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BARMAH and Cummeragunja locals were shocked when 
the border bridge connecting the two communities was 
closed without warning last Tuesday night . See story page 3.

GREATER Shepparton has recorded three 
positive cases in COVID-19 since last Friday, 
with all considered active cases.

� is brings Greater Shepparton’s total num-
ber of cases to 18, 15 of which have recovered, 
whilst Moira’s total number remains at 11, hav-
ing recorded no new cases in two months. 

Whilst one of the new cases was tested at 
Goulburn Valley Health, the other two tests 
were conducted elsewhere.

None of the three individuals is currently 
being treated at GV Health. � e hospital has 
con� rmed it will continue to treat inpatients 

who are suspected of having the virus, though 
no cases, con� rmed or otherwise, are currently 
admi� ed.

� e three con� rmed cases are self-isolating at 
home, and contact tracing is being conducted 
by the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices. 

GV Health has now introduced a policy 
whereby visitors to the hospital are being re-
quested to wear face masks as a precaution to 
limit the risk of COVID-19 being passed on to 
patients, residents, clients and sta� .  

GV Health has also reduced elective surgery, 

in order to reserve capacity within its hospi-
tal-based services for both patients and sta� . 

GV Health Chief Executive O�  cer Ma�  
Sharp said that, although the step meant some 
people waiting for elective surgery will have 
their care delayed, it was necessary that the 
service reprioritise resources in response to the 
changing circumstances related to COVID-19. 

GV Health will continue to undertake emer-
gency surgery and urgent elective surgery with 
less urgent elective surgery to be rescheduled.  

Three COVID cases in Shepp
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SOUND 
WEATHERBOARD HOME

NO. 8 MACKENZIE STREET 
NUMURKAH

SATURDAY AUGUST 8TH
10.30AM ON SITE

This well-maintained home is on concrete stumps 
and has a colorbond iron roof.   It comprises a lounge 
room, adjoining kitchen/dining room with electric 
stove, 3 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, vanity and 
toilet, laundry and separate 2nd toilet.  Outside there 
is a decked verandah, shade cloth car cover, carport 
and lock up garage/workshop, rainwater tank and a 
6-panel solar inverter system.  Ideal starter home or 
investment.

Open for inspection each Saturday prior to the 
auction, from 10.00-10.30 or by appointment.

AUCTION

 Coordinator – MHA Care   Phone 5742 1111

Meals on Wheels Roster
 Rnd 1 Rnd 2 Rnd 3

20/7

21/7

22/7

23/7

24/7

M. Crowther -  VOLUNTEER S. Green
Harris REQUIRED 
V. Bunny M. Mandersloot A. De Vries
G .Varley G. Russell L. Saltmarsh
Numurkah Sec P. MacDonald M. Caccianiga
College C. North L. Trimby
S. Morely VOLUNTEER B. Palmer
G. Watson REQUIRED 
B. Macdonald L. Grant Lions Club of
 T. Newman Numurkah

Have the border closures aff ected you? 
WHEN the  New South Wales premier an-

nounced last week that her state would be clos-
ing its borders with Victoria, it was a move that 
very few Victorians had seen coming.

Despite the fact the other states and territories 
had made that same move months ago, very few 

had considered that Victoria would � nd itself in 
a position where it was entirely cut o�  by road 
from the rest of Australia.

With � ve border crossings in Moira Shire, and a 
signi� cant number from both sides of the border 
relying on being able to cross in order to access 

family, employment, recreation and medical ap-
pointments, a detrimental a� ect on our commu-
nities was guaranteed.

� is week, the Leader took to Melville Street 
to ask people whether they thought the border 
closures were justi� ed, and if they had been per-
sonally e� ected by them.

Geo�  Swallow
I think the border closures are necessary be-

cause of all the people who have done the wrong 
thing. I’m not really a� ected by them; the lock-
down of Melbourne is a much bigger issue for 
me, because my daughter and her family are 
there and I can’t see my grandchildren now. 

Kerri Ma� hews
I totally understand why they’ve done it, and I 

don’t blame them at all. � e situation in Victoria 
is pre� y bad, and if other states are in a position 
to go back to normal, they should be able to 
do it without worrying about the virus coming 
across the border.

Also, if it means that football can keep going, 
then it’s a good thing, because football is help-
ing keep a lot of Victorians sane, even if it’s being 
played interstate.

Jon Cunningham
As far as I’m concerned, it doesn’t worry me, 

but my daughter and son-in-law live in Albury 
and work in Wodonga  and it’s a real pain for 
them.

� ings will probably even out in Victoria in 
a couple of weeks, but if they don’t, we’ll all be 
under lockdown again I reckon, so we all need 
to get used to a new normal. I think the virus is 
going to keep coming back for the next couple 
of years, and the states will need to keep making 
decisions about it. 

Shelley Farrugia
I think, in general, closing the borders is a good 

idea. I know it will be hard on some people, but I 
think  it makes sense. I’m not o� ended by them 
wanting to keep us out given the situation here.

I haven’t had any plans to go to NSW so it 
doesn’t e� ect me.

Jason Spencer 
I think it’s reasonable given the circumstanc-

es, but I’d rather they use the army to man the 
checkpoints instead of the police. � is isn’t real-
ly a police issue, and they have got be� er things 
to do; it’s a waste of resources.

I was going to go to Canberra to pick some-
thing up, but that’s not possible now.

Jenny Cunningham
I think it’s fair enough under the circumstance; 

everyone got too complacent, and now the pol-
iticians need to make these types of decisions.

We were supposed to go to a wedding in Ber-
magui in April but it was postponed until Octo-
ber, but I don’t think we’ll be going now, even if 
it goes ahead and the borders are open. 

THERE has been a spike in vehicle the� s 
across the district in recent weeks, with the 
Nathalia area being hit particularly hard.

A JCB Telehandler vehicle was stolen from 
a shed in the Lower Moira area on July 7. � e 
vehicle was driven only a short distance before 
being dumped in a dry creek at the southern end 
of McDonalds Road,  intersecting with Barmah 
and Shepparton Roads, lower Moira. Anybody 
with information about this incident is encour-
aged to contact Nathalia Police.

On July 9, an o� ender stole laser levelling 
equipment from a tractor parked in a paddock 
on Barmah Road, Kotupna, then on July 12, 
between 7am and 3pm, a boat trailer was sto-
len from the ‘gulf ’ boat ramp in Picola. � e grey 
homemade trailer, registration X19 261, was 

taken o�  the vehicle while the victim was � sh-
ing.

In the early hours of Wednesday,  July 8, a gold 
coloured Commodore sedan was stolen from a 
property on Quinn Street, Numurkah, and was 
later recovered on Tyack Street, Numurkah. An-
yone with information is asked to contact Nu-
murkah Police.

On the morning of Tuesday, July 7, a � re was 
started inside a house on McCaskill Street, Nu-
murkah. � e � re caused smoke damage only 
and is not being treated as suspicious.

 Police are asking Moira residents to take two 
minutes of your time to help them to help you, 
by completing the Community Connection 
(CommConnect) police community survey.

 CommConnect is a di� erent approach to po-

licing. O�  cers (usually at Sergeant level) will 
be assigned to engage with key stakeholders in 
speci� c sectors of the police service area, more 
directly focusing resources to build stronger and 
more collaborative relationships. 

 As part of this process, local police are asking 
their communities what concerns they have 
regarding policing in their local suburbs and 
townships, and ways in which police can be� er 
connect and support the community to address 
those concerns. 

  If you live in Moira Shire, the relevant survey 
can be found at: h� ps://engage.vic.gov.au/vic-
toria-police-community-connection-project/
victoria-police-moira.

Spate of vehicle theftsPOLICE BEAT
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RESIDENTS of Barmah and Cummeragunja 
were served a very unpleasant surprise last Tues-
day evening when the bridge was closed with 
barricades at around 8pm.

Whilst locals on either side of the Murray Riv-
er crossing were aware of the NSW border clo-
sures that were to come into e� ect at midnight 
on Tuesday, they were expecting a checkpoint to 
be installed - not a hard border closure. 

Barmah publican Ma�  Gissing told the Leader
last Wednesday that workers from Murray River 
Shire Council arrived at the Barmah side of the 
bridge at around 7pm Tuesday. 

“By eight o’clock the barricades were up and 
the bridge was impassable by vehicle,” he said.

“� at was the � rst we knew about it. � ere had 
been no communication with anyone here at all, 
so we had no idea access was going to be blocked 
- let alone four hours ahead of the o�  cial border 
closures.

“Half of our business comes from that side of 
the river, and Barmah is the nearest town for a 
lot of people over there, and now they’re cut o� .”

Not only were local residents not informed of 
the closure of the thoroughfare which is well-
used by heavy vehicles wishing to access Echu-
ca/Moama, but neither was anyone else.

“� ey didn’t put any signage or lights up un-
til around 10pm, so we had B double trucks 
coming through from Picola Road, where there 
was no signage warning the bridge was closed, 
and not realising they couldn’t get through,” Mr 
Gissing said.

“We had to be out here watching for tra�  c so 
we could try and give them a bit of warning, and  
then they had to try and manoeuvre themselves 
to turn around right in front of the bridge to turn 
back the other way. 

“It wasn’t good.”
Ma� ’s mother-in-law Janet Hadley, who lives 

in Nathalia, was in Barmah on Tuesday night 
when the barricades went up, and said it was 
frightening. 

“It was dangerous the way the trucks didn’t 
know until they got that close. It’s a miracle no-
body crashed into it,” she said.

“If they had, they’d have been in trouble, be-
cause the closest ambulance is in Moama, and it 
wouldn’t have been able to get through. � ey’d 
have had to wait for help to come from Sheppar-
ton or Numurkah, and who knows how long that 
would take?”

While the Leader was in Barmah on Wednes-
day, it witnessed two other people being taken 

by surprise in � nding the bridge closed; two 
NSW police o�  cers.

One of the o�  cers told the Leader that they 
had been sent from Sydney to man the check-
point at Moama and had entered the route into 
Google maps.

“It told us to come this way, and there was no 
signage on the road to say the bridge was closed,” 
he said.

As to whether they would now, having exited 
their vehicle and spoken to locals in Victoria,  
need to self-isolate on their return to NSW, he 
couldn’t say.

“I don’t know, we haven’t been told,” he said.
� e bridge was reopened on � ursday evening, 

with a checkpoint on the NSW side - once again 
with no notice given to locals.

“� ey just turned up about � ve o’clock last 
night and moved some of the barricades and that 
was the � rst we knew about it,” Mr Gissing told 
the Leader on Friday.

“� ey said it’s just open to locals and that was 
it. No other communication from anybody at 
all.”

� e Leader also spoke to one of two police of-
� cers checking permits on the NSW side of the 
bridge on Friday, who con� rmed the crossing 

would be manned 24 hours a day, and was for 
the use of locals only.

“We will only be le� ing residents of Barmah 
and Cummeragunja through, and only if they 
have a permit,” he said.

 A spokesperson for NSW police told the Lead-
er that Operation Border Control is unprece-
dented, along borders that are designed to facili-
tate border movements, not impede them.

“� e NSW police force is currently coordinat-
ing a large scale police operation on the NSW/
Victorian border,” she said.

“However, the operation has been a success so 
far, with thousands of vehicle movements facili-
tated every hour.

“Given its unprecedented nature, it is dynam-
ic and constantly evolving, and police are con-
stantly assessing the operation with a view to 
being � exible with our resources on the ground.

“� is includes consideration being given to 
the location of vehicle checkpoints and hard clo-
sures as the operation progresses.

“Police would like to thank the community for 
their assistance so far, and remind everyone of 
the importance of abiding by all public health 
orders.”

Barmah cut off  when border bridge closed

Tourist attraction ... Tourists from Woodend  took the 
opportunity to get a photograph at the closed bridge.

Wrong way go back ...These NSW police offi cers were 
tricked by Google maps into thinking the bridge was 
open. 

Checkpoint ... The checkpoint on the NSW side 
of the bridge will be manned 24 hours a day, and 
open to locals with permits only. 
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To report service issues and emergencies 
after hours call (03) 5871 9222.

Phone
Call us on 5871 9222

NRS
133 677

Email
info@moira.vic.gov.au

Mail
PO Box 578, Cobram VIC 3643

Customer Service
Centres
44 Station Street, Cobram
100 Belmore Street, Yarrawonga

Community 
Update

Transfer Stations 
Update
The Tungamah and Strathmerton transfer 

stations will remain closed due to the 

continuing COVID-19 health emergency – we 

thank everyone for their patience during this 

difficult time.

All other transfer stations, including the Cobram 

Landfill Site, are still open.

• Cobram Transfer Station –  
weekdays 9am-4pm;  

weekends 10am-3pm.

• Cobram Landfill –  
Weekdays 9am-3pm.

• Nathalia Transfer Station –  
Tuesday 8.30am-12pm, Thursday 8.30am-

12.30pm, Saturday 9am-1pm.

• Numurkah Transfer Station –  

Tuesday, Thursday and weekends 9am-4pm.

• St James Transfer Station –  

Saturday 9am-12pm.

• Yabba Transfer Station –  

Sunday 9am-12pm.

• Yarrawonga Transfer Station –  

Seven days 9am-4pm

COVID-19 Testing – where to go
The four hospitals in Moira Shire are working to enable the quick identification of 
any future cases in our region.

Testing will be available to people who are showing symptoms, however mild, of 
COVID-19 including fever, chills or sweats, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath 
or runny nose. 

The test is free, takes around five minutes and involves a swab from the back of 
your throat and nose.

Please phone each hospital for further details or to make an appointment.

Numurkah Hospital By appointment Ph: 5862 0555        

Cobram Hospital By appointment Ph: 5871 0777         

Nathalia Hospital By appointment Ph: 5866 9444                   

Yarrawonga Health 7 days By appointment 12.30pm-4pm   Ph: 5743 8132 
 

Creative Hubs – applications now open
Creative Hubs have been established as part of Council’s inaugural Arts 
and Culture Strategy 2020-26.

We aim to establish up to four separate Creative Hubs throughout the 
shire with each hub to identify professional development opportunities for 
artists and performers, and plan for broader regional access to the arts.

Each successful Creative Hub will receive annual funding of $30,000 per 
year with an additional $5,000 in the first year for establishment costs.

Applications close 4pm Thursday 30 July.

Innovative Services are Better 
Services – apply now
This program has been developed in response to changes to 
funding arrangements for community care services.

Innovative Services are Better Services aims to strengthen 
community engagement and support through the provision of 
funds to address unmet needs in our region.

Funding up to $131,750 will be offered on a triennial basis to 
allow funding surety to implement programs or projects and 
evaluate outcomes.

Applications close 4pm Thursday 30 July.

Next Council Meeting – July - Cobram
Our next meeting will commence at 5pm on Wednesday 22 
July at the Cobram Civic Centre.

Due to the Emergency Measures Act 2020 this meeting will be 
closed to the public, however it will be streamed live via our 
Facebook page and can be viewed on our website.

Questions from the public must be emailed to info@moira.vic.
gov.au and be clearly marked as questions for the July meeting.

Submitted questions will be read at the designated section of the 
meeting and answered by the appropriate officer or councillor.

For more information please give our friendly Customer Service 
Team a call.

ONE of the great ironies of the extraor-
dinary situation we have all found our-
selves in this year, is that while we have 
been forced to separate, we have come to 
rely on, and appreciate, each other’s sup-
port and good will so much more.

With so many people’s financial situ-
ations becoming more precarious, and 
attending the supermarket at times be-
coming akin to running the gauntlet, 
one local project has provided a beacon 
for those doing it tough.

Numurkah is now officially part of the 
global Food is Free movement, with a 
number of locals  providing spaces in 
which food can be taken, or exchanged, 
without the need for payment or con-
tact.

At the start of the pandemic lockdown, 
Numurkah’s Nicole Wells set up a ‘free 
food’ table outside her McDonald Street 
home, and the idea has gone from there.

“I was just putting out some excess 
produce from my back garden and a few 
other things so that people who needed 
food or didn’t want to go out in public 
could access it,” Nicole said.

“If I had something left over from the 
pantry, or I accidentally bought some-
thing while I was shopping that I already 
had at home, I would put it out so it 
didn’t go to waste.”

After letting people know, via social 
media, that the table was there, Nicole 
immediately saw people accessing the 
table.

“The food was going, and in return we 
were getting so many lovely thank you 
cards and notes from people telling is 
how much they needed it and how much 
it meant to them that they could access 
it; especially under the current circum-
stances.”

When lockdown officially ended, so 
did the little free food table - but not for 
long.

“I stopped doing it because I thought 
people wouldn’t need it so much any 

more, but I kept getting the cards telling 
me how much people appreciated it, and 
I realised that the need was still there, so 
I started it back up.

“A lot of the people accessing it are 
older people, or single parents, or young 
families whose employment has suf-
fered. There is no reason for those peo-
ple to go without when there is plenty of 
food around.” 

After reinstating the table, Nicole went 
a step further, adding Numurkah to the 
Food is Free movement.

The Food is Free Project is a world-
wide movement growing community 
and food. The first Food is Free garden 
was planted in 2012 in Austin, Texas, 
and the concept has since gone global.

The Food is Free Numurkah facebook 
page allows people to see where free 
food can be accessed, or left, as well add 
their own free food point to the page.

The page is public, and currently has 
around 100 members. 

The introduction to the page says, in 
part;

“We all go through times of hardship, 
no matter who we are or what our situ-
ation- things change without warning, 
and sometimes things are continuously 
challenging for many people.

“We can lift each other up and unite 
to make sure our entire community 
thrives.”

A number of free food locations are 
now listed on the page, and Nicole said 
that, while she still adds things from her 
garden or pantry to her free food table, 
and occasionally picks up an extra can or 
two to add to it when she’s shopping, it 
operates quite  well without her involve-
ment.

“People leave stuff, or swap stuff, to the 
point where I don’t really need to do an-
ything any more,” she said.

“People have really embraced the con-
cept in both giving and receiving and 
that’s wonderful.”

Free food to be found in Numurkah

Food is free Numurkah ... Heidi Webb, Nicole Wells, Charlotte Wells (front) and Austin Webb are thrilled 
that their free food table is being so well accessed. 
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Find out where to get tested visit 
vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

It’s important to get tested for coronavirus 

at the first sign of any symptom and stay 

home until you get your result. Getting 

tested means you keep yourself, your friends, 

family, workplace and your community safe. 

It’s not over yet. 

TESTED

SYMPTOMSANYANY

GET
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Mayor’s Message
Financial assistance and 
border closure update

With the COVID-19 pandemic affecting our whole region economically, we remain 
committed to helping all the communities in Moira Shire who are facing unprecedented 
hardship, both financially and emotionally.
To assist businesses, organisations and individuals we will not be charging ‘hire of park’ 
fees for events to be held up until the end of September.
In addition, ‘hire of hall’ fees will not be charged until the end of September for Council-
owned or operated buildings.
Bookings must still be made and, depending on the type of event, a bond may still be 
required.
We are actively working with individual ratepayers who already have payment plans in 
place or have requested a plan be developed.
As well as waiving 100% of the rent for the June quarter for enterprises that operate 
from Council-owned or managed land, we have also given a 50% rebate for the 
September quarter for these businesses.
In addition, while businesses must still submit an application for food registration, fees 
normally payable with the application or renewal have been waived until November 
2020.
The border closure between Victoria and NSW has been in place for more than a week 
now.
These are certainly challenging times and we are asking everyone to prepare for slight 
delays when crossing the border and to remain patient.
You need a permit to enter or return to NSW however you do not need a permit to enter 
Victoria.
You need to demonstrate your eligibility to cross the border to police by carrying relevant 
documentation based on your exemption category as well as identification information 
such as a drivers licence.
The eligibility requirements include, but are not limited to, a NSW resident returning 
home; a cross-border resident; a boarding school/university student or a parent/guardian 
accompanying a student; a carer for an individual entering NSW; employment; and 
medical appointments.
Three of the four border crossings in Moira Shire are open to cross if you have the 
appropriate permit, however the Barmah Bridge has been closed, with no crossings 
permitted. 
We understand these are difficult times, please give us a call on 5871 9222 if you 
would like to chat about your situation – we will work together to get the best possible 
outcome.

THEY say there is no such thing as a job for life 
any more, but Heather Rice’s experience tells a 
slightly di� erent story. However, that could be 
because, for Heather at least, nursing was always 
more a vocation than a job; particularly a� er she 
discovered palliative care.

Heather, a Moira palliative care clinical nurse 
specialist, celebrated her retirement recently, 
leaving behind a grateful Numurkah hospital, 
where she has worked for the last 32 years of her 
47 year nursing career. 

Heather’s career spanned two very di� erent 
worlds of nursing - the old and the new.

Heather graduated as a registered nurse in 
1976, following three years of hospital-based 
training at Albury base hospital.

She said that, the 70s and 80s were a good time 
to be a nurse, if very di� erent to today’s nursing 
experience. 

“You learnt everything from scratch, you had 
to boil the pans and sterilise everything,” she 
said.

Heather said the matron, who was all-powerful 
in those days, did her rounds every day making 
sure everything was ship shape.

 She remembers when the matron was on 
lunch, if a junior nurse came into the lunch room 
and � nished her meal � rst, she had to stand to 
a� ention at the door and wait for matron to give 
the nod of approval for her to return to work. 

“Sometimes she would leave you to stand there 
for a long time,” she said.

Before she was married, Heather lived in the 
nurse’s quarters a� ached to the hospital. She 
says there was usually one room where the more 
senior nurse would sleep, while the second nurse 
would sleep in the enclosed veranda.  

In the nurse’s quarters, curfew for the junior 
nurses was 11pm, while the second year nurs-
es could stay out until midnight. � e nurses on 
night duty were expected to be in bed by 8am, 
and were not allowed up until 3.30pm. � is rule 
was enforced with random bed checks. 

“I can remember nurses sneaking in a� er hours 
and we would have to help them get in without 
ge� ing caught,” she says with a laugh. 

From Albury, Heather moved to Wodonga 
hospital, then to Corowa hospital, gaining ex-
perience in all wards, including theatre, surgical, 
children’s ward, men’s ward and the women’s 
ward, along the way.  

Having married and birthed two daughters, 
Heather found herself living at Mullengandra, 
between Albury and Holbrook, and working at 
Mercy hospital, which was run by nuns. While 
she worked across the rehab, midwifery and sur-
gical wards there, it was on the fourth � oor, in 
medical and palliative care, that Heather found 
her calling.

“Palliative care is a privilege, you are there to 
support people at the end of their life, caring for 
them and their families,” she said.

“� ere have been many people who have come 
and gone, and many people I think of o� en.”

On January 11, 1988, Heather started work at 
the Numurkah District Hospital in the general 
ward. 

Her le� er of appointment from the director 
of nursing at the time, Anne Smith read; ‘white 

uniform is to be worn, with a red cape or cardi-
gan, and white or brown shoes’.

Heather said the start of her career at Numur-
kah was tough. 

“I didn’t like it for the � rst 6 months! Coming 
from NSW to Victoria, the change in nurse lev-
els and pay scales, it was all a challenge,” she said.

Heather found her stride though, and a� er 
working for years in the acute and theatre wards, 
she � nally got the chance to return to palliative 
care in February 2001. 

From humble beginnings, Heather and the 
team at Moira Palliative Care worked to make 
the service what it is today, caring for more than 
2,000 families, providing palliative care, end of 
life care, bereavement support and counselling. 

Heather said over the years she has met and 
worked with many wonderful people, and while 
it was emotional saying goodbye to clients who 
passed away, there would always be another per-
son and family waiting for her care and a� ention. 

“So, you have to let go and move on,” she said.
Heather’s family have lost count of the times 

they have been stopped in the street by people 
who met Heather through her work in palliative 
care. � ey would say things like ‘oh is Heather 
Rice your mum? She looked a� er my family 
member when they were dying and she was just 
fantastic, she is a really special person.’ � ese 
comments gave husband Bernie, and daughters 
Kim and Amanda, a small insight into the di� er-
ence Heather made to all of her clients and their 
families. 

� e best part of nursing for Heather, aside 
from her time spent in palliative care, has been 
the sta� . 

“� ere is a real camaraderie with nurses and 
health care workers that you might not get in 
other jobs,” she said.

“We understand each other, you have to have a 
sense of humour. I have some great friendships, 
and enjoyed great support.” 

A� er 47 years of nursing, Heather is looking 
forward to spending time with her ‘beautiful 
family’ including her husband, children and 
grandchildren.

Heather leaves her calling after 47 years

Considering running 
for local council?

WITH local council elections scheduled for 
October this year, I invite anyone considering 
running to chat with me if they have any que-
ries about what life on council is like.

As I have previously been on local council, I 
have experience of what is involved, so if any-
one is interested in learning a bit more about 
it, I’m here to help.

Being on local council is a great way to be 
involved in your community, work on local 
projects and develop a wide range of skills.

� ere are many people in our community 
who would be a real asset as a member of their 
local council but may be feeling a bit unsure 
about running or what is involved – I’m happy 
to speak with people about what it’s like.

Please contact me by email at tim.mc-
curdy@parliament.vic.gov.au, or phone my 
o�  ce on 5721 6155.

Tim McCurdy
Member for Ovens Valley

Winter appeal thanks
I am writing to express my appreciation to 

everyone who supported � e Smith Family’s 
2020 Winter Appeal.

At a time when Australians have been chal-
lenged like never before, we have been hum-
bled and inspired by tremendous generosity. 
Our charity supports the educational achieve-
ment of children in need as a practical path-
way out of poverty. � e donations we received 
for our Winter Appeal will mean our vital out-

of-school learning and mentoring programs 
can now be delivered to thousands more stu-
dents living in disadvantage.

� e public’s help could not have come at a 
be� er time. Even before the COVID-19 crisis, 
there was strong evidence that disadvantaged 
students were falling behind at school through 
not having the same learning opportunities as 
their more advantaged classmates. At age 15, 
the gap is equivalent to around three years of 
schooling.

In recent weeks, the Gra� an Institute has 
con� rmed that disadvantaged children who 
were already falling behind before the crisis, 
will have slipped further back. It’s hard to stay 
on top of your learning when you don’t have 
essential resources for home schooling such 
as a computer, internet access, textbooks and 
stationery. � ese children will need extra sup-
port to catch up.

With the donations received, � e Smith 
Family will provide additional educational 
support for over 16,000 children and young 
people during terms three and four. � ese in-
clude our home-based programs boosting the 
reading skills of children, mentoring support, 
and our a� er-school Learning Clubs, helping 
children to increase their literacy and numer-
acy skills.

� e Smith Family exists to change children’s 
lives through supporting their education. To 
do this, we rely on the generous support of 
thousands of Australians. To everyone who 
o� ered a hand up to support a child in need 
through our Appeal, please accept my grateful 
thanks.

Dr Lisa O’Brien
Chief Executive O�  cer
� e Smith Family

Letters to the Editor

Caring contribution ... Heather Rice’s caring 
presence at Moira Palliative Care will be greatly 
missed now that she has retired. 
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THE New South Wales border clo-
sures came as a surprise to us all, but 
given that he lives well  over the oth-
er side of it, the sudden announce-
ment was of a little more concern to 
Neil Fyfe than it was to most of us.

Neil, who along with wife his wife 
Ruth, had been in Numurkah for a 
couple of weeks looking after his dad 
Bob who had just been discharged 
from hospital, said they had no ink-
ling the borders were going to close.

“It was as much a surprise to us as it 
was to everyone else,” he said.

Neil and Ruth took it in stride 
though, and weren’t too concerned 
that they wouldn’t be allowed to 
make the trip back to their home in 
Medowie, north of Newcastle.

“They’ve still been letting Australi-
ans in from overseas, so we thought 
it would be the same principle real-
ly.”

Watching the news early on 
Wednesday, Neil saw the signs at the 
border saying ‘permit required’ and 
turned to Google to find out how to 
get permits.

“It led us to the Services NSW 
website, and the process was fairly 
straight forward,” he said.

“There were multiple choice op-
tions for your exemption category 
for crossing the border, and we chose 
‘NSW resident returning home’. 

“There was a warning saying that 
the process might be slow, but there 
were alternatives if you were desper-
ate. As it was, it didn’t take long, and 
we had the permits the same day.

“It might take longer if you’re in a 
different exemption category and 
the system gets overloaded.”

Neil and Ruth crossed the border 
at Howlong on Saturday, having de-
cided it would probably be less con-
gested than the crossing at Albury/
Wodonga.

“There weren’t any hold ups, and 
the border patrol were very nice and 
welcomed us back into the NSW,” he 
said.

 “We returned to the Hume about 
15km north of Albury, and drove 
all the way back home so as not to 
compromise our requirement to self 
isolate.”

Whilst Neil and Ruth managed to 
get permits without any issues, the 
Leader is aware of a number of local 
residents who, despite living within 
50km of the border and needing to 
cross into NSW to work, have been 
denied permits on the grounds that 
they live too far from the border.

Home to NSW via a permit

NEW research data has shown a large in-
crease in the number of Australians who are 
unemployed but not actively looking for 
work.

The report’s co-author, Professor Nick Bid-
dle from the Australian National University 
(ANU), said this fits with the idea of ‘discour-
aged workers’ – those who want to work but 
think there are not any suitable jobs available.

The data, which was gathered from 3,249 
respondents from across Australia, in research  
funded by the Australian Institute of Health 
and Welfare, shows that, although there are 
signs of improvement in labour market out-
comes between May and late June, hours 
worked are still below pre-COVID levels, and 
the number of Australians actively looking for 
work has declined.

The analysis builds on a first-of-its kind lon-
gitudinal study of people’s activities and well-
being before and after the COVID-19 crisis.

Participants were asked what type of paid and 
unpaid work they had done in the past week, in-
cluding employment, education, and caring.

The results show that, between February 
and May there was a significant drop in the 
number of people who reported having paid 
work: from 62% to just over 57%. 

A follow-up survey in late June/early July 
showed improvements in employment, and 

an increase in average hours worked across 
the sample, of a little over one hour per week.

Professor Biddle said, while these figures 
line up very closely with official labour mar-
ket statistics from the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, there were some new and surprising 
results.

“There was not a significant increase in the 
number of people who said they were unem-
ployed and actively looking for work,” he said.

“But there was a large increase in the num-
ber of people who said they were unemployed 
but not actively looking for work.”

The researchers say the pandemic has not 
affected all workers equally, with women im-
pacted in quite different ways to men.

“Females who stopped working were almost 
three times as likely to have taken on caring 
and housework roles, and were also more like-
ly to have stopped looking for work,” Profes-
sor Biddle said.

“Males, on the other hand, appear to be 
slightly more likely to have moved into edu-
cational or home schooling roles, and are far 
more likely to be still actively seeking work.”

Unsurprisingly, the research showed that 
some occupations have also been harder hit 
by the shutdown than others.

“In terms of percentage of people who 
kept their employment, the largest decline 

was among community and personal service 
workers, with only 72.9% still employed in 
May 2020,” co-author Professor Matthew 
Gray said.

Labourers and tradespeople were also high 
on the list of those negatively impacted. The 
smallest decline in hours was for sales and 
clerical and administration staff.

“Unfortunately the industries that have fared 
worse tend to be those that employ young 
Australians, those who were born overseas, 
and those who speak a language other than 
English,” Professor Biddle said.

The study also shows the uncertain work 
situation is having an impact on Australian’s 
wellbeing.

“These changes to the labour market have 
been more rapid and far reaching than almost 
any time in Australia’s history, so they’re also 
having an impact on people’s mental health 
and wellbeing,” Professor Biddle said.  

“We know those who’ve lost their jobs re-
ported a much lower level of life satisfaction.

“We found life satisfaction declined substan-
tially between January and April, and then 
recovered slightly between April and May, 
whereas satisfaction with the direction of the 
country increased substantially between Janu-
ary and April, and then increased again, albeit 
by a smaller amount, between April and May.”

Discouraged Aussies give up on work search

On the wrong side of the border ... Neil Fyfe was in Numurkah caring for his father Bob when the NSW 
border suddenly closed. 
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Progress Association. — The first meeting of this 
association was held last Thursday night, but owing to 
the busy week and a slight misunderstanding regarding 
the date of meeting, the attendance was smaller than was 
expected. It was decided to remind the Railway Com-
missioner of his promise to put new sheep trucking 
yards at the station A number of other matters were also 
brought forward but were left over to a fuller meeting.

New Postal Letter Bag.—A new and improved van 
letter bag is now in use in the guard’s van of the 12.35 
p.m. train to Tocumwal. and the 5 p.m. train to Mel-
bourne. It provides for a quicker delivery than formerly 
of correspondence to small wayside stations, where a 
direct exchange of mails is unwarranted.

The bag contains divisions into which correspond-
ence is sorted. Clearances are made at stations as here-
under:—Seymour, Nagambie, Wahring, Murchison 
East, Arcadia, Toolamba, Mooroopna, Congupna 
Road, Tallygaroopna, Wunghnu, Katunga, Strathmer-
ton, and Mywee. Also at Shepparton, Numurkah, and 
Tocumwal, where clearances of the large posting bag are 
effected. The bag is not cleared at Arcadia or Wahring on 
the up trip.

New Premises.—We understand that it is the in-
tention of the directors of the Commercial Bank to 
erect new banking chambers at Numurkah, the present 
building not being regarded as now suitable for the con-
duct of the business. Pending the erection of the new 
building, the local manager (Mr Tymms) has arranged 
for a lease of the building opposite, formerly occupied 
by Mr T. Adkin. The building will be altered to suit its 
new purpose, and the necessary safes, etc., will be sent 
specially from Melbourne for the safe-keeping of the 
bank’s records.

Welcome Home Concert.—The Numurkah Wel-
come Committee will finally relinquish their duties after 
to-morrow (Thursday) night, when a special concert 
will be given by well-known artists. At this function 
formal public welcomes will be extended to 14 soldiers 
who have returned from active service since the last 
concert was held, and each will be presented with the 
committee’s gold medal. As this will be the very last 
welcome given in Numurkah, it is the desire of the com-
mittee that the night be made a memorable one, and the 
public are urged to attend in large numbers, so that the 
returned soldiers may receive the public recognition that 
their magnificent services to the Empire and Australia so 
richly warrant. 

WUNGHNU V NUMURKAH
Much to the surprise of some of the Wunghnu sup-

porters, the skipper of the local team, after winning the 
toss, decided to kick towards the northern goal.

With the wind favoring them, the visitors took posses-
sion of the ball soon after the bounce, and lost no time 
in scoring a goal. Shortly afterwards they delighted their 
large following by raising the two flags once more. Still 
going strong, they added a minor point, which proved 
to be but a prelude to another sixer. Then Wunghnu ral-
lied, and Parkinson kicked their first goal—a real beauty. 
Numurkah added a behind to their score, and Wungh-
nu playing hard but loosely, came with a rush, but only 
succeeded in raising one flag. The quarter closed with 
the scores—Numurkah 3.2, Wunghnu 1.1. The second 
quarter was more evenly contested. There was much 
give and take play, but very little scoring. About half way 
through this quarter Parkinson was rendered helpless 
by a severe jolt from one of the opposing side, and was 
carried off the ground. Each side scored a goal and two 
behinds, and when the bell went at half-time the scores 
were—Numurkah 4.4, Wunghnu 2.3 Early in the sec-
ond half the visitors commenced to score, and added 
two goals two behinds to the local’s one behind. At three 
quarter time the scores registered—Numurkah 6.6, 
Wunghnu 2.4. Entering the last quarter, the blue and 
whites took control and never looked back. With real 
dash they scored two goals and three behinds to their 
opponents’ nil. The final bell went with the following 
results: Numurkah 8 goals 9 behinds, Wunghnu 2 goals 
4 behinds.

This week in 1920 ... 
To celebrate the State Library of Victoria’s 

digitising of the war years editions of the Numurkah 
Leader, each week we will include the news of the 
week, 100 years ago.

To view these editions online go to trove.nla.gov.
au/ndp/del/title/591.

Full name: Louis John Hamon
Age: 82
Marital status: Single
Schools a� ended: Numurkah Primary 

School, Numurkah Comprehensive School, 
Wesley College Melbourne, the Victorian Col-
lege of Pharmacy 

Summer or winter? Summer; I hate winter.
Beach or mountains? Beach 
Oscar the Grouch or Cookie Monster? 

Cookie Monster
Crunchie or Violet Crumble? Violet Crum-

ble
Elvis or � e Beatles? � e Beatles. 
AC/DC or INXS? Neither; I lean more to-

wards classical music. As far as Australian music, 
the composer Elena Kats-Chernin did an aria for 
the ballet Wild Swans which was wonderful. 

Favourite colour? Blue
Favourite song? Tonight from West Side Story
Favourite TV show?
� e news. I don’t watch much TV, but I watch 

the news, and the Berlin Philharmonic Or-
chestra does a digital concert hall series, which 
they’ve been doing since before the pandemic, 
and I enjoy that. Lots of arts organisations are 
streaming things at the moment, so there is a 
whole world of and art and culture to watch now, 
and I’ve been taking advantage of that. 

Favourite movie? 
Probably Harry Po� er. � e whole series was 

superbly made. 
Favourite book? 
� e last book I read was David Hallberg’s auto-

biography, Body of Work. He was a ballet dancer 
with the American Ballet Company and he was 
also the � rst American to be a principle with the 
Bolshoi Ballet in Moscow. He had a severe ankle 
injury and had surgery on it that made it worse 
and brought his career to a standstill. � e Aus-
tralian Ballet has a world renowned medical unit 
and he came here for two years and was treated by 
them, and now he’s back dancing, and next year 
he is going to be the new artistic director of the 
Australian Ballet. It’s a very good story. 

Do you make lists?
Yes, mainly shopping lists, but also to-do lists. 
Who do you admire?
At the moment, probably Sco�  Morrison be-

cause he’s really doing a top job. He instigated 
the National Cabinet with the premiers, which 
has been excellent. 

If you could have one superpower what 
would you choose?

I’d somehow instil in people respect for others.
If you could have one talent what would you 

choose?
To play the piano. I took lessons for two years 

when I was much younger, but I didn’t practise 
did I? Now I regret it. Ten or 15 years ago I got 
an electronic organ, but it kept on playing up so 
I gave up on it. 

What football team do you support?
Western Bulldogs. My father was an avid 

Footscray fan, as they were then. He was born 
in New Zealand and quali� ed there, but when 
he came over here he worked in Footscray so 
he followed them. � ey had a lousy start to this 
season, but they’ve picked up a bit the last few 
weeks. 

What type of kid were you?
Shy and quiet. I didn’t really enjoy school and I 

wasn’t a brilliant scholar. 
When you were a kid, what did you want to 

be when you grew up?
In primary school I used to wag school occa-

sionally and go the railway station. I wanted to be 
a train engine driver. � e size of the engines, and 
the noise of it and the belching smoke and steam 
really appealed to me.

I became a pharmacist like my father because 
it was kind of expected of me, and I didn’t really 
consider anything else. I didn’t have a burning 
desire to be anything else, so there weren’t any 
thwarted ambitions involved in me becoming a 
pharmacist; I was quite happy to follow in my 
father’s footsteps.

A� er I quali� ed I did 12 months locum work 

to save money, but I was always able to come 
back to Dad’s pharmacy if I didn’t have any 
work that week. A� er I’d saved enough mon-
ey, I took o�  to England for 12 months and 
I worked for a pharmacy chain called Hep-
pel’s in London for a while. I worked mostly 
in the St John’s Wood store, but also Leicester 
Square sometimes, and the Grosvenor Hotel. 

� e Grosvenor Hotel branch was down in the 
basement and we never saw the patients. � e 
hotel had doctors and they would send down 
prescriptions and you would look through the 
patient lists and there were sheikhs and � lm stars 
and what not.

I worked in east London sometimes and that 
was completely di� erent again from the other 
stores. People would come in and wait patiently 
to buy a bar of soap for their weekly bath in the 
communal bath houses. 

While I was in England I met up with three 
South Africans and we hired a car and toured Eu-
rope for three months. When we went to cross 
the English channel there was a storm, so our fer-
ry got delayed until that night, so we arrived in 
Calais in the dark. We didn’t have a clue what to 
do, so we drove out  and saw a haystack in a � eld 
and that was where we slept that night.

We had two tents and camped our way around 
and went right up to Norway. 

We had an interesting experience in Berlin. At 
that time Germany was still divided into east and 
west, and you could only get to Berlin on three 
roads and you had to keep going; you couldn’t 
stop. We went to the camping ground in Berlin, 
which had a huge wire fence and on the other 
side it was all cleared, and set well back were the 
guard houses with patrols going up and down.

Some Americans at the camping ground told 
us ‘whatever you do, don’t go anywhere near 
Checkpoint Charlie, because we’ve heard of peo-
ple going there and disappearing’.

We drove around and we thought we’d drive 
past Checkpoint Charlie, but we were directed 
to go through. So, all of a sudden, we were on 
the East German side. � e car was searched and 
they checked how much money we had, because 
there was a black market for the deutschmark, 
and then they waved us on, and we thought 
‘what do we do now?’

We drove around a li� le bit and it was dread-
ful place; there was no colour, and still a lot of 
bombed out areas, and areas that had been re-
built with these horrible Soviet concrete blocks.  
All of a sudden we came across a cleared out 
bomb site with 12 tanks lined up - manned, 
with their guns pointed to the west. Silly me, I 
thought I’d take a photo, which I did sneakily. 

We got so fed up and depressed with it all that 
we decided to get out. We got searched again on 
the way out to make sure we weren’t tra�  cking 
anyone. � en one of the guards in the guard 
house started pointing at us and saying ‘camera, 
camera’. And I thought ‘oh god, I’ve been caught, 
I’m gone’. He came over and he was pointing be-
cause the camera case strap had got caught in the 
door and was hanging out. So, that was fun and 
games. 

As an adult, you were involved with Scouts 
for 45 years - where you a scout yourself as a 
child?

I was a cub under Hilda Morrison, who was tre-
mendous, then I became a scout. When I went 
to boarding school at Wesley College, I joined 
scouts there but I found that, on school holidays, 
when I wanted to come home, they expected you 
to go on a camp, so I gave it up.

Later on when I was back in Numurkah, Hil-
da Morrison was going to go with her husband 
Geo�  to the Kimberleys, so her assistant asked 
me if I would come and help her, so I became an 
assistant cub leader.

� en I became a scout leader and then a sen-
ior scout leader. When I was with senior scouts, 
which was just an extension of scouts really, they 
decided to bring in a new program called ventur-
ers, which was an entirely di� erent concept.

� ey wanted to trial it in four metropolitan 
sites and one country site and for some reason 

Numurkah was chosen. � ey gave us the hand 
book and a bit of blah, blah, blah and said ‘go for 
it, � nd the mistakes, try and solve them and see 
how it goes’. So, for 18 months, we did the coun-
try trial here. One of the metro sites found it too 
hard and gave up, but we had a ball. 

A few years later the chief commissioner said 
they shouldn’t have given it to us because we 
made it too easy. We were supposed to get into 
trouble, � nd mistakes and get out of them, but 
we just did it. 

A� er that I became a district venturer leader, 
assistant regional commissioner, and then, for 
the last 11 years, I was regional commissioner. 

It was a very big region which stretched from 
Corryong, along the Murray to Echuca, down 
through Bendigo and Castlemaine, down to 
Kilmore and Seymour and back up the ranges 
through Benalla, Wangara� a and up to Corry-
ong. 

I was mainly responsible for looking a� er the 
adult leaders and that wasn’t much fun. I always 
enjoyed working with the youth members, but 
I took on the commissioner positions because I 
felt like I was ge� ing too grouchy and not doing 
the youth members justice, but working  with 
the adults was so much harder and much less 
satisfying. 

During the same period, you were also with 
the Numurkah Singers for 30 years, mostly as 
a director; how did that come about?

� e singers started in 1963, and in 1968 they 
were pu� ing on a production der � edermaus, 
which was very ambitious.

� e Anglican minister, Don Gibson, was the 
producer/director, but he needed an assistant, 
so Hilda Morrison came and asked me to do it 
because I’d made quite a few � lms for the scouts. 
So I became Don’s assistant - which was really 
his gopher. I found out later the company and 
cast were expecting me to continue the follow-
ing year as director. I was more interested in the 
technical side of things, but I enrolled myself in a 
summer school drama program at the University 
of New England in Armidale, so I would have the 
con� dence to face the cast.

So I became the director and we did Gilbert and 
Sullivan and light opereta. We did some wonder-
ful shows like � e Merry Widow and Orpheus in 
the Underworld, but when we started running out 
of those I decided we’d move on to American 
musicals, and we started with Fiddler on the Roof. 

We  had Jack � ornton and Joan Hanna in the 
leads and we had sold out houses for � ve nights. 
We had to borrow seats to put extra rows in along 
the back wall, because there weren’t enough 
seats in the town hall for all the tickets we sold. 

I’d done a li� le bit of theatre at school, but that 
was all, and the teacher always got annoyed with 
me because I giggled. I ended up directing that 
teacher, because she was a member of the sing-
ers.

� ey were a great bunch of people to work 
with, and together we were able to create and 
achieve things that I, or they, couldn’t do on our 
own, but together we could create those things 
and be proud of it.

� e arts are something you have supported 
in lots of di� erent ways locally, why do you 
think the arts are important?

I think it’s good for your life, your wellness, to 
be well-rounded. You can’t just be a sports fanat-
ic, or just be interested in one type of thing. Arts 
and culture provide an appreciation for a di� er-
ent world. 

� e Numurkah Singers’ awards are named 
a� er you - the Louis Awards. How did that 
feel?

A� er I got over the initial � ush of embarrass-
ment, I was rather thrilled, actually, that they’d 
even considered it.  Shepparton has the Georgy 
awards and the singers wanted a local one and 
I felt quite honoured that they chose to name 
them a� er me.

With things you’ve been involved with for 
so long, how do you make the decision to step 
away?

With the singers, I was having a bit of bad 

A cuppa with Louis
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health at the time, so I decided that 
production would be my last. It’s very 
demanding, and unfortunately you 
take it to work with you, and the poor 
old sta�  would say ‘oh, not the singers 
again’. 

I loved it and I met some wonder-
ful people, and worked with some 
wonderful people who are still great 
friends, but there comes a time when 
you should hand over the reins to 
somebody younger with newer and 
fresher ideas. I don’t always agree with 
them, but that’s beside the point.

Do you have a favourite musical?
I’d have to go back to West Side Sto-

ry. � e Bernstein music from it is just 
fabulous. 

We never did it here; I would have 
loved to, but it’s got a lot of dancing. 
I thought we could do the waltzes, but 
not that type of dancing. 

You’ve been with Rotary for over 
30 years, and chair of the art & cra�  
exhibition, which is the club’s ma-
jor fundraiser, for 25 years - how 
much work goes into that?

We get great support from well-
known artists, because we’ve devel-
oped a reputation so they’re willing to 
support it because they want to exhib-
it their work and o� er it for sale.

It started as a one-o�  because 
Charles � ompson, who was a Ro-
tarian, needed dialysis in Melbourne 
a couple of times a week, so the Ro-
tary club members made a roster to 
drive him there and back. Organising 
the art and cra�  show was his way 
of thanking the club, and it was sup-
posed to be a one o� . It went well, so 
they decided to keep it going; this was 
before I was in Rotary. 

It’s always been a team e� ort; you 
have your art entries secretary, your 
cra�  entry secretary, people who do 
the hard yakka with pu� ing up the 
displays. It’s a big team and everybody 
takes pride in it. Come the exhibition, 
the club members support it by being 
on the door, or other things that need 
to be done. � e towns people look 
forward to it as a yearly event and sup-
port it too. 

It’s a lot of hard work and I do o� en 
wonder if it’s worth it, but it’s been a 
good thing for the club and the art-
ists. Before the pieces all arrive on 
the Wednesday, you don’t know what 
size they are and how much room you 
need. Whenever I hang things, Alan 
Canobie, who’s a master at it, will say 
‘no, you don’t put that there, put this 
there’, and rearranges everything. But 

he’s very good at it; he looks at colours 
and sizes and knows what will work 
together, and he does it well. 

� e art show started is a fund raiser, 
but that’s not how we approach it. We 
want to raise money for Rotary from 
it, but the ultimate aim is to put on an 
art and cra�  exhibition, and raising 
the funds is secondary.

� rough Rotary, and other things, 
you’re involved with promoting 
Numurkah as a nice place to live 
and visit; what is di�  cult about 
that?

We need to sell ourselves a bit more. 
Love our Lifestyle is evolving and get-
ting into the swing of things which 
is good. It’s hard now because, with 
young families, both parents are o� en 
working and don’t have a lot of time, 
but you need people to put into the 
community as well as taking.

Unfortunately people automati-
cally step back when they hear the 
word commi� ee. Nobody ever wants 
to be on a commi� ee, but you can 
support organisations without being 
on a commi� ee; you just need to do 
what you can to help. � e main thing 
with being involved is that it has to be 
something you’re a� racted to - oth-
erwise, why bother? You have to feel 

like you’re achieving something and 
it has to be enjoyable. � ere is always 
fellowship in those things, in working 
together to achieve something, and 
that makes it enjoyable.

You were a business person for a 
long time; did you enjoy that?

I became a partner in 1960, and I 
le�  in 2005, and I enjoyed it because I 
had people contact. You could advise 
and help people, and they seemed to 
appreciate that. It’s not until you re-
tire that you realise the stress you’re 
under. When you’re working you just 
take it, because you have to.

You were on the board of Numur-
kah hospital for a long time, and 
were made a life governor; were 
you approached or did you volun-
teer for that?

I was approached by one of the doc-
tors for the hospital board; in those 
days it wasn’t seen as a con� ict of in-
terest to be a local pharmacist on the 
hospital board. It was very interesting 
to see how it all worked, and how de-
cisions were made at the hospital. 

You’re a modest bloke who doesn’t 
like talking about his awards, but 
you have been recognised with an 
OAM, a Victorian Senior Achiever 
Award, a Centenary Medal and Nu-

murkah Citizen of the Year,  among 
others, and you have an award 
named a� er you. Which of those is 
the most signi� cant to you?

Probably the OAM I suppose. � at 
came as a complete surprise; it takes 
about two years and it’s all done in 
secret and then you get a le� er asking 
if you’re willing to accept it. When I 
got the le� er I nearly fell over, and I 
wrote back straight away and said yes, 
just in case they changed their minds. 
My father was an OAM as well, so that 
made it a li� le bit more special. 

I think the real reward of being in-
volved in the community is working 
with, and achieving things with, oth-
er people. � at’s my reward, so when 
you get awarded for it in some other 
way it’s just the icing in the cake, I sup-
pose. But it is a big thrill that someone 
bothered to think of you, and that you 
were worthy of it, and went to the 
work of nominating you. 

What one issue do you feel hu-
mankind needs to resolve to ensure 
a positive future?

Going back to what I said before, re-
spect for one another; respecting oth-
er people’s viewpoints and beliefs and 
supporting them. 
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WITH the Department of 
Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) reminding Victori-
ans that it remains critical for 
people to get tested for COV-
ID-19, Moira Shire mayor Li-
bro Mustica has taken the initi-
ative to get tested himself.

Cr Mustica lined up with other 
Moira residents last Friday for his 
test, later saying it wasn’t that bad. 

 “It only took a couple of 
minutes and the nurses were 
reassuring and extremely pro-
fessional,” he said.

Cr Mustica said the four hos-
pitals in Moira Shire are work-
ing to enable the quick identi� -

cation of any future cases in our 
region.

“Testing will be available to 
people who are showing symp-
toms, however mild, of COV-
ID-19 including fever, chills 
or sweats, cough, sore throat, 
shortness of breath or runny 
nose,” he said.

“� e test is free, takes around 
� ve minutes and involves a 
swab from the back of your 
throat and nose.

When you present for the 
test, you need to have at least 
one form of identi� cation, such 
as your Medicare card, and you 
should return home immedi-

ately a� er the test and remain 
in self-isolation until you re-
ceive your test result.

“I would like to thank the 
nurses, doctors, cleaners and 
medical sta�  for their dedica-
tion, you are all doing an amaz-
ing job and we are proud of you 
all,” Cr Mustica said. 

Tests can be accessed by 
drive-through in the Numur-
kah hospital car park from 
1.30pm to 3.30pm Monday to 
Friday, and at Nathalia (phone 
5866  9444), Cobram (phone 
5871 0777) and Yarrawonga 
(phone 743 8132) hospitals by 
appointment. 

Mayor says test 
‘not that bad’
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Not that bad ... Mayor Libro Mustica accessed COVID-19 testing in Cobram last Friday. 

WHILST face masks have become a common 
sight on news footage from overseas through-
out the current pandemic, so much so that the 
wearing of them has become a political issue in 
some countries, the o�  cial advice in Australia 
has been that they are not necessary for people 
not working in emergency services. 

However, with the ongoing crisis situation in 
the Victorian metropolitan area, and research 
suggesting that masks could be a� ective in pre-
venting the spread of the virus by up to 60%, 
residents in locked down areas have now been 
o�  cially advised to wear face masks when they 
are out of the house.

Whilst the direction is still not mandatory 
even in those areas,  many Victorians are now 
turning to face coverings as a way to protect 
themselves from the spread of COVID-19.

Whilst both disposable and reusable face 
masks are fairly readily available at pharmacies 
and other retailers throughout the Numurkah 
district, for those with the skill and inclination 
to make their own, the Department of Health 
and Human Services (DHHS) has released a 
guide to the production of  masks that will pro-
vide an adequate level of protection. 

To further facilitate local access to reusable 
masks, the Numurkah Boomerang Bags and 
Cra�  Circle group, which will resume meeting 
at the Numurkah Community Learning centre 
next Wednesday, will now be producing masks 
in addition to reusable bags. � e group will 
be meeting on the third Wednesday of each 
month from 10am to 2pm. Anyone wanting to 
join in, or get some guidance on making their 
own masks, is welcome to a� end. 

Face masks made easy 
- if you want them

Easy guide ... DHHS has released this easy guide to making your own face masks. 
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SITUATIONS VACANT

TEACHING POSITIONS
Full Time/Part Time | Commencing 2021 |Student Popula� on 630

St Mary of the Angels Secondary College is 
currently seeking suitably qualifi ed individual/s 
with the ability to teach in the following areas:

• Religious Educa� on 7-12
• English 7-12
• Maths 7-12

• Senior Science 10-12
• Humani� es 7-12

• VCAL/Applied Learning
• PE/Outdoor Educa� on 7-12

• HHD 11-12

St Mary of the Angels community promotes the safety, 
wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

St Mary of the Angels Nathalia is a Catholic Co-
educa� onal Secondary College that is commi� ed 
to exploring and embracing the Franciscan values of 
inclusivity, social jus� ce and right rela� onship with 
crea� on. 
We are a College that off ers a variety of educa� onal 
pathways inclusive of a comprehensive senior school 
program and diff eren� ated approach to our pedagogy. 
Our learning culture focuses on collabora� ve prac� ce, 
professional learning teams and the use of data to 
enhance the learning opportuni� es for our students. St 
Mary of the Angels Secondary College is also a member 
of the Nathalia Learning Community.

Applica� ons should include:
• A cover le� er
• Response to the Key Selec� on Criteria
• Curriculum Vitae, including three professional   
 referees.

Key Selection Criteria and Role Description can be obtained from :
www.smotanathalia.catholic.edu.au/about/employment  

Applications to be emailed to: 
principal@smotanathalia.catholic.edu.au 
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2021

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

 Peter Cox & Sons 
Funeral Directors P/L

Cnr Meiklejohn and Quinn Sts., Numurkah
CARING, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, 

TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Phone 5862 3047
24 hours – 7 days a week

 TUTTLES
— FUNERAL SERVICES —

Phone 1300 858 333
Caring 24 hour service

Inc. Binger & Tuttle, Limbrick & Tuttle, 
Numurkah Funeral Services

FUNE� LS
Professional service 

and chapel
at a� ordable prices

 5862 2332
IVAN NEWBY             

PETER K� KE

RECEPTIONIST/
LEGAL SECRETARY

Cassidys Morrison & Teare’s Numurkah 
offi ce is looking for a full-time receptionist/
legal secretary.The offi ce hours are 8.30am 
- 5pm Monday to Friday.

Duties include accounting entries, assisting 
senior staff preparing documents, invoicing, 
appointments and diarising, electronic fi ling, 
creating fi les, and database entries.

Training will be provided for the legal 
software and systems, however we require 
applicants who:
• Can communicate effectively with a 

diverse range of people;
• Have advanced skills in Microsoft Word, 

and fast, accurate typing and formatting;
• Have completed year 12 maths and 

English;
• Have high attention to detail and accuracy 

with system entries; and
• Be able to prioritise and manage deadlines.

Experience in MYOB will be highly regarded 
but is not essential.

Applications must be submitted with your 
CV to gerard@cmat.com.au or to PO Box 
129 Numurkah VIC 3636 by Thursday 23 
July 2020.

NCN Health has the following 
vacancies:

Graduate Registered 
Nurse Program
Across NCN Health

0.8 to 1.0 EFT – Fixed Term January 
2021 to January 2022

Nurse Unit Manager
Cobram Campus

1.0 EFT – Full Time Permanent

Manager – Murray to 
the Mountains

(M2M) Victorian 
Rural Generalist 
Program Year 1
Across NCN Health

1.0 EFT – Full Time Fixed Term until 31 
December 2021

Administration 
Assistant Traineeship

 Across NCN Health
1.0 EFT – Full Time Temporary

Administration 
Assistant

Numurkah Campus
0.6 EFT – Part Time Fixed Term until 

19 January 2022

Food and/or 
Domestic Services 

Assistant
Cobram Campus

Casual

Graduate Year 
Enrolled Nurse

Across NCN Health
0.8 EFT (3 x positions available) – 

Fixed Term until August 2021

Clinical Support 
Nurse

Cobram Campus
0.4 EFT – Fixed Term 13th July 2020 to 

29th December 2020

Clinical Support 
Nurse

Nathalia Campus
0.2 EFT – Fixed Term 20th July 2020 

to 29th December 2020

Palliative Care Nurse  
Numurkah Campus

0.6 EFT – Permanent Part Time
Visit our website for further 

information including position 
descriptions, contact details, 

closing dates and the application 
process.

www.ncnhealth.org.au

Tender
School Cleaning 

Contractor
Tenders are invited from cleaning contractors to 
clean Numurkah Secondary College. 
Cleaning contractors are required to attend a 
site inspection to be conducted at 3:30pm on 
Monday 20th July 2020. 
Register attendance and obtain contract 
documents by emailing:  
Kirsten.Crick@education.vic.gov.au
Submit tenders in a sealed envelope to:  
The Principal, Numurkah Secondary College, 
104 Tocumwal Road, Numurkah 3636       
Re:  Tender for supply of cleaning services.  
All successful applicants must have Department 
of Education and Training Approved Cleaning 
Panel status prior to commencing their contract 
at any Victorian government school. 
Tender closing time and date:  
Friday 24thJuly at 4:00pm

Numurkah
 Secondary College 

TENDERS

THANKS
JONES — David 
(Ernest).
Heather, Wendy and 
Roger and families 
wish to thank their 
friends who have 
expressed their love 
and support on the 
sudden passing of 
Ernest, through their 
phone calls, cards, 
messages, fl owers, 
food and prayers. 
These have been a 
great comfort as we 
adjust to life without 
him. We are assured 
he is in God’s care, 
and we appreciate 
your care. 

ENGAGEMENTS

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
Nellie and Bill
So happy you are 
fi na11y engaged, a 
true love story. July 
4 2020

Lots of love

Joyce Tyndall 
(Botterill) and 
families.

DEATHS

T R E B I L C O —
Trevor.
Goodbye Old Mate.
Thank you for the 
laughs, the memories, 
the good times and 
for being part of our 
family.
We will miss you.
TTFN

Frank, Tanya Tom 
and Emma

_________________

WILSON — Peter.
The Waaia Football 
Netball Club 
wishes to extend its 
condolences to the 
Wilson Family on 
the passing of Peter, 
a loyal supporter of 
the club. 
Our thoughts are with 
you all at this time.
_________________

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

2020
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Moira Shire Community 

Organisation of the year 2020

88 Melville Street  
Ph 5862 1034

printads@
leader.net.au

Please let us know 
before next year’s 
edition so that we 
can ensure that all 
the information is 

correct

Have your 
Local Phone 
Book details 

changed?

 

C012/20

Provision of a Recruitment 
and Onboarding System
Tender closing 4pm Wednesday  
5 August 2020
Specification documents can be obtained by 
visiting www.moira.vic.gov.au/our-council/tenders

All submissions are to be lodged electronically. 
Late, hard copy, e-mailed or facsimile 
submissions will not be accepted.  Lowest or any 
tender not necessarily accepted.

Mark Henderson
Chief Executive Officer
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BRIAN Henderson is the type of person every 
country sporting club needs. For 63 of his 74 
years, Brian has been a � xture at the Strathmer-
ton Football Club, both as a player and admin-
istrator.

“I started playing in 1957, when I was 11,” he 
said.

“I was mad keen on footy as a kid, and in 
1956, before I ever started playing, Strathy won 
a premiership, and I thought ‘I’ve just got to do 
that’. “

In 1957 Strathmerton was in the Murray league 
which didn’t have a fourths competition, so he 
went straight into the thirds. Even then, there 
was no formal competition within the league at 
that level.

“Not every club had a thirds team, so we just 
played an informal competition, against clubs 
that had teams. By 1960, every club had a third 
18 side, so they started an o�  cial competition.

“We had a pre� y good side by that time, and 
we played in the very � rst thirds grand � nal. Un-
fortunately, we went down to Cobram. It was a 
wet day and they had bigger, stronger kids than 
us and they were too good.”

Playing at centre half forward for much of his 
career, and centre half back for the � nal decade 
of it, Brian set a league record for senior games 
played.

His record of 330 senior games stood for 10 
years, and has only been be� ered by one other 
player to date. � at record didn’t even take into 
account his 65 thirds games, and 45 reserves 
games. 

Despite that long-standing record, Brian 
doesn’t overestimate his value as a player.

“I wouldn’t call myself a superstar,” he said.
“I suppose I would describe myself as a handy 

player at a local level; but I suppose clubs need 
handy players.”

One team Brian proved himself particularly 
handy against was Deniliquin, where he man-
aged to keep their best goal-kicker in check.

“� e best player I ever played on in the Murray 
league was Trevor Su� on, who played for Deni. 
He was a freak,” Brian said.

“He kicked a couple of hundred goals, which 
was an amazing e� ort. � e best he kicked against 
me, was four goals; that was pre� y good, because 
against some players he kicked 10 or 15. 

“I think I was lucky that I played against him 
when he was at centre half forward, so he was a 
bit further away from the goals.”

Notwithstanding his modest assessment of 
his contribution on the � eld, Brian’s proudest 
achievement is one that demonstrates what a 
handy player he really was to have at the club.

“I suppose my proudest achievement is win-
ning � ve best and fairest for Strathy, and com-
ing runner-up four times. I reckon that’s a fair 
achievement, and I’m pre� y happy with that.”

“I also represented the Murray league on 14 
di� erent occasions and I really enjoyed those 
games, because you had a whole team of good 
players. A lot of people didn’t like playing on the 
representative sides, but I loved it.”

However, despite playing a record number of 
senior games, and winning best and fairest � ve 
times, Brian never achieved an ambition he’d 
harboured before he ever even donned a Strath-
merton jumper.

“I always wanted to play in a senior grand � nal 

for Strathy,” he said. “Right from the beginning, 
that was my ambition, but it never came true.

“In 1964 I played 19 out of the 21 senior games 
that the club played in, but unfortunately the 
grand � nal was one of the two I missed out on. 
� e selectors decided they had 20 be� er players 
than me. I couldn’t say much because they beat 
Numurkah by 10 goals, so they didn’t need me.

“I was disappointed, but I was only 19 and I 
thought I had plenty more time and would get 
plenty more chances, so I wasn’t too upset.”

Strathy did play another grand � nal during Bri-
an’s years as a player, in 1975, but, once again, 
Brian wasn’t part of the team.

“Unfortunately, the tribunal said I’d played 
enough football for that year and I’d best have 
two weeks o� , which was the second semi and 
the grand � nal. We played Deni that year and 
they beat us by about 10 goals.

“A� er that I never had another chance.”
A� er his record-se� ing run, Brian played his 

last game in 1983, aged 38.
“My body was telling me it was time,” he said.
“I’d been lucky, I suppose, because I never had 

any serious injuries so I was able to keep going 
that long.”

Although he wouldn’t be taking to the � eld any 
more, Brian’s involvement with the club was far 
from over. 

Brian had already been part of the commi� ee 
for a decade, and continued that involvement. 

“I joined the commi� ee when I was 28. Mum 
and dad were involved when I was a kid, it was 
the local club and I just followed suit,” he said.

“I thought, at 28, that I’d probably nearly � n-
ished playing, and I may as well help the club on 

the commi� ee, but I kept playing for another 10 
years.

“I didn’t expect to be on the commi� ee this 
long, but I’ve enjoyed the involvement.”

When Brian says ‘this long’, what he means is 
47 years. Yes, you read that right: 47 years.

Having been vice president for his last � ve 
years as a player, Brian took on the role of presi-
dent following his retirement from playing.

“Somebody’s got to put their hand up to be 
president; a lot of people won’t, so I thought 
‘oh well, I’ll do it for two or three years. Twenty 
years later, I � nally stepped down.”

Brian said there are many challenges to run-
ning a small-town football club, and they can’t be 
met without the backing of the commi� ee and 
the community. 

“You’ve got to have a good working commi� ee 
behind you to get all the jobs done,” he said. 

“Even just on a Saturday at a home game there’s 
lots of jobs to be done, and everybody has to do 
their li� le bit to help out. 

“� e community support has been good; we 
have a lot of good members and supporters and 
that’s very important. Support from the parents 
of the junior players is really important as well, 
because you need them to come to the footy and 
help out. 

“� ere weren’t any jobs I wasn’t willing to do, 
but giving a player the sack was never a pleas-
ant experience. Whether he’d done something 
wrong, or he wasn’t playing well enough that 
you had to tell him to move on, that was never 
fun. But that was one of those jobs that fell to the 
president.

“I dare say I’ve had moments when I’ve thought 

Handy man around the club

Handy man to have 
around the club ... Brian 
Henderson is a true stalwart 
of Strathmerton Football 
Netball Club, having been 
with the club for 63 years.  
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‘God, what are we going to do 
now?’, but we’ve always done 
the best we could with what we 
had, and we’ve managed.”

Brian said, besides a support-
ive commi� ee and community, 
one of the key factors for being 
a good president is the desire 
to do it, and to be successful.

“You’ve got to want to do 
it, and you have to want to 
achieve success. If you don’t 
have that ambition, you won’t 
get anywhere.”

In 1997, when Brian had 
been president for 14 years, af-
ter a long premiership drought, 
the club � nally did get some-
where.

“Winning the ‘97 premier-
ship was a highlight, because it 
was satisfying to win one a� er 
so long,” he said.

“It was a great relief, and the 
whole club felt really good 
about it.”

Since then, Strathmerton has 
won the premiership in 2010, 
2015 and 2019.

Brian said the long dry-spell 
brought a range of challenges 
for the club.

“If you haven’t won a 
premiership for a while it’s 
harder to a� ract good players, 
because the players that move 
around want to go to the suc-
cessful clubs,” he said.

“If you haven’t had a good 
year, you just try and recruit 
some decent players so you can 
do be� er the next year, and you 
might have some good juniors 
in the club who can come up, 
and all of a sudden you haven’t 
got such a bad side.

“Juniors from within your 
own club can make a big dif-
ference. 

“It goes round and round 
though, and you just need to 
ride the ups and downs. Every 
club has its time, and no club 

can stay on top forever. You 
might have success, but then 
two or three of your be� er 
players retire and you’re strug-
gling. � e wheel just keeps 
turning.”

Brian said, no ma� er which 
way you look at it, money con-
stitutes the biggest challenge 
for small clubs.

“It’s hard to make money to 
keep your club viable. � at’s 
the biggest challenge by far,” 
he said.

“Money paid to players is the 
biggest change I’ve seen in my 
time, and the biggest problem. 

“Years ago, clubs used to just 
pay their coach, but slowly but 
surely it went to paying an as-
sistant coach, and then just a 
few players as well, and now 
money is killing country foot-
ball.

“� ere’s just too much mon-
ey ge� ing paid out and small 
clubs can’t a� ord to pay what 
they have to pay, and they’re 
� nding it really hard. It’s a pity.

“And half the people holding 
out their hands for a dollar are 
just average players, no be� er 
than half the players you have 
in your club as it is.

“Bigger towns have the pop-
ulation and the businesses that 
can sponsor them, but some 
clubs don’t even have a town-
ship they can call on for mon-
ey to help them a� ract good 
enough players to be compet-
itive.

“If the money keeps on going 
the way it is, some of the small-
er clubs might not survive; 
they’ll have to shut their doors. 
Hopefully that won’t happen, 
because it would be bad for 
their juniors and their commu-
nities, but unless it eases o�  a 
bit, I reckon there’ll be clubs 
that will go under. 

“At Strathy, we’re lucky that 

we have a great major sponsor, 
Strathy Drilling, that is real-
ly commi� ed to the club and 
helps us out a lot, and you need 
that, but not all smaller clubs 
have it. Some of them don’t 
even really have a township to 
call on for support.”

Brian is in no doubt of the 
importance of  footy clubs to 
their local communities. 

“Local sport keeps people 
connected and gives an oppor-
tunity to communicate with 
people,” he said.

Like all good club people, 
Brian said he gets a lot more 
out than he’s ever put in.

“I played because I loved it, 
and I’ve stayed involved with 
the club because I love it,” he 
said.

“I love the social side of 
footy; the camaraderie within 
the club. 

“Even now as an administra-
tor, I go anywhere and I run 
into people I’ve met through 
football. Over the years I’ve 
met that many people, which is 
the best part of it. 

“I get a lot of pleasure in 
seeing the local kids come 
through the fourths and devel-
op through each grade and go 
on to play senior footy.

“It gives me a lot of satisfac-
tion.”

Brian is also a vice president 
on the Picola league board, 
having been on the board al-
most since Strathy joined the 
Picola league. 

“� ey needed another board 
member, and they put all 
the club names in a hat and I 
got the job of drawing it. Of 
course, I picked Strathy and I 
said ‘don’t even worry about, 
I’ll do it. I know nobody else 
will want to, so I’ll do it’.

“You get your critics when 
you’re part of a board or com-

mi� ee, because you can nev-
er please everybody, but the 
league’s been fairly successful 
and worked well for clubs. 

“It’s satisfying to be part of 
keeping people involved in 
sport in the community. You’ve 
got to provide something, es-
pecially for the juniors; they 
need something to do locally.”

For all of the satisfaction 
it brings him, as part of the 
league board, Brian has also 
been part of having to make 
some di�  cult decisions, espe-
cially recently.

“I never thought I’d see  a 
time when we weren’t playing 
footy,” he said. 

“I thought footy would just 
be there every year, it would go 
on and on. I never would have 
dreamed this was possible, but 
we didn’t have much choice in 
the end.

“I think a lot of clubs were 
relieved when the league called 
the season o� . � ere was a lot 
of pressure on the commi� ees 
and it was going to be a lot of 
work for volunteers to keep 
everything clean. If someone 
had caught the virus and it 
spread, we’d have been in big 
trouble.” 

Although he was one of those 
who decided to call time on 
the 2020 season, Brian is miss-
ing it as much as anyone.

“I’ve been missing it at the 
moment, and I think a lot of 
people have, because you don’t 
see people much when the 
footy’s not on,” he said.

“� at’s the beauty of it for the 
community, everybody gets to 
know each other and anybody 
can be involved with the footy 
club.

“I suppose my time’s ge� ing 
shorter now, but while I think 
I can keep giving something to 
the club, I’ll keep going.”

by “Rufus T. Fire� y”
SAM Robertson once again 

had an emphatic win in last 
� ursday’s mid-week compe-
tition at Numurkah Golf Club.

Playing o�  a handicap of six, 
Sam accumulated 38 stable-
ford points, topping the scor-
ing in both A and B grades. 

Runner-up to Sam in A 
grade was the also in-form 
Sco�  Hutchins, who com-
piled a total of 34 points.

Winning B grade was regular 
recent place ge� er Alan Rog-
ers, whose score of 36 points 
should drop a point or two o�  
his bushranger handicap. Tim 
Arnel was runner-up to Alan 
with a total of 35 points on a 
countback.

Players who were given club 
balls for their scores were: 
Peter Malins and Alan Bald-
win 35, Adam Farrell, Tyson 
Woods and Ma�  Ebborn 33, 
Ron Smith, Bill Padge� , Mi-
chael Eckard, Graeme Ashton, 
Alan Dalton, Neil Hutchins, 
Liam Gledhill and Steve 
� ornton all 32.

Peter Stonehouse won the 
‘dud of the day’ tin of boiled 
lollies award for his measly to-
tal of 19 points.

Club pro Anthony Sanders 
has appealed to all players to 
start marking their score card 
from the � rst hole – not the 
10th as several players are still 
doing - even though we are all 
now teeing o�  from the � rst!

Sam slams the door shut

Winning addiction ... Sam Robertson has been making 
a habit of winning the Thursday golf competition in recent 
times.
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 by “The Shankster”
PLAYING off a handicap of 

just five shots, Tracey Clou-
ston completed a dominant 
performance in the Numur-
kah Golf Club’s Saturday nett 
championships on the week-
end, 

While possibly expected to 
win the club championships 
with a handicap about five 
shots lower than anyone else 
in the club, a nine shot victory 
in the handicap event is testa-
ment to a great run of form for 
a low marker.

Tracey went into Saturday’s 
Numurkah Leader/R. & K. 
Smith monthly medal round 
with a two shot lead over 
Margot McGrath, and, while 
Margot didn’t have one of her 
best days, she still finished in 
second place.

The four rounds of the 
nett championship were all 
Numurkah Leader/R. & K. 
Smith monthly medal rounds, 
and Tracey won three of them, 
greatly boosting her wardrobe 
courtesy of these generous 
sponsors.

Saturday’s scores were gen-
erally very ordinary, except 
for the first two placegetters, 
Tracey finishing with 71 nett, 
and Julie Daniel runner-up 
with 73.

Nola Dalton finished third 
with 76 nett, followed by Gay-
le Smith, 78, Di Davies 79 and 
Rosemary Rutledge 80.

Bev Hutchins made a long 
overdue return to form last 
Wednesday, winning division 
one with a less than impres-
sive 79 nett.

The course was only just 
starting to dry out before the 
weekend’s rain, but was still 

soft enough to affect the wom-
en’s scores.

Bev had to win a three-way 
countback to take the hon-
ours, relegating Robyn Hodg-
kin to the runner-up position, 
and Bev McIntosh to the top 
of the ball winners.

Margot McGrath backed up 
the previous Saturday’s win 
with the best score of the day, 
although not much better, 
winning division two with 78 
nett.

Runner-up was Di Davies 
with 81 nett.

Balls only went to 81 nett, 
which was much better than 
the previous Saturday’s scores.

As mentioned, Bev McIn-
tosh won the two balls, ahead 
of Julie Hannaford and Nola 
Dalton on 80, and Tracey 
Clouston took home the last 
of the balls with 81 nett.

Tracey still leads the club 
championship, increasing her 
lead out to 10 shots, from 
Nola Dalton, with just the fi-
nal round to be played, today.

Julie Hannaford and Robyn 
Hodgkin share the lead in the 
B grade championship, three 
shots ahead of Jeanette Ad-
ams, which should provide for 
a tight finish.

Perennial championship 
winner Marie Ryan has a 
stranglehold on the C grade 
title, with an eight shot lead 
from Norma Cullum, while 
Di Davies sits a further shot 
behind.

Julie Hannaford and Karen 
Harper lead the nett cham-
pionship event, with just one 
shot separating them, but 
Karen won’t be playing today. 
Robyn Hodgkin sits just one 
shot further behind, but this 

one is wide open, with nine 
players within 10 shots of Jul-
ie.

Wednesday also saw the run-
ning of the Thelma McBride 
singles knockout qualifier, 
with eight players going on to 
the knockout rounds.

Top qualifier Margot 
McGrath will meet Di Davies, 
while Bev Hutchins will take 
on the in-form Tracey Clou-
ston.

Robyn Hodgkin meets Nola 
Dalton, and Bev McIntosh 
will play Julie Hannaford, 
these two having finished in 
the middle of the qualifiers. 

These matches are to be 
played by Friday, July 24.

The last semi final of the Sat-
urday fourball knockout was 
played on Friday, with Nola 
Dalton and Bev Hutchins ad-
vancing to the final with what 
started and finished as a com-
fortable five and three win 
over Felicity Booth and Rose-
mary Rutledge, but saw them 
lose three holes in a row in the 
middle of the round.

Nola and Bev will now meet 
Julie Daniel and Di Davies in 
the final.

As mentioned, today’s golf 
will be the final round of the 
club championship, Saturday 
is the Agnews Plumbing Plus 
second round of the stable-
ford trophy, and the club’s an-
nual anti cancer day.

The club’s new online book-
ing system will be in operation 
for the first time for Saturday’s 
round. Anyone having trouble 
logging in should contact the 
club.

Next Wednesday will be an-
other monthly medal round.

Tracey netts another title
Netting a new wardrobe … Tracey Clouston has been in superb form, winning the nett 
championship on the weekend.

THE top shooters at Numurkah Small 
Bore Rifle Club last week were Lauren 
Sneddon, Colin Saxton and Glenn Bray-
bon.

Lauren scored 157.1 in the 20 metre 
prone event, Colin shot 195.7 out of 200 
in 50 metre benchrest, while Glenn scored 
188.6 in 50 metre prone.

Thursday’s scores: 
20 metre prone: L. Sneddon 79.0 78.1 

157.1.
50 metre benchrest: C. Saxton 195.7, J. 

Matys 193.8, G. Miles 178.2.
50 metre prone: G. Braybon 92.2 96.4 

188.6, T. Braybon 93.1 95.4 188.5; L. Bray-
bon 97.2 91.1 188.3, G . Miles 93.2 95.1 
188.3; A. Gibbon 91.1 94.1 185.2, R. Hill 
91.0 94.1 185.1; B. Sneddon 93.3 91.2 
184.5, D. Cook 89.1 91.0 180.1; J. Smith 
75.1 87.1 162.2, K. Kallasmae 72.0 87.2 
159.2.

There will be shooting at Numurkah in 
compliance with the club’s COVID-19 pol-
icy on Thursday night.

Small bore

Ten titles and counting
by “Lawrence Puttman”    
ANDREW “Strazz” Storer cemented his posi-

tion as the best amateur golfer to ever come out 
of the Numurkah Golf Club when he captured 
his 10th club championship title last Saturday.

Going into the last round, Storer held a four 
shot lead from the in-form Dylan Grandell, with 
Dylan’s older sibling Mitch a further stroke be-
hind.

Unfortunately, Mitch and Dyl’s cousin Matty 
Sellars could not compete due to the COV-
ID-19 Melbourne lockdown, so it was effective-
ly a three horse race for the trophy.

With his young son Hudson at his side caddy-
ing, Storer never gave his young rivals a look in 
as he returned an outward half of level par 36 to 
be a massive eight shots clear with nine holes to 
play. Mitch and Dylan had shot 39 and 40 re-
spectively.

The back nine was basically a victory lap for 
Strazz, as he negotiated the tough  back nine 
in 38 to finish with a solid two over par of 74, 
which left him with a four round total of 292, 
four over the card and streets ahead of the other 
runners.

In a fine effort for such a low marker, he also 
captured the A grade 72 holes nett prize with 
294, from Andrew Nicholls, who also played 
quite well over the tournament with 301. 

Strazz has just about done it all as far as local 
golf goes, having won multiple championships 
around the Goulburn Valley, playing country 
week and captaining Numurkah’s division one 
team to three consecutive flags in recent years.  

There is nothing to suggest, at 40 years of age, 
the big hitting scratch marker isn’t capable of 
adding many more titles to his CV in the com-
ing years. 

Mitch Grandell added another 39 to his front 
nine score to have 78 and finish on 301, nine 
shots adrift of Storer.

Mitch never stops trying, but he found Strazz 
just too good and steady over the four rounds of 
competition.

Dyl Grandell had a day at the office he would 
rather forget, finishing with an horrendous 86 to 

finish well off the pace.
Dylan did gain some solace in the fact that 

he won the Captain’s Putter trophy, which was 
run in conjunction with the championships this 
year, due to the truncated season caused by the 
Corona virus lockdown.

His nett score of 217, for the best three rounds 
of four, was good enough to secure the prize 
from Storer on 219.

In the B grade race, third round leader Steve 
Piggott went into the last round with a five shot 
buffer and was always going to be hard to run 
down, and so it proved to be.

His last round 89 left him on a total of 344, 
compared to his nearest challenger’s 94, which 
left him a whopping 10 shots clear when the 
race was run.

No one puts in more time on the course than 
Steve and his win was well deserved, especially 
when the heavy course probably didn’t suit his 
style of game.

Rod Campbell hung onto second place on 
354, with Paul Collins taking the nett  trophy on 
299, just one clear of Piggott on 300.

In C grade, young Jordy Cleeland announced 
himself to the local golfing scene in style, cruis-
ing to a nine shot victory, courtesy of his last 
round 91, which left him with a 72 hole total of 
367.

Jordy is a top all round sportsman and, now 
that he has added golf to his repertoire, it would 
not surprise to see his handicap tumble over the 
next few months.

Runner- up was Ian Clark, who always give his 
all, on 376 and, but for a horrid nine on the 12th 
hole, would have finished a lot closer to Jordy.

Like Storer in A grade, Cleeland also won the 
72 holes nett with a score of 297, ahead of the 
ever steady Geoff Stone on 305.

Congratulations must go to the greens staff 
and Dad’s Army for keeping the course in great 
condition considering the recent wet weather, 
and pro Anthony Sanders and the rest of the 
staff at the club for their efforts in what are dif-
ficult times.

The master and his apprentice ... Andrew Storer with son and caddy Hudson, and wife 
Carol, after his 10th championship win on Saturday.

The master ... Andrew Storer putts out on the 18th green to secure his 10th club 
championship title at Numurkah.
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Geelong v Collingwood
Essendon v Bulldogs
GWS v Brisbane
Sydney v Gold Coast

Richmond v North Melb
Carlton v Port Adelaide
Hawthorn v Melbourne
Fremantle v West Coast
Adelaide v St Kilda
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West Coast
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Dominique Cosgriff

ROUND SEVEN

Last week 3
Beware: Place your tips or you’ll get Doms!
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 Meals 7 days a week •  TAB facilities and Sky
Drive thru bottleshop • Indoor kids playroom

5-13 Melville St., Numurkah Ph. 5862 1006
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Chris O’Dwyer

Last week 4 Total 30

NUMURKAH 
GOLF & 
BOWLS 

CLUB Inc.

Waterwheel Bistro 
Open 7 days & nights
BINGO! Tues 11am
Thurs 7.30pm • Sun 2.30pm
Spin & Win Ra�  es
Friday Nights from 7pm
Happy Hour
Friday Nights 6pm to 7pm

www.ngbc.com.au      For more info (03) 5862 3445
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Troy Knox

Last week 3 Total 26

ROGER AND DONNA SEITER

92-96 Melville Street, Numurkah
Phone. 03 5862 1622 • numfurn@hotmail.com
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Highest Quality, Best Service. Always.
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75 -85 Meiklejohn Street Numurkah
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1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Collingwood
Essendon
GWS
Sydney
Richmond

Port Adelaide
Hawthorn
West Coast
St Kilda

Liam Gledhill

Last week 5 Total 29
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Practice pays off ... Mark Hegarty 
played a superb round of golf on 
Saturday to win the day’s event.

The Yak is crowing
by “Lawrence Pu� man”    
HIS beloved Adelaide Crows may be on the bot-

tom of the AFL ladder,  but Mark “� e Yak” He-
garty was on top of the world on Saturday evening 
a� er winning the Pierre Klaessen sponsored Nu-
murkah Golf Club July monthly medal.

� e predicted rain did not eventuate, although 
the track was still heavy, but Mark glided around 
the course with the very good score of 81-11-70 to 
take the main prize and the A grade trophy.

� e big fella’s swing can be, at best, described as 
interesting, but he does put in a lot of  practice so 
his win was well deserved. 

Mark did have to survive a countback though, 
and Peter Malins was a bit unlucky to be relegated 
to the runner-up position overall. Peter did secure 
the B grade voucher with his 94-24-70.

Runner-up in A grade was Andrew Storer with 
a solid 74-0-74, while Jordy Cleeland took the B 
grade runner-up prize with the same score (74 
ne� , that is, not the 74 o�  the stick).

Onto the ball run down, and Peter Stonehouse 
collected a boat of jewels for his ne�  75, while Paul 
Arnel snared a brace for the same score.

Single ball recipients down the line were Andrew 
Nicholls, Geo�  Stone and Graham “Sparra” Mont-
gomery 75, Darryl Sheridan, Sco�  Hutchins and 
Sam Robertson on 76, with Jye Warren and Dave 
Ludington picking up the last of the balls on 77.

Bill Padge�  is no stranger to some shenanigans 
on the golf course and he yet again featured in a 
reasonably comical incident on Saturday.

Playing the short par four 14th hole Bill managed 
to plonk his second shot in the water hazard, some 
70 metres shy of the green.

Now Bill is not the � rst to have done this, as 
many a ball has found a watery grave in this body 
of water, however not many players have managed 
to dunk � ve in a row as William did, much to the 
mirth of his playing partners and a few other inter-
ested onlookers.

Billy � nally managed to hole out for an impres-

sive 16, which incidentally made up 14.15% of his 
scratch score of 113 for the a� ernoon. 

A semi � nal of the Jack Roche fourball was played 
on Sunday, with Dave Booth and Jordy  Cleeland 
taking on Kev Morland and Tyson woods. 

 Jordy kept his good weekend going when he and 
David outlasted Kev and Tyson two and one. � ey 
will now take on Peter Malins and Steve � ornton 
in the � nal ,a� er this pair received a walkover from 
David and Josh Hanvey who were locked down in 
Melbourne.

� is Saturday will see players breathe a sigh of 
relief as we are back to the system of scoring � rst 
used in 1932 and devised by Welshman Dr Frank 
Barney Gorton Stableford  when the second round 
of the Agnews Plumbing Plus stableford trophy  
will be played in conjunction with the Anti Cancer 
Council charity day.

� e club has now implemented an online book-
ing system for tee times so intending players should 
acquaint themselves with this new procedure.
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DESPITE local football netball 
leagues having announced that they 
would forge ahead with junior com-
petitions for 2020, the closure of the 
New South Wales border has now put 
an end to these plans for the Murray 
Football Netball League.

� e Murray league’s netball board 
announced last Wednesday night that 
it would not run a junior netball sea-
son for 2020, while the league met on 
Monday night and voted to also can-
cel the football competition.

� is was the only viable decision 
to ensure long term sustainability of 
our clubs and the league, according to 
the club’s netball administrator Karen 
Donkin.

“Following the recent border re-
strictions and lockdown measures 
announced earlier in the week, com-

mencing a competition at this time 
would become increasingly di�  cult 
and complicated,” Ms Donkin said.

Club delegates cited several reasons 
for not pursuing a competition. Clubs 
have had a decrease in interest from 
their junior players, along with the 
uncertainty of the number of games, 
how the competition would run, cost 
of insurance, and border restrictions, 
resulting in a decision to suspend the 
2020 season.

“In such uncertain times and the 
most recent restrictions, our clubs 
have made the only decision that 
could be made. 

“We have all made as many possible 
attempts as we could to host a jun-
ior competition, but unfortunate-
ly these most recent changes have 
made this just not possible,” Ms 

Donkin said.
“Our clubs will look to hold local 

competitions later in the year. At all 
times we have been in constant con-
sultation with our clubs and I thank 
all our clubs for their commitment to 
2020, their community and sport. 

“We now turn our minds to season 
2021 and look forward to what next 
year may bring.”

Murray FNL general manager Dale 
Norman said it was bi� erly disap-
pointing that the league had to cancel 
the season. 

“� e executive and clubs had held 
out hope that we might be able to 
form a competition. We looked at a 
range of options but, a� er further gov-
ernment restrictions were imposed 
on the NSW/Victorian border, it was 
agreed that it would not be viable to 

continue,” Mr Norman said.
“� e Murray FNL executive ac-

knowledges the club presidents for 
their trust and input. � e collabora-
tive approach and understanding have 
ensured the Murray FNL remains 
strong and united in this unprecedent-
ed time.

“� e Murray FNL’s number one pri-
ority has always been the safety and 
wellbeing of our communities. Our 
clubs rely on these communities for 
supporters, players, umpires, o�  cials 
and volunteers.”

Nathalia Football Netball Club pres-
ident Dean Limbrick had already an-
nounced last week that his club had 
made the decision not to participate 
in any proposed Murray league junior 
competitions, pre-empting the Mur-
ray league decision on junior football.  

“Our preference is to explore the 
possibility of a local junior competi-
tion to be held, if and when the COV-
ID risks are minimised,” Mr Limbrick 
said.

“We will focus our energies towards 
making this a viable alternative for the 
development of our youth. 

“� e health and safety of our com-
munity still remains our number 
one priority and, with the present 
COVID-19 pandemic worsening in 
Victoria, we believe it would be irre-
sponsible to push forward with any 
proposed competition at this point in 
time. 

“Junior football and netball remains 
a high priority for us as a commi� ee, 
and we are extremely disappointed 
that we have had to make this deci-
sion,” Mr Limbrick concluded.

Junior sport goes into lockdown
BRIAN Henderson is the type of person every country sporting club needs. For 63 of his 74 years, Brian has been a � xture 

at the Strathmerton Football Club, both as a player and administrator... story page 12
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