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NCN Health has revised its visitor 
restrictions for its hospital and res-
idential aged care services, in com-
pliance with the guidelines set out 
by the State Government and the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services.

Whilst the restrictions limiting 
patients and residents to receiving 
a maximum of two vistors per day 
remain, visiting hours have been ex-
tended.

Visiting hours at aged care facil-
ities in Numurkah are now 10am 
- midday, and 2pm to 4pm, whilst 
visits to the acute ward will now be 
allowed from 9.30am - 11.30am, 
and 12.30pm to 2.30pm.

In Nathalia, visiting hours are now 
from 8.30am - 10.30am, and 1pm - 
3pm.

� e two visitor restriction means 
that if two people visit a patient or 
resident during the morning, the 

same two people can come in the 
a� ernoon, but nobody else. 

 NCN Health CEO Jacque Phillips 
said the government recommenda-
tions are that residents and patients 
can have a maximum of two care 
and support visits per day, for two 
hours at a time. � is is an increase 
from one visit per day.

“NCN Health services in Nathalia, 
Cobram and Numurkah will be 
open to visitors for two hours at a 
time, twice a day. Residents will be 
allowed to have two visitors during 
either of these times, but are still 
only permi� ed to have a maximum 
of two people visit per day,” Ms Phil-
lips said.

“Given that residents and patients 
can only have a maximum of two 
visitors per day, family members 
spending time with their loved ones 
need to take precedence. If you want 
to see a friend or relative, it is a good 

idea to call their immediate family 
and check in � rst.”

Ms Phillips said visitors must en-
sure hand hygiene, remain in the 
resident’s or patient’s room and 
practice social distancing of 1.5 me-
tres at all times. All visitors will be 
screened upon entry and anyone 
wishing to visit residential aged care 
must now also provide proof of their 
2020 � u vaccination.

“As of May 1, it is now mandatory 
for all persons entering aged care fa-
cilities, including sta� , visitors and 
volunteers, to provide evidence of 
their � u vaccination. � is evidence 
can be a statement or record from 
a health practitioner, statutory dec-
laration or an immunisation history 
statement from Medicare online or 
the Express Plus Medicare mobile 
app.”

She said while NCN Health wel-
comes the increased visiting hours, 

the community needs to be mindful 
of the number of persons permi� ed 
each day.

Ms Phillips said the overarch-
ing principle in responding to the 
COVID-19 pandemic must be the 
protection, health, welfare and safe-
ty of residents, sta�  and the broader 
community. COVID-19 is a highly 
contagious illness, and is particu-
larly likely to cause severe disease in 
elderly and hospitalised individuals. 
� ere is no treatment and no vac-
cine for COVID-19.

“Visiting times vary at Nathalia, 
Cobram and Numurkah and are 
subject to change.”

If you have any questions or con-
cerns regarding the new visiting 
hours at NCN Health, or the regula-
tions around mandatory � u vaccines 
for entry into residential aged care 
please contact NCN Health CEO 
Jacque Phillips. 58620555

NCN Health increases visitor hours

Two Two 
surgeries surgeries 

after dog attackafter dog attack
A NUMUR� H woman has undergone two surgeries on her hand following a recent dog 

a� ack... Story page 3

Ongoing affects ... Tina 
Phipps, her daughter 
Shania (left) and 
greyhound Gunsy are all 
suffering as a result of the 
dog attack.
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Footy’s back, but is it as good?
AFL football made it’s long-awaited, and 

much-anticipated, return last weekend, but, just 
like everything in 2020, it didn’t look quite the 
same.

From players and umpires taking the knee at 
the start of matches, to empty - or nearly emp-
ty - grandstands, and applause tracks used in 
an a� empt to create atmosphere, it was a world 

away from the nation’s usual winter weekend tra-
ditions.

� e Leader took to Melville Street on Monday 
to � nd out who watched the footy, and what they 
thought about it.

Lilly Harrison
I watched it, and I’m really glad it’s back. � e 

crowd recording tracks made me laugh though. 
I appreciate that they were being inventive to try 
and make it feel more like a normal game, but 
they really need a ‘boo’ track because just having 
the crowd cheering and applauding didn’t sound 
authentic.

Heather Muir
Too right I watched it! It wasn’t quite the same 

without the crowds, but it was good that they 
provided some background noise. � ey need to 
come up with a crowd track that has a bit more 
feeling in it, but it was be� er than nothing.

Col Hyland
I didn’t watch on the weekend because I was 

carting ca� le. To be honest, I’m not sure I would 
have watched even if I could have. It just doesn’t 
feel like footy season and I’ve lost a bit of inter-
est. I de� nitely think if they’re going to play, they 
need crowds - it’s an essential part of the game.

Marty Muir
It was good to be able to watch the footy again, 

but there wasn’t a lot of atmosphere. � e crowd 
track was a bit strange, and it was weird that you 
couldn’t hear any abuse - but that is a good thing. 
� e backing track was alright I suppose, but they 
need something a bit more realistic. Mind you, 
I’m a Collingwood fan, so if there was a booing 
track, that’s probably all we’d hear.

Rennie McDermo� 
Yes, I de� nitely watched it, but it was a bit 

weird with no audience at the Victorian games. 
It was good that they tried to come up with ways 
to keep people engaged, and I loved how St Kilda 
put their scarves out on the fences.

Dan Hendy
I watched a li� le bit of it; I wouldn’t call myself 

an avid fan, but I’m glad it’s back. I didn’t mind 
how they did it without the crowds, but I think it 
would de� nitely bene� t the players and the gen-
eral atmosphere if they had them.

Licence testing resumes
LEARNER permit and licence testing, in-

cluding drive tests, progressively resumed in 
Victoria on Monday, based on advice from 
Victoria’s Chief Health O�  cer.

� e � rst priority under the staged resump-
tion will be to re-book tests for those whose 
appointments were postponed due to corona-
virus restrictions.

As part of the resumption, more than 200 
new sta�  will be hired to help work through 
the postponed appointments as quickly as 
possible, with testing to resume at all VicRoads 
testing locations.

Six new, temporary licence testing sites will 
also be established to increase testing capacity, 
which will commence operation in the coming 
months.

� e Chief Health O�  cer has outlined a 

range of measures to allow drive testing to 
commence safely for the workforce and public.

� is includes appropriate cleaning of vehi-
cles used in tests, proper comprehensive hy-
giene for applicants, instructors and testing 
o�  cers, and the use of disposable seat covers, 
particularly if the customer is using their own 
vehicle.

� e Chief Health O�  cer has said that no-
one should be participating in a driving test if 
they are unwell.

Customers with a postponed appointment 
will be contacted by VicRoads directly to re-
schedule their test in the order of cancellation. 
New appointments will be available once the 
backlog of postponed tests is cleared.

Tests have been suspended since March 25, 
with more than 100,000 licensing appoint-

ments, including 55,000 drive tests, post-
poned to protect sta�  and the community.

Since then, VicRoads has approved more 
than 2,700 licence tests for people who would 
have faced undue hardship from not having 
their learner permit or licence. � is option will 
continue to be available until the availability of 
new appointments returns to normal.

Everyone is reminded that, while VicRoads 
customer service centres remain open, they 
should not visit unless their ma� er is urgent, 
and are strongly encouraged to complete their 
transaction online. Heavy vehicle testing and 
motorcycle tests will continue as they have 
done throughout the last two months.

For more information, visit vicroads.vic.gov.
au/coronavirus.



 LOCAL brigades responded to � ve calls in the 
past week, but, once again, were not required to 
do much.

At 4.10pm last Tuesday, June 9, Strathmerton 
and Yarroweyah brigades were turned out to 
support Cobram at smoke issuing from a site at 
the corner of Acacia Street and Ovens Court, 
Cobram.  Strathmerton and Yarroweyah were 
not required.

 On � ursday, at 6.15pm, Numurkah, Katun-
ga and Shepparton brigades responded to a re-
ported shed � re at Tocumwal Road, Numurkah, 

between McGregor and Pine Streets. � e own-
er of the property had just lit an outdoor wood 
heater and a passerby saw the glow and thought 
the shed was on � re.  � e � re brigade was not re-
quired.

� en at 7.35pm on � ursday, Strathmerton 
and Yarroweyah brigades were called to assist 
Cobram at a smoke alarm operating at Sturt 
Street, Cobram, between Mitchell and Wills 
Streets. 

Strathmerton and Yarroweyah were stopped 
enroute.

 At 11.10pm on Saturday, Numurkah and 
Katunga brigades were turned out to an unde-
� ned � re at Henderson Court, Numurkah. � e 
� re brigade could not � nd any sign of a � re; the 
person who reported the � re had a photo of the 
glow but the glow had disappeared when the � re 
brigade arrived.

 Strathmerton and Yarroweyah Fire Brigades 
were turned out to support Cobram once again 
at 5.10pm on Monday, this time with a stove 
� re at William Street, Cobram, but were not re-
quired.

Five turnouts this week
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THE COVID-19 pandemic has neces-
sitated a great leap forward in how we use 
technology to access services - including 
healthcare. 

Since Medicare-funded telehealth 
items were added to the Medical Bene-
� ts Scheme in late March, more than 10 
million telehealth items had been billed 
in Australia up until mid-May, marking 
a sharp increase in adoption of digital 
health from healthcare professionals, the 
Australian public and health insurers, 
and changing the way Australians in-
teract with health professional appoint-
ments.

Whilst virtual healthcare is fast becom-
ing the new normal, for most of us it is in-
deed very new, and to make sure it works 
appropriately to meet your individual 
needs, a li� le pre-appointment planning 
is invaluable.

Top ten tips for making the most of 
your telehealth appointment:

1. Look for a telehealth provider who is 
accredited to deliver telehealth services.

2. Check what bene� ts are available to 
you either via Medicare or your private 
health insurance to ensure you are ac-
cessing all bene� ts possible. 

3. If you come from a non-english 
speaking background, seek out bilingual 
providers or check to see if translators are 
available.

4. Ask your healthcare professional 
about their data safety and privacy pol-
icies to put your mind at ease.  Ensure 
they are collecting information to im-
prove your care not collecting data for 
the sake of collecting data.

5. Check how to access your telehealth 
appointment prior to the day, and ask for 
a test run, to ensure you are comfortable 
with it and it runs smoothly.

6. Look for providers that can � t with 
your schedule and o� er � exible appoint-
ment times, for example o� er out of 
hours appointments.

On the day of your appointment
7. Be ready with any questions you may 

like to ask during the consultation and 
note them down.

8. Log in to your telehealth appoint-
ment a couple of minutes early so you 
are not rushed. If it’s a video call appoint-
ment, ensure there is good lighting and 
that you are easily seen within the cam-
era.

9. Request access for a carer or family 
member to sit in on the call too.

10. Enjoy the opportunity to a� end 
medical appointments without leaving 
the comfort of your home.

Mr Marthick continues, “we applaud 
the Government for making telehealth 
more accessible to all Australians and call 
for funding to continue beyond Septem-
ber for allied health services.  As aware-
ness continues and patients become 
more comfortable with telehealth, we 
may see a demand for more remote care 
and an increase in remote monitoring to 
support chronic disease care.  � is could 
result in an expansion into Telehealth 2.0 
using remote devices for ‘at home reha-
bilitation’ or for ‘hospital in the home’ 
models of care.

“Access to healthcare that delivers in-
dividualised programs that keep people 
out of hospital and engaged in an active 
life, whether they live in metro, regional 
or remote Australia are critical now and 
will continue to be during Australia’s ex-
tended social-distancing phase” said Mr 
Marthick.

Care Connected o� er services and pro-
grams that are designed to provide many 
bene� ts to Australians directly, insurers, 
healthcare organisations and health pro-
fessionals. For more information visit 
www.careconnected.com.au.

Making the 
most of 
telehealth

A NUMUR� H woman has un-
dergone two surgeries on her hand 
following a recent dog a� ack.

Tina Phipps told the Leader she 
was travelling on her mobility 
scooter at 1.20pm on Sunday June 
7, walking her greyhound Gunsy 
on a lead, when a dog, believed to 
be a golden labrador cross, a� acked 
Gunsy.

“We were on the footpath on Sax-
ton Street, next to the memorial 
park, and the dog was in the park 
with a couple of kids, the oldest of 
whom would have been around 10,” 
she said.

“� ey had it on a lead, but it got 
away from them and came straight 
at Gunsy and grabbed him by the 
neck. I tried to get it away from him 
and it tore into my hand. � en the 
kids came over and grabbed it’s lead 
and it just stopped.”

Tina, who was badly shaken and 
bleeding profusely from her injured 
hand, was unable to get hold of any 
family by phone so just road her 
mobility scooter home.

“I’d just bought a blanket from 
IGA for some ki� ens I rescued, so 
I wrapped it around my hand and 
went home,” she said.

Whilst Gunsy, fortunately, only 
su� ered a few shallow puncture 
wounds to his neck which did not 
require veterinary treatment, Tina’s 
injury was much more serious.

“When I got home and had a 
good look at my hand, I knew I was 
going to need to get it looked at, so I 
called an ambulance,” she said.

Paramedics took Tina to GV 
Health where, a� er a wait of sever-
al hours, she was seen by a doctor 
who determined the wound need-
ed surgery.

Unfortunately, GV Health would 
be unable to perform the surgery 
due to the lack of a plastic surgeon.

“� ey said I needed to go to St 
Vincent’s, but there were no beds 
available there, so I had to go to 

Bendigo instead, but I had to make 
my own way there. I ended up get-
ting there just before midnight, and 
didn’t get into a bed until 5.30am.”

Tina had the � rst of two surger-
ies at around 7pm on Monday, by 
which time she hadn’t eaten for 
around 36 hours.

“� ey were making me fast be-
fore the surgery, but it kept ge� ing 
pushed back, so by the time  I � nal-
ly went into theatre I was absolutely 
starving, as well as in a lot of pain,” 
she said.

� e following day, the neurosur-
geon who performed the � rst op-
eration determined that it needed 
to be looked at by a plastic surgeon 
and Tina underwent a second sur-
gery at 4pm on Tuesday.

Tina was released from hospital 
last Wednesday, once again need-
ing to � nd her own way home from 
Bendigo.

She remains in a lot of pain and is 
unable to use her arm, requiring her 
daughter Shania to stay home from 
school to care for her.

“It’s really unfair on Shania, be-
cause she’s in year eight and was 
supposed to start back at school last 
Tuesday, but I can’t do anything for 
myself, so she has to stay home,” 
Tina said. 

“It’s a lot for a young girl with au-
tism to take on, but and I don’t have 
any other family around here to 
help me, so she’s helping me shower 
and doing all the cooking.

“I have family in Shepparton and 
Mooroopna, so we’re looking at 
moving over there so I’ve got more 
people to help me.”

In addition to the physical e� ects, 
Tina is also struggling mentally and 
� nancially as a result of the a� ack.

“When I was in hospital in Ben-
digo I was having nightmares, and 
since I’ve go� en home I’ve had oth-
er PTSD symptoms,” she said.

“I badly burnt this arm not long 
ago and it had only just recovered 

from that, so this is a real setback, 
and has really upset me.

“Gunsy is still a� ected too. He’s 
crying in his sleep now and obvi-
ously having nightmares too.

“On top of all that my medication 
for the injury costs $28, and I’ve got 
the costs of travelling to and from 
appointments as well.

“I went to the occupational ther-
apist yesterday and she put my arm 
in a brace. She said it’s going to be 
a really long road to recover from 
this.”

Tina reported the incident to 

Numurkah police who have been 
investigating the ma� er but told the 
Leader any further action will need 
to be taken by council animal con-
trol o�  cers, as the incident was not 
a result of a criminal act.

Moira Shire Council Manager 
Building, Safety and Amenity Peter 
Phillips said that as far as council 
was aware, the incident is being in-
vestigated by Numurkah police.

“At this stage, council has no of-
� cial involvement as there has not 
been a complaint lodged with us 
regrading this a� ack,” he said.

Two surgeries after dog attack

Nasty injury ... Tina 
Phipps required two 
surgeries on her hand 
following the attack 
on her and her dog.

A PROJECT being developed at 
the Australian National Universi-
ty (ANU) hopes to create the � rst 
Australian satellite designed to pre-
dict where bush� res are likely to 
start and those that will be di�  cult 
to contain.

� e shoe box-sized satellite, which 
will be designed, developed and built 
at the ANU Mt Stromlo campus, will 
accurately measure forest fuel load 
and vegetation moisture levels across 
Australia with the goal of enhancing 
Australia-wide bush� re management 
and prevention.

� e technology will be specif-
ically tuned to detect changes in 
Australian plants and trees such as 

eucalypts, which are highly � am-
mable.

� e ANU Institute for Space (In-
Space) has awarded $1 million to 
the team to build an optical system 
that can detect these changes on 
the ground through infrared de-
tectors on-board the satellite. � e 
ANU team will partner with other 
researchers and the private sector 
to complete the project and launch 
the new satellite into low-earth or-
bit.  

Remote-sensing expert Dr Marta 
Yebra, an InSpace Mission Spe-
cialist from the Fenner School of 
Environment and Society and the 
Research School of Aerospace, 
Mechanical and Environmental En-

gineering at ANU,  is working with 
instrument scientist Dr Rob Sharp to 
plan the development of the satellite. 

Dr Yebra regularly consults with 
emergency agencies and response 
teams across Australia on the bush-
� re risks posed by fuel loads, and 
advised NSW Rural Fire Service 
during the recent unprecedented 
bush� re season.

“With this mission we will receive 
high-resolution infrared images and 
data of fuel conditions that will help 
� re� ghters on the ground,” she said. 

“� is infrared technology and data, 
which is not currently available, will 
help to target controlled burns that 
can reduce the frequency and sever-
ity of bush� res, as well as their long-

term impacts on Australia’s people, 
economy, and environment.”

� e new satellite will be the � rst 
in a constellation of Australian sat-
ellites that monitor the landscape 
and environment, Dr Yebra said.

“� e constellation will be de-
signed to have a positive impact on 
Australia’s property management, 
insurance, geological, agriculture 
and defence industries.

“We will gradually build up our 
capacity to monitor these bush� re 
risks in Australia. At � rst, we will 
focus on long-term monitoring. 
Within the next � ve years, we plan 
to be able to monitor changes to 
our landscape and environment in 
real time.” 

Satellite to detect bushfi re risk
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Latest
Information

For the most up-to-date information regarding COVID-19 please go to 
our website or www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

The COVID-19 Financial 
Hardship Policy is just 
one of many initiatives we 
are putting in place and 
will apply to all rateable 
properties in Moira Shire.

We are not charging user fees 

to sporting clubs that use 

municipal land and buildings 

whose seasons are affected.

We have also waived the rent for 

the June quarter on enterprises 

that operate from Council-owned 

or  managed land.

We understand these are tough 

times, please give us a call on 

5871 9222 if you would like to 

chat about your situation, we 

can work together to see what 

options are available.

Under guidance from the 

Department of Health 

and Human Services, we 

have now opened our 

playgrounds, barbecues, 

outdoor gym equipment and 

skate parks throughout the 

shire. These areas are used 

by a variety of people and it is 

simply not possible to clean 

the equipment after each 

use so it is vitally important 

we all exercise good hygiene 

practices before, during and 

after using this equipment. 

Please maintain your 
physical distancing and 
keep 1.5m apart and ensure 
your group sizes are less 
than 2200 people. 

To keep up to date with all 

the latest COVID-19 news go 

to our website.

ECONOMIC SUPPORT

PLAYGROUNDS 
UPDATE 

NRS
133 677

Email
info@moira.vic.gov.au

Facebook
facebook.com/moirashirecouncil

Phone
5871 9222

COUNCIL MEETING UPDATE

The Customer Service Centre in Cobram 
is now open. The opening hours are 
restricted to 10am – 3pm and be for 
payments and general inquiries only. 

We have strict guidelines in place to 

maintain the health and wellbeing of our 

team and our community.

• Please stay home if you are feeling

unwell

• Please maintain your physical

distancing by keeping 1.5m apart

• There is a maximum of 4 customers

allowed inside the Customer Service

area at one time

• Please use the hand sanitiser provided.

The Yarrawonga Customer Service Centre 

will remain closed until further notice.

There are still multiple ways to contact   

us – by phone, by email or by going to   

our website.

COUNCIL-OWNED FACILITIES

REFUGEE WEEK

June Ordinary Council Meeting
Our next council meeting will commence at 5pm Wednesday 

24 June at the Cobram Civic Centre.

Due to the Emergency Measures Act 2020 this meeting will be 

closed to the public, however it will be streamed live via our 

Facebook page and can be viewed on our website.

Questions from the public must be emailed to info@moira.vic.

gov.au and be clearly marked as questions for the June council 

meeting as opposed to a general inquiry. Submitted questions 

will be read at the designated section of the meeting and 

answered by the appropriate officer or councillor.

For more information please give our friendly Customer 

Service Team a call.

Government restrictions on the use of community facilities 

are easing and we know users are eager to start using these 

buildings again for activities including committee meetings, 

sport, centre-based programs and social gatherings. 

Under guidance from the Department of Health and Human 

Services, we have opened all Council-owned or managed 

buildings and developed a COVID-19 Safe Plan to support 

a safe approach to use for all groups, organisations and 

individuals. Call our Customer Service team for more details.

Refugee Week is a unique opportunity 

for us all to come together, experience 

and celebrate the diversity of our 

communities and the contribution of 

refugees to these communities. We are 

asking people to send us a favourite 

recipe and tell us why it is important to 

their family or culture. See our advert in 

this week’s paper for more information. 

COBRAM CUSTOMER 
SERVICE CENTRE   

NOW OPEN
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COME AND SEE US FOR ALL YOUR

PRINTING 
CALENDARS 
POSTERS UP TO A1
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
FLYERS 
BUSINESS CARDS
MENUS
VOUCHERS
BOOKS AND MAGAZINES
Small numbers of anything
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IT’S  UP  TO  YOU
Choose a small school to 
advance your child.

• Attention to detail, same programs, less 
students  and distractions

• More personal space in a peaceful, rural 
setting

• Bus transport from Numurkah & Nathalia
• Great ITC options

RING FOR AN INSPECTION
ENROL NOW FOR 2021

Wunghnu Primary   5862 1701
Katunga South Primary   5864 6212

Waaia-Yalca South Primary School   5864 1283

Funded from Parliamentary Budget. Authorised by: 
Suzanna Sheed, 5 Vaughan St, Shepparton VIC 3630.

www.suzannasheed.com.au

03 5831 6944 
        @SuzannaSheed
         @SheedSuzanna

Suzanna Sheed MP
INDEPENDENT MEMBER FOR SHEPPARTON DISTRICT

Funded from Parliamentary Budget. Authorised by: 
Suzanna Sheed, 5 Vaughan St, Shepparton VIC 3630.

www.suzannasheed.com.au

03 5831 6944 
        @SuzannaSheed
         @SheedSuzanna

Suzanna Sheed MP
INDEPENDENT MEMBER FOR SHEPPARTON DISTRICT

Out & About  
For the first time in many weeks I was 
able to resume my community catchups, 
visiting Nathalia and Numurkah.  
I enjoyed checking in with our local 
businesses and talking to members of the 
community about their experience during 
COVID-19 restrictions. Many businesses 
have been using this time to explore and 
develop new and inventive ways  
of operating. 

A lot of the discussion centred on what 
the new ‘normal’ will look like and the 
supports that local businesses and our 
communities will need going forward. 
There is a still some way to go, but I 
encourage business owners to ensure 
they explore all assistance options 
available to them from State, Federal and 
Local Governments and to get in touch 
with my office if they require any further 
information.

Parliament
With the recent return to Parliament in 
early June, I took the opportunity to raise 
the benefits for many of our students by 
the experience of remote and flexible 
learning. I spoke of my visit to Numurkah 
and Nathalia and my support of the 
Wage Theft Bill that establishes criminal 
penalties for those who underpay their 
employees.

Back in Parliament this week I will be 
able to pursue several matters important 
to my electorate including social housing 
and continuing my advocacy for better 
water policy, especially in view of the 
Ministerial Council Meeting of Water 
Ministers this coming Friday. 

FIONA Morrison 
knows from personal ex-
perience what a huge dif-
ference a bit of technolog-
ical education can make.

Forced to give up her 10 
year career in nursing fol-
lowing a back injury, Fio-
na needed an alternative 
way to earn a living and 
keep herself busy. 

Inspired by her partner 
Andrew Smith, who is 
a computer technician, 
Fiona completed a Cer-
tificate III in Information 
Technology and Media 
and discovered a new pas-
sion.

“There is just so much 
you can do with comput-
ers and having a bit of 
competency with them 
can really change your sit-
uation,” she said.

“I’ve discovered that I 
really love teaching other 
people how to use com-

puters to make their lives 
better and to find a new 
path if they need one. I’m 
currently studying for a 
Certificate IIII in Training 
an Assessment so I’ll be 
fully qualified to teach be-
ginners how to make the 
most of what computers 
can offer them.”

Whilst her study is on-
going, Fiona is already 
more than equipped to 
help people who want to 
learn the basics of com-
puters, and is currently 
putting together a range 
of video tutorials, as well 
as quick ‘how-to’ videos 
to be posted on facebook.

“The COVID-19 situ-
ation has really shown 
how easily you can be-
come isolated if you’re 
stuck at home, but with 
digital technology, there’s 
no need to be. If you can 
learn to do a few basic 

things, it can really open 
up your world.

Combining their skills, 
Fiona and Andrew have 
started their own busi-
ness: Sullivan Smith 
Technologies.

“Between Andrew and I, 
we’re able to help people 
out with whatever com-
puter issues they have,” 
she said.

“He has the technical 
skills to do computer re-
pairs, virus and malware 
removal, data back-up 
and retrieval, operating 
system reloads and all of 
that type of thing, whilst 
I can provide computer 
tuition for beginners and 
help out with any soft-
ware needs or issues.”

“Computers really are an 
amazing tool, and they’re 
not that difficult to learn 
to use. Anybody can do it 
with a little bit of help.”

Tech help at hand in Numurkah

Opening up a whole new world ... Fiona Morrison has 
discovered a passion for helping others discover the beauty 
computers offer. 

HOME entertainment in all its 
forms has been as important as toilet 
paper over the past couple of months. 
How would we all have survived 
lockdown without a bit of audiovis-
ual stimulation to distract us?

Yet a century ago during the Span-
ish flu, the locked down Australian 
community didn’t have Netflix or 
Spotify to keep them entertained.

That doesn’t mean they didn’t have 
access to home entertainment how-
ever, and when Numurkah Histori-
cal Society Museum opens its doors 
for the first time in two months this 
Sunday, visitors will be able treated 
to a display of audiovisual equipment 
from the past century.

Society president Jeff Blackburn 
said the society saw it as the ideal 
time to showcase it’s collections of 
home entertainment artefacts.

“Recent circumstances got us 
thinking about what people would 
have done if they were in lockdown 
two or three generations ago, when 
they didn’t have the technology we 
take for granted now,” he said.

“We have a really big collection of 
items that go way back through the 
decades to the pre-electricity era.”

The new/old home entertainment 
display includes radios, radiograms, 
slide and home movie projectors, 
gramophones, turntables, reel-to-reel 
tape recorders and pianolas.

“It’s been great to get some of this 
old stuff out of storage, and we’ve 
brought out anything we thought 
was relevant to entertaining people 
at home,” Jeff said.

“We’ve even got an old banjo and 
some bagpipes, although I don’t 
know how entertaining the bagpipes 
would have been given that they’re 
actually a set of Irish war bagpipes.”

The items are displayed across sev-
eral rooms at the museum, and visi-
tors curious about where you could 
have expected to be treated if you got 
sick during the Spanish flu can also 
check out the actual isolation room 
from Numurkah’s original hospital, 
which is on permanent display.

Also going on display this week is 
the Society’s display of photos and 
information regarding Coonanga 
Homestead, built at Strathmerton in 
the 1870s. The homestead, which un-
fortunately burnt down several years 
ago, was owned by the society at one 
stage, but lacking the funds to restore 
it, it sold it to a private buyer who 
never restored it to its former glory.

Among the photos on display, is 
one of a three-seater toilet.

“Coonanga was actually used as a 
school for a while, which is why that 
toilet existed,” Jeff said.

“It was a very interesting old build-
ing, and the photos and information 
about it’s history are something we 
plan on displaying permanently.”

This Sunday, the museum will be 
able to accept 20 visitors at a time, 
increasing to 50 at a time as of next 
Wednesday when COVID-19 re-
strictions have been lifted further. 

The museum is open each Wednes-
day and Sunday from 1.30pm to 
3.30pm and at other times by ap-
pointment.

Old style home entertainment on display

No music streaming in the old days ... Gramophones and 
record players were once the most up-to-date way to play 
music at home.

Making their own fun ... Accordions were once a prime 
source of home entertainment, as this display case at Nu-
murkah Historical Society Museum shows.
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Share a Meal, Share a Story is a community initiative 
which encourages people to share a delicious recipe 

that helps build empathy and understanding of refugee 
experiences.

Send your recipe to info@moira.vic.gov.au and tell us 
why it is important to you  - recipes will be posted on 
our Facebook page and website so we can all share in 

a Refugee Week cooking feast.
For more details give our friendly Customer 

Service Team a call.

Refugee Week 14 – 20 June 2020
Celebrating the Year of Welcome - Online

Share a Meal � 
Share a Recipe

www.sul l ivansmithtechnologies.com
info@sul l ivansmithtechnologies.com
PH: 03 5862 2495 M: 0455 832 448

Computer repairsComputer repairs
Virus & Malware RemovalVirus & Malware Removal
Data Back Up & RetrievalData Back Up & Retrieval
Operating System ReloadsOperating System Reloads
Beginner Computer TuitionBeginner Computer Tuition
Remote AssistanceRemote Assistance

SPECIALIZING IN:

Wards dividing 
Moira

IT beats me that the Moira Shire Council 
considers that it’s okay to dismiss the majority 
view of eastern shire residents, and express sup-
port for the State Government maintenance of 
Moira as an undivided municipal electorate. 

Moira shire residents should read the report 
of the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) 
into the most appropriate electoral system for 
the Moira Shire. 

� e VEC is of the view that a three ward 
system would be the best electoral model for 
the Moira Shire Council. I note that both Crs 
Bourke and Mans� eld are/were supportive 
of the VEC’s view and expressed same in the 
council chamber.

I know it’s almost useless, ‘to cry over spilt 
milk’, however it’s worthwhile to re� ect on the 
comments by the mayor in welcoming the de-
cision by the State Minister for Local Govern-
ment. 

� e mayor stated in his press release (availa-
ble on the Moira Shire Council website) that 
the VEC seemed to be ‘in� uenced by the no-
tion that Yarrawonga was di� erent to the rest 
of the shire and needed guaranteed local coun-
cillors’, and speculated that the whole basis of 
submissions from the eastern Moira shire was 
that Yarrawonga needed more councillors to 
secure a bigger share of the shire’s budget and 
capital works program.

I don’t mind the mayor referring to Yarrawon-
ga and the east of the shire as a unit because, 
in a sense, Bundalong, Peechelba and Yar-
rawonga are; so are the west of the shire around 
Nathalia and Numurkah, and the centre of the 
shire around Cobram. Each do have their own 
refurbishment and developmental agendas 
which need to be focussed on and provided for 

through the democratic processes of council.
Under the current electoral system, and now 

continuing electoral system, councillors are 
elected more on the basis of personal popular-
ity rather than a known declared agenda which 
voters can hold them accountable for. 

� e east Moira shire is a rapidly growing area 
(the lead article in the Yarrawonga Chronicle 
re housing development in the next � ve years) 
and its urban development has, and will have, 
problems with infrastructure (roads, traf-
� c management, recreational amenities and 
space)keeping pace with the service demands 
of new and existing residents. 

Further, Yarrawonga and Bundalong are 
tourist and recreational hubs that call out for 
careful, considered management that preserves 
their natural beauty. � e agenda suggested 
by such issues is di� erent from those of oth-
er parts of the shire where refurbishment and 
maintenance might be more dominant issues.

My point is that councillor accountability to 
ratepayer desires and needs is more likely if it 
is associated with a geographic entity, a shire 
ward, rather than in a system where what a 
councillor stands for, is quite whimsical.

I fear that the continuation of the undivided 
council electoral structure will cultivate the 
formation of town teams of councillors that 
will focus exclusively on their interests at the 
expense of areas of smaller populations. 

A virtue of the ward system is that it guar-
antees representation for less populous areas 
of the shire. � e undivided electoral system is 
like the federal senate electoral system and the 
ward system like federal and state electorates.

Finally, the Mayor states that growth in the 
east of the shire will mean that every four years 
the ward boundaries would need to be read-
justed. So What! 

I’m glad the mayor has noted the anticipat-
ed growth in Yarrawonga and Bundalong. It 
should give those of us who want to see a heat-
ed pool available for residential use some heart.

Alan Williams
Yarrawonga

Free camping is 
never free

I WRITE in reference to recent le� ers to the 
editor regarding free camping (non-compliant 
camping, RV friendly) and I would just like to 
make a few points.

 Firstly, thanks for the congratulations, as we 
are all aware the caravan park would have been 
bulldozed and turned into park-lands if it were 
not for Hugh and Doreen Harbor. 

� ey took it from a ½ star rated park to 3 ½ 
star rated park in a ma� er of years (and both in 
their 70’s), and won business excellence awards 
on the way. 

� e park now, on Star Ratings Australia for 
Victoria, rated as number two in the state for 
caravan parks as outstanding. Number one rat-
ed for the state is Koonoomoo Time Out Hol-
iday Park as exceptional. Both Gold listed and 
both are in Moira Shire. 

� ink about that for a minute. No small feat. 
(https://www.starratings.com.au/gold-list/
VIC) 

 Secondly, I repeat a statement from Elizabeth 
White former CEO of Vic Parks Association. 
“We’re not wanting to be labelled as people 
looking for business protection, but it really 
beggars belief that you could have the same lo-
cal council that takes lease/rate payments from 
the caravan parks, inspects the parks to make 
sure they’re fully compliant, saying to punters 
that don’t want to pay anything - ‘that’s okay, 
you can all just go round to the local oval and 
hopefully spend something in town.”

 � irdly, visitors to commercial caravan parks 
spent on average $610 per trip compared to vis-
itors to non-commercial sites who spent $352.. 

� is is a 73% di� erence. 
Additionally, visitors who spend money on 

accommodation, indirectly fund businesses 
that support caravan parks such as tradesmen, 
hardware, plumbing, laundry companies, 
and utility providers. � ese industries rely on 
businesses like caravan parks to operate in a 
secure and fair business environment which 
is undermined by free and low-cost camping 
(T� , 2018). h� ps://www.tra.gov.au/Eco-
nomic-analysis

 Fourthly, the presidents report from CMCA 
President Garry Lee in the December 2017 
Wanderer (CMCA member magazine) quotes: 
“At June 2017, we now have only 25,000 full 
memberships. We are losing an average of 700 
qualifying vehicles each year.” � is represents 
less than 0.2% of caravan and camping visitors 
(T� , 2018).

As most businesses in town know, Numurk-
ah caravan park already refers information for 
all types of local business to their guests: dog 
grooming, pubs, medical, mechanical issues, 
and many more.

Please remember, caravan parks have been 
closed for two months. Some are doing it tough 
and some may never reopen, spend wisely and 
also remember: nothing is ever for free.

When COVID-19 restrictions do ease, we 
will be back in full swing with renovated cab-
ins. I would also ask anyone interested to � nd 
out the facts about the RV Strategy and contact 
Moira Shire.

Terry Harbor
Numurkah

AFL on the knee
COLLINGWOOD and Richmond go on the 

knee like sheep, but nothing is said when they 
refuse to respect our national anthem!

Dick Ashby
Numurkah

Letters to the Editor

LOCKDOWN restrictions may have been li� -
ed, but the current weather still makes staying in 
a fairly a� ractive option, and if you’re staying in, 
streaming services are still among your very best 
friends.

Among Net� ix’s recent o� erings is the 10 epi-
sode � rst season of Space Force, a Net� ix original 
series in which Steve Carroll takes the lead as US 
Air Force general Mark Naird.

As the show opens we meet Mark as he is being 
made a four star general and anticipating his ap-
pointment as chief of the Air Force upon the re-
tirement of his nemesis General  Kick Grabaston 
(Noah Emmerich).

Mark’s hope’s are soon dashed however when 
he is informed that he is instead being tasked 
with developing a sixth branch of the armed 
forces - Space Force - with the president wanting 
‘boots on the moon’ by 2024.

Fast forward a year, and things aren’t going all 
that well for Mark. He’s a ‘never say die’ kind of 

guy though, and is pushing forward regardless of 
the chaos in both his personal and professional 
lives.

For my money, Space Force is well worth a 
watch. I didn’t � nd it laugh-out-loud funny, it’s 
more of a regular wry chuckle with the occasion-
al amused snort kind of show, which is by turns 
silly and quite clever.

Some of the characters are a li� le over the top, 
but that’s balanced by a bit of gravitas brought by 
John Malkovich’s turn as Adrian Mallory, a sci-
entist who’s not down with the plan to militarise 
space, but still wants to be at the cu� ing edge of 
research and history.

Steve Carroll is great in the lead, which requires 
the ability to be very silly whilst also having the 
chops to portray a genuine man trying to keep it 
together under immense pressure, and the rest of 
the cast also make the most of what they’re given 
to work with. 

THINGS TO BINGE
Space,  the funny frontier - Review
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NOW RECRUITING
FOR OVER 3000 POLICE

YOU’RE 
MORE SUITED 
THAN YOU 
MIGHT THINK

POLICE CAREERS
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A CUPPA WITH DOMA CUPPA WITH DOM

Full name: David John Geddes
Age: 74
Marital status: Married to Rhonda 

with three children and eight grand-
children

Schools a� ended: What is now 
Katunga South Primary School for 
six months in 1951, then Katunga Pri-
mary School, Numurkah High School 
until the end of year 10.

Summer or winter? I really like our 
winters - the short days mess you up a 
bit, but I love the crispness.

Beach or mountains? Mountains - 
especially on horseback.

Oscar the Grouch or Cookie Mon-
ster? Roadrunner.

Crunchie or Violet Crumble? Vio-
let crumble.

Elvis or � e Beatles? � at’s a tough 
one, but � e Beatles just sneak in 
there.

AC/DC or INXS? AC/DC.
Favourite colour? 
Probably a blue. I don’t think of my-

self as having a favourite colour really, 
but if I bought something for myself 
there would probably be a shade of 
blue in it somewhere.

Favourite song?
Piano man by Billy Joel. I hadn’t paid 

much a� ention to it until a few years 
ago and then my granddaughter Lucy 
played it on the guitar and sang it at 
Christmas a couple of years ago, and 
when you listen to the words, and how 
it’s phrased is great. 

Favourite TV show? 
Nothing speci� c, but I really love 

English comedies or a good western.
Favourite movie?
 I really like � e Sound of Music and 

� e Guns of Navarone.
Favourite book?
� e Eagle Has Landed by Jack Hig-

gins. I read it many, many years ago, 
and I haven’t read many books that I 
couldn’t put down, but that was one. 
I just � nished reading � e Revenant
by Michael Punke and that was an in-
credible story.

Do you make lists?
 No, not really. I do occasionally, but 

then I always leave them at home and 
end up wandering around the super-
market wondering what I need to get.

Who do you admire?
 I have great respect for people 

who have risen above themselves 
and achieved what people may have 
assumed they could. � ere are also 
some local leaders around here that I 
have great respect for. 

When you were a kid, what did 
you want to be when you grew up?

I was always going to go onto the 
farm. By the time I le�  school at the 
end of year 10, my father  was well on 
the way to being crippled up with ar-
thritis,  and I was the oldest of seven 
kids. 

Some of my peers who went and 
worked with their fathers on the farm 
had the opportunity to go o�  for a 
couple of years and do something else. 
Hindsight’s a wonderful thing, and 
probably the only regret I have is that I 
didn’t have that opportunity to go and 
test the waters o�  the farm. I think I 
could have done most things - I could 
have been a teacher or a policeman - 
but I don’t have any speci� c thing that 
I wanted to do but couldn’t. 

I can’t say I could have been a doctor 
or lawyer or anything like that, I draw 
the line there, because I didn’t work 
hard enough at school. I just found my 
old report book and that tells a story.

I was capable, but, and I’m sure a 
lot of people would say this, my ed-
ucation was far more enhanced a� er 
school than during it. 

I always loved the farm though, and 
I still love it. I spend a few hours help-
ing Holmes’ on their farm now, and I 
love it. � ey say you can take the boy 
out of the farm, but you can’t take the 
farm out of the boy, and there’s cer-
tainly an element of that for me. 

What kind of kid were you?
Up until the age of about 10 I was re-

sponsible. As the oldest of the family 
I think that’s something that tends to 
come in. I talked a lot - people will tell 
you I still talk a lot. As I got older, I 
probably went through stages where I 
was probably thought to be brash. 

You’ve been involved in a lot of 
community groups over the years - 
where did that start?

Mum and dad were always very 
community based until dad got crook. 
I think he was a bit of a frustrated en-
tertainer; he always danced and sang. 
Mum was a good sports person and 

administrator. Dad was heavily in-
volved in ge� ing the Katunga primary 
School developed, and mum was al-
ways involved on various commi� ees, 
and I do think that sense of communi-
ty rubs o� .

� e Katunga community where I 
grew up, and all those li� le communi-
ties, were solid and really worked to-
gether, and I always felt very lucky to 
grow up in that environment.

My volunteering started with hosing 
down the tennis courts between sets 
at tournaments when I was 10 or 11 
years old. � en when I was 18, along 
with my friend Doug Hendy, I got 
asked to become an assistant scout 
master. A� er about six months the 
scout master le�  and Doug and I were 
going to leave too but we got talked 
into staying and I became the scout 
master with Doug as my assistant. 
We did that for about another � ve 
years, then I got involved with Victo-
rian Young Farmers, then the rodeo 
commi� ee and the Katunga Primary 
School commi� ee and Apex and var-

ious other things from there.
I’m very community based - most of 

the things I’ve done have been within 
my own community and I don’t look 
too far outside that circle. I’ve done a 
few things that have taken me to the 
next step - zone, or state, or national, 
but for the most part I’ve made my 
contribution locally. 

I was with Apex for 11 years and 
really loved it. I loved the work it did 
and the camaraderie, and as a family 
we had plenty of social outings with 
Apex. 

Most of the Apexians that went 
through in my time went on to Lions 
or Rotary, and I was invited to join 
both, but I was still very involved with 
the Katunga community at the time, 
especially the football club, so I de-
clined those o� ers.

I’ve spent all the years since helping 
both those groups where I can though 
- usually with commentating, emcee-
ing or adjudicating with competitions.

I really enjoy adjudicating because 
it gives you the opportunity to help 

young ones along the way. 
In any organisation I was with I al-

ways ended up in the role of secretary, 
or president or commentator, or all of 
the above. Nobody ever asked me to 
be treasurer though; I’m not sure if I 
should read anything into that.

I’ve said to a lot of young ones on 
their way up over the years that if you 
want to know how the organisation 
or group functions, take on the sec-
retary’s role, if you want to get your 
photo taken and be the � gurehead, be 
the president. But someone has to do 
those jobs - you can have all the work-
ers in the world, but if you don’t have 
anyone to � ll those roles, you have 
nothing.

I’ve been a member of the Ag Soci-
ety for around 40 years. � ey wanted 
someone who could be a steward on 
horseback and rally the troops and get 
the competitors into the ring. 

� e chief steward at the time was a 
fellow called Jack Gallion, and as show 
day was just about � nished on my � rst 
year in the role, he said to me ‘that’s 

A cuppa with David
The voice of Numurkah ... David Geddes’ ability to ‘talk 
a little bit’ has proved a great asset to Numurkah district 
communities over the years.
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The rebate scheme offers $600 towards installing an operator The rebate scheme offers $600 towards installing an operator 

protective device (OPD) or up to $1200 for two OPDs, or $1200 protective device (OPD) or up to $1200 for two OPDs, or $1200 

towards an alternate vehicle such as a side-by-side.  Find out more towards an alternate vehicle such as a side-by-side.  Find out more 

and apply today via  and apply today via  worksafe.vic.gov.au/quadbikesworksafe.vic.gov.au/quadbikes

Apply for the Victorian 
Government quad bike 
safety rebate
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State-School Honor Board — At a meeting of 
the Numurkah State-school committee on Wednes-
day night last Mr J. Calder (head teacher) reported 
that the board containing the names of old scholars 
of the school who had enlisted for active service had 
been completed. The board had on it 146 names. 
Discussion took place as to the arrangements to be 
made for the unveiling ceremony, which will take 
place in the Mechanics’ Hall (the school being regard-
ed as too smalf for the purpose) on a date to be fixed. 
Brigadier-General Elliott, has been invited to perform 
the unveiling, and amongst those to be invited to the 
function are Lieut-Colonel Murray Bourchier. D.S.O., 
G.M.G., Colonel J. Kendall, O.B.E, Mr Frank Tate (Di-
rector of Education) Mr Gray (inspector), the mem-
bers for the district. and others. The arrangements for 
the ceremony were left in the hands of Messrs H M.  
Robin (correspondent), G. Bitcon and Calder.

 Gun for Numurkah
In a paragraph in last issue under the above caption: 

an addition that we had written was inadvertently 
omitted. Cr. Gordon, discussing the housing, etc., of 
the captured machine gun that had been allotted to 
Numurkah, referred to the distinction which Gunner 
Walter Crozier had won with a particular Lewis gun at 
the front. (Particulars were given in the “Leader” some 
time ago.)

He suggested that an effort be made to have the gun 
handed over to the council; it had a history that would 
make its possession one of deep interest to the town.

The suggestion was adopted and it is to be hoped 
that it will be possible to arrange for the presentation of 
such an interesting exhibit.

A WARNING.
Senior-Constable O’Donnell has advised us that a 

complaint has been made of interference with electric 
light wires in the town caused through boys kickng 
footballs at practice. The Senior does not desire to take 
action without due warning being given, but he states 
that unless the lads choose a spot for practice where 
there is no chance of the wires being interfered with 
he will be compelled to take immediate action. The 
penalty is a severe one, so the boys should take timely 
warning.

NUMURKAH AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.
MEETING OF EXECUTIVE.

The monthly meeting of the executive committee 
of the above was held on Tuesday afternoon of last 
week. A late start was made, and in the interests of all 
members this should not be, as it leads to many hav-
ing to leave before the meeting closes. The President 
(Mr J. F. McKenna) presided and there were also pres-
ent Messrs T. and J. Allen, R. Adams, G. Bedwell, J. S. 
Christie, J. Findlay, R. C. Gordon, J. Grant, W. Hooper, 
J. G. Hodgson, J. E. Harper R. Kiipatrick, W. and G. 
Moss, T. Morris, J. McNamara, A. McLean, M. Kelly, 
W. Leavey. N. Sutcliffe, C. T. Trengrove

Mis-use of the Showgrounds.
The Numurkah Football Club applied for permis-

sion to use the showgrounds for football purposes 
during the present season. —Mr Adams moved, and 
Mr McNamara seconded, that permission be granted 
subject to the usual conditions.—A great deal of dis-
cussion ensued, during the course of which several 
members voiced complaints about the manner in 
which the ground was used—gates were being al-
lowed to remain open, children permitted to climb all 
over the grandstand and other buildings, and in other 
ways damage was being done to the grounds.—The 
motion was carried, with the deletion of the proviso 
about the terms.

Mr Kiipatrick said Mr B. Cohen had spoken to him 
about the way boys were playing on the buildings. and 
had expressed his willingness to help to protect the 
property.

Mr Christie moved that a sub committee be ap-
pointed to meet Club representatives of the Football 
Club and arrange terms.

This week in 1920 ... 
To celebrate the State Library of Victoria’s 

digitising of the war years editions of the Numurkah 
Leader, each week we will include the news of the 
week, 100 years ago.

To view these editions online go to trove.nla.gov.
au/ndp/del/title/591.

A CUPPA WITH DOMA CUPPA WITH DOM
been fantastic David, but I think I 
should warn you that once you get 
involved with something like this 
there’s only two ways to get out of 
it - you’ve either got to leave the dis-
trict or die, and I’m not sure leaving 
the district is good enough’. So 40 
years later I’m still there. A� er a few 
years they asked me to be the cen-
tral announcer on horseback and 
I’m still doing that

A lot of people there do a lot more 
work than I do. I go to working 
bees in the lead-up, and the clean-
up a� erwards, but apart from that 
I’ve never o� ered myself up to the 
commi� ee. A lot of people do a lot 
of preparatory work that I don’t do.

I’m always mindful that there are 
a lot of people that do a lot of work 
behind the scenes and never get 
recognised - every organisation has 
got them. 

I seem to get involved with things 
for a long time. I was with Katunga 
CFA for 44 years, but gave it up be-
cause of my ankle.

It’s nice feeling that you are part 
of the community. I don’t know if 
that’s an ego thing, but it does mean 
something to be acknowledged as 
part of the community. 

A lot of your community work 
has involved speaking; you’re the 
voice of Numurkah in a way - how 
did that come about?

I got involved with debating when 
I was with Young Farmers, and then 
later I also got involved with public 
speaking competitions. 

I enjoyed debating more than 
public speaking. I always found that 
if you had the right method and 
your research was good, you could 
always impress the judges. I did a 
few public speaking competitions 
in Apex and I found that you were 
always at the mercy of the judges’ 
personal feelings about what you 
were talking about - if they didn’t 
like what your subject was, it didn’t 
ma� er what you said or how you 
said it. 

Gradually, I started ge� ing asked 
to act as a commentator or MC at 
events and it just grew. 

Everywhere you go there is always 
a need for someone to be the em-
cee, or announce or commentate, 
and it was just second nature to me. 
I get a real buzz at Carols by Can-
dlelight each year; to stand up there 
and be a part of that with so many 
talented people, and I always think 
that all I can do is talk a bit.

I’ve done a lot of emceeing for 
deb balls. I used to make a point of 
ge� ing to know the debs and their 
partners so I didn’t need to read 
notes on the night. I’ve also done 
the Wunghnu tractor pull. One year 
they sent me up in a helicopter to 
commentate from up there, so I’ve 
had the opportunity to do lots of 
li� le things like that.

I’ve always liked to think that I’ve 
been part of a team. I’ve so o� en 
been the front person with the high 
pro� le, but behind you there is so 
many people doing so many things.

It’s a skill I’ve honed over the 
years, to know what you can say to 
whom and how you can say it with-
out any o� ence and probably get a 
laugh out of it. On many occasions 
people have said to me ‘only you 
could get away with that’. 

I can only ever recall once when 
I had a microphone in my hand 
where I’ve said something I regret. 
It wasn’t malicious, but I beli� led 
someone who was doing the wrong 
thing at an open function and I 
said so over the microphone and 
I shouldn’t have. We’re mates, and 
we’ve been mates ever since, but 
it’s the only time I feel that I’ve said 

something I regre� ed. 
I’ve been lucky that I’ve never 

had any real disasters. � e only 
ones when you ever think ‘that was 
awful’ is when you’ve got no audi-
ence, but you have to keep talking 
anyway. 

You always make mistakes, but 
I just tell people ‘I stu� ed that up, 
that’s wrong, pay no a� ention to it’. 
I’ve never had a problem with being 
lost for words; if I make a mistake 
I just talk my way through it and 
lighten things up.

� e only downside has been that, 
at functions, Rhonda and the kids 
would be in the audience and I’d 
be up on the microphone, so when 
everyone else would be si� ing in 
their family groups, they’d be miss-
ing out on that. 

Speaking in public is always 
listed high on the list when peo-
ple are asked what their greatest 
fears are, have you never had that 
fear?

No, it’s just been something I was 
always able to do. I can recall when I 
was about 10, standing on the stage 
at Katunga hall calling square danc-
es. 

Speaking in front of an audience 
was never an issue for me, but I’ve 
always come from the premise that 
not everyone can do it. � at’s a fact 
of life, and no ma� er how much 
you try and help them, some peo-
ple just can’t do it and you have to 
acknowledge that and let them o�  
the hook. 

I’ve done quite a bit of adjudicat-
ing for Apex and Lions and the high 
school and I love seeing the young 
kids that can stand up and talk 
about anything, because I think it’s 
something you will treasure for the 
rest of your life. If you know your 
subject it’s easy. 

You lead the Numurkah Anzac 
and Remembrance day parades 
on horseback - how did you be-
come involved in that?

I’m not a veteran - my dad was, he 
spent four and a half years overseas 
as a gunner on the heavy ack-ack 
guns in the middle east, and Bor-
neo and New Guinea. 

I came to be involved with the 
local RSL when they were prepar-
ing the Numurkah Mob memorial. 
Mark McNamara, who was presi-
dent of Rotary at the time and had 
heard me recite bush poetry on 
Rotary four wheel drive trips, asked 
me if I would be able to memorise 
the poem Mates, and recite it at the 
dedication at the memorial. 

� e poem was wri� en by a medi-
cal corpsman named Duncan But-
ler who spent three years in Changi 
and on the Burma Railway and the 
Sandakan death march, to show 
why Anzac day and Remembrance 
day were so important to him.

I said I’d be able to memorise it 
and recite it and then, because the 
Numurkah mob were essentially 
the Numurkah light horse, he asked 
if I could do it on horseback. � e 
old horse I had then would be capa-
ble of it, so I said yes again. 

Don Kilgour was there at the 
unveiling and said, if it could be 
arranged, would I be interested in 
leading the Anzac Day parade on 
horseback, representing the light 
horse, and reciting the poem. 

He said it would probably never 
happen, because it needed to be ap-
proved by the RSL and there were 
a lot of hurdles. � e RSL got me a 
hat and a plume, and Rhonda and I 
made up the rest of the uniform by 
borrowing pieces from the histori-
cal society.

For the following year, the RSL 
sub branch got onto a place in Syd-

ney that made replica uniforms and 
they were going to order a light 
horse one to put on display on a 
dummy, but they said if it was al-
right with me, they’d get one to � t 
me, and I’ve worn that every year 
since.

� at old horse did three parades. 
� e second year he was nearly blind 
and the third year he was totally 
blind. People couldn’t believe it 
when they found that out, but that 
was the bond we had. He trusted 
me to be his eyes. 

� e last two years I had a new 
horse and the � rst year she came 
up the street side-stepping because 
she wanted to watch the band. She 
wasn’t worried about it, but she just 
wanted to see where it was. She 
wasn’t going to let it sneak up be-
hind her. Someone asked me how 
long it had taken to train her to do 
that. Li� le did they know. 

Have you always had horses?
When I was a kid, a couple of our 

neighbours had ponies and I rode 
them on weekends. When we were 
turning 16 dad said we could have 
a bike or a horse. I chose the bike 
because I’d be able to ride into Nu-
murkah and see my mates and go 
to the pictures and things like that. 
When my sister Margaret turned 16 
about 18 months later she chose a 
horse, but the horse she got was too 
strong for her so I � nished up with 
my bike and her horse. 

So I went from riding these li� le 
ponies to this horse that was only 
14 and a half hands, but was strong 
and fast. 

I was on the commi� ee of the Co-
bram rodeo and I got invited to play 
polo-cross, so I did.

I loved it, and that horse was a 
wonderful polo-cross horse. It was 
real adrenaline rush; it was rough, 
and fast and hard and a great team 
game.

We had three other blokes,who 
were brothers, around my age, and 
a bloke named Jim Burki� . We 
played in the north east polo-cross 
competition and won four out of 
the next � ve premierships. All these 
old horseman from around the 
north east used to laugh at ‘Burko 
and his kids’, but we kept winning.

When that competition folded 
a� er the 1968 season we played in 
weekend tournaments all around 
the state with a fair degree of suc-
cess, and then two of the brothers, 
Je�  and Barry Kosh, and myself 
represented Victoria at the national 
championships in 1974 and 1975, 
and I kept playing until the mid 80s.

I’ve played lots of sports - foot-
ball, tennis, bowls, roller-skating, 
ice-skating, water-skiing, snow-ski-
ing - and only ever been average or a 
bit be� er, but that was the one I was 
pre� y good at.

I’ve been riding in the high coun-
try for 25 years now. It’s a very dif-
ferent type of riding, and it’s much 
slower, but exhilarating in a di� er-
ent sort of way. � at riding is where 
I’ve found the bond between horse 
and rider really develops. With my 
old horse, and it’s developing with 
this one now too, we reached the 
stage that, no ma� er what the slope, 
if I thought it was safe he wouldn’t 
hesitate. � at’s the sort of bond that 
somehow builds. 

You play croquet now, which has 
similar elements to polo-cross, but 
is much more sedate. What is the 
appeal there for you?

I like that you need hand/eye 
coordination; the li� le hoop’s only 
slightly wider than the ball, so you 
need accuracy. It’s also very tac-
tical. You’re not just there to hit it 
through the hoop, you’re think-

ing two or three shots ahead. It’s 
a thinking game and I like that. 
Rhonda and I play together and we 
play quite well together. 

I badly sprained my le�  ankle 
playing basketball in my early 20s 
and never got it � xed properly and 
over time it degenerated. It got 
to the stage where I was limping 
around and I thought I be� er get 
something done about it, so I had it 
fused around six years ago.

Before that I played golf socially 
and always enjoyed it, but I hadn’t 
been back because of the limitation 
with my ankle now, but I’ll have a 
crack again one day.

Do you have a favourite event 
that you’ve emceed?

I’ve always thought of Katunga as 
home because that’s where I grew 
up and where our children grew up. 
We always had a lot of fun as a com-
munity, and most of my favourites 
have been there. We had a cente-
nary of Katunga and did a massive 
parade down the street, and that 
was a wonderful event. 

We used to have a huge bon� re 
night - this was a� er crackers were 
banned, though we snuck a few in 
sometimes - and that was always a 
lot of fun. 

We’d get the public to bring in all 
their clippings and we’d have a pile 
bigger than a house, and we’d have 
a competition with the school kids 
for who got to light it, and we al-
ways had a di� erent way to light it. 

You couldn’t do it now, because 
we did some horrible things.

We’d have some of our members 
climb up the pile and soak it with 
what we called � re bug fuel, which 
was a mix of petrol and diesel. If 
we’d made a mistake we’d probably 
have lost a couple of members.

One year we had some gun pow-
der - I don’t know who got it or how 
- and we ran a trail of gun powder 
from the base of the � re for about 
ten metres, and the winning kid got 
to light the match. Another year we 
had an arrow with a � aming tennis 
ball, and another one was a pen-
dulum - all of these basic sort of 
things, but lots of fun, and we’d get 
hundreds and hundreds of people 
come just to watch this � re go up. 
� ey were great nights.

Once, I did a commentary for a 
fund raiser for something at the Co-
bram tro� ing track and one of the 
races they had to go a third of the 
way walking, a third tro� ing and 
third cantering or galloping.

I didn’t give it much thought be-
forehand, but you want to try com-
mentating a walking race. It’s not 
easy. 

� e most satisfying event I ever 
emceed was when they launched 
a Riding for the Disabled club at 
Benalla. It was fascinating and re-
ally ful� lling, and it makes me a bit 
emotional to think about it, to see 
how the kids reacted when you put 
them on a horse. 

What one issue do you feel hu-
mankind needs to resolve to en-
sure a positive future?

I think one of your other subjects 
said this, but I think the greatest is-
sue we have is our adversarial polit-
ical system. 

I’ve thought that for a long time. 
If you think of all the things that get 
put into the mix in politics, because 
one side thinks it’s good, the other 
side will say it’s bad. I think some-
where along the line, the powers 
that be need to say that’s not all bad 
- if we tweak it a li� le bit, we can do 
it together.

But we seem to be ge� ing further 
apart, and that’s not helping any-
one. 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

 Peter Cox & Sons 
Funeral Directors P/L

Cnr Meiklejohn and Quinn Sts., Numurkah
CARING, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, 

TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Phone 5862 3047
24 hours – 7 days a week

 TUTTLES
— FUNERAL SERVICES —

Phone 1300 858 333
Caring 24 hour service

Inc. Binger & Tuttle, Limbrick & Tuttle, 
Numurkah Funeral Services

ROAD CLOSURES
Tucketts and Ryans Rds Yalca
Tucketts Rd be closed between Crane Rd 

& Wilson Rd from 15th June 2020 to 15th 
August 2020.

Ryans Rd section be closed between Wilson 
Rd & Mathers Rd from 15th June 2020 to 

15th August 2020.
Nominated site supervisor for project is 

Rohit Singh.
Phone: 0470 553 930 or 

email: rohit.singh@gradianprojects.com

CLEANING SERVICES
Providing All Living Supports (PALS) Inc. 
provides a broad range of services for 
people who live with a disability across the 
Moira and surrounding shires and is seeking 
expressions of interest for the provision 
of cleaning services to our sites located in 
Cobram, Numurkah & Yarrawonga.
The sites consist of:
7 Dillon Street Cobram VIC 3644
96 Broadway Street Cobram Vic 3644
24 O’Connor Street Numurkah VIC 3636
20a Orr Street Yarrawonga VIC 3730
Suite 8 Level 1/3 Witt Street Yarrawonga VIC 3730
Applicants will be required to complete 
an Expressions Of Interest application to 
demonstrate ability to provide cleaning 
services to each of our sites; demonstrate 
ability to provide a high standard of cleaning 
and be value-for-money.
Tours of each site can be done on Wednesday 
24th June, commencing at 10am in 
Yarrawonga at the Witt Street location, 
followed by Orr Street before heading to 
Numurkah and Cobram.
Please note that no other site tours times are 
available.
To request an Expressions of Interest package 
please email: paul.quinane@palsinc.org.au
Tenders close at 4pm, Monday the 29th June 
2020.
Paul Quinane – Business Services Manager
Ph: 0408 990 194

NCN Health has the following 
vacancies:

Graduate Registered 
Nurse Program  
Across NCN Health

0.8 to 1.0 EFT - Fixed Term January 
2021 to January 2022

Associate Nurse 
Unit Manager - 

Aged Care
Cobram Campus
Up to 1.2 EFT available

Visit our website for further 
information including position 

descriptions, contact details, closing 
dates and the application process.

www.ncnhealth.org.au

Numurkah Lions Club Inc.

MARKET
South Bank of Broken Creek, Numurkah

This Saturday
Time: 8.00am - 12 noon
• Cottage Craft • Produce

• New & Second Hand Goods
• Something for everyone

Enquiries Doug 0459 322 496
Another Lions Club Project  

CANCELLED

SITUATIONS VACANT SITUATIONS VACANT

LEARNING SUPPORT OFFICER
Full � me | Term 3 Start | ES 2-5B

St Mary of the Angels community promotes the safety, 
wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

St Mary of the Angels Secondary College Nathalia is seeking 
a full � me Learning Support Offi  cer to join their Learning 
Support team.  

St Mary of the Angels is a Catholic Secondary College which 
off ers a variety of educa� onal pathways and a learning 
culture focused on collabora� ve prac� ce, professional 
learning teams and enhanced learning opportuni� es for all 
students. 

Applica� ons should include:
• A cover le� er responding to the Role Descrip� on
• Curriculum Vitae, including three professional   
 referees.

The Role Description can be obtained from :
www.smotanathalia.catholic.edu.au/about/employment  

Applications to be emailed to: 
principal@smotanathalia.catholic.edu.au 
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telfords.com.au

REAL. CUSTOM. SHEDS.
Looking for a custom built shed... 
Give Telfords a call today.

Shepparton (Head Office)

(03) 5821 4399

FOR SALE

SITUATIONS VACANT

THANKS

The LAIDLAW family,
sincerely thank everyone for their kind 
messages, cards, fl owers and food on the 
passing of Margaret.
To the Staff at Pioneer Lodge and Dr. Ashraf 
for their care and kindness to Margaret over 
the past nine months, has been great comfort 
to us.
Please accept this as our appreciation of your 
kind thoughts.

Ron, Allan, David and Greg and families.
____________________________________

NUMURKAH LEADER

GEOFF
EDDY
BUILDER

Buildings & Alterations
of Quality Homes

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations
MOBILE

0418 326 478
NumurkahReg No. DB-U6526
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Reg No DBU24094

Specialising in:
• New Homes • Pergolas • Reroofi ng

Specialising in septic systems
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

Matt: 0407 046 331  Phil: 0419 360 905 
Mark: 0427 646 231

Reg No DBU24094

Numurkah Building & Plumbing P/LNumurkah Building & Plumbing P/L

Numurkah Sand and GravelNumurkah Sand and Gravel
Ph: Ph: Kris -Kris - 0437 073 244    0437 073 244   Ash -Ash - 0418 879 636 0418 879 636

Truck and dogs • Water truck hire • Loader hire • Road grader at 140m 
1xgps • Excavator 2x20t 1x30t gps  • White rock • Cream and red granite 

• Hill rock • 20mm - 40mm brown rock • Blue rock (various sizes) • 
Stone dust • Washed pebbles (various sizes) • Agg rock and Septic 

rock • Garden topsoil • Packing sand • Lawn sand • Washed river sand • 
Commix • Compost • Mulch and barks

NEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAHNEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAH

NUMURKAH DENTURE CLINIC
108-110 MELVILLE ST NUMURKAH

BRUCE GRIFFETT OFFERS YOU
A FULL DENTURE SERVICE
• RELINES, REPAIRS & 
   MOUTH GUARDS
• VETERAN AFFAIRS

• VIC DENTURE SCHEME
• NSW DENTURE SCHEME

BY APPOINTMENT        PHONE BRUCE 0425 861 478 

Call in
and browse
through our digital
photo library today.
It’s fast and it’s easy!

 LEADER PHOTOS
check out all the photos

from your event

88 Melville Street, Numurkah • Phone 5862 1034

1 LESS WORRY
BOOKKEEPING

Email your questions to   admin@1lessworrybooks.com.au

CONTACT US TODAY! 

STP Payroll reporting to the ATO
Backed by experience and knowledge
Assistance with Job Keeper reporting and set up

Is now partnered with Xero, MYOB &
QBO for your electronic bookkeeping.

BARB 0407 721 159      LYN 0417 171 247



WHILE the Numurkah Bowls Club 
has been well served by local members 
with terri� c coaching skills in the past, 
the club has decided to take it to the next 
level and bring some new top division 
players to � ll that role for the upcoming 
season.

Ross Higgins has made the move from 
Shepp Park to take on the job of try-
ing to get Numurkah into � nals and a 
premiership, and has brought along good 
mate and fellow Shepp Park division one 
bowler Brian Hall.

Some may remember Hall as a football-
er, having played 12 games with North 
Melbourne, before moving to Yarrawon-
ga. He has only been bowling for eight 
years, but it didn’t take him long to step 
up into division one bowls, where he has 
played the past six seasons.

At Shepp Park for the past � ve seasons, 
Higgins had been a � xture at Tallygaroo-
pna, where he began his bowls 20 years 
ago.

Higgins su� ered a brachial plexus inju-
ry in a motorbike accident in April 2011, 
losing all use of his right arm for some 
time, and he still su� ers a right side dia-
phragm that doesn’t work, but that’s not 
going to stop him.

� ese injuries forced him to make some 
big changes if he wanted to continue 
playing bowls, and he went from being a 
right handed bowler, to using a bowling 
arm in his le�  hand, all without missing a 
season of the game he loves.

At Shepp Park, Higgins has played in 
four premierships in � ve seasons, won 
two club pairs championships, one men’s 
pairs championship, had two 21 up wins 
and represented Goulburn Valley Bowls 
for three seasons. 

A� er su� ering his disability, Ross 
quickly joined the Victorian Bowlers 
with a Physical Disability team, playing 
at a national level, where he has won 

bronze and silver medals, and was part 
of the Victorian team to win the national 
title in 2019.

It is this winning a� itude he hopes to 
bring to the Town club.

“I haven’t been able to work since the 
accident, so I’m a full time bowler,” Hig-
gins said.

“And I found it easy to swap from my 
right hand to being le�  handed. It didn’t 
take long at all.”

Higgins said this was his � rst oppor-
tunity to coach, and he was looking for-
ward to the challenge.

“A� er the accident, I got my coach’s 
accreditation, but I haven’t used it, until 
now.

“Hopefully, Brian and I can make a dif-
ference here at Numurkah.”

Club president Terry Brennan said 
Don Staggard has been the club coach, 
and head greenskeeper, for quite some 
time, but had decided to give away the 
coaching.

“It was a big job for Don, doing the 
greens too, and we are very grateful to 
him, as well as Peter Dealy and Allan 
Clark, who have helped our bowlers to 
improve their skills over more than 10 
years, but we felt that we needed some-
one to take over our teams, to unify the 
teams, and tell us why we are winning 
and losing,” Brennan said.

“We have a� racted a lot of new mem-
bers to the club in recent years, but no-
one who could walk straight into our di-
vision one side, so we have now decided 
to recruit some division one bowlers.

“We went looking for someone who 
would inspire the club.”

Higgins reiterated Brennan’s praise for 
the club’s previous coach. 

“Don Staggard is one of the be� er 
coaches in this region, and I don’t expect 
to be able to improve on the bowls skills 
in this club too much, but I want to in-

stil a will to win in the bowlers, get them 
playing as a team, and then I’m sure the 
results will come.

With an average age of 75 in the Nu-
murkah ranks, Higgins believes that � t-
ness could be a key to winning.

“� ey play a lot of bowls during the 
week, and by the time Saturday comes 
around, they are ge� ing tired. I’m hop-
ing to get them walking around the block 
more, trying to improve their level of � t-
ness.”

Here to instil the will to win
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New recruits ... New town bowls coach Ross Higgins with club president Terry 
Brennan, and recruit Brian Hall.

by ‘Rufus T. Fire� y’
NEIL Hutchins followed 

the lead set last week by his 
son Sco�  and had a clear win 
in � ursday’s A grade com-
petition at Numurkah Golf 
Club. 

Scoring 39 stableford 
points, ‘Bugsy’ easily out-
shone his runner-up, Steve 
Piggo� , who � nished with a 
score of 34.

   In B grade, the ba� le for 
winner was a lot closer, with 
Peter ‘Bullant’ Cowan tak-
ing � rst place in a 35 point 
countback from Geo�  Stone.

   In a bumper � eld of 47 
competitors, the following 
players’ scores won them a 
club ball:  Dylan Grandell, 
Ron Smith, Col Stone and 
Jack Hepworth, all 34, Bill 
Padge�  33, Alan Rogers, 
Ma�  Ebborn, Mark Hegar-
ty and Bill Green 31, Adam 
Farrell, Steve Mackay, Les 
Summerville and Jack Dell 
all 30 points.

   Barry Schmedje won the 
tin of boiled lollies for com-
ing last with the low score of 
17 points.

   Players are reminded that 
time slots for all competi-
tions now need to be entered 
on a time sheet and ‘shotgun’ 
starts will not occur in the 
foreseeable short term.   

The 
family 
way

Peter Cox & Sons
Numurkah & Dist.

03 5862 3047
Member of the Australian

Funeral Directors Association
––––––––––––––––––––––––

INGLIS – Leesa 
Anna
25.9.1971 ~ 13.6.2020
Late of Numurkah, 
formerly of 
Q u e e n s t o w n , 
Tasmania.
Passed away 
peacefully, in her 
49th year with her 
loving family by her 
side at Numurkah 
Health.
Loved and loving, 
Mum to Sharon 
(Jones) and Breanna 
(Inglis-Goodliffe); 
mother-in-law to 
Jamie and cherished 
Nanny to Larna, 
Aaylah and Jaxx.

Sweet is the sleep that 
ends all your pain,
I would not wake you 
to suffer again.
In God’s garden you 
rest above,
In our hearts you rest 
with Love.
- Your Loving Girls 
& Family

A Private Funeral will 
be held in Numurkah 
on Friday June 19, 
2020 commencing at 
11 am followed by a 
Private Cremation.

Live streaming 
link: https://
iframe.dacast.com/
b/160340/c/534810

No fl owers by 
request, donations 
in lieu to Cure Brain 
Cancer - http://www.
curebraincancer.org.
au/tribute/leesa-inglis

INGLIS  — Leesa 
Anna.
Loving daughter of 
Atie and John, sister 
and sister-in -law of 
Angela and Adam 
Mullane, Richard 
and Sheree Inglis.  
Loving Auntie of 
Grace, Lily, Brittany 
and Sasha.
Always in our hearts.
–––––––––––––––––
Always in our hearts.Always in our hearts.Always in our hearts.Always in our hearts.

RENDELL  — John.
The President 
and Committee 
of the Numurkah 
Agricultural and
Pastoral Society Inc. 
mourn the passing 
of long serving Life 
Member
John Rendell.   John 
has been long 
remembered for his 
interest and
participation in the 
Society’s Annual 
Show.
 We extend sincere 
sympathy to all of 
his family.
_________________

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

FUNE� LS
Professional service 

and chapel
at a� ordable prices
5862 2332

IVAN NEWBY           
PETER K� KE

DEATHS

NumurkahLEADER

by “Will Barrow” 
THE second qualifying 

round of the prestigious Jack 
Roche fourball was staged at 
the Numurkah links last Satur-
day with another bumper � eld 
of 74 players in a� endance.

Dyl Grandell and Jye War-
ren combined to win the day’s 
event with the cracking score 
of 10 up, which also saw them 
take pole position for the match 
play rounds by qualifying as the 
number one seeds.

Dyl has just been named the 
Numurkah Cricket Club’s cap-
tain for the upcoming season 
and Jye is co-coach of the Nu-
murkah Blues football team but 
showed they are true all round-
ers when it comes to displaying 
their sporting prowess. 

Both players combined really 
well, with Dyl shooting a sub-
lime 32, four under the card, on 
the � rst nine, before Jye chimed 
in with some crucial wins on 
the 11th,12th and 14th holes.

David and Josh Hanvey also 
had a terri� c round of +8 to 
snare the runner-up spoils on 
a countback from Peter Mal-
ins and Steve � ornton on the 
same score.

Defending Jack Roche cham-
pions Sid Roughsedge and 
grandson Mitch Grandell 
showed they won’t be relin-
quishing their title without a 
� ght, bouncing back from a 
slow start last week with a solid 
+8 to take fourth place for the 
day.

Ball winners down the line 
were Kev Morland and Ty-
son “Tiger” Woods  and Ryan 
Sprunt/Tom Trewin on +7, 

John Smith/Chris Hicks, Gary 
Hosie/Bob I’Anson and Les 
and Brayden Summerville all 
on +6, with Dave Booth and 
Jordy Cleeland snaring the last 
of the balls on +5.

It was fantastic to see a lot of 
new and younger faces in the 
� eld, most of whom would 
have no doubt been usually 
involved playing football at 
this time of year, but the club 
has welcomed them with open 
arms and they are all as keen as 
mustard to tackle the royal and 
ancient game.

� e Jack Roche fourball now 
enters the second stage of the 
competition, where the eight 
top quali� ers take on each oth-
er in the match play rounds to 
decide the eventual champi-
ons.. 

As mentioned, Jye Warren 
and Dyl Grandell take pole po-
sition and they will take on Da-
vid Booth and newcomer Jordy 
Cleeland, who snuck in to eight 
place by the skin of their teeth.

David and Josh Hanvey, 
who quali� ed second, will 
take on the title holders Sid 
Roughsedge and Mitch Gran-
dell, while third seeded  Steve 
� ornton and Peter Malis will 
do ba� le with Billy Padge�  and 
Ian Hannaford, who came in 
sixth.

In what should prove to be 
an entertaining encounter, Kev 
Morland and Tyson “Tiger”  
Woods will lock horns with 
Nev Montgomery and Brent 
Karl, as they � nished in fourth 
and � � h spots respectively.

Players are reminded that all 
matches are to be completed by 

Sunday,  June 28.
� is Saturday sees the start of 

the club championships, which 
will be conducted over the next 
four weeks using the format of 
stroke play.  

Due to the COVID-19 lock-
down, a number of events 
have had to be piggybacked on 
the same day to � t them all in, 
which will see a feast of golf on 
o� er for the next month or two.

Along with the championship 
round on Saturday will be the 
qualifying round of the singles 
knock out,  the April month-
ly medal sponsored by Brad 
Tweed Painting, and the � rst 
round of the James Price Cap-
tains Pu� er.

Defending club champion 
Andrew Storer will be gun-
ning for his 10th title, but will 
be facing some sti�  opposition 
from the usual suspects: Mitch 
and Dyl Grandell, Ma�  Sellars, 
Dave Booth, Nick Ludington, 
Brandan Hosie, Col McMinn  

and Andrew Nichols.
B grade seems a wide open af-

fair, with any number of golfers 
capable of pulling o�  the main 
prize, but some of the major 
players would be Steve Piggo� , 
Ma� y Ebborn, Mark Hegarty, 
Paul Arnel,Rod Campbell and 
Bob I’Anson, to name but a few.

In C grade we have Jack Dell, 
who is in sublime form, as one 
of the front runners.

I am not sure how a player 
of Jack’s calibre is actually in 
C grade, but he tells me it is 
because of a sustained bout 
of serious hacking of many 
months. Jackie won’t have it all 
his own way, however. Defend-
ing champion Chris Hicks will 
be out to defend his title while 
Ma� y Cline, Ian Clark, Sid 
Roughsedge, Darryl Sheridan 
and Hughie Gunn, amongst 
others, will all be nipping at 
their heels.

May the best men win.

Dyl and Jye reach for the sky

Pole position .... Dylan Grandell watches as his partner Jye 
Warren practises his putting before the start of the Jack Ro-
che fourball
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Richmond vs Hawthorn (MCG)
Western Bulldogs vs GWS Giants (Marvel)
North Melbourne vs Sydney Swans (MS)
Collingwood vs St Kilda (MCG)

Geelong Cats vs Carlton (GMHBA)
Brisbane Lions vs West Coast Eagles (Gabba)
Gold Coast Suns vs Adelaide Crows (Metricon)
Essendon vs Melbourne (MCG (3:35pm
Fremantle vs Port Adelaide (Metricon)
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Richmond
GWS
Sydney
St Kilda
Geelong

West Coast
Adelaide
Essendon
Fremantle

Dominique Cosgriff

ROUND THREE

Last week 2
Beware: Place your tips or you’ll get Doms!

Total 7

&  F U N C T I O N  C E N T R E

shamrockhotel
&  F U N C T I O N  C E N T R E

shamrockhotel
& FUNCTION CENTRE

shamrockhotel

shamrockhotel
&  F U N C T I O N  C E N T R E

 Meals 7 days a week •  TAB facilities and Sky
Drive thru bottleshop • Indoor kids playroom

5-13 Melville St., Numurkah Ph. 5862 1006
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Richmond
Bulldogs
North Melb
Collingwood
Geelong

Brisbane
Gold Coast
Essendon
Fremantle

Chris O’Dwyer

Last week 4 Total 9

NUMURKAH 
GOLF & 
BOWLS 

CLUB Inc.

Waterwheel Bistro 
Open 7 days & nights
BINGO! Tues 11am
Thurs 7.30pm • Sun 2.30pm
Spin & Win Ra�  es
Friday Nights from 7pm
Happy Hour
Friday Nights 6pm to 7pm

www.ngbc.com.au      For more info (03) 5862 3445
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Geelong

West Coast
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Port Adelaide

Kevin Morland

Last week 6 Total 13
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GWS
North Melb
Collingwood
Geelong

Brisbane
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Essendon
Port Adelaide

Troy Knox

Last week 2 Total 9

ROGER AND DONNA SEITER

92-96 Melville Street, Numurkah
Phone. 03 5862 1622 • numfurn@hotmail.com
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Richmond
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North Melb
Collingwood
Geelong

Brisbane
Gold Coast
Melbourne
Port Adelaide

Roger Seiter

Last week 4 Total 10
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Hawthorn
Bulldogs
North Melb
Collingwood
Geelong

Brisbane
Gold Coast
Essendon
Port Adelaide

Danni Woolley

Last week 2 Total 7

Highest Quality, Best Service. Always.

Ph 5862 3007 
75 -85 Meiklejohn Street Numurkah

Beware: Place your tips or you’ll get Bev’s!24/7 FUEL AVAILABLE
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Richmond
GWS
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Geelong

West Coast
Adelaide
Melbourne
Fremantle

Liam Gledhill

Last week 4 Total 11

Lead ... Caption
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Last week 5 Total 11

Numurkah 5862 2023 
Cobram 5872 9919

John Beitzel

Brad Kerry
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Last week 4 Total 12Open 9am every day
NUMURKAH

Brad Kerry
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Lee Agnew

Last week 4 Total 9101 Melville Street, Numurkah   Phone (03) 5862 1849

• Fridge/Freezer  • Clothes Dryer
• Washing Machine  • Ovens

• Cooktops  • Dishwashers  • Hotplates
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Peter Newby

Last week - Total -Last week 3 Total 8
23 Railway Place, Numurkah

Telephone 03 5862 2332    Fax 03 5862 2938

NumurkahLEADERAll Your Printing Needs

2020 AFL2020 AFL BUSINESS  BUSINESS 
TIPPING TIPPING COMPETITIONCOMPETITION
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Peter Bau

Last week 4 Total 7Phone 0409 621 164

75 Melville St
Numurkah
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Nathan Morris

Last week 5 Total 9

RURAL & PLUMBINGRURAL & PLUMBINGRURAL & PLUMBING
Murray ValleyMurray Valley
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5. 
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Num Golf Club
The Bottle-O
MV Rural
MG Trading
Telegraph

Agnews Plumbing+
Shamrock
Num Furniture
GrainCorp
Heritage Park

TOP 10
LEADERBOARD
Round two’s winner

Foodworks

Tracey turns it on for fi rst medal
by “� e Shankster”
WITH the � rst monthly medal on of-

fer for several months, Tracey Clouston 
put on a real show, with a three over par 
round of just 76 shots to win the day’s 
competition at Numurkah Golf and 
Bowls Club last Wednesday.

Trying to make up for lost time, there 
will be several monthly medal rounds in 
quick succession, and this was the April 
round.

Tracey’s 76 shots ne� ed down to 72 
ne� , easily good enough to win the divi-
sion one handicap event, with her near-
est rival Karen Harper, � nishing run-
ner-up with 75 ne� .

Scores haven’t been crash hot since we 
started back playing competition, with 
less run on the course due to some gen-
erous rainfall.

Margot McGrath headed division two 
with 78 ne� , one shot clear of Liz Dell 
on 79.

Balls went to Jeane� e Adams 76, Ro-

byn Hodgkin 77, Julie Daniel 78,  Rose-
mary Rutledge 80, and Helen Schmedje 
with 81 ne� .

Unusually, both of the ne�  winners 
also won the scratch trophies, Tracey 
with 76 and Margot with 102 shots.

Saturday’s golf was the second quali-
fying round of the Jack Roche fourball 
event and Nola Dalton and Bev Hutchins 
turned around a dismal � rst round of -4 
to win the second quali� er with a pleas-
ing score of +5.

Helen Schmedje and Karen Harper put 
together two plus rounds, but lost the 
countback on +5 on Saturday, to � nissh 
in second place.

� ere was also a countback for third 
and fourth places, Gayle Smith and Sha-
ron Cruickshank, who had only paired 
up for the day’s event, winning a count-
back from last week’s winners, Julie Han-
naford and Helen Pickersgill. 

Julie and Helen top quali� ed, and, on 
current form, will be very hard to beat for 

the title. � ey will meet Julie Daniel and 
Di Davies in the � rst knockout round, 
which is to be played by Sunday, June 28.

Helan and Karen will meet Rosemary 
Rutledge and Felicity Booth, who snuck 
in in seventh place, in a terri� c e� ort 
from Rosemary, who played close to half 
of the two rounds on her own, due to her 
partner being unwell.

Nola and Bev will meet Kath Hep-
worth and Loris Houlihan, and the � nal 
match will see Liz Dell and Jenny Lud-
ington take on Bev McIntosh and Jean-
e� e Adams.

Today’s golf will be the Royal Women’s 
Hospital qualifying event, while Satur-
day will be the � rst round of the Satur-
day ne�  championships, a Numurkah 
Leader/R. & K. Smith monthly medal, 
and the � rst round of the Numurkah 
Pharmacy captain’s pu� er.

Next Wednesday will be the May 
monthly medal round.

Just three over ... Tracey Clouston put in a terrifi c round last 
Wednesday to win the fi rst monthly medal round since pre-pan-
demic times.
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“We � nished � � h in 1961 - 

they had top four instead of top 
eight in those days - so we were 
only one place out of the four,” 
he said.

� e successful season was 
slightly marred by an incident 
involving the end of season trip 
however.

“In those days, most country 
sides had a trip away for the 
weekend at the end of the sea-
son, and unbeknownst to me, 
Numurkah had a bit of a his-
tory of some individual players 
� ghting and ge� ing into trou-
ble.

“We went to Wagga and came 
back without incident, and 
I got o�  the bus and walked 
home to Meiklejohn Street.

“When I got to work the next 
morning one of the workmen 
said ‘I see Numurkah footy 
club hasn’t changed - into the 
� ghting again’.

“I said ‘no, everything went 
like clockwork’, and he said ‘no, 
the coppers were in the street 
last night’.

“Turns out, a� er they got 
o�  the bus, four of the players 
picked a � ght with a Cobram 
truckie and he ended up stand-
ing on top of his load with a 
crank handle trying to defend 
himself.

“� ey were charged and end-

ed up having to go to court, so 
all of a sudden the Numurkah 
football club was on the nose.

“I remember going home 
from work and saying to my 
wife Rita ‘if I could sell my con-
tract I would’ but I had no hope 
of selling it.”

As a result, Eric’s weekly 
meeting with the club commit-
tee that Tuesday saw him fac-
ing some tough choices.

“� ey asked me what I 
thought we should do, and I 
knew what I had to do, even 
though I didn’t like it, so I said 
if it was up to me I would let 
the four players go.

“One of them was my best 
mate Ray Wellman, he played 
in the back pocket, the other 
was a centre, and the other two 
were seconds players.

“� e hardest thing I ever did 
in my football career was to say 
that Ray Wellman had to go. 
He knew he’d done the wrong 
thing and had to go, and he 
came back a few years later and 
played another couple of years, 
and we’ve never been anything 
but friends, but that was the 
hardest thing I’ve ever had to 
do in football.”

With all four players given 
an open clearance and sent 
on their way, there was a hole 
in the team, but in  a stunning 
stroke of luck, it was soon 

� lled.
“Six new players just walked 

into the club looking for a 
game,” Eric said.

“� e � rst one was Jimmy Ma-
honey, he was brilliant in the 
back pocket - hard and tough.

“� en there was Ted Mom-
son -  he ended up playing on 
the wing - then there was Dave 
McNamara who was six foot 
four and very gangly, but a ter-
ri� c mark on the forward pock-
et and a ruckman.

“� en there was Glenn Brier-
ly - I knew him because he’d 
played at Brunswick. � ere 
was also Des Shanahan from 
Waaia, his coaching contract 
with Waaia was up and he felt 
like he had a few more years le�  
in him, and lastly, there was Ar-
chie Murdoch.

“All six of them just walked 
into the club and all of them 
played in my grand � nal side in 
1962.

“When I � rst came here, one 
of the commi� ee members 
asked me what made me think 
I could win a premiership for 
Numurkah. I said you’ve got to 
have three things: a � rst class 
commi� ee, which they had, 
run by the president Jack Mar-
tin; you’ve got to have to have 
the ca� le - if you don’t have 
the players you‘ve got no hope; 
thirdly, I was lucky enough to 

be the coach.
“And it doesn’t hurt to have a 

li� le bit of luck.
“In 1962, the luck wasn’t in 

the grand � nal itself, it was in 
the six players that walked into 
the club.

“All I had to do was shu�  e 
them around to where they 
played the best. For instance, 
we played Teddy Momson on 
the ball - a nuggety li� le fella, 
fast, but didn’t like the congest-
ed packs so we put him on the 
wing and he never looked back. 
He was only a li� le bloke and 
he was a brilliant wingman, 
he’d make a beautiful long drop 
kick on the run and land it up 
in the forward pocket.

“We also had a good full for-
ward in Daryl Twi� , who led 
the goal kicking.”

� at year, Eric was also giv-
en the bene� t of an assistant 
coach.

“Don McDonald could see 
that my workload coaching 
both the � rsts and the seconds 
was too much, because I didn’t 
play well in 1961, so they made 
Glenn Brierly my assistant 
coach.”

As history shows, Numurkah 
won the premiership in 1962, 
hi� ing the top of the ladder af-
ter game � ve and staying there 
all year.

Eric said it wasn’t easy 
though, and he had to call 
on his years of experience to 
navigate the � nals season as a 
coach.

“I had a pre� y good ground-
ing at Williamstown and I 
think that’s what allowed me to 
lead  Numurkah into the grand 
� nal,” he said.

“In 1957, Williamstown went 
right through the season unde-
feated - we were undefeated for 
26 games in a row across ‘56 
and ‘57.

“Wally Carter was our coach 
then and he had us � t very ear-
ly in the year which was some-
thing  I did when I came up 
here.

“He never altered his training 
regime all through the year. 
Tuesday night was a long, hard 
session and � ursday he’d give 
us a bit of hard sprinting but 
nothing like on Tuesday night

“� en the � nals came, and he 
altered his tactics and trained 
us hard. On the week’s spell we 
had, instead of doing what he 
usually did, he trained us hard 
both nights. I, myself, was � at-
tened. 

“When we played the fol-
lowing week we got beaten, 
which meant we had to play 
the following week and he 
trained us hard again. He did 
things he never did during the 
season like giving us hot sea 
baths. Whether that cost us the 
premiership nobody will ever 
know.

“So in 1962 I didn’t change 
my tactics, even on the weeks 
we had a spell, because my 
thoughts went back to 1957.”

However, despite Eric’s best 
laid plans, a bit of bad luck the 
week of the grand � nal meant it 
wasn’t all smooth sailing.

“We were doing match prac-

tice - forwards against backs - 
and Jimmy Mahoney came out 
of the pack with blood pouring 
out of his head.

“� ey took him to the doc-
tor and stitched him up, and 
I didn’t see him again until 
� ursday night’s practice.

“He came out on the ground 
with a big plaster on his eye 
and he did his two laps and I 
called him over. I said ‘how do 
you feel about Saturday?’, and 
told him I had him in my side.

“He said he was frightened 
he’d let the side down, so I said 
‘what about the bench?’.

“In those days, you only had 
two on the bench, and if you  
were on the bench and you 
went on you had to stay on, the 
other player couldn’t go back 
on.

“He hummed and hahed and 
said ‘yeah it’s alright, but it’s a 
risk’.

“I didn’t � nd out until 20 
years later at a reunion that he 
had 12 stitches in his eye.”

Following training that night, 
it started raining and didn’t 
stop until Saturday morning.

“When I got to Tocumwal at 
about 12 o’clock on grand � nal 
day they were pumping water 
o�  the ground.

“� e ball would hit the 
ground and just skid. But I 
knew what to do - I was in the 
back pocket - because I had so 
much experience.”

� ough Jimmy Mahoney 
spent most of the game on 
the bench alongside Archie 
Murdoch, Eric made sure they 
didn’t miss out completely.

“I told George Brown, the 
head trainer, that if we were 
two or three goals up with � ve 
minutes to go, bring the two 
boys on the bench on. At three 
quarter time we were 14 points 
up, which was what we won by, 
so Jimmy and Archie got a run 
in the grand � nal.”

With Numurkah having the 
seniors, seconds and thirds all 
in the grand � nal, it was a great 
day for the club - but not quite 
a dream run.

Whilst the seniors and thirds 
walked away with the � ag, the 
seconds didn’t quite get there.

“� e seconds got beaten be-
cause if you’d played more than 
eight or more games in the sen-
iors, you couldn’t drop back to 
the seconds,” Eric explained.

“It sometimes meant that a 
good player would miss out on 
a grand � nal.

“� e selectors had to be care-
ful, and if they knew the � rsts 
weren’t going to make the 
grand � nal they’d look out for 
the seconds and keep people 
back.

“Because the � rsts were in the 
grand � nal they had nobody to 
drop back to the seconds for 
the grand � nal, so the seconds 
lost.”

However, with the � rsts, sec-
onds and thirds all walking into 
the grand � nal at the top of the 
ladder, Numurkah also won the 
inaugural Sco� ish Cream Cup. 

In 1963, Numurkah made 
the � nals again, but Eric is 
convinced that rather than giv-

ing them an advantage, the pre-
liminary � nal being played at 
home actually worked against 
them.

“We were playing Nathalia 
at Numurkah and I thought 
‘beauty, we’re playing at 
home’,” he said.

“I’d always address the play-
ers before the game, at half 
time and three quarter time. 
Usually all the commi� ee men 
would be there too, but be-
cause Numurkah were running 
the � nal they were all out doing 
stu�  - on the gate and parking 
cars and that sort of thing. 

“� e room was dead and I 
just couldn’t li�  the players and 
get them going again no ma� er 
what I said.

“I still reckon we should have 
won the grand � nal that year, 
and I reckon if we’d been play-
ing somewhere else we would 
have.”

Eric decided to retire as head 
coach a� er that fateful home 
game, but stayed on as assistant 
to Max Byers.

“I played half a year in 1964, 
and got injured and then never 
played again,” he said.

� ough he also gave up a 
coaching role a� er that season, 
Eric gave the club another two 
decades as a commi� ee mem-
ber and selector.

� ough Eric said winning a 
total of six premierships is hard 
to beat as a career highlight, be-
ing named in Williamstown’s 
team of the century in 2003 
achieved it. 

Making that team was no 
small feat given that, having 
been formed in 1864, there 
were well over 1,000 players to 
choose from.

In fact, when he � rst received 
the invitation to the presenta-
tion event at Crown Palladium, 
Eric wasn’t going to go.

“� ey selected 100 players, 
and then, on the night of the 
presentation, they announced 
the team, so you didn’t know if 
you’d made it until the night,” 
he said.

“Tickets were $120 each, and 
that was a few bob. To be eligi-
ble for selection you either had 
to have won a best and fairest, 
been in a premiership winning 
side or played 50 games. When 
I thought about it I realised 
I only had one bloke to beat 
- Reg Harley, he’d won a best 
and fairest.

“I booked a table of 10 and 
all the kids and their partners 
came. Being back pocket, I was 
� rst cab o�  the rank to be an-
nounced. We were all ecstatic 
when they called out my name. 

Whilst the team of the cen-
tury is his proudest achieve-
ment in football, very closely 
followed by all those premier-
ships, Eric said there is another 
great bene� t to his career that 
he can never overlook.

“On top of everything else, 
I got a lot of mateship out of 
football. If I run into anyone 
I played with, I still stop and 
have a yarn to them. You’d 
make more mates playing foot-
ball than anything else in the 
world I reckon.”
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Lucky 
career 

for Eric
WHEN Eric Beitzel tried to break in to the 

VFL in the mid 1950s, he didn’t have a lot of 
luck.  But, in terms of his football career, that’s 
pre� y much where luck of the bad variety ended 
for him.

Eric played in six grand � nals, with his team 
emerging victorious every time, coached a win-
ning premiership team and was named in Wil-
liamstown’s team of the century.

“I couldn’t have asked for more in my football 
career - I got more out of it than I ever expected,” 
he said.

“I played in six grand � nals and we won the lot; 
a lot of blokes play a lot of footy, and are be� er 
players than me, and never play in a grand � nal.”

Eric’s career started in his home town of Maf-
fra, where he played 50 senior games.

It was at Ma� ra , where his nickname was chick-
en because of his small stature, that he made the 
connections that would draw him to the city.

“A lot of city blokes who couldn’t get into the 
league would come to the country to play be-
cause they could make £12 a week. Jack Roberts, 
an ex-Richmond player, was playing with us and 
made me look a champion. Every time he went 
into the ruck he’d come out and hit me  with the 
ball right on my chest.

“Our coach was Alan Broadway, an ex-
Footscray player, and he got in touch with them 
and I ended up training with Footscray,” he said.

As a lifelong supporter of Fitzroy, where he 

had an uncle on the commi� ee, Eric would rath-
er have trained with them, but as they had the 
two best rovers in the league at the time, Allen 
Ruthven and George Coates, he had no hope of 
ge� ing in the side.

As it was, he couldn’t get a guernsey at 
Footscray either.

“I went there in 1953, and they won the 
premiership in 1954. � ey had a really strong 
side and it was too hard to break in.”

All wasn’t lost though, as Eric was o� ered a run 
with Williamstown, and went there in 1955 to 
� ll the roles of back-pocket and half back � ank.

“Williamstown was a good club and a good 
team - they and Port Melbourne were the two 
top sides in the VFA at the time. Williamstown 
had won the premiership in 1954, but I didn’t re-
alise that when I started there in 1955.”

Eric had found the team for him, and was more 
than happy ge� ing paid £5 to play while he made 
£15 a week as a welder for Massey Ferguson, 
which was then Massey Harris. 

His pay increased to £6 .10 a week when he was 
made vice captain in 1959.

From 1955 until 1960, Eric had an almost 
dream run with Williamstown, playing 113 
games  including winning premierships in 
1955,1956, 1958 and 1959.

As vice-captain in 1959 and 1960, Eric also 
� lled the captain’s role on just one occasion - but 
it was a memorable one. 

“I only ever captained Williamstown once - we 
played Coburg and we were neck and neck all 
day,” he said.

“When the � nal siren went I looked up at the 
score board and it was a draw. I thought ‘bugger, 
the only game I ever captain and I didn’t win or 
lose’. � en the Williamstown secretary  came 
into the rooms a� erwards and said the score 
board was wrong, and we’d won by a point. 

“I reckon I’m the only footballer who’s got a 
100% win rate as a captain.”

During that time, Eric was also o� ered another 
opportunity to have a shot at playing in the VFL, 
but decided not to take it.

“Wally Carter went back to North Melbourne 
to coach a� er Williamstown, and he asked me to 
go with him,” he said.

“But I was 28 by then, and I told him I felt like 
I’d played my best football, and I’d been well 
looked a� er at Williamstown, so I’d see out my 
playing days there.”

Eric then decided that 1960 would be his � nal 
year as a footballer, but during the � nals that year 
fate intervened to draw him north.

“� ere was only about two sides south of the 
Yarra - Williamstown and Yarraville - and when 
we played teams on the other side of the Yarra 
we’d come back to Murray Johnson’s pub on  
Swanson Street and have a drink there a� er-
wards,” he said.

“In 1960, a� er we got lost the � rst semi-� nal we 

were having a beer at the pub and Wally Carter, 
who coached me in the � rst three premierships, 
introduced me to Don McDonald, the secretary 
of the Numurkah footy club.

“� ey wanted Jerry Callaghan, who was Cap-
tain of Williamstown and went on to coach, to 
go up to the club, but they had no hope of ge� ing 
him.

“I’d played in four premierships and was think-
ing of retiring, so they thought I might � t the bill.

“One of the questions I asked Don McDonald 
was where did Numurkah � nish that year. He 
said second last, and I thought, ‘well that’s alright 
then, we can only go upwards’.

� e deal was sealed at the pub the following 
week, a� er Williamstown was knocked out of 
the � nals, and Don McDonald was there again 
with Ray Wellman, who was a Numurkah player.

“� ey invited me up here and I had a meeting 
with them on a Sunday and they o� ered me the 
job as a playing coach,” Eric said.

“It was the � rst time I’d ever been to Numur-
kah - my father’s sister had lived here; she was 
married to the bloke who was in charge of state 
rivers - but they were gone before I got here.

“When we moved up we arrived on a hell of a 
hot day, but Don McDonald made sure we got 
se� led in, and we were looked a� er very well.”

In his � rst year as a playing coach, Eric im-
proved the side’s fortunes considerably.

Story Continued page 15

A little bit of luck... Eric 
Beitzel has enjoyed a 
football career which would 
be the envy of many 
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