth of 18 inches, rendering the 
road unsafe for light traffic. Horses, stated to be up to 16 
in number, have been attached to wagons to pull them 
through formations, regardless of the damage done, 
and he agreed with Cr. J. H. Tuckett, that, in addition to 
the limitation of the load to the inch width of tyre, there 
should be a limit to the number of horses to be used. 
This would have an influence in restricting the loads 
drawn, and do more than anything else to preserve the 
roads, —Held over till February meeting, the proposal 
being to consider means for limiting heavy traffic on the 
roads during winter months.

This week in 1920 ... 
To celebrate the State Library of Victoria’s 

digitising of the war years editions of the Numurkah 
Leader, each week we will include the news of the 
week, 100 years ago.

To view these editions online go to trove.nla.gov.
au/ndp/del/title/591.

Full name: Donald Ray Staggard
Age: 70
Marital status: Married with two children. 

We also have four granddaughters, and they are 
in two di� erent age groups; we have a 17 year-
old and a 2  year-old, and a four year-old and a 
six year-old. It’s great - you think you’re past that 
stage and then you get back into it and it’s a new 
experience again. It’s fantastic; I love it. I love 
having them close by and seeing them develop. I 
love being a husband and father and grandfather 
and brother and having my family close to me; 
that’s really important to me.

Schools a� ended: Numurkah Primary School 
and Numurkah High School

Summer or winter? Summer, easily. � ere’s 
more daylight hours so you can do more stu� . 

Beach or mountains? Beach. I love � shing at 
the beach, but I hate swimming in it. Some of the 
things I’ve pulled out of the ocean with a � shing 
rod, there’s no way I’m swimming in it. I love the 
mountains too, but I get car sick, so I get crook 
ge� ing there, which spoils it for me. 

Oscar the Grouch or Cookie Monster?
Cookie Monster, because he makes me think of 
cookies.

Crunchie or Violet Crumble? Violet Crum-
ble

Elvis or � e Beatles? � e Beatles
AC/DC or INXS? Kenny Rogers
Favourite colour? Blue. You can’t live in Nu-

murkah and not love blue.
Favourite song? � is is the Moment by Antho-

ny Warlow. I’ve used that to inspire sports teams 
when I’ve been coaching. If you want to achieve 
your goals in life that’s the song you need to lis-
ten to. 

Favourite TV show? Anything by David At-
tenborough. 

Favourite movie? I’m not much of a movie 
bu� , but one that made an impression on me was  
� e Great Escape.

Favourite book? I don’t read much; I write a 
lot, but I don’t read much. About the only book 
that’s really held my a� ention for its entirety is 
the one I’m reading right now; Numurkah by 
W.H. Bossence.  

I didn’t even know I had the book, but we were 
visiting my mother-in-law recently and she said 

she had something for me and gave me the book. 
She told me to open the cover, and it had my 
mum’s handwriting in it: To Don, from Mum, 
Christmas 1979.  It was really good. I must have 
given it to them to read and completely forgo� en 
I ever had it.

I picked up quite a bit of knowledge reading it, 
and picked up veri� cation on other knowledge. 
Being born and raised here in the town with a 
dad who did the same; in later years, a� er mum 
died, he’d get lonely and I’d go around and he’d 
be down, so to get him talking I’d get him talking 
about old Numurkah. O�  he’d go and he’d have 
a great time, and I’d go home knowing he was al-
right, and I’d write stu�  about what he’d told me.

I remember him telling me about how they had 
a rega� a down on the creek, where the train is 
now, one night, and while they were all down 
there enjoying that, the pub on Quinn Street  
burned down. 

All the names he used to talk about pop up in 
the book, so he knew what he was talking about.

My family’s been here since 1905 and I’m a 
proud Numurkahite. I love being so close to my 
heritage and having my history all around me. 
I’m touched by what the people who came be-
fore us did to provide this wonderful place for 
our use. It’s our turn now to look a� er it and keep 
it going for the next lot coming through to enjoy. 

What football team do you support? 
Melbourne. It would have been Carlton, be-

cause they’re the Blues, but I’m the youngest of 
four brothers and we all have di� erent football 
teams and one of my older brothers already sup-
ported Carlton. 

Do you make lists?
Periodically. If it’s something that’s going to 

crop up again next year, like for an event, I make 
a  list because I can refer back to it. When I was 
working I had lots of lists to work from, but I de-
cided when I retired to go without them. 

My wife makes all the lists at home, but I don’t 
like to get more than half way through them, be-
cause then she writes another one. I learned that 
early. 

If you could have one talent what would it 
be?

I’d love to be a musician. I’m in awe of musi-
cians, and I’d love to be talented like that. When 

I was a kid, on New Years Eve we’d have the band 
on top of the town hall playing to everybody on 
the street. My dad was in the band, he played the 
bass drum, and I was in awe of everybody who 
played the music. I’d love to have been down in 
the crowd too, but I was able to come up with the 
band because my dad was there, and I would sit 
and watch in awe. My uncle played the eupho-
nium and he was amazing, so was Bob Mitchell 
who played the saxophone; I was in awe of all of 
them. 

Who do you admire?
I admire people who have pursued their goals 

and achieved them. No ma� er how big or small 
the goals are, I admire that. I admire people who 
have taken on an ability that has stuck by them 
through their life. Whatever their capacities are, I 
admire people who have worked to � nd out what 
their personal abilities are. 

When I played footy, I was frustrated, because 
injuries came along and stopped you � nding 
out what your potential and ability really was. 
If somebody beat you on the day, it was easy to 
put your hand out and shake theirs, because their 
ability was greater than yours. I’d think ‘I worked 
my guts out and you beat me, so good on you’. 
My competitive spirit has always been against 
myself, and what I could achieve, not against the 
other person. 

I’ve been lucky enough to have some great 
mentors in my life who I’ve really admired; Hilda 
Morrison and Louis Hamon who were my cub 
and scout leaders – Louis and I have the same 
birthday - and Jack and Florence Elle�  who I 
� rst worked for. Ray Denman used to take us for 
boys’ club before he died. I was 15 when he died 
and that a� ected me greatly. He really looked af-
ter us when we were young, impressionable kids 
and I admired him a lot.

What kind of kid were you?
I was a bit like Huckleberry Finn. We were 

born and raised opposite the creek, and we were 
in the creek all the time, swimming and � shing. 
We used to go rabbiting up at Holmes’ and we 
were shooting ri� es from when we were 14 or 15.

We were energetic kids and we had lots of cous-
ins and friends around and there was always a 
kick of the footy going. Where the Lodge is now 
used to be a cow paddock and we used to kick 

A cuppa with Donald
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the footy around there.

When you were a kid, what did you want to 
be when you grew up?

I always had an ambition to work in the � sher-
ies department. I found when I le�  school that 
my results weren’t good enough to do that; they 
wanted higher education than I had, and they 
were also giving the jobs to the sons and neph-
ews of people who worked there, even though 
they’d never seen a bird or a � sh in their life.

A� er school I went and worked on a dairy farm 
for Jack and Florence Phelp at Baulkamaugh for 
18 months. � ey were beautiful people and I’m 
still grateful for the shaping and honing they gave 
me; it was a wonderful part of my upbringing.

� en I went to work for a plasterer for 18 
months until he ran out of work. He was giving 
us things to do just to keep us on, but I told him 
that it wasn’t what I wanted to do for the rest 
of my life, so he should let me go and keep the 
married blokes on. He helped get me a job at 
Bitcon’s hardware. I loved it and I loved meeting 
the people, and I learned a lot about retail. A� er 
GJ Coles bought it out I went to the fruitgrowers 
co-op at Invergordon, where my girlfriend, who 
later became my wife, was working. I moved out 
there and worked for them. For the last � ve years 
I was in charge of fertilisers, and when the co-op 
folded, one of the clients from there, who owned 
a fertiliser wholesaler in Cobram, asked me to go 
and work for them. I became their sales manager 
and worked there for 40 years and I loved it. I 
miss the people now that I’m retired.

You said that you don’t read much, but you 
write – what do you write?

I mostly write in the form of poetry. I get 
things out of my head and put them down so 
they rhyme, so that makes interesting reading for 
others; although they probably think ‘that’s Don 
wa�  ing’.

I � nd that I have to get things out of my head 
and write them down, otherwise it becomes grey 
ma� er. I always reckon that grey used to be oth-
er colours, but if you just let things go and get 
mixed in with everything else, it just becomes 
grey. I like to try and keep the original colours, 
so I write things down so they don’t just get ab-
sorbed in and turned to grey.

 My wife has printed a lot of them up and put 
them in book form for me, so that’s been good.

It’s mostly stu�  about people, and our lifestyle 
here. I wrote one for the high school for its ‘back 
to’ a few years ago, all about the teachers that 
used to be there and their mannerisms and the 
things we used to do.

Des Ginnane took me to the poet’s club over 
at Kyabram and I was amazed when I got there 
that nobody wrote poetry; they just recited oth-
er people’s poems. I had a book full of stu�  but I 
didn’t know if I was any good at reciting it.

My dad was a brilliant reciter, and that’s proba-
bly what motivated me. He had so many poems 
in his head – they must have learned it at school 
in his era, because they all had it - that he used 
to recite to us to get us to go to sleep. I can still 
hear him saying ‘and the wind was blowing a gale 
woooo!’ and mum used to say ‘for god’s sake Bob 
you’re keeping him awake, not pu� ing him to 
sleep!’, and I’d be bright-eyed and bushy-tailed 
waiting for the next bit.

You’ve coached teams in a few di� erent 
sports; how did you get started with that?

When I moved to Invergordon I joined their 
footy team as a paid player, and I found that, 
being a farming community, they were short on 
time to practise. I got the club to back us to start 
a basketball team to play in the Numurkah com-
petition, where I used to play, in the summer, 
with me as coach.

We did fairly well in the basketball, and the 
next year they were fantastic at the footy because 
of all the ball-skills practice they’d had over the 
summer.

� e Invergordon netballers saw that, and they 
wanted to play basketball as well, so I coached 
them too. We had very successful teams, and the 
people who came out of the woodwork - who we 
didn’t know had those skills, or could develop 
them - were amazing. 

� en I coached the seconds and thirds footy 
out there, and then became assistant coach of 
the under-16 league side. 

I loved all that. I loved � nding out what made 
people tick, and how to help them get the best 
out of themselves.

I think that was also one of the reasons I loved 
my sales job so much; I was coaching all day. 

I wasn’t just trying to sell stu� , I was trying to 
be of use to people and sell them products they 
would need and could make money out of. I’d 
work together with them to make money for 
them so I could make money too.

You need to � nd the people-type of who you’re 
working with, or who you’re coaching, so you 
know what motivates them. Some people need a 
kick up the backside, some people need a funnel 
into their pocket, and some people need you to 
be compassionate with them and be sympathetic 
and understanding. 

I’ve had mentors in my life who I thank pro-
fusely, and as a coach I only did what someone 
else had done for me. You need to be under-
standing of who someone is and what their sto-
ry is, and you don’t � nd that out by talking; you 
� nd it out by listening. 

I coached Numurkah bowls club for one sea-
son when I � rst came over here and we won the 
grand � nal; the only one we’ve ever won. A� er 
that we lost � ve players to other clubs and we 
had to rebuild. I haven’t been a club coach since 
then, I’m just a personal coach or a development 
coach now.

If someone wants help they can come to me, 
but I don’t go to people and tell them they need 
to see me. I don’t want to be a pest; I want people 
to enjoy going there for whatever reason they go 
there, they might go there just for the exercise or 
the companionship, but if they want my help I’m 
only too happy to give it. 

You started playing bowls at the age of 30, 
a� er you retired from football; they seem like 
two very di� erent games - are they?

To a certain degree, yes, but some things are 
the same. You can’t get all � red up in bowls like 
you do in footy. You don’t have a coach cranking 
you up every quarter, which I really used to re-
spond to as a footballer. 

You can’t go out and be disrespectful to oth-
er bowlers. I like to interact with other players, 
while I respect the fact that they’re trying their 
guts out and I’m doing the same. 

You admire people who work to achieve 
their goals - how do you achieve your goals?

In bowls, my goals have taken a back seat. I 
still like to perform reasonably close to what I’ve 
been able to in the past, but I don’t pursue it like 
I used to. I like to see others perform well, espe-
cially people I’ve coached. 

I’ve been terribly lucky in bowls, but the more 
you practise, the luckier you get. And nobody 
ever does well without looking at what some-
body else is doing and seeing how they can im-
prove.

I never wanted to get to the top, I always just 
wanted to go as far as I could personally. I never 
aspired to be the best in Australia or the best in 
the world, I just wanted to be the best I could be.

You’re a keen � sherman as well; what do you 
enjoy about � shing?

I’ve been � shing all my life and when I was 
kid we used to � sh to put meat on the table, and 
that’s what we were driven by. My dad used to 
have a drum net in the creek at the bridge here 
in Numurkah. It was there 12 months of the year 
and quite o� en, of a night, I had to go down and 
help him get it out because it had that many red-
� n in it. We were born and raised on it. 

As a kid I used to sell red-� n to all the di� erent 
shopkeepers along the street here. Paddy Li� le 
used to buy six o�  me every week. 

We used to � sh every Saturday and Sunday and 
a� er school as well. I would have done it in the 
mornings as well, but I had swimming training. I 
swam competitively from the ages of � ve to 21. I 
used to swim a mile and a half a day.

What drives you to � sh now?
I think it’s still the hunter-gatherer coming out 

in me. I think us males have that. 
I go out a couple of times a week and it’s a bit of 

an obsession for me. 
I saw the same thing with my mother in the 

garden. My favourite photo I have of my moth-
er is of her surrounded by � owers in the garden. 
She used to say ‘while you’re thinking about the 
garden you haven’t got time to think about the 
other stu� ’.

What do you think about when you’re � sh-
ing?

Where are they today? Are they under that log? 
What are they thinking? It’s all about the � shing 
when I’m � shing. It lets me leave everything else 
in my life behind. I like to � sh alone, I don’t like 
to � sh with other people. 

Was the � rst lockdown harder for you be-

cause you couldn’t � sh?
Not really, other things came to the fore. Be-

cause I’ve been the greenkeeper at the bowling 
club since I retired, I would go there every morn-
ing. � at’s really helped. 

You were instrumental in pu� ing together 
the community e� orts to manage the corel-
las and reduce the damage they were doing in 
town, was that di�  cult?

� ere were a lot of di� erent people and person-
alities involved, and a lot of opinions on how to 
deal with the problem. A lot of the public didn’t 
like the idea of killing the corellas, and li� le 
corellas are a protected species, so being gung-
ho about it wasn’t going to get us anywhere, we 
had to be measured. 

� e interesting thing that came out of it, for 
me, was that I discovered people in the town – 
some who I knew to a certain degree but became 
a lot closer to me at that time, and some people 
who I didn’t know - that had abilities that weren’t 
being used. � ere were skills that they were will-
ing to o� er that they hadn’t had occasion to use, 
and we found them and saddled them up and got 
them running, and I was happy with that. All I 
did was pat their heads and keep assistance for 
them up to date, or bring assistance to them my-
self, to keep them going. 

People had di� erent abilities and di� erent 
things to o� er, and I just helped coordinate 
them; you just have to feed information to them 
in the way they require it.

Did you think some people in the commu-
nity who weren’t involved in the corella issue, 
or weren’t impacted by it, didn’t understand 
what the issue was and how it needed to be 
dealt with?

It had been going on for a long time; I found 
out the corella problem had been here for nine 
years before I retired and became involved with 
the bowling green. 

We were ge� ing eaten out of house and home 
by them, and that was my initial motivation for 
it. � en I went along the creek and around the 

back along the lake and spoke to householders. 
I knew that all the di� erent a� itudes were out 
there and I had to � nd out what they were, so I 
went to every house. Some weren’t home, some 
didn’t want to know, others were absolutely sick 
of them, and others loved them.

 I was surprised that some people were either 
so ready to put up with them, or so sick of them 
that they couldn’t see a way out of it. 

 I love the birds; they’re a nice looking bird, 
but we don’t need 45 million of them – that’s the 
problem. I think, between us all, we’ve achieved 
what we had to do, and that was get them out of 
the CBD of Numurkah.

We couldn’t continue to sustain the level of 
damage they were doing to the town.

You can go up there around the creek behind 
the bowling green and hear them � y across and 
see them in a small mob still, but it’s nowhere 
near the mob size that we had, and they’re not 
game to frequent those areas that they were in-
habiting in town before, so they’re not really a 
bother at the moment, and they’re not damaging 
the town.

I think they’ll come back, and I’m not sure 
how we’ll go about it the next time, but we’ve 
got everything in place to go about it properly, 
although we might have to get some new people 
on board. 

What issue do you think mankind needs to 
resolve in order to ensure a more positive fu-
ture?

Just to be accepting of others who are di� erent 
from us. � is town hasn’t seen much in the way 
of other cultures up to this point; white Europe-
ans have been pre� y much a protected species 
here in my lifetime. You look at somewhere like 
Shepparton that has so much cultural diversi-
ty and I really embrace that. I think there is so 
much we can learn and receive from other cul-
tures, and you get so much more if you ask for 
it, and ask them to show you who they are, and 
embrace it.
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Coronavirus
This is one of the hardest times our 
community has ever faced.
Individually, many of us have endured 
worse but collectively, we are being 
asked to sacrifice in a manner not seen 
for generations. We are sacrificing 
leisure, work and business. Most 
painfully, we are sacrificing relationships 
with friends, family and loved ones.
We are making these enormous 
sacrifices because if we do not, people 
will die.
As your State Government 
representative, I would like to thank 
each and every member of our 
community who is putting the lives of 
some our most vulnerable ahead of their 
own personal needs.
It is heroic to give up so much so that 
someone else will not face the prospect 
of a painful death on a ventilator.
We will come through this. Be assured 
that every day myself and my staff are 
working hard to make sure issues across 
our region are brought to the attention 
of the Victorian Government. We will 
continue to do this and to plan for the 
recovery stage.
Look out for one another. Stay safe. Stay 
home. And again thank you for all you 
have done and all you continue to do.

Support for Business
The state and Federal Governments are 
offering significant support packages for 
businesses affected by the pandemic.
For a full list of Victorian Government 
support measures on offer visit 
business.vic.gov.au
For a full list of Federal Government 
support measures on offer visit 
business.gov.au
Or you can call Coronavirus hotline on 
1800 675 398
My office remains open remotely and 
is available via phone or email during 
business hours to discuss any Victorian 
State Government matters. T
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Open Tuesday - Sunday
10am to 8pm

2 HOME DELIVRIES
11AM- 2PM & 5PM - 8PM

Coff ee & Cake
Roast Night Wednesday & Sunday

Top dog and proud ‘mum’ ... Brittany Sutton and her steel blue chihuahua Teddy. 

Tiny local canine is Australia’s top dog
THEY say size doesn’t 

ma� er, and Teddy the chi-
huahua has proven that’s 
true by coming out on top 
in a publicly voted online 
pet photo competition.

Teddy scored a whop-
ping 24,000 votes to be 
crowned not only the most 
popular Australian dog, 
but also � � h in the world 
out of 4,071 dogs entered 
globally.

Teddy’s owner Bri� any 
Su� on said that when an 
ad for KingPet’s pet photo 
competition popped up 
in her Facebook feed, she 
thought ‘why not?’.

“I just thought we’d see 
what happened,” she said.

“He’s very cute, so I 
thought he might get a 
few votes, but I didn’t ex-
pect him to do really, really 
well.”

But Teddy, who is a ‘steel 
blue’ long-haired chihua-
hua, immediately a� racted 
a� ention on the site, and 
Bri� any couldn’t quite be-
lieve it when his vote count 
just kept going up, and up 
and up. 

“It was really exciting. 

� e competition went for 
30 days, but there were 
only 20 days le�  when I en-
tered him, so to see him get 
so many votes, and over-
take other dogs that had 
been there from the begin-
ning, was pre� y amazing,” 
she said. 

Teddy not only won that 
round of the competition, 
but was also ‘discovered’ 
by a company that thought 
he had potential as a mod-
el; although his ‘mum’ Brit-
tany isn’t losing her head 
over those kinds of o� ers.

“A dog clothing company 
asked me if he could model 
for them, but, because they 
are in the UK, I would have 
had to pay for the clothes 
and they were too expen-
sive, so I said no,” she said. 

Teddy has picked up a 
modelling job a li� le closer 
to home though.

“I had some profession-
al photos done of him at 
Occasion Studios before 
went back into lockdown, 
and they are going to use 
his photo to promote their 
pet photo service,” Bri� any 
said. 

WHILST the COVID-19 lock-
down has brought out the keen 
cook in many of us, it’s also made 
us more grateful than ever for a de-
licious take away meal - especially 
one we can have delivered.

On the � ip-side, many local 
businesses who had never of-
fered home delivery before, have 
stepped up to make sure their 
customers can access a good feed 
without needing to break isola-
tion.

Takeaway on Melville is one 
such business, and with lock-
down 2.0 they have introduced 
take away 2.0, adding a lunchtime 
delivery period for those stuck at 
home.

Takeaway on Melville owner 
Vanessa Sco�  told the Leader that 
having two delivery periods a day 
was a way for the business to sup-
port its customers.

“� is year has been pre� y trying 
for everybody, and we wanted a 
way to thank our customers for 
the loyalty and support they have 
shown us throughout the pan-
demic,” she said.

“We know a lot of parents have 

got their kids learning at home 
all day, every day, again, so we 
thought a lunchtime delivery 
would give them an option for 
days when they want, or need, 
something a bit di� erent.”

With the new delivery period 
running from 11am to 2pm, it’s 
also handy timing to squeeze in a 
late morning tea - or early a� er-
noon tea - with an order of co� ee 
and cake. 

Takeaway on Melville, which is 
closed on Mondays, is still deliver-
ing from 5pm to 8pm Tuesday to 
Sunday as well as the new lunch-
time slot, and is continuing with 
its very popular roasts on Wednes-
day and Sunday.

Take away on Melville’s menu 
- which encompasses salad, burg-
ers, � sh and chips and all manner 
of other goodies - includes some-
thing for every taste, and can be 
found on their Facebook page.

For those who don’t have access 
to Facebook, they are happy to de-
liver a hard-copy of the menu.

“Just give us a call on 9024 0347 
and we’ll drop one round,” Vanes-
sa said.

Take away times two

Bringing the goodies to you ... Vanessa and Dale Scott from 
Takeaway on Melville are now delivering up the goods at both 
lunch and dinner time. 
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OFFICIAL MEDICAL ADVICE

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

Don’t risk it.  
Always follow  
the health advice.

The sooner we all do it,  
the sooner we’ll get through it. 

It’s up to all of us to keep each other safe. 
You must continue to practise good hygiene, 
physical distancing, and if you’re even slightly unwell, 
get tested and stay at home. Don’t risk it.

Have the App 
Visit australia.gov.au

THE Victorian Government has announced an 
additional $60 million in funding to expand com-
munity and clinical mental health services across 
the state in response to the current pandemic 
conditions.

The government said building increased system 
capacity – whether that’s in our hospitals or out in 
the community – will be vital to the wellbeing of 
all Victorians as the challenges of the global pan-
demic hit hard for some, especially those people 
already living with mental ill health.

The $59.7 million in new funding will build sys-
tem capacity in both hospitals and in the commu-
nity, and strengthen the surge capacity of clinical 
and community mental health services across 
Victoria to cope with additional presentations 
and reduce pressure on hospital emergency de-
partments.

This funding will also fast-track delivery of more 
new public acute mental health beds recom-
mended by the Royal Commission into Victoria’s 
mental health system, boost community mental 
health services and accelerate the state-wide roll 
out of Hospital Outreach Post-Suicidal Engage-
ment (HOPE) program.

In the face of the current crisis, opening hours in 
mental health community clinics will be extend-
ed to enable face-to-face sessions and assessments 
to be conducted in accordance with physical dis-
tancing requirements – taking pressure off busy 
emergency departments, focusing on prevention, 
and providing support to those who need it.

More mental health staff will be embedded 
within Ambulance Victoria’s RefCom service to 
support paramedics and ensure the right advice 
and information is provided to frequent callers, 
including developing care plans as needed.

Mental Health Victoria has welcomed the fund-
ing. 

Mental Health Victoria CEO Angus Clelland 
said that COVID-19 was having a profound im-
pact on the mental wellbeing of Victorians, both 
from the trauma associated with the pandemic 
and the economic repercussions now unfolding.

“Pressure is building in a mental health system 
that was already in crisis before COVID-19 hit. 
The effects of the pandemic will be felt for years, 
that is why the initiatives announced today are so 
critical,” he said.

In addition to fast tracking more acute hospital 
beds, the latest package of funding will help boost 
community mental health service delivery, in-
cluding through the 15 Melbourne-based Head-
space centres, with the aim of providing proactive 
support to known clients.

“The stakes are very high right now, so we wel-
come the State Government’s continued focus on 
the mental health of Victorians and the mental 
health system,” Mr Clelland said.

If you or someone you know needs help, you 
can call Lifeline Australia  on 131 114, Beyond 
Blue on 1800 512 348, or Kids Helpline on 1800 
55 1800.

Mental health 
support fast 
tracked to 
save lives

ON Saturday night, I decided to forego the 
customary prolonged scroll through Netflix, 
and just take my chances with the first thing that 
popped up in my pre-prepared list.

Little did I realise what a wild ride I’d set myself 
up for.

Okja, by Korean director Bong Joon Ho - who 
made history with this year’s Best Picture Par-
asite - features a cast of, for the most part, deeply 
flawed characters whose motives can’t be trusted.

Okja, is a giant genetically modified pig-type 
creature who, through an elaborate promotional 

stunt of the ethically questionable multinational 
Mirando company, has spent her life frolicking 
in the mountains of South Korea with her hu-
man best friend Mija.

This idyllic existence is brought to an abrupt 
end for both of them, when Okja is identified as  
the winner of Mirando’s ‘best super pig’ compe-
tition and put on a truck bound for America. 

Mija is having none of it, and heads off to res-
cue her best friend.

Cue the entrance of a group of animal libera-
tionists, and it’s on.

This movie offers commentary on many as-
pects of consumerism and ideology, not all of 
them clear, but it does feature some great perfor-
mances.

I thoroughly enjoyed Jake Gyllenhaal’s perfor-
mance as an alcoholic TV presenter (though I 
suspect not everybody will) and Tilda Swinton 
is terrific doing what she does best, playing not 
one, but two, oddballs.

The entire troupe of animal liberationists - in-
cluding Paul Dano, Steven Yuen and Lily Collins 
- are also great, but the film really belongs to Seo-

hyun Ahn as Mija. The CGI that brings Okja  to 
life is also flawless.

It’s a wild romp full of twists and turns, and 
I found it to be funny and interesting, but be 
warned - parts of Okja are not for the faint-heart-
ed. If you’ve ever thought about becoming a 
vegan, the last 20 minutes of this film may well 
push you right over that edge.

Also, this one’s definitely rated M for a reason, 
and is not one to watch with children.

Still, I enjoyed Okja, even if I was left slightly 
traumatised for a little while.

THINGS TO BINGE
Oddly entertaining Okja - Review
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EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST INVITED

NCN Health 
– Audit & Risk 
Committee

NCN Health is seeking an 
Independent Representative for 
its Audit and Risk Management 
Committee to assist, oversee 
and advise the Board on 
matters of accountability, 
external and internal controls 
and risk a� ecting NCN Health’s 
operations. The Committee is 
appointed to monitor:
• The scope of work, and the 

conduct of, internal and 
external audit programs, 
including annual internal audit 
plans. 

• Receive the external audited 
� nancial statement and make 
recommendations to the 
Board.

• The e� ectiveness of 
management information 
systems and other systems of 
internal control 

• Any speci� c Strategic Risk 
Management, Internal Audit 
and External Audit matters, 
and make recommendations 
to the Board.

To obtain an information pack 
or � nd out more, please contact 
Tania Hill on (03) 5871 0702 or email:
tania.hill@ncnhealth.org.au 

Expressions of Interest close on 
Friday 28th August 2020 at 5.00pm

SITUATIONS VACANT

NCN Health has the following 
vacancies:

People & Culture 
Administration 

Assistant - 
Cobram Campus

0.8 EFT - Part Time Permanent

Team Leader 
Community & 

Primary Health
Numurkah & Cobram 

Campuses
1.0 EFT - Fixed Term

Food Services
Assistant

Numurkah Campus
0.6 EFT - Fixed Term

Clinical Support Nurse
Across NCN Health

1.0 EFT - Full Time Permanent

Gym Co-ordinator
Nathalia Campus

0.2 EFT – Part Time Permanent

Lifestyle & Leisure 
Assistant

Numurkah Campus
Up to 1.5 EFT - Fixed Term 

Visit our website for further 
information including position 

descriptions, contact details, closing 
dates and the application process.

www.ncnhealth.org.au

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

 Peter Cox & Sons 
Funeral Directors P/L

Cnr Meiklejohn and Quinn Sts., Numurkah
CARING, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, 

TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Phone 5862 3047
24 hours – 7 days a week

 TUTTLES
— FUNERAL SERVICES —

Phone 1300 858 333
Caring 24 hour service

Inc. Binger & Tuttle, Limbrick & Tuttle, 
Numurkah Funeral Services

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

FUNE� LS
Professional service 

and chapel
at a� ordable prices

 5862 2332
IVAN NEWBY             

PETER K� KE

DEATHS

BAKER (nee Gibbs) – Margaret
1.1.1929 – 16.8.2020

Reunited with Max, her 
beloved husband for nearly 66 years 

(deceased 26 June 2018).

Loved and loving mother and mother-in-
law of Maxine and Paul, Graeme and Jenny, 
and Glenn. Adored Grandma/Nan/Great-
Nan to nine grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren. 

Mum/Grandma was a beautiful person who 
lived life positively, and had room in her 
heart for everyone. We were so lucky. 

Love always Maxine and Paul, 
Stephen and Hayley, 

Michael and Gemma.

It is with great sadness and heavy hearts we 
say goodbye to a wonderful and loving Mum, 
Nan and Great-Nan. We are grateful for the 
wonderful memories that we will always 
treasure. 

Love Graeme and Jenny,
Caitlin and Jamie, 

Maddison and Taylah, 
Marli, Caiden, Mabel and Jude. 

Mum/Nan. You were always there for us. Not 
being able to talk with you will be hard. We 
will miss you forever. 

Love Glenn and Liam.

A sincere thank you to all the staff at Karinya, 
and to the doctors and home carers who 
cared for Margaret over the years.

Due to coronavirus restrictions, a private 
service will be held. 

���������

FOUND

IN
MEMORIAM

THANKS

DEATHS
ROOSTER — Queen 
St, Numurkah. Been 
here for nearly 3 
weeks.
Ph: 0419 007 305.

VELLA — Paul.
8.7.1940 – 10.8.2020
Late of Numurkah, 
formerly of Plenty. 
Passed away 
peacefully at home, 
surrounded by his 
loving family. 
Loving partner to 
Elaine. Dearly loved 
Dad and father-in-
law to Leeann; Rick 
and Julie. Adored 
Grandfather of Ellyn 
and Jake; Amy and 
Mikayla; and Great-
Grandfather to Zoe 
and Leah; Lily-Rose, 
Charli and Connie.

You Are, And Always 
Will Be

Our Shining Star To 
Guide Us

A Funeral Service 
for Paul was held 
in Numurkah on 
Monday, followed by 
burial in Numurkah 
Lawn Cemetery.

Peter Cox & Sons
Numurkah & Dist.

03 5862 3047
Member of the Australian

Funeral Directors Association

STANYER –
Julienne Mary (Julie).
24 August 2017.
God saw the road was  
getting rough,
And the hills were 
hard to climb, 
So he closed your 
weary eyes, 
And whispered 
“Peace be thine”. 

Forever in our 
hearts.

BAKER — Margaret. 
August 16, 2020.
Dear friend of Brad 
Firman and Marlene 
and Ron Bartley.

R.I.P.

BAKER — Margaret. 
Loved sister-in-law 
of Yvonne, aunty 
of Lyn, and loving 
great aunty of Sharni, 
Heath and Alisha.
We will miss you 
Margaret.

GREAD — 
Catherine Mary 
(Dolly).
18th August, 2005.

In loving memory 
From John and Irene, 
Bill and Thel, Joy and 
“Chief” (dec.), Lorna 
and Brian, Thel and 
Ken, Marie and Ron 
and families .

So Loved
_________________

Young — Roy. 
Margaret and family 
would like to thank 
family and friends 
for their visits, cards, 
fl owers and support 
after Roy’s death.
Special thanks 
to Heritage Park 
Funerals and 
Kyabram Funerals 
for their care and 
support.

2020
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Moira Shire Community 

Organisation of the year 2020
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ADVERTISING
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Classifi ed  Line Ads:
12 noon  Tuesday 

Display Ads:
Bookings by 

 12 noon Monday
Ph: 5862 1034

Struggling to get 
out of the house?
Don’t miss out on all 
the local news

NumurkahLEADER
Ph. 5862 1034

88 Melville St, Numurkah
numurkahleader.net.au

Organise a digital subscription
1 month $5.95 12 months $54.95
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SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANTSITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

MHA Care, which 
provides a range of 
in-home Aged Care 
services across the 
Moira Shire, is seeking 
expressions of interest 
from individuals living 
in Moira and surrounds 
interested in serving 
on the Board of Directors.

MHA Care is a local Not for Profi t organisation 
that has been in operation for 14 years and 
now operates as an Organisation Limited 
by Guarantee. The Board governs with an 
emphasis on outward vision, encourages 
a diversity of opinions and views, provides 
strategic leadership and collective decision-
making with a focus on the future and 
maintaining a clear distinction between Board 
and CEO roles.

Expressions of interest are sought from people 
with qualifi cations, skills or experience in:-

• the Human Services or Aged Care industry

• Allied Health or Nursing

• Not for Profi t Governance

• Marketing and public relations

• Change management

• Risk Management

• Planning

• Accountancy

MHA is entering a unique period of change that 
will see historic changes in the delivery of Aged 
Care across Australia.

Enquiries can be made to Michael Hogan, 
CEO, on 5742 1111 or alternatively by email to 
mhogan@mhacare.org.au. 

Expressions of Interest close 31st August 2020

MHA Care Employment 
Opportunities

Be a part of our team to provide vital ser-
vices to the frail aged and vulnerable in 
the Moira Shire community. 

Senior Finance Offi cer
Full time, Temporary Maternity Leave position 

(up to 10 months), Yarrawonga

Finance Offi cer – Generalist
Full time, Permanent, Yarrawonga

Home Support Assessor
Full time or Part time considered, Yarrawonga

Community Care Workers 
(PCAs)

Part time or Casual positions available, 
Yarrawonga/Cobram/Numurkah/Nathalia

Home Care Workers (Cleaners)
Part time or Casual positions available, 

Yarrawonga/Cobram/Numurkah/Nathalia

For more information please go to:
https://www.mhacare.org.au/work-with-us/
career-opportunities A copy of the position 
description can be found on this website. 
Applications must include a resume, cover 
letter and address key selection criteria.  
Please email applications marked ‘Private and 
Confi dential’ to hr@mhacare.org.au by COB 
Wednesday 26th August 2020.

Experienced Part time cleaners 
required in the Numurkah area
Car and current licence essential

Please phone (03) 9390 3522 
between 9am-5pm or email resume to 

stacy@bgcorporateservices.com.au

Part Time Cleaners

We are looking for a casual Handyman/
Maintenance Person to look after the day to day 
repairs and maintenance of our College.
Duties include general carpentry repairs, 
maintenance work and painting.
Experience in carpentry/maintenance work 
required and current working with children’s 
check.

For more information call 5862 1088
Please forward your application/resume

to:  numurkah.sc@education.vic.gov.au

Numurkah
 Secondary College 

Handyman/
Maintenance 

Person
Casual - 20 hours per week

Barwo Homestead, Nathalia

Personal
Care Assistant

Six month short term contract - Part-time
Personal Care Assistant

PCA Cert 3 or working towards
Duties include general care of residents.
Sleepover and some weekend work involved.
We are looking for a person who has a 
passion for working with the elderly.
A Police Record check and current fl u 
vaccination must be provided by successful 
applicant.
Further details from: Mrs. Lynda Walker
Phone: 5866 2574

Applications close: 28th August, 2020
Written applications to:

Mrs. L. Walker
8 Federation St., Nathalia.  3638

NUMURKAH LEADER

GEOFF
EDDY
BUILDER

Buildings & Alterations
of Quality Homes

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations
MOBILE

0418 326 478
NumurkahReg No. DB-U6526

Project2_Layout 1  13/10/14  9:23 AM  Page 1

Reg No DBU24094

Specialising in:
• New Homes • Pergolas • Reroofi ng

Specialising in septic systems
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

Matt: 0407 046 331  Phil: 0419 360 905 
Mark: 0427 646 231

Reg No DBU24094

Numurkah Building & Plumbing P/LNumurkah Building & Plumbing P/L
Numurkah Sand and GravelNumurkah Sand and Gravel
Ph: Ph: Kris -Kris - 0437 073 244    0437 073 244   Ash -Ash - 0418 879 636 0418 879 636

Truck and dogs • Water truck hire • Loader hire • Road grader at 140m 
1xgps • Excavator 2x20t 1x30t gps  • White rock • Cream and red granite 

• Hill rock • 20mm - 40mm brown rock • Blue rock (various sizes) • 
Stone dust • Washed pebbles (various sizes) • Agg rock and Septic 

rock • Garden topsoil • Packing sand • Lawn sand • Washed river sand • 
Commix • Compost • Mulch and barks

NEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAHNEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAH

76 236 009

• All types of Tax Returns • Companies, Trusts & Super
• Accounting Services • Individual & Partnerships

• Business Planning & Advice • Primary Production
• Bookkeeping Services • Retailing & Manufacturing 

• BAS, PAYG/W & IAS • Payroll & Advice 

STRESS LESS CALL [03] 5862 1224
cas@connollysaccounting.com.au

A&G BOSSE P/L
For all your 

Hay, Silage, M/Con 
& Raking, Sowing 
and Multi Discing 

Needs
Phone Tony

0427 369 966

JJOHNESS FARMSOHNESS FARMS
OFFERING   -  MOWER CONDITIONING  OFFERING   -  MOWER CONDITIONING  •• DISC  DISC 
MOWING  MOWING  •• ROTARY RAKING  ROTARY RAKING •• ROUND BALING  ROUND BALING 

SMALL SQUARE BALINGSMALL SQUARE BALING

HAY SALES & CONTRACTING 
AVAILABLE FOR THE CURRENT 

HAY & SILAGE SEASON  

CONTACT JOHN STACPOOLE CONTACT JOHN STACPOOLE 
0429 002 0640429 002 064

NumurkahLEADER
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Gold Coast v Carlton
Bulldogs v Melbourne
Port Adelaide v Hawthorn
Essendon v Richmond

Fremantle v Sydney 
Adelaide v Geelong
Brisbane v St Kilda
West Coast v GWS
Colllingwood v North Melb

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Gold Coast
Melbourne
Hawthorn
Richmond
Sydney

Geelong
St Kilda
West Coast
North Melb

Dominique Cosgriff

ROUND THIRTEEN

Total 42

&  F U N C T I O N  C E N T R E

shamrockhotel
&  F U N C T I O N  C E N T R E

shamrockhotel
& FUNCTION CENTRE

shamrockhotel

shamrockhotel
&  F U N C T I O N  C E N T R E

 Meals 7 days a week •  TAB facilities and Sky
Drive thru bottleshop • Indoor kids playroom

5-13 Melville St., Numurkah Ph. 5862 1006

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Gold Coast
Bulldogs
Port Adelaide
Richmond
Fremantle

Geelong
Brisbane
West Coast
Collingwood

Chris O’Dwyer

Total 63

NUMURKAH 
GOLF & 
BOWLS 

CLUB Inc.

Waterwheel Bistro 
Open 7 days & nights
BINGO! Tues 11am
Thurs 7.30pm • Sun 2.30pm
Spin & Win Ra�  es
Friday Nights from 7pm
Happy Hour
Friday Nights 6pm to 7pm

www.ngbc.com.au      For more info (03) 5862 3445

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Gold Coast
Bulldogs
Port Adelaide
Richmond
Fremantle

Geelong
Brisbane
West Coast
Collingwood

Kevin Morland

Total 65

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Gold Coast
Bulldogs
Port Adelaide
Richmond
Fremantle

Geelong
Brisbane
West Coast
Collingwood

Troy Knox

Total 58

ROGER AND DONNA SEITER

92-96 Melville Street, Numurkah
Phone. 03 5862 1622 • numfurn@hotmail.com

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Carlton
Bulldogs
Port Adelaide
Richmond
Fremantle

Geelong
Brisbane
West Coast
Collingwood

Roger Seiter

Total 69

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Carlton
Bulldogs
Hawthorn
Richmond
Sydney

Geelong
St Kilda
West Coast
Collingwood

Danni Woolley

Total 54

Highest Quality, Best Service. Always.

Ph 5862 3007 
75 -85 Meiklejohn Street Numurkah

Beware: Place your tips or you’ll get Bev’s!24/7 FUEL AVAILABLE

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Gold Coast
Bulldogs
Port Adelaide
Richmond
Fremantle

Geelong
Brisbane
West coast
Collingwood

Liam Gledhill

Total 65

Lead ... Caption
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2
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4
5

6
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8
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Carlton
Bulldogs
Port Adelaide
Richmond
Sydney

Geelong
Brisbane
West Coast
Collingwood

Total 67

Numurkah 5862 2023 
Cobram 5872 9919

John Beitzel

Brad Kerry
1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Carlton
Melbourne
Port Adelaide
Richmond
Fremantle

Geelong
Brisbane
West Coast
Collingwood

Total 59Open 9am every day
NUMURKAH

Brad Kerry

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Gold Coast
Bulldogs
Port Adelaide
Richmond
Fremantle

Geelong
Brisbane
West Coast
Collingwood

Lee Agnew

Round 12 - 6
Round 11 - 5

Total 63101 Melville Street, Numurkah   Phone (03) 5862 1849

• Fridge/Freezer  • Clothes Dryer
• Washing Machine  • Ovens

• Cooktops  • Dishwashers  • Hotplates

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Carlton
Bulldogs
Port Adelaide
Richmond
Sydney

Geelong
Brisbane
West Coast
Collingwood

Peter Newby

Total 57
23 Railway Place, Numurkah

Telephone 03 5862 2332    Fax 03 5862 2938

NumurkahLEADERAll Your Printing Needs

2020 AFL2020 AFL BUSINESS  BUSINESS 
TIPPING TIPPING COMPETITIONCOMPETITION

1
2
3
4
5
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8
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Carlton
Melbourne
Port Adelaide
Richmond
Fremantle

Geelong
Brisbane
West Coast
Collingwood

Peter Bau

Total 61Phone 0409 621 164

75 Melville St
Numurkah

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Carlton
Bulldogs
Port Adelaide
Richmond
Fremantle

Geelong
Brisbane
West Coast
Collingwood

Nathan Morris

Total 56

RURAL & PLUMBINGRURAL & PLUMBINGRURAL & PLUMBING
Murray ValleyMurray Valley

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Num Furniture
MV Rural
MG Trading
Num Golf Club
Shamrock

Agnews Plumbing+
R&B Butchers  
The Bottle-O
GrainCorp
Heritage Park

TOP 10
LEADERBOARD
R11 winner Num Furn

R12  R & B Butchers

Round 12 - 6
Round 11 - 6

Round 12 - 6
Round 11 - 4

Round 12 - 6
Round 11 - 7

Round 12 - 6
Round 11 - 7

Round 12 - 4
Round 11 - 5

Round 12 - 6
Round 11 - 4

Round 12 - 6
Round 11 - 5

Round 12 - 6
Round 11 - 4

Round 12 - 5
Round 11 - 5

Round 12 - 6
Round 11 - 4

Round 12 - 6
Round 11 - 4

Round 12 - 7
Round 11 - 3

NumurkahLEADER

PRINTINGPRINTING
FLYERS 

BUSINESS CARDS

LOYALTY CARDS

MENUS

MAGAZINES

LABELS

POSTERS UP TO A1

PROMOTIONAL
PRODUCTS

BOOKLETS

Ph. 5862 1034
88 Melville St, Numurkah PULL UPPULL UP

BANNERSBANNERS
NOWNOW 

AVAILABLEAVAILABLE
1600MM X 600MM1600MM X 600MM
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Local Sporting LegendsLocal Sporting Legends
ALLAN Clark’s achievements in bowls - 

of both the indoor and outdoor variety - are 
impressive to say the least. 

� ese achievements include representing 
Victoria in indoor bowls a dozen times - 
coming runner up at the national champi-
onships twice - securing seven club champi-
onships and four runners-up at Numurkah 
and Wunghnu, 12 day pennant premier-
ships, 10 night pennant premierships, and 
numerous other pairs and singles wins. 

He has also never been defeated in a divi-
sion one team grand � nal where he compet-
ed as a skipper or a third.

Not bad for a man who insists he has no 
natural talent for the game.

Allan started bowling aged 37, having 
been prevented from playing sport for years 
due to the  seven day a week demands of 
dairy farming. However, once he got a taste 
of bowls, he found a way to � t it in.

“Ralph Hodges asked me to go to a fund-
raising tournament for the RSL at Strath-
merton,” Allan said.

“He gave me a pair of shoes to wear and 
they were three sizes too small, because 
he’s only a li� le fella. By the end of the day I 
couldn’t walk and I thought ‘if that’s bowls, 
I’m not interested’,.

“I had enjoyed the competition though, 
so I took it up from there anyway.”

Allan got around the time restrictions of 
farming life by mainly playing indoors.

“You couldn’t go out bowling and then 
come home and get a herd of cows in to 
milk at � ve or six o’clock - it didn’t work 
very well,” he said.

“But indoor bowls was mostly night time, 
so I mostly stuck to that to begin with.

“At that time we did have a night-pennant 
for outdoor bowls though. You never used 
to train or anything, you’d just turn up and 
play, so I could play in that too. � at was 
great, I think we ought to get it going again.”

However, whilst indoor bowls may have 
been convenient for Allan, it wasn’t without 
its challenges. 

“I couldn’t get the hang of it at � rst, be-
cause I’d been trained to bowl outdoor-style 
where you take a step when you bowl, but 
you’re not allowed to do that in indoor. 

“I decided I’d kneel to stop me taking a 
step, and I’ve knelt ever since. It was a good 
move actually, as far as I was concerned.”

Once he’d solved that small problem, Al-
lan’s game went from strength to strength 
- with a lot of practice. 

“I had an indoor mat out on the farm, in 
the shed, and I’d train a couple of times a 
day, and that’s why I was a reasonable play-
er. I had no natural ability in bowling, it was 
only because I trained that I became quite 
good.”

Moving o�  the farm in 1980, Allan was 
able to take part in the outdoor competi-
tion a lot more, but remained devoted to 
indoor as well.

Shortly before his move o�  the farm, he’d 
also moved clubs - from Town to Golf.

“I played with Jack and Bill Dudley there 
and they looked a� er me. We got on very 
well and  with Frank Mills as skipper, we 
were very hard to beat. I probably had the 
best leader in the division at that stage in 
Jack Dudley, and that makes a big di� er-
ence.

A good rapport and ability to commu-
nicate with team mates is something that 
Allan said is essential to success in bowling.

“You’ve got to have a good team, and be 
compatible and get on well,” he said.

“Communication with people is a big 
thing. You can get players you never play 
well with because you can’t communicate 
with them. 

“Others, like Jack Dudley, we’d just have 
to look at each other and know what shot 
we wanted to play.

No ma� er how well, or otherwise, Allan 
communicates with his team mates, he 

Success indoors and out
Determined ... Allan Clark 
said he made up for a 
lack of talent by practising 
hard and mastering the 
mental side of the game 
of bowls.
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maintains staunch loyalty to them. 

“� at started early on when I took my son 
Kevin to his � rst indoor bowls tournament,” he 
said.

“Kevin was only 10, but he had been practising 
on our mat at home, and he was pre� y good.

“Sometimes when you lose a game you’ll 
change skippers and this fella we were playing 
against in our last game changed over to second, 
and as he did, he called my son a cheat.

“� e other fella had forgo� en about scoring 
and we were way up, and when Kevin told him 
the score he called him a cheat.

“It upset Kevin because he was only 10 years 
old, and he said ‘I’m not shaking his hand’. I said 
‘yes you are’ and I made him shake the fella’s 
hand, but then I � xed the fella up.

“I got him by the throat in the middle of the 
hall and said ‘don’t you ever call my son a bloody 
cheat’. From then on that gentleman respected 
me and treated me well, and we ended up be-
coming pre� y good friends over the years.

“But from that moment on, I would never let 
anyone upset my team or call them names. � ey 
can call me  grumpy or whatever they like, but 
I won’t let anyone talk roughly to my team, or 
teach them bad habits like that. It’s not on.”

“I just stand up for what I think is right, I don’t 
know if that’s right or wrong, but I know you 
can’t please everyone and I don’t try to; I treat 
people the way they treat me.”

As well as refusing to let anybody else treat his 
team badly, Allan also knows the power of treat-
ing his team well.

“We were playing in the grand � nal one day at 
Barooga and we were 15 - 5 down at lunchtime, 
going nowhere,” he said.

“I was skippering that day and I had a li� le yarn 
to the team and we came out a� er lunch and got 
a seven,  a six and a four. A� er three ends we were 
seven up, and we won 38 to 17.

“� at came just by me talking to my side nicely. 
I never abused my side and I just tried to help 
them, and they helped me too.”

Allan has always taken the game seriously, and 
agrees that he has succeeded, not just by prac-
tising, but also by mastering the mental side of 
the game.  

“I’m very competitive on the green. I take it 
seriously, and I like to concentrate on my game, 

so I never talk when I’m bowling because I don’t 
want to lose concentration,” he said.

“I’ve always been determined to win, and I 
might be playing against be� er players than me, 
but I’ve never just assumed they’re going to beat 
me.

“I knew all the teams around, and I would 
study who we were going to play on Saturday, 
what their strengths and weaknesses were.

“You have to be � exible in your thinking and 
approach to be a top bowler. Good players don’t 
care what hand they play because they can use 
either forehand or backhand and play all shots. 

“I think practising with an indoor mat helps 
your outdoor game as well, because it helps with 
reading a head correctly. 

“Most bowlers can’t read a head correctly to get 
the best advantage out of their bowling. Bowling 
indoor you have to be pre� y precise and use the 
correct hand each time, otherwise it won’t go 
right. You get yourself out of trouble outdoor by 
reading a head correctly.

“If you can read a head correctly you can see 
that instead of bowling backhand, you should 
be bowling forehand because that’s the way the 
head’s situated. Some people think they can’t 
play forehand, but you have to practise and train 
yourself to do it.

“You have to be able to a� ack, and you need to 
be able to use backhand and forehand for that.”

In 2004, Allan was thrown a completely new 
challenge, requiring him to start largely from 
scratch on the physical side of things.

“My back was no good but I didn’t want to give up 
because I enjoy the competition. � e trouble was, 
because I couldn’t bend, I’d have to drop the bowl 
onto the green, and greenkeepers don’t like that, 
because if the green’s a bit damp, it makes a hole.”

Unwilling to give up the game he loved, Allan 
turned to a then relatively new device in order to 
keep playing.

“I was one of the � rst to get one and I studied 
and practised hard with it,” he said.

“It was pre� y awkward to bowl with, and I had 
to train pre� y hard. I designed a new jaw for 
them so that it holds the bowl a bit be� er. I’ve 
adapted hundreds of them now.”

As always, determination to master this new 
side of the game through practice paid o�  for Al-
lan, but that came with a few slings and arrows.

“Other players called it a cheating stick,” he 
said.

“I copped it a fair bit. � ey’d say ‘how are you 
going with that cheating stick?’

“It would wear you down a bit in the � nish, be-
cause you’d do a good bowl and they’d call it a 
cheating stick. I’d give it back to them though, I 
never take anything si� ing down.

“I’d say, ‘alright, if you ever want one give me a 
hoy, I’ve got 15 in the garage.’

“� ey’d ask why I had so many and I’d say 
‘when I had me hip done I found eight where 
you told me to stick it, and then another seven 
on the other side when I had the other one done.’

“From then on they’d say ‘what number stick 
have you got today Clarky?”

� ough mastering use of the bowling arm 
earned him a few barbs, it also led Allan to an-
other aspect that he has found extremely reward-
ing - coaching others in the use of the arm. 

“I went to Shepparton to learn with the arm 
one day and ended up coaching, and from there  
I got a lot of enquiries to coach people how to 
use it,” he said.

“I ended up coaching the Victorian side on how 
to use them because they didn’t have enough 
coaches. I didn’t feel like I knew that much, but 
I knew a bit and I suppose that was more than 
most people. 

“I got the keenness to coach from then on.
“You get all sorts of people in to coach - some 

have crook arms, crook wrists, crook backs, 
crook hearts, crook legs, some of them are just 
too old to bowl without one. Being able to get 
them bowling again, or keep them bowling, is 
great, I really enjoy it; it’s very satisfying. 

“If you had a crook wrist or something I could 
get you to bowl and it wouldn’t hurt.

“� ey call me the king of the arm. � ey reckon 
I know as much as anyone, and  I don’t think I’ve 
had a failure.”

Allan said that, as much as he can pass on his 
wisdom gained from experience with the arm, it 
is up to players how well they will do with it.

“You can show them what to do and how to 
correct things they’re doing wrong, but they 
have to get their own delivery right.”

Allan is a life member of the Murray Bowls Di-
vision, and was due to be inducted into the or-
ganisation’s Hall of Fame on April 20, an event 

that had to be cancelled due to pandemic restric-
tions. 

Allan maintains that his hall of fame nod was 
purely a result of his voluntary work in adminis-
tration, and not his skills on the green.

“To get a life membership was a big shock, and 
I felt very honoured. � e hall of fame is a big 
honour too. To me, it’s not about what you’ve 
won, but about what you’ve done for the club 
and the association.

“I’m only ge� ing it because I was 20 years do-
ing the pennant recording, and 15 - 20 years on 
the match commi� ee.”

Allan said that, although those roles have 
brought him honours, they’ve also contributed 
to his reputation for grumpiness.

“� ey would give a new player the job of be-
ing manager for the team, but wouldn’t tell them 
how to do it. � en they would do the recording 
and send the results to me, and it would be all 
wrong.

“It wasn’t their fault, it was the club’s fault, and I 
got the nickname Grumpy because I used to ring 
up and go crook about things not being provided 
properly.”

Allan said his keenness to get the scores out in 
a timely manner also didn’t do him any favours. 

“I got a bad name for going home fairly quickly 
a� er the game, but I would go home and do the 
recording,” he said. 

“Most of them would wait at the club to see 
how others got on, so I went home to get it done 
straight away. I didn’t get a real good name out of 
that until they realised I was going straight home 
to do the recording.

“� at didn’t worry me because I had a job to 
do, and if I have a job to do I’ll do it, and I’m not 
worried about what other people think of me.”

� ough the opinions of others don’t ma� er 
much to Allan, he is pleased to have gained some 
good friends from the game of bowls. 

“I’ve go� en a lot of enjoyment, and a lot of ex-
ercise, and I’ve made a lot of friends,” he said.

“Since I’ve had my hips and knee done, I’ve no-
ticed that when I go to tournaments there will 
be seven or eight players who will walk over and 
shake my hand and ask me how I’m going. � at’s 
really touched me over the years.”

“It’s people I’ve taught how to use the arm, and 
I get a great thrill out of seeing them bowl well.”
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ALLAN Clark’s achievements in bowls - of both the indoor and outdoor variety - are impressive to say the least... Story 
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