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or send us an email
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at St Joseph’s in 2021
* Tours and open day dates  to be advised 

* Visit our website for  more school information

www.sjnumurkah.catholic.edu.au

Thank you

STAFF at NCN Health’s Numurkah campus received a surprise gift of thanks 
on Monday.  From left: Marie Coonerty, Beth Adams, Diya Jose, Michelle 
Strawhorn, Julie Jenkins, Pam Malcolm, Sophie Jorgensen and Rosemary 
Hicks were happy to receive these gifts and know the community appreciates 
their eff orts.  See story page 3.

See story pages 5 & 6
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with 
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PETERCOX& SONSFUNERALDIRECTORS
Professional service tailored to your needs

Locally owned & operated     24 hours - 7 days a week

Funeral calls and information

5862 3047
Cnr Meiklejohn & Quinn Streets

ACCREDITED MEMBER OF THE AUSTRALIAN FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION
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Maurice McNamara & Co
Maurice McNamara & Co

 56 Melville Street, Numurkah
Phone (03) 5862 1077

www.mcnamara.com.au

Expressions of Interest are sought for this immaculately 
presented 3 bedroom home that is now available for 
sale for relocation.
Home size is approximately 12 squares and features 
include 3 bedrooms, formal entry, spacious family 
living/dining, kitchen with original features and walk 
in pantry, modernised bathroom with easy access to 
shower, laundry and separate toilet.
All natural gas appliances including ducted gas heating 
are included as is the evaporative cooling unit.
Expressions of interest may close at any time and 
vendor will consider all offers.
Price excludes all relocation costs which will be at the 
expense of the purchaser.

Price Guide $50,000 to $55,000

HOUSE FOR REMOVAL

LEAVE NO 
ONE IN NEED

salvationarmy.org.au

Please donate now

LEAVE
NO ONE
IN NEED

salvationarmy.org.au

RED 
SHIELD 
APPEAL

Please donate now

LAST Wednesday a� ernoon was a chaotic 
one across the district, with a brief but powerful 
storm dumping more than 40mm of rain in less 
than an hour, and wild winds tearing through 
the Katunga district.

Whilst Numurkah residents, particularly in 
the north of town, waited nervously for inun-
dated streets to drain, the Numurkah SES unit 
and local � re brigades, along with sta�  from 
VicRoads and Moira Shire, were kept busy re-
sponding to reports of damage caused by strong 
winds across the district.

In terms of property damage, residents of Pin-
nucks Road, Katunga copped the worst of it, 
with one home le�  uninhabitable a� er sections 
of the roof and side of the home were torn o�  
, along with limbs of trees across the property.

Whilst other dwellings along Pinnucks Road 
escaped relatively unscathed, corrugated iron 
from a number of outbuildings were strewn 

across paddocks, as was washing and garden 
furniture.

For several hours late in the day, Numurkah 
SES unit was the second busiest unit in the state 
of Victoria, just behind Benalla, as it respond-
ed to 17 calls for help, most relating to downed 
trees. 

Two crews were kept busy until well a� er dark. 
Local � re brigades were also in demand, with 

two trees causing � res when they came down 
on power lines at Strathmerton - one at Lorenzs 
Road, between Fowlers Road and Reynoldsons 
Road, and another at Labuan Road, between 
Montgomery and Rankins Roads. 

While Strathmerton brigade was busy extin-
guishing those � res and standing guard until 
Powercor arrived, Numurkah brigade turned 
out to assist the SES in cleaning up a� er storm 
damage, cu� ing up fallen trees and also pump-
ing water from under a house in Russell Street.

Russell St, along with Paterson, Miller, 
McGregor and Burki�  Streets, were under water 
for some time as the drains struggled under the 
deluge, unable to cope with such a large volume 
of water in such a short space of time.

Moira Shire Executive Manager Operations 
Rick Devlin said that, fortunately, due to fore-
warning of the storm, the shire’s outdoor team 
was able to clean out the drains, particularly at 
the retardation basins, and checked all storm 
water pumps in preparation.

 “Our drainage infrastructure worked accord-
ing to plan, however the rain fell very heavily 
during a short space of time,” he said.

“� is meant it took our drains and pumps a bit 
longer to disperse the water. 

“We understand some streets had quite a deal 
of water pooling up during the rain period, how-
ever this has now cleared.”

Wild weather blitzes district

Lake McGregor ... McGregor Street residents had a nervous couple of hours while they waited for the drains to clear the storm water. 

An awful lot of water in one place ...
The corner of Miller and Burkitt Streets 
was well and truly submerged at 4pm last 
Wednesday.

Fore! ... A tree at the second hole on Numurkah Golf and 
Bowls Club was a casualty of the storm.

Tarps tell the tale ... This home on Pinnucks Road Katunga was left 
uninhabitable after strong winds tore off sections of its roof and side. 

Paterson Street ... Some Paterson Street 
residents had no choice but to follow the 
stay-at-home orders on Wednesday after-
noon as water blocked their exits.

Underwater on Russell ... Russell Street was 
blocked off by storm water, with the fi re brigade 
required to pump water out from underneath one 
house. 
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Come and explore your opportunitiesCome and explore your opportunities

For an enrolment pack, enquire at: 
St Mary of the Angels Secondary College, Ph: 03 5866 2222
Email: principal@smotanathalia.catholic.edu.au
Or visit us at www.smotanathalia.catholic.edu.au
  stmarysnathalia  stmarysnathalia

ENROLMENTS ARE 
NOW OPEN

Enrolment Closing Date: Friday, 26th of June 2020

Scholarships are now available
Scholarship Application Closing Date: 

Monday, 1st of June 2020

THE COVID-19 crisis has thrown many things 
that we all take for granted into sharp relief - not 
least the courage and care shown by health ser-
vice sta�  all over the world.

On a local level, health sta�  may not have been 
exposed to the scenes of inundation we’ve seen 
played out in other cities around the world, but 
the threat has always been there, and they have 
turned up to do their jobs, day a� er day, in the 
face of it.

Across the globe, along with the chaos and the 
courage, have come scenes of humble thanks, 
and one Numurkah woman has reached out to 
local health sta�  with a gesture to let them know 
their e� orts are appreciated. 

On Monday, Numurkah’s Kirsty Rankin deliv-
ered a basket of gi� s to NCN Health’s Numurk-
ah campus, with 140 packages each containing a 
tube of Body Shop hand cream and a chocolate.

Kirsty said she had been inspired by the global 
movement to thank health workers for stepping 
up in humanity’s time of need.

“Health workers are having to work extra hard 
at the moment and do things they wouldn’t usu-
ally have to, and they are prepared to put them-
selves at risk to do it,” she said. 

“� ey deserve recognition and thanks for that.”
Kirsty said that, as she is a Body Shop at Home 

consultant, the hand creams were easy to come 
by, and other community members also pitched 
in with donations.

“I made the gi�  on behalf of the whole commu-
nity, because I know that everyone is so grateful 
for our health sta� , especially at the moment,” 
Kirsty said. 

 NCN Health sta�  were thrilled to receive the 
gi� s, with Registered Nurse Diya Jose saying it 
was a lovely surprise for a Monday morning.

 “� ere has been a lot happening around Nu-
murkah hospital and aged care, we are very busy 
managing the extra demands due to COVID-19 
and this gi�  was a lovely gesture from Kirsty and 
the community,” she said.

“It does make you feel supported knowing peo-
ple in the town appreciate what we are doing and 
are thinking of us.

“I have never tried Body Shop products before, 
so that was a bit of a treat as well.”

Kirsty, who presented a similar gi�  to the sta�  
of Ritchies IGA Numurkah in recognition of 
their e� orts in the current crisis, said she raises 
money and goods each month to donate to a 
chosen cause.

“April was all about the health service, which is 
more important now than ever,” she said.

Hero health staff  get a nice surprise

 Brigades kept busy

Thank you ... Kirsty included a heartfelt 
note with the gift, which she made on 
behalf of the whole community.

THE recent cold snap hasn’t signalled a rest for Nu-
murkah district � re brigades, with local brigades re-
sponding to six incidents in the past week. 

Last Wednesday’s stormy weather kept brigades busy, 
with trees coming down onto power lines accounting for 
two turn outs in the a� ernoon.

� e � rst one, at 3.35pm, was at Lorenzs Road, Strath-
merton, between Fowlers Road and Reynoldsons Road. 

� e second, at 6.35pm, saw Strathmerton and Yar-
roweyah brigades being called to Labuan Road, Strath-
merton, between Montgomery Road and Rankins Road. 
A wet tree limb was suspended on the power lines, which 
were live, causing the limb to ‘sparkle like a Christmas 
tree’. In both cases, the � re brigade did tra�  c control 
until Powercor could get there and rectify the problem.  
Yarroweyah was not required.

 At 5.10pm that day Numurkah brigade turned out to 
assist the SES in cleaning up a� er storm damage, cu� ing 
up fallen trees and also pumping water from under a 
house in Russell Street.

 At 8.25pm on � ursday, Yarroweyah brigade was 

turned out to a reported wash away on the Goulburn 
Valley Highway at the corner of Sheehan Road, Koono-
omoo. 

On arrival, they found it was a truck rollover and they 
remained on scene until 1.30am.

 Saturday started early for Strathmerton and Yar-
roweyah brigades when they were turned out at 5.45am 
to assist Cobram brigade at a kitchen � re at Frank Tal-
bot Drive, Cobram. Strathmerton and Yarroweyah were 
stopped enroute.

At 5.40pm on Sunday, Yarroweyah and Cobram bri-
gades were turned out to an unde� ned � re at Goulburn 
Valley Highway, Koonoomoo, between Koonoomoo/
Mywee and Torgannah Roads. � e property owner was 
burning a heap rubbish but had not registered the burn-
o�  with Vic� re. � e � re brigade was not required.

 In a mark of respect, local � re brigades were among 
brigades across the state that sounded their sirens at 
5.40pm last Wednesday, in memory of the four Victoria 
Police members who tragically lost their lives while serv-
ing the community.

POLICE are asking for help in � nding 27 year-old Simranjeet Bhullar, 
(pictured above)  who went missing between Cobram and Shepparton. He was 
last seen at about 9pm last � ursday, April 30.  

� e vehicle he was travelling in was located on Sunday a� ernoon at the 
intersection of Campbell Road and Powerline Road. An extensive search of the 
area was conducted, including the Airwing, water police and mounted police.

Anyone with any information is asked to contact Cobram police or crime 
stoppers.

Police 
search 
for
man 
missing 
between 
Cobram 
and 
Shepp
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Latest
Information

For the most up-to-date information regarding COVID-19 please go to 
our website or www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

The COVID-19 Financial Hardship Policy is 
just one of  many initiatives we are putting in 
place and will apply to all rateable properties 
in Moira Shire.

We are not charging user fees to sporting 
clubs that use municipal land and buildings 
whose seasons are affected.

We have also waived the rent for the June 
quarter on enterprises that operate from 
Council-owned or managed land.

Our Community Team has 
been checking in with various 
community groups and 
service providers, gathering 
an understanding of how 
communities are coping during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Remaining connected is important 
and social media has become a 
lifeline for some people.

We have also heard reports of 
community ring-arounds and 
letter writing groups and it is 
pleasing how our communities 
have adapted to the current 
restrictions.

The services that have stayed open 
have ensured vulnerable people 
within our shire still have access to 
the essentials. 

Reports of people cooking meals 
for others, neighbours checking 
in on one another and businesses 
moving to takeaways and online 
shopping and deliveries. 

The feedback we have received 
has been overwhelmingly 
positive, and as always, towns 
across the shire are banding 
together to look after each other 
and remain resilient.

Our immunisation 
sessions have 
ceased to be drop-in 
sessions and have moved 
to scheduled appointment times. This 
arrangement will continue for the 
foreseeable future.

Importantly, only those receiving a 
vaccine and their parent/carer are to 
attend their scheduled appointment. 
DO NOT ATTEND if you or your child is 
unwell.

Please contact us on 5871 9222 to 
book your appointment.

During this unprecedented health crisis, 
we can all do our bit to support the local 
community by shopping local and even 
though you might not be able to ‘dine out’ 
there are multiple options for ‘take away’ 
food.

Many businesses are looking to adapt and 
use new ways to do business, so if you 
are shopping online why not try a local 
business first.

ECONOMIC SUPPORT

CONNECTED 

REMAINING 

NRS
133 677

Email
info@moira.vic.gov.au

Facebook
facebook.com/moirashirecouncil

Phone
5871 9222

SHOP LOCAL, 

BUY LOCAL

IMMUNISATION

UPDATE
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An important message from the Victorian Government

More information on testing at coronavirus.vic.gov.au

IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE CORONAVIRUS, 
GET TESTED TODAY. 

Mild flu-like 
symptoms.

Cough or 
cold.

Sore throat or  
runny nose.

If you have any of these symptoms, get tested today and save lives.

IF you’ve ever been to PALS Numur-
kah on a normal weekday, a visit there 
right now will strike you as ever so 
slightly eerie.

Where you’d usually � nd up to 30 cli-
ents cooking, enjoying activities such as 
sport, gardening or cra� s, or piling onto 
the bus for an outing, now, in a true sign 
of the times, you’re met by just a couple 
of clients and workers.

Under current restrictions prohibit-
ing group gatherings, PALS has had no 
choice but to cancel its normal schedule 
of activities, but manager Linda Boyd 
said the organisation is still very much 
there for its clients.

“We are doing more one to one work 
than we have ever done before,” she said.

“We’re lucky in that the way the Nu-
murkah facility is set up, we can have a 
client and a worker each in di� erent in-
door or outdoor sections, and that way 
we can have a few clients here at a time.”

PALS is having clients at the centre 
on a roster that allows them to take part 
in activities for two or three hours at a 
time, 

When the Leader visited the centre 
on Monday morning we saw two PALS 
clients making the most of the sunshine, 
taking part in their favourite outdoor 
activities.

Whilst John McPherson meticulous-
ly steered the ride-on mower around 
the centre’s lawns, Cameron Allert was 
planting beans in the vege garden at the 
other side of the centre.

“Gardening is one of my favourite 
things to do, and I really like wood work 
as well,” Cameron said.

Ms Boyd said that, although it’s dif-
� cult to make programs work without 
group activities, sta�  are doing their 
best whilst being mindful of not having 
too many people at the centre at once.

“We’re trying to give clients some-

thing to do whilst making sure we do 
the right thing by them from a safety 
perspective,” she said. 

Around 50% of PALS’ usual clients are 
still a� ending the centre on a limited 
basis.

“Our clients are in a vulnerable cate-
gory, as many of them have underlying 
health issues along with disabilities, and 
that puts them at high risk of bad out-
comes from COVID-19 if they were to 
catch it,” Ms Boyd said.

“Some of their families don’t want 
them seeing anybody outside the home, 
which is perfectly understandable, but 
we are in weekly contact with all of the 
families to make sure they know we are 
still here if they need anything.”

Some PALS clients live in two group 
homes in Numurkah, and sta�  are mak-
ing sure to get them out of the house for 
exercise as o� en as possible.

“We have a sta�  member take them 
out for a walk so they can get a change 
of scenery and some fresh air,” Ms Boyd 
said. 

PALS sta�  have also been busy pu� ing 
together activity packs to give clients 
something to do at home.

“We will be delivering packs to all their 
homes this week with projects they can 
create for Mothers Day,” Ms Boyd said. 

“� e packs have biscuits, plus 
everything they need to decorate them, 
as well as supplies and instructions to 
make a Mothers Day card, and we’ll also 
be making an instructional video that 
they can follow online.

“We’re also pu� ing together packs for 
them to plant succulents in mugs, which 
we’ll deliver next week.

“Our clients like routine and they like 
to be busy, so we are trying to think out-
side the square to keep their spirits up 
until we are able to run the centre, and 
the op-shop, normally again.”

PALS providing to one client at a time
Keeping busy and safe ... Cameron Allert, 
who is one PALS client visiting the centre on 
a roster system, makes sure the vege gar-
den doesn’t get neglected during lock-down.

His favourite thing ... John 
McPherson makes sure PALS’ lawns 
stay in tip-top condition. 
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 Your family. Your business
Payments available 
for household expenses  
The Victorian Government is proudly supporting 
The Country Women’s Association of Victoria (CWA) 
Drought Relief Program. The program offers payments 
of up to $3000 to assist eligible farming families to 
pay household expenses such as food, household 
and medical bills.

The program is available to eligible irrigation farm businesses, 
including those that have transitioned from irrigation production 
systems to dryland production since 1 July 2018, located in 
the Goulburn Murray Irrigation District.

For more information and to apply contact the CWA online 
at cwaofvic.org.au or email drought@cwaofvic.org.au.

For more information about the program and other available 
drought support visit agriculture.vic.gov.au/dryseasons 
or call 136 186.

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

A CUPPA WITH DOMA CUPPA WITH DOM

ONE of the many simple 
pleasures the current 
social distancing regu-
lations have robbed us 
of, is the freedom to get 
together for a cuppa 
and a chat.
Fortunately, before 
those regulations kicked 
in, the Leader took the 
opportunity to sit down 
with a few well-known 
locals and to get to 
know them even better.
Through a mixture of 
seemingly light-hearted 
questions, and a few 
deeper, more specifi c 
ones, we gain an insight 
into these familiar faces 
and learn some things 
we might never have 
otherwise guessed.

Time 
for
a cuppa

Full name: Adam Paul Drust
Age: 37
Marital status: Partnered, no kids
Schools a� ended: Buronga Primary School, 

Merbein Primary School, Kerang Primary 
School, Mooroopna High School, TAFE.

Summer or winter? Summer
Beach or mountains? Both
Oscar the Grouch or Cookie Monster?

Cookie Monster
Crunchie or Violet Crumble? Crunchie
Elvis or � e Beatles? Beatles
AC/DC or INXS? INXS
Favourite colour? Don’t have one
Favourite song? I’ve got lots of favourites, but 

at the moment I’d say Right by You, by Tuka.
Favourite TV show? Any type of crime series, 

NCIS or one of those ones.
Favourite movie? Snatch
Favourite book? At the moment it’s Spice, by 

Christine Man� eld 
Do you make lists? Yes
Who do you admire? Ordinary people
If you could have one superpower what 

would you choose?
Mind reading, because then I’d know what you 

were going to ask next.
Which of the seven deadly sins do you com-

mit most o� en?
Probably jealousy.  I � nd it’s easy to get jealous 

of other people’s success - or perceived success 
anyway. You see someone with the white picket 
fence and the model wife and beautiful kids and 
pre� y car and I’m here working like a man-slave 
and I don’t have that much to show for it. But you 
speak to people who, from the outside, look like 
they’ve got everything and they’re not that hap-
py. So it’s all just perception really, but it’s an easy 
trap to fall into.

What kind of kid were you?
I was a great kid, of course. I don’t have a lot of 

memories of myself as a kid, but I suppose I was 
pre� y quiet. I moved primary schools twice so I 
sort of had to � nd a way to get along with other 
kids at whatever age I was. I could run fast, so I 
ran.

I moved to Mooroopna at the start of year sev-
en and I didn’t want to go, I wanted to stay where 
I was with my friends. � en we came down to 
look at the house and I saw there was a McDon-
ald’s in Shepp and I thought ‘Maybe this place is 
alright’. First day of high school and I didn’t know 
anyone, but I made friends along the way and it 

was okay.
When you were a kid, what did you want to 

be when you grew up?
 � rough my secondary schooling I was very 

computer focussed; all my work experience and 
subject choices were based around IT, but in 
terms of what I was passionate about, I always 
enjoyed cooking, so that’s where I ended up.

If you weren’t a cook what you be?
I think this is in me now. Occasionally when 

I’ve had a bad day I’ll think ‘I want to be a truck 
driver and just drive around with my dog and 
listen to music and think’. But really, I’m happy 
doing what I’m doing. I’ve never found anything 
that can give me the same rush as two busy hours 
in the kitchen with people everywhere and hav-
ing to focus on knowing where everyone is and 
knowing what you’re doing. It’s very rewarding 
but you need to want to do it - you’re head has 
to be in it, and you can tell when people are just 
doing it to pay the bills.

I’ve had work experience kids, and they say 
they want to be a chef and I say ‘Really? Why? 
Do you know what you’re in for?’ It can be hard, 
but I love it. 

Do you have a favourite food? 
Pasta is probably my go to, I started out in an 

Italian restaurant and I really developed a love 
of pasta. For an ingredient to cook with, I’m all 
about eggplant at the moment. I don’t really en-
joy eating it because I don’t like the texture, but I 
love cooking with it.

You are quite collaborative with the food 
you deliver, where does that come from?

I just meet people and � nd out they can cook 
di� erent cuisines and invite them to work with 
me. It kind of goes back to the saying on the 
wall; I’m at the point where I’m not afraid to ask 
and try new things and work with new people. 
I just ask the questions and sometimes they say 
yes and sometimes they say no, but you’ll never 
know if you don’t ask.

You have ‘Fortes Fortuna Adiuvat’, painted 
on the wall of the cafe. What does that mean, 
and why did you choose it?

It’s ‘fortune favours the bold’ in Latin and it’s 
just a bit of a philosophy or mantra to go by. It’s a 
bit of a reminder to myself to not be a sheep, be a 
shepherd; take a chance, have faith and hopefully 
it will pay you back.

With all the madness happening in recent 
times, you’ve been a bit of a voice in the com-
munity in reaching out to people and being 

A cuppa with Adam

Fortune favours the bold.... Cafe 
Mierlo owner Adam Drust is a man 
who is not afraid to take a chance.



NumurkahLEADER, Wednesday, May 6, 2020 — 7

Our draft Budget and 
Strategic Resource 
Plan are available 
online and hard copies 
can be mailed out to 
you by request.

Make a submission

You can provide your 
feedback in a written 
submission: 

Online
moira.vic.gov.au

Email
info@moira.vic.gov.au

Mail
PO Box 578 
Cobram VIC 3643

We are now seeking your 
feedback on the draft 2020/21 
Budget and the 2020-2024 
Strategic Resource Plan.

What’s in the budget? 
The rates, fees and charges for the 
coming year including:

• The rate in the dollar that is used 
to calculate rates for individual 
properties;

• A comprehensive list of identified 
capital works projects and 
programs for the shire to maintain 
and renew roads, bridges and 
footpaths, sporting facilities 
and playgrounds, irrigation and 
drainage.

• A detailed explanation of the 
funding we have allocated to 
enable the delivery of more than 
100 council services including 
rubbish collection, immunisations, 
sports and recreation facilities, 
town planning and tourism 
development.

How much will my rates 
increase?
Your rates are calculated by 
multiplying the rate in the dollar 
(set by Council and detailed in 
the budget) by the value of your 
property (determined by the Victorian 
Government’s valuation process). Our 
budget will comply with the Victorian 
Government’s rate cap of 2%.

What projects will  
Council deliver?
Please see the budget document for a 
detailed listing of all the projects and 
programs we propose to deliver in 
2020/21.

What’s in the Strategic 
Resource Plan?
The Strategic Resource Plan proposes 
nearly $90 million of works over 
the four-year period to 2024 and 
identifies priority investment areas 
including almost $20 million of new 
and upgraded infrastructure and 
investment in drainage and flood 
mitigation works.

Have your say on Moira Shire Council’s 

2020/21 Budget and Strategic Resource Plan

What happens to your submission?

• When you lodge your submission 
please indicate if you would like to 
speak to your submission during a 
Committee of Council Meeting that 
will commence at 5pm Wednesday  
3 June 2020. Submitters will be 
strongly encouraged to appear by 
electronic means to ensure COVID-19 
stay-at-home compliance.

• Written feedback received by Council 
by 5pm Wednesday 27 May 2020 
will be considered by Council before 
adopting the draft 2020/21 Budget 
and Strategic Resource Plan.

• Council is required to provide a written 
response to your submission – once 
the Budget and Strategic Resource 
Plan have been adopted.

• All submissions, including the 
submitter’s name and address, will 
be available at the meetings and 
on public display for the 12 months 
following.

How to have your say ...

A CUPPA WITH DOMA CUPPA WITH DOM
honest about how you’re 
feeling about what’s go-
ing on and how you were 
struggling with it a bit 
- where does that come 
from, is there a philosophy 
behind it?

I was always a bit of an in-
trovert. I hid in the kitchen. 
It was my safe place. I would 
go hide in the kitchen and I 
didn’t go out of my way to 
seek the company of people 
for a lot of years. I was okay 
with people I worked with 
and was familiar with, but 
that was about it.

But then my job became 
more customer service fo-
cussed and I bought this 
place and I had to be a lot 
more forward and up front 
and I found that I enjoyed 
it. I found I had a captive au-
dience and a creative mind 
and I didn’t want to waste it. 

I started reaching out and 
trying to help where I can.

We’re all in this together 
and helping the community 
has helped me too. It’s given 
me a sense of accomplish-
ment, being able to help 
other people. It’s fairly deep 
seated in my upbringing as 
well. My parents taught me 
to be respectful and look out 
for others. 

Especially being in a small 
community - without the 
customers I have no reason 
to be here, so I treat them 
well and they treat me well.

You have the cafe up for 
sale - what’s next?

I don’t know, but I feel like 
I’ve climbed this mountain 
and it runs as well as it can 
and it’s probably had its 
peak.

What do you do to relax?
Being in the kitchen is 

relaxing for me. When the 
shop’s not open and there’s 
nobody else around, I’ll put 
the music on and prep food. 
I don’t have a lot of time to 
do much else, but I do like 
to walk my dogs and that’s 
pre� y calming and soothing.

You have dogs, does that 
mean you’re not a cat per-
son?

De� nitely not a cat person. 
I’m a third generation cat 
hater.

If you won Powerball, 
what would you do?

My ultimate dream is to 
have a small cafe on the 
beach in a small town some-
where. Get up in the morn-
ing, have a surf, go to work 
and then sit on the balcony 
with a red wine. I’d love to be 
in a small coastal town with 
fresh local produce, very in-
timate and relaxed.

What is the most valu-
able lesson you learned 
along the way?

You’ve got to seize oppor-
tunities. Don’t hold back, 
take nothing for granted and 
just go for it.

My � rst real job was in a 

100 seat restaurant and I was 
the kitchen gopher, jack of 
all trades helping Frankie the 
chef. I came in one morning 
and Gino, one of the owners, 
said ‘I’ve sacked Frankie, do 
you want the job?’ On the 
inside I was like ‘I’m not 
ready for this’, but on the 
outside I was like ‘Hell yeah, 
let’s do it!’ and that was that.

I’d never even cooked a 
piece of � sh, but I learned to 
do things on the � y. 

� at place closed down - 
they had a Greek, an Italian 
and a Turkish bloke running 
it and they couldn’t agree on 
much. But when one door 
closes another one opens 
and I just moved on from 
there and other opportu-
nities came up and I took 
them. 

What one issue do you 
feel humankind needs to 
resolve to ensure a posi-
tive future?

Climate change. And pov-
erty as well. � ey reckon 
there will be double the 
number of people  facing 
food insecurity a� er the 
coronavirus, and we really 
need to sort that out. � ey 
say before long we might not 
be able to produce enough 
food for everyone - not 
enough food, not enough 
water, so we need to start 
working on how to deal with 
that.

In his happy place... Adam 
fi nds the kitchen both relaxing 
and invigorating. 
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visit vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS

THANK YOU VICTORIA

Thank you Victoria. 

For the way we’ve faced these past few weeks. 

With courage. With humility. And with hope. 

We may have been knocked down, but we’ve stood up. 

We’ve kept our distance, we’ve looked out for each other 
and we’ve kept our cool. 

With a newfound respect for handshakes, and an even 
deeper appreciation for hugs, we are spending time apart.

But we’ve never been more united. 

And it’s the Victorians at the forefront of fighting this 
virus that we are most proud of. 

Our health care workers, our supermarket staff, our bus 
drivers, our cleaners and so many more. 

Every worker who – no matter what – puts themselves 
out there to help all of us through all of this.

The best way we can help them, is by doing the opposite. 

By staying home. And staying positive. 

Respecting their efforts means respecting the restrictions. 

And, we can all see that slowly, it’s working. 

Yes, there is still a way to go. But we can’t stop now.

Because staying apart keeps protecting our health system. 

Staying apart keeps saving lives. 

Staying apart keeps us together.

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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Mothers Day
From Afar

THE ‘new normal’ may have 
changed how we celebrate and 
show our love right now, but one 
thing will never change - Mums 
are angels on Earth who deserve 
to be shown how much they 
mean to us.

� at might be a li� le trickier than 
usual this Mothers Day, with great 
big hugs and ge� ing together for a 
meal out of the question, but our 
mums still deserve to be made a 
fuss of, and there are still plenty of 
ways to show our love.

You can still give Mum the day o�  
from cooking - just give Take Away 
on Melville a call and they’ll deliver 
something scrumptious right to her 
door. 

Numurkah Guardian Pharmacy 
may be observing social distanc-
ing, but it still has a huge range of 
gi� s for mums of all types, and its 
sta�  are still expert gi� -wrappers 
who are happy to  transform your 
gi�  into a parcel worthy of your 
beautiful mum’s a� ention.

Wanting to look and feel your 
best is a constant, even if mums 

are o� en reluctant to spend that 
time and money on themselves, 
so a salon gi�  voucher or prepaid 
pamper session is a guaranteed 
way of showing mum how much 
she means to you.

Magic Mirror and Vive Hair 
and Beauty are both still open 
on Melville Street to make mum 
feel like a queen - safely of course 
-  and are happy to take a booking 
for mum now with you picking up 
the tab, or provide a voucher or 
prepaid session for use when the 
crisis has se� led.

� ough Vive is currently una-
ble to provide beauty treatments, 
their professional sta�  are happy 
to help you select a treatment that 
will make your mum feel fabu-
lous, and that she can keep up her 
sleeve until the time is right.

While the world may be a li� le 
more complicated than we ex-
pected this Mothers Day, show-
ing mum how much she means to 
you doesn’t have to be - we’ve got 
it all right here. 

Love for mum never changes

T
A
K
E
A
W
A
Y on Melville

21 MELVILLE STREET NUMURKAH

Ph: 9024 0347

Deliveries from 5pm
GIVE MUM THE NIGHT OFF 

ON MOTHERS DAY
open tuesday -sunday

 10am to 8.30pm

Magic Mirror
HAIRDRESSING

GIVE MUM OR NANNA 
THE GIFT OF CHOICE

Spoil her with a Gift Voucher for 
hair care products or pre-pay her next 

appointment.
Tracey and staff will advise & spoil her.

PH. 58 621 428 Ph. 5862 1874    M:0424 639 487

WE ARE OPEN
Grab a voucher of a gift for Mum

Purchase from the vive online store

vive-hair-beauty.myshopify.com

23 Melville Street
Numurkah VIC 3636
Phone 03 5862 1633

Spoil Mum this Spoil Mum this 

Mothers Day
With a beautifully gift wrapped 
surprise from our large range of 

gift and beauty products

DESPITE a recommendation by 
the Victorian Electoral Commission 
(VEC), Moira Shire will not return 
to an electoral structure in which it is 
subdivided into three wards, each rep-
resented by three councillors.

� e VEC made the recommenda-
tion in the � nal report of its 2019 elec-
toral representation review of Moira 
Shire Council, which was conducted 
in accordance with the Local Gov-
ernment Act 1989’s requirement that 
the VEC conduct a review of each lo-
cal council in Victoria at least before 
every third council general election.

� e three-ward structure was in 
place in Moira Shire prior to the VEC’s 
last representation review in 2007, 
when it changed to an unsubdivided 
electoral structure from the council’s 
2008 general election onwards.

� e VEC’s report was presented 
to Minister for Local Government, 
Adem Somyurek, late last year, with 
the minister announcing last week 
that he had rejected the recommen-
dation to return to a subdivided shire.

Moira Shire Council, which had 
made representations to the minister 
voicing its opposition to a reintroduc-
tion of subdivisions, welcomed the 
Minister’s decision.

Mayor Libro Mustica said council 
was concerned by the VEC recom-
mendation, as it was the opposite 
position to its interim report � ndings, 
and seemed to have been in� uenced 
by the notion that Yarrawonga was 
di� erent to the rest of the shire and 
needed guaranteed local councillors.

� e VEC received 15 public sub-
missions as part of the � rst stage of its 
review.

Ten of those submissions requested 
a subdivided electoral structure, while 
� ve supported the current unsubdi-
vided electoral structure.

Submissions mainly came from 
Yarrawonga and its nearby towns; 
no individual submissions were re-
ceived from the western part of the 
shire which includes Numurkah and 
Nathalia.

� ere were only two submissions 
from Cobram, which came from 
Moira Shire Council and Cr Ed Cox. 

� e submissions supporting the 
current structure were from Moira 
Shire Council, Cr Wendy Buck, Cr Ed 
Cox, a submission from a Yarrawonga 
resident and a submission from the 
Proportional Representation Society 
of Australia (Victoria-Tasmania) Inc. 
(PRSA).

� e � ve submissions in favour of 
retaining the unsubdivided electoral 
structure provided a number of argu-
ments in support of the current struc-
ture.

� ese arguments included obser-
vations that there has generally been 
an even spread of councillors elected 
from the four main towns across the 
shire, which was taken as evidence 
that the current unsubdivided elec-
toral structure has been working well. 
� ese submissions commonly ar-
gued that there is no justi� cation for 
change. 

It was further argued that, in an un-
subdivided electoral structure, coun-
cillors are encouraged to represent 
the entire council area rather than 
focus on their ward, which supported 
whole-of-shire outcomes. 

In its submission, Moira Shire Coun-
cil cautioned that wards can create the 
perception that a local councillor is 
elected to represent the interests of 
the ward, which is ‘not consistent with 
their legislated duty to govern in the 
interests of the entire shire’. 

 Cr Mustica said, during the most 
recent review by the VEC, the whole 

basis of submissions from the east of 
the shire was that Yarrawonga needed 
more councillors to secure a bigger 
share of the shire’s budget and capital 
works program.

“Under the VEC’s recommendation 
it would be limited to three council-
lors out of nine in spite of it being the 
fastest growing town in the shire,” he 
said.

“We did some population modelling 
to show the VEC’s proposed bound-
aries would only last for one election 
and then need to be-redrawn as voter 
numbers would breach the 10% vari-
ation cap.

“Council believed the VEC recom-
mendation was a backward step and 
we are very happy the Victorian Gov-
ernment has listened to our concerns 
and made the decision to keep the 
status quo.

“At the end of the day, wards are just 
the means by which you get elected, 
what you bring to the council table is 
what really ma� ers.

� e Minister’s o�  ce did not respond 
to enquiries from the Leader regarding 
the reason for rejecting the VEC’s rec-
ommendation.

Cr Mustica said that council now 
looks forward to hearing whether the 

2020 elections will be delayed by 12 
months in response to COVID-19.

“We understand a decision on this is 
likely to be made during May but, in 
any event, it will be for an un-subdi-
vided council,” he said.

� e local council elections are 
scheduled to occur this October.

A VEC spokesperson told the Lead-
er that the VEC continues to work 
toward that date, including the possi-
ble impact of COVID-19 on election 
arrangements. 

Any change to this legislated date is a 
ma� er for Parliament.

No electoral wards for Moira
No wards for Moira ... Under the VEC’s 
recommendation, Moira would have been 
subdivided into three wards, as illustrated, 
each represented by three councillors. 
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We need your help.
Please download
the COVIDSafe
app today.

Download the COVIDSafe app today to keep yourself and your 
community safe by helping our health workers to notify you quickly 
if you’ve come in contact with someone who has Coronavirus.

With your privacy protected by law, COVIDSafe keeps a secure note 
of other users you’ve been near if you have to go out. So, if they test 
positive for Coronavirus, you’ll be notifi ed. It’ll help us stop the spread 
sooner, so we can all get back to the things we love. 

Visit health.gov.au

Download the 
COVIDSafe app today.

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

Download the
COVIDSafe app
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NUMURKAH LEADER

GEOFF
EDDY
BUILDER

Buildings & Alterations
of Quality Homes

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations
MOBILE

0418 326 478
NumurkahReg No. DB-U6526

Project2_Layout 1  13/10/14  9:23 AM  Page 1

Reg No DBU24094

Specialising in:
• New Homes • Pergolas • Reroofi ng

Specialising in septic systems
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

Matt: 0407 046 331  Phil: 0419 360 905 
Mark: 0427 646 231

Reg No DBU24094

Numurkah Building & Plumbing P/LNumurkah Building & Plumbing P/L
Numurkah Sand and GravelNumurkah Sand and Gravel
Ph: Ph: Kris -Kris - 0437 073 244    0437 073 244   Ash -Ash - 0418 879 636 0418 879 636

Truck and dogs • Water truck hire • Loader hire • Road grader at 140m 
1xgps • Excavator 2x20t 1x30t gps  • White rock • Cream and red granite 

• Hill rock • 20mm - 40mm brown rock • Blue rock (various sizes) • 
Stone dust • Washed pebbles (various sizes) • Agg rock and Septic 

rock • Garden topsoil • Packing sand • Lawn sand • Washed river sand • 
Commix • Compost • Mulch and barks

NEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAHNEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAH

NUMURKAH DENTURE CLINIC
108-110 MELVILLE ST NUMURKAH

BRUCE GRIFFETT OFFERS YOU
A FULL DENTURE SERVICE
• RELINES, REPAIRS & 
   MOUTH GUARDS
• VETERAN AFFAIRS

• VIC DENTURE SCHEME
• NSW DENTURE SCHEME

BY APPOINTMENT        PHONE BRUCE 0425 861 478 

WANT THIS SPACE?
Just $50 a week for a minimum 4 weeks

A great way to get in touch with 
your prospective new clients

5862 1034
printads@leader.net.au

Call in
and browse
through our digital
photo library today.
It’s fast and it’s easy!

 LEADER PHOTOS
check out all the photos

from your event

88 Melville Street, Numurkah • Phone 5862 1034

THINGS TO BINGE

I’LL be honest, my motivation for choos-
ing Ride Like a Girl for this week’s review 
was that, a� er a big day of cleaning out 
cupboards, I was feeling pre� y weary and it 
ticked the required boxes of being relatively 
short, seemingly undemanding and feel-
good.

Ride Like a Girl delivered on all counts, and 
though it’s not exactly thought-provoking, 
and the pacing’s a bit up and down, it was an 
enjoyable way to spend a Saturday night in 
lock-down.

One advantage I had going in, is that apart 
from the fact that she is the only female jock-
ey to ever win the Melbourne Cup, I knew 
basically nothing about Michelle Payne.

� at was an advantage, because the movie 
is as much about the Payne family as a whole 
as it is about Michelle, and that is perhaps it’s 
greatest strength and the thing I found most 
enjoyable.

Michelle is the youngest of 10 children, 
eight of whom became jockeys, growing up 
in loosely organised chaos on their father’s 
horse farm near Ballarat.

� e Payne family’s life very much revolves 
around horses and horse racing, and one of 
the things I especially enjoyed was the way 
the � lm shows the landscape of the country 
Victorian race tracks.

I’m not going to say much more about the 
Payne family because, as I say, learning about 
them was one of the things that I enjoyed 
most about the � lm and I’d hate to take that 
away from you  if you’re a novice like me.

Another aspect I liked was learning about 
what it takes to be a successful jockey. To the 
extent that I’d given it any thought at all, I’d 
always kind of assumed that being small and 
a good horse rider would be just about all 
you needed.

Turns out I couldn’t have been more 
wrong, and the scenes of Michelle struggling 
to overcome the obstacles in front of her, in-
cluding being taken seriously as a female in 
a male dominated industry, were a bit of an 
eye-opener.

� e shots taken from the perspective of 
a jockey in the middle of the pack during 
a race were also e� ective in showing why 
horse racing is called the most dangerous 
sport on Earth, and how you’d need nerves 

of steel to take part in it.
And even though I knew she was going to 

win, the Melbourne Cup scene still managed 
to be tense, and I found myself cheering Mi-
chelle and Prince of Penzance on as if the 
result was in doubt.

Ride Like a Girl has a great Aussie cast, with 
Teresa Palmer doing a good job as Michelle, 
and Sam Neil proving a good choice as her 
father Paddy Payne. Genevieve Morris was 
also great as Payne family friend Joanie, and 
Magda Szubanski was thoroughly enjoyable 
in the small but entertaining role of Sister 
Dominique.

� e stand-out performance though was 
Michelle’s brother Stevie Payne as himself - 
an inspired choice on behalf of director and 
producer Rachel Gri�  ths.

� is one is on Amazon Prime Video, for 
which I - handily - have my nephew’s login 
details. It’s a bit corny, as true-story, triumph 
over adversity movies o� en are, but there are 
much worse ways to spend an hour and 38 
minutes on a cold night in lock-down.

Riding into history- review

Triumphing over adversity ...  Sam Neil, 
Teresa Palmer and Stevie Payne are the 
lynch pins behind this great Aussie tale. 

by Dominique Cosgri� 
VICTORIA’S COVID-19 

testing blitz has come to the 
Goulburn Valley, with two new 
testing centres open for people 
who are not experiencing any 
symptoms, in addition to the 
testing centre located at GV 
Health for those who are symp-
tomatic.

� e State Government aims 
to conduct 100,000 tests in the 
two weeks leading up to the 
next review date for Victoria’s 
state of emergency - next Mon-
day, May 11.

� e aim of encouraging peo-
ple who are showing no, or very 
mild, symptoms to get tested 
is to provide the government 
with data to help its public 
health experts establish mod-
elling that will provide it with 
options regarding the winding 
back of restrictions.

On Sunday alone, 13,000 
Victorians were tested for the 
virus, with around 300 taking 
the test between Friday and 
Sunday at the pop-up testing 
clinic set up for people with-
out symptoms by GV Health at 
Riverside Plaza in Shepparton. 

I was one of those people.
In order to provide an in-

formed description of the actu-
al testing process, this fearless 
reporter visited the clinic on 
Sunday to experience the test 
� rst hand.

Well, what can I say?
It’s not pleasant, but it’s not 

the end of the world.
� e whole process took 

around 30 minutes, most of 
which was spent queuing.

First I joined a queue to reg-
ister for the test, and when I 
reached the front, my tempera-
ture was taken and I was asked 
for my details, as well as the ex-
pected questions about wheth-
er I had any symptoms, had 
recently returned from travel or 
had been in contact with any-
body con� rmed to have COV-
ID-19.

Having answered no to all of 

the above, I was sent to another 
queue to await the test. 

� en came the not so fun 
part.

I was ushered into the rather 
unglamorous empty shop at 
Riverside Plaza that has been 
turned into a makeshi�  clinic 
and talked through the process 
by two extremely professional 
and friendly GV Health sta�  
dressed in full PPE.

One swab would be used to 
gather a sample from the back 
of my throat and I would prob-
ably gag a bit. I did.

� e same swab would then be 
put up each nostril - right to the 
very back until it met resistance 
- and it would probably make 
my eyes water. It did.

Having a swab poked at the 
back of your throat and shoved 
right up each nostril is about as 
much fun as it sounds - which is 
to say, not much fun at all.

It’s uncomfortable and un-
pleasant, but like I said, not the 
end of the world. 

� e sta�  were compassion-
ate and understanding and let 
me dictate the pace - nobody 
came at me with a swab I wasn’t 
ready for. 

� e actual testing part took 
just a couple of minutes and I 
was on my way with tissues in 
hand to wipe my watering eyes 
and slightly odd feeling nose.

� e results will take between 
three and � ve days to arrive. If 
they’re negative - and I’ve no 
reason to expect they won’t be 
- I’ll get a text message le� ing 
me know. If they’re positive, I’ll 
get a call from the Department 
of Health and Human Services 
telling me what I need to do 
next.

So, if I’m so sure I haven’t got 
COVID-19, why bother?

Several reasons.
1. I really did want to be able 

to tell our readers what’s in-
volved.

2. I’m curious. Not only is that 
a prerequisite in my job, but it’s 
a gateway to learning and I like 

to learn. Given that this virus 
has dominated every aspect of 
our lives for months, and will 
do for months to come, I real-
ly wanted to learn whether I’ve 
got it, dammit!

3. I don’t plan on download-
ing the COVIDSAFE app, so 
this is a way I can contribute to 
bringing us a step closer to hav-
ing restrictions li� ed. 

Now, as I still leave the house 
to work every day, even in a 
socially distanced capacity, I 
won’t be using a negative result 
as an excuse to give my mum a  
big Mothers Day hug this Sun-
day. But if it wasn’t for the work 
thing, I probably would, be-
cause I would be able to do so 
with a li� le peace of mind that 
I wasn’t chancing infecting her 
with a deadly virus. 

People who are showing none 
of the symptoms of COVID-19 
can continue to get tested at the 
Riverside Plaza clinic today and 
tomorrow between 9am and 
1pm, or at another pop-up clinic 
in the Shepparton Bunnings car 
park between 10am and 2pm.

If you are experiencing even 
the mildest of symptoms - such 
as a runny nose or scratchy 
throat - you are asked to avoid 
the two pop-up clinics, but 
urged to instead visit the test-
ing clinic located in a porta-
ble building outside the GV 
Health emergency department.

And no, I didn’t get a photo of 
me with a swab up my nose to 
share with you all, and I’m not 
one bit sorry about that.

Getting tested for the team
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Musical Competitions. — The Baulkamaugh mu-
sical and elocutionary competitions are to be held at 
Baulkamaugh on May 24th, 25th and 26th, and prom-
ise to be far ahead of anything yet held there. These 
competitions are held not for money making, but to 
help young aspirants in the musical and elocutionary art. 
The prize list is a generous one —some are good; others 
smaller, this being purposely done so that professionals 
or semi-professionals will not be attracted simply by the 
prize money. Entries close on Thursday of next week.

NATHALIA
Anzac Day—a day that will go down with the age—

was not celebrated locally. Why I am unable to say, 
inasmuch as there are 200 to 300 soldiers around us. 
However, at the Holy Trinity Church there was a very 
impressive service on Sunday evening, when the Rev. R. 
X. Morrison delivered a very fine address to a crowded 
congregation.

The occasion was the unveiling of a handsome new 
pulpit presented to the church by the parishioners as 
a mark of devotion and thankfulness, and in honor of 
the soldiers who so gallantly fought for Australia and 
the Empire. On two beautiful engrained panels appear 
the names of the soldiers connected with the church, 
who enlisted, one of these bearing many names of the 
honored dead. Great difficulty is being experienced 
throughout the State by the Public Works Department 
in getting tenders for public buildings. There were no 
tenders here for the necessary work in connection 
with the elementary high school. A few of our towns-
men have put their heads together, and on Wednesday 
Messrs H. M. Muntz and E. A. Neeld proceeded to 
Melbourne and laid a proposition before the Director 
of Education, to the effect that they were in a position to 
say that the bricks would be made locally, and that they 
could guarantee the labor for the erection. The Direc-
tor Mr Tate was so impressed with the offer that he has 
promised to send an officer up immediately to go into 
the question on the ground.

WUNGHNU CLUB
If crowded meetings are indicative of what the present 

season is to be like at Wunghnu, one can safely say that 
football is going to boom. Soon after eight o’clock on Sat-
urday night the followers of the team trooped in to the 
Mechanics’ Hall to devise ways and means of making 
the most of the resources at their disposal. The President 
(Mr U V. Howell) was in the chair. It was decided to pur-
chase 100 gentlemen’s and 50 ladies’ tickets, and Messrs 
Gilbert Gillespie (assist, sec.) and Percy Pinchbeck 
were appointed to sell the gents’ tickets and collect for 
the club, Misses Gwen Howell and Marjorie Dockery 
being entrusted with the sale of the ladies’ tickets. The 
membership fee is to be the same as last year. The offer 
of Gillespie Bros, to provide a training room for the team 
was accepted with thanks. Mr G. Gillespie promised to 
supply the cover of a punching ball. 

After some discussion it was resolved to have a distin-
guishing number on each guernsey, and scoring cards 
printed with the names and numbers of the players set 
out thereon. The players are to be numbered in alpha-
betical order. Mrs Howell’s offer to sew the number on 
the guernseys was accepted with thanks. At the request 
of the meeting the Rev. T. Dickson gave a resume of 
what took place at the first meeting of the delegates., 
which was attended by Mr Howell and himself. The 
presence of some footballers who were prominent play-
ers of an adjoining club last season suggested something 
of the material at the disposal of the committee. The 
election of captain and vice-captain was deferred until 
the next meeting, which is to be held on Saturday, 15th 
May. Players and intending players only are to have the 
right to vote The secretary of the Park Committee noti-
fied the meeting that the rent of the park for the present 
season would be 30/-.

The President and secretary were authorised to ar-
range scratch matches for the team until the association 
matches commence. Profiting by last year’s experience, 
the boys are anxious to make the pace right from the 
bounce of-the ball on the second Saturday in June.

This week in 1920 ... 
To celebrate the State Library of Victoria’s 

digitising of the war years editions of the Numurkah 
Leader, each week we will include the news of the 
week, 100 years ago.

To view these editions online go to trove.nla.gov.
au/ndp/del/title/591.

WHAT BETTER 
GIFT FOR YOUR 

MUM IN ISOLATION?
A beautiful framed photo

 of those she misses most.

Check out our website for our full range of 
photo frames, and phone or email to 

place your order.

If you see something in the window, 
knock on the window and we can show

 them to you.

88 Melville Street      Email: printads@leader.net.au

Mothers Day  Sunday, May 10
C a l l :  5 8 6 2  1 0 3 4

31/2 day sale 40% off
8.30am Wednesday to 12 noon Saturday

Time to love our lifestyle even more
LOCAL businesses have been do-

ing their best to continue operating 
under extraordinary circumstances 
in recent weeks, but in order to stay 
the course, they need the support 
of local shoppers - and each other 
- more than ever. 

In an e� ort to help local business-
es weather the economic storm 
that coronavirus restrictions have 
caused, Numurkah Love Our Life-
style has been working harder than 
ever in an e� ort to bring forward 
the launch of its Why Leave Town 
(WLT) e� pos gi�  cards, designed 
to keep money in Numurkah.

Why Leave Town is the much an-
ticipated successor of Numurkah 
Eazy Dollars, but rather than taking 
the form of printed vouchers, it is a 
preloaded e� pos  card that can only 
be used at participating Numurkah 
district businesses.

� e cards, which operate like any 

other e� pos card, can be purchased, 
and loaded with any amount be-
tween $1 and $1,000, at � ve of the 
participating businesses and spent 
at any participating business in the 
Numurkah district.

Numurkah Love Our Lifestyle 
commi� ee member Chris Mat-
thews told the Leader that it’s more 
important then ever for people to 
shop locally.

“Local businesses across the 
board have been hit hard by the 
recent coronavirus restrictions and 
if we want them to be able to come 
back from this and keep providing 
jobs to local people, then we need 
to spend money with them,” she 
said.

“It’s local businesses that support 
local community and sporting 
groups and events, and now they 
need our community’s support 
more than ever. 

“Why Leave Town o� ers a really 
practical and easy way to do that.”

Ms Ma� hews said that many local 
organisations supported Eazy Dol-
lars by purchasing vouchers as gi� s 
and prizes, and have been waiting 
eagerly for its replacement.

“We have a ready-made market 
for it and we are really pleased to 
� nally be so close to launching it.”

In another show of support for 
local businesses, Numurkah Love 
Our Lifestyle is also currently o� er-
ing silver level Love Our Lifestyle 
memberships - which usually cost 
$275 each - free to all local busi-
nesses.

� e membership not only 
allows businesses to par-
ticipate in the Why Leave 
Town program, but also entitles 
each business to up to 20 social 
media posts provided by Numurk-
ah Love Our Lifestyle, two tickets 

to the group’s annual business din-
ner,  in-store promotional materials 
identifying it as a Love Our Life-
style member and monthly com-
munity email le� ing it know about 
events, business promotions and 
news.

Ms Ma� hews said that as Numur-
kah’s primary business advocacy 
group, Love Our Lifestyle is deter-
mined to do everything it can to 
support local businesses.

“Numurkah district has proved 
time and time again that it’s a great 
community that supports its own. 
We have some great businesses in 
and around Numurkah, and Love 
Our Lifestyle knows that if we stick 
together, and support each other 
and spend our money here in town, 
we’ll get through this together.”

Why Leave Town will be launch-
ing this month - watch this space 
for more details.

The perfect gift for the whole 
community ... Numurkah 
Love Our Lifestyle member 
Duncan McPherson is looking 
forward to accepting Why 
Leave Town eftpos gift cards 
in his Melville Street store. 
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Classifi ed 
Line Ads:
12 noon 
Tuesday

Display Ads:
Bookings by 

12 noon
Monday

Ph: 5862 1034
88 Melville St

Numurkah

Ph. 5862 1034
printads@leader.net.au

Local
People

for
Local
Jobs

Don’t waste your 
money advertising 

regionally when 
you want local

people to fill your 
vacancies.

Call us about 
your advertising 

needs.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

 Peter Cox & Sons 
Funeral Directors P/L

Cnr Meiklejohn and Quinn Sts., Numurkah
CARING, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, 

TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Phone 5862 3047
24 hours – 7 days a week

 TUTTLES
— FUNERAL SERVICES —

Phone 1300 858 333
Caring 24 hour service

Inc. Binger & Tuttle, Limbrick & Tuttle, 
Numurkah Funeral Services

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

FUNE� LS
Professional service 

and chapel
at a� ordable prices

 5862 2332
IVAN NEWBY             

PETER K� KE

FOR SALE

telfords.com.au

REAL. CUSTOM. SHEDS.
Looking for a custom built shed... 
Give Telfords a call today.

Shepparton (Head Office)

(03) 5821 4399

HENDY — Gwen. 
The President 
and Committee 
of the Numurkah 
Agricultural and 
Pastoral Society Inc. 
mourn the passing 
of Life Member and 
former Committee 
Member, Mrs Gwen 
Hendy.  
Her long voluntary 
service to the Society 
is remembered and 
appreciated by her 
colleagues.
The Society extends 
sincere sympathy to 
her family.

LARKIN (Brown) 
— Our prayers and 
thoughts are with 
you Doug, in this sad 
time, at the passing of 
Lynn.
Sincere condolences.

RIP Lynn.
Leo and Fay

_________________

LARKIN (Brown) 
— Members of 
Wunghnu Bowls 
Club extend our 
sincere condolences 
to Jim and Heather 
and their families on 
the passing of Lynn.
_________________

LARKIN (Brown) 
— Members of 
Wunghnu Bowls 
Club extend their 
sincere condolences 
to President Doug on 
the passing of Lynn. 
Our thoughts are 
with you in this most 
diffi cult time.

Rest in peace Lynn
_________________

LARKIN — Lynn.
Heartfelt condolences 
to Doug, Heather, 
Jim and family 
on the passing of 
Lynnmaree.
Many years of good 
memories.

Macca and Cindy.
_________________

WOODROOFE — 
Michael Royston

6.9.1927-1.5.2019
If I could write a 
story,
It would be the 
greatest ever told.
Of a kind and loving 
father,
Who had a heart of 
gold.

Loved and 
remembered 
every day.

Your loving 
daughter Helen, 

and grandchildren 
Hannah, Ross, Iain 

and Adele.

SANDERS – 
Maxwell William
4.10.1932 - 1.5.2019
Dearly loved husband 
of Joan. Much loved 
father and father-in-
law of Lesley, Julie, 
Kerry, Peter and 
Sharon. Grandpop 
of 9 and Great 
Grandpop of 10.

Loved and missed. 
Forever in our 

hearts.
_________________

Back in Numurkah 
8am-10am Fridays

 South Coast
Fresh Seafood

MG Trading
GV Highway, Numurkah

For orders phone Gordon on 0402 197 486

NCN Health has the following 
vacancies:

People and Culture 
O�  cer 

Based at Numurkah
but may be required to work across 

other NCN Campuses 
1.0 EFT - Full Time Permanent

Administration 
Assistant 

Across NCN Campuses 
Casual

Community 
Development O�  cer 
- Community Projects 

Numurkah Campus 
0.5 EFT – Fixed Term to 30th June 2021

Chronic Disease 
Support Worker  
Numurkah Campus 

0.3 EFT – Part Time Permanent

Primary Health 
Administration and 

Projects  
Numurkah Campus 

0.4 EFT – Part Time Permanent

Enrolled Nurse  
Cobram Campus 

Up to 1.7 EFT – Part Time Permanent

Dental Assistant/
Receptionist  

Cobram Campus 
0.4 EFT – Part Time Permanent

Quality 
Administration 

O�  cer  
Numurkah Campus 
0.6 EFT – Fixed to July 2021

Physiotherapist - 
Grade 1 or Grade 2  

Numurkah Campus 
1.0 EFT – Fixed term to 2nd April 2021

Clinical Quality 
Support  

Cobram Campus 
0.6 EFT – Part Time Permanent

Visit our website for further 
information including position 

descriptions, contact details, closing 
dates and the application process.

www.ncnhealthservices.org.au

LARKIN —
Lynnmaree.
The Waaia Football 
Netball Club 
wishes to extend its 
condolences to Doug 
Larkin, Jim and 
Heather Brown and 
family on the passing 
of Lynnmaree. Our 
thoughts are with you 
all at this time.
_________________

LARKIN —
Lynnmaree.
Deep in our hearts 
memories are kept 
of a treasured friend 
we will never forget. 
Rest in Peace Lynn

Deepest sympathy 
to Doug, Jim 
and Heather and 
families. 

Graeme and Shirl
_________________

IN
MEMORIAM DEATHS DEATHS

DEATHS

DEATHSSITUATIONS VACANT

To my darling wife and friend.
I’ll miss you forever.

All my love, Doug.

Dearly loved and loving daughter of Jim 
and Heather Brown. Sister and sister-in-
law to Dianne and Michael Jorgensen, 
Katie and Wayne (dec.) Watts, and Craig.
Tired and weary you made no fuss
You tried so hard to stay with us
You suffered so much and told so few
You never deserved what you went through

Peace at last

Dearly loved daughter-in-law of Wal (dec.) 
and Maggie.
There is a gift in life we cannot buy.
It is very rare in life but true.
A special gift of memories I have of you
You fought the good fi ght right till your last 
breath.

Rest in Peace
My Beautiful Girl

Dearly loved, adored and treasured big 
sister of Dianne, sister-in-law to Michael. 
Aunty to Tameeka, Kalynda and Luke. Best 
mate and friend to Luke, Levi and Vanessa. 
Great SOD to Henry, Tessa and ?

Your memory we will always treasure
In our hearts you will stay forever.

To my big sis Lynnmaree (Soddy).
Thank you for teaching me so much about life.
You embraced life and lived it to the fullest.
I admired your strength, courage and 
fi ghting spirit.
You are off on your next big adventure. 
Enjoy and give them hell up there.
PS you were always the ring leader!
We love you ♥

Katie, Hank (dec.), Jorja and Sammy.

Loved and loving sister to Craig. Auntie 
to Matt and Nicole, Taylah and Tim and 
Connor. Great Aunt to Charlie and Elsie.
In our hearts you will always stay
Loved and remembered every day.

Private Cremation 
Private family service

LARKIN (Brown) – Lynnmaree. 
30.8.1959 – 1.5.2020

Peacefully at Shepparton Private Hospital.
Dearly loved wife of Doug. Treasured 
and loving daughter of Jim and Heather. 
Daughter-in-law of Margaret and Wally 
(dec.). Loving sister of Dianne, Katie and 
Craig. Adored Aunt and Great Aunt to her 
nieces and nephews.

We will never forget you, 
You will be sadly missed. 

Goodbye my darling,
Thanks for the memories

GO PIES

5862 2332

Loved and remembered every day.

Private Cremation 

�



WHEN Jye Warren le�  Numurkah Football 
Club to play for Strathmerton, he promised he’d 
be back.

“I always said I’d come back - I told George 
Lester and all those blokes from the club when I 
le�  for Strathy that I’d come back,” he said.

“But I was 15, what did I know? You can’t read 
the future, and anything could happen.”

For Jye, who is now 30, half a lifetime has 
passed since then, and indeed an awful lot has 
happened. Jye has come back to Numurkah via 
Strathmerton, Shepparton United, Coburg, 
NSW, Perth, Tatura and Queensland.

But he has never forgo� en where it all began - 
on St Joseph’s oval in 1998 as an eight year-old 
Auskicker under coach Barney Niven. 

At age nine, Jye and his best mate Jack Miechel 
joined the under 14s.

“Back in those days that’s how you learnt to 
play footy - you got chucked in the deep end,” 
he said. 

“It was intimidating, but you learnt pre� y 
quickly not to get in the way of the big guys, and  
you always knew that there were players on your 
team that had your back. We knew they’d protect 
us.

“And the coaching sta�  at the time, weren’t silly 
- they really looked a� er us. � ey wouldn’t play 
us against the big sides, they’d choose someone 
a bit lower on the ladder, and Jack and I had to 
wear helmets.”

How Jye learned not to get in the way of the big 
guys was through practice.

“Jack’s dad Mick Miechel was the coach and he 
was the toughest coach I ever had. He was an ex-
ceptional coach, but he was hard. 

“He’d pick the biggest person to go in the mid-
dle for British Bulldog and he’d pick me, the 
smallest person, to go � rst. He was determined 
to teach us that if we were going to play with the 
big boys this is what was going to happen. I got 
around them most of the time, but sometimes I 
got smashed. You had to cop one around the ears 
every now and then to hold your own.”

Along with Jye’s favourite memories from those 
early days, along with playing for the � � hs dur-
ing half time at the seniors’ games, was running 
out onto the MCG to play an Auskick match.

“I was under age so Barney had to make a few 
phone calls and make sure I could play.

“One of the most exciting things about that 
was that Emma Li� le was our captain and hard-
ly any girls played footy back then, so that was 
incredible.”

� ough the same age as his footy mates, Jye 
started school a year before them, which meant 
he started high school a year before them.

“When I started at Numurkah High I made 
new friends and was mates with a lot of kids 
from Strathy and I went to play footy out there.

“At 15 I was lucky enough to play seniors, and 
Murray Bushrangers under 16s. � at’s when I re-
alised the football was what I wanted to do for 
a career.”

Playing representative footy, Jye was told he’d 
never go anywhere if he stayed in the Picola 
league, so he made the move to Shepp United 
and played under 18s. 

“When I’d just turned 17 I played my � rst sen-
iors game for Shepp United against Euroa. � ey 
gave us an absolute thumping, but I kicked three 
goals and got best on ground,” he said.

“I used to hound Brad Hasman, the senior 
coach at Shepp United, but he always said I was 
too small. � at was an issue I always had - I was 
always very light framed and small.

“It’s  a physical game  - you get bumped, you get 
tackled, you go for marks and get crunched. Be-
ing so light, my body wouldn’t  be able to handle 
it over a period of time. 

“But I was quick - that was probably my skill. 
When I was a bit younger it was ‘give the ball to 
Jye and let him run’. 

“I rarely got caught. If they did catch me, they’d 
ride me into the ground and give me a good belt-
ing and I’ve had plenty of that.”

A� er high school Jye took a gap year and went 
to ASHE, completing a Cert 3 in Sport and Rec-
reation and a Cert 4 in Community Sport and 
Recreation, before starting a bachelor of physi-
cal health and education at Latrobe University 
Bendigo.

“But the bubble over my head was still footy 
and I quit uni a� er a year and a half and moved 
to Melbourne to play for Coburg in the VFL,” he 
said.

“I’d been training with them every Friday night 
and travelling back and forth and then I got of-
fered a contract. I grabbed that opportunity with 
both hands and moved down there and played 
the 2010 season.”

But Melbourne wasn’t for Jye.
“I’m not really a big fan of Melbourne, it’s too 

cold, but the thought of ge� ing closer and closer 
to the dream of playing AFL, I’d have dome any-
thing to make it.”

“I was living with my Nan in Werribee and I 
was riding a bike to the train station and then 
ge� ing the train to Craigieburn or Punt Road 
three days a week.

“For a senior game I was making $360, or $180 
for reserves, but you got paid monthly. I worked 
here and there, but I couldn’t hold a job because 
all I wanted to do was play footy.”

It was at Coburg that Jye experienced one of 
the highlights of his career.

“We played a practice match against Richmond 
and I was on the wing. � ere was no opposition 
player on me, but just before the bounce a bloke 
approached me and said ‘how you goin’ mate?’ It 
was Ben Cousins.

“Pu� ing aside all the stu�  that’s gone on in his 
life since then, that day he was telling me where 
to run, how to play it, and that was amazing. Not 
many people get a chance like that.”

Despite some great moments, Jye felt discon-
tented, and packed it in a� er a season.

“I didn’t like staying in one place for too long 
- I don’t know why that was. If things didn’t 
come quick and I didn’t get the opportunities I 
thought I deserved, I’d move on. 

“I moved back home and I was playing for the 
Billabong Crows in NSW. � ey paid pre� y good 
money, but I’ve never really been about money 
- it’s just something I never really thought too 
much about.

“I was about � ve games into the season and I 
got an o� er to play for Peel � under in the WAFL 
in Perth, so I moved over there and played the re-
mainder of the season.

“I probably didn’t give myself enough opportu-
nity over there. � ey went through some chang-
es and got a new coach and a lot of the guys from 
Victoria didn’t get contracts, so I moved back.”

Staying home for the next two years, Jye got his 
� rst real taste of victory.

“I went and played at Tatura for two years, 
starting in 2012, and we won the � ag the � rst 
year. � at feeling of winning the grand � nal was 
incredible - that’s why everyone plays footy. You 
play for fun, but that’s what you’re chasing.

“I don’t remember the game at all - we played 
Seymour and it just � ew.  

“� e coach, Steve Daniels - ‘SJ’, recruited some 
exceptional players from Melbourne that were 
really good footballers and great blokes. � en 
they had a group of young kids that had been 
there from Auskick and were just there  for the 
football club and wanted to win a � ag.

“� at team was a real combination, but the uni-
ty and camaraderie was exceptional and I think 
that’s why we won, that’s what made it for me.

“� e younger guys were some of the best play-
ers I’ve ever seen play the game. Unfortunately 
they never made it, and I don’t know why they 
got overlooked. 

In Jye’s second year at Tatura, the team made 
it to the grand � nal again but lost and Jye found 
himself at another crossroads.

“SJ moved to Queensland and I’d been think-
ing about going back to my teaching degree so 
I enrolled at Gri�  th Uni up there and went to 
play for him again with the Labrador Tigers in 
the QAFL. I was one of a handful of Tat players 
that went,” Jye said.

“� e thing with Queensland footy is that, be-
cause it’s a rugby state, the teams are made up 
of players from all over Australia. Some of the 
teams have hardly any players from Queensland.

“� e � rst year we lost the grand � nal by 56 

Local Sporting LegendsLocal Sporting Legends
Getting to know our local sporting greats
HERE at the Leader we know that for 
those who start reading the newspaper 
from the back page, the cancellation of 
sporting competitions locally, nationally 
and globally has hit hard. 
With little to no sport being played live, 
there is little to nothing new to report - 

but that doesn’t mean there’s nothing 
at all to report sports-wise.
Scratch the surface, and the 
Numurkah district has a large number 
of seemingly ordinary residents who 
have achieved remarkable things in a 
wide variety of sporting fi elds.

So, each week, we speak to one such 
local each week - at least until sport 
starts back up.
After all, just because we can’t get 
together for a chat doesn’t mean we 
can’t get to know each other a bit 
better.

Journey man happy to be home

Putting down roots … After stretching his wings 
in leagues across Australia, Jye has come back to 
where it all began to see it through to the end.
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WITH the current 
interest surround-
ing AFLW at the 
moment, Numur-
kah Leader reader 
Peter Dealy decided 
to send in this pho-
to of a Numurkah 
women’s footy team 
from the 1960s.

� e social games, 
played against 
Nathalia, became 
an annual event for 
a number of years.

One woman 
recalled playing 
whilst she was still 
a� ending school 
at St Josephs, but 
when the photo was 
printed in the Lead-
er, she got into trou-
ble with the nuns, 
who said it was un-
ladylike.

While the photo 
above shows the 
women wearing 
Numurkah guern-
seys, apparently 
it became a bit of 
an issue with the 
club, and so they 
switched to wear-
ing Waaia jumpers, 
thanks to Waaia 
identity Martin 
O’Hare.

AFLW’s not really new

Numurkah ladies football team ... Back row (from left): Dawn Selby, Pam Evans, Margaret Selby, Bev Twitt, Fay O’Dwyer, Pam Goodall, Margaret ‘Pop’ Gunn, Helen 
McKay, Marion Coonerty, Verity Ward, Rachael Ward, Lois Patman.
Front row: Dawn McPherson, Helga Matys, Cheryl Jensen, ? Lamaro, Patsy Goodall, Joy Melville.

Local Sporting LegendsLocal Sporting Legends
points and we played the same team 
the next year and won.”

Half way through that second sea-
son, Jye received a life-changing 
health diagnosis. 

“I was in Melbourne for the week-
end and I had an episode where I 
fainted and ended up in hospital and 
got diagnosed with type one diabe-
tes,” he said. 

“A lot of people have the perception 
that you have to be overweight or el-
derly to be diabetic, but type one is 
di� erent - I was 25 at the time and � t.

“I believe I’d had it for a long time- 
I was tired all the time, and always 
dry-mouthed and thirsty -  but I put 
it down to being so active from footy.

“I was so shocked when I was diag-
nosed, but when I look at the photos 
now from around the time I got diag-
nosed, I look horrible. I look drawn 
in the face, black eyes, really skinny. I 
looked disgusting.”

Jye spent seven days in hospital in 
Melbourne ge� ing his glucose read-
ings back to normal, before heading 
back north.

“I went back up to the Gold Coast 
and we won the grand � nal, but it got 
too hard not having family around. 
Mentally it took a massive toll on me.

“I wasn’t really looking a� er myself 
and I decided that I’d had enough 
and I needed to go home and get my 
diabetes under control, and make 
sure I could live a long life.”

Back home, Jye got his health under 
control and was se� ling into life and 
enjoying being home, when another 
footy o� er came his way.

“I was in the pub in Numurkah 
with dad watching UFC and Beau 
McKeown was there. He asked me if 
I wanted to play for Numurkah. I said 
I’d sort of commi� ed to a Melbourne 
team, but I probably wouldn’t say no.”

Beau disappeared for about 15 min-
utes and spoke to the coaching sta� , 
and when he returned, the deal was 
done.

“So I signed back up for Numurk-
ah and I’ve been here ever since,” Jye 
said.

“I live here, I’ve bought a house 
here and I’m not planning to leave.”

It wasn’t long before Jye took on a 
greater role at the club, signing on as 
assistant coach.

“I felt like I had good relationships 
with people and I could work with 
di� erent people. 

“Everyone approaches coaching 
di� erently, but I’ve had some great 
role models - I’ve seen how good 
coaches work well with players. 

“Right from those early coaches 
Barney Niven, Bussy Davies and 
Mick Miechel, and Mario  de Santa 
Ana - “Cooch” - who coached me at 
Shepp United - he was on another 
level. He had great relationships with 
the players and I always ring him for 
advice for footy.

“SJ has won � ag a� er � ag wherever 
he’s been and I turn to him for advice 
on footy too. 

“I could probably name 20 blokes 
who I look up to.

“Chris O’Dwyer gave me my appren-
tice as a coach and it’s his in� uence that 
has really matured me as a coach, and 
as a player, and I really look up to him 
and rely on his opinion.”

Jye has taken to coaching like a 
duck to water, but it’s not an easy gig.

“It’s a very hard job to do because 
you need to understand each and 
every footballer you’ve got on your 
team. Some players want you to tell 
them how it is straight up, and other 
players want you to rub their tummy; 
some want you to tell them what they 
want to hear even if it isn’t the truth.

“� e biggest thing I’ve learned from 
every single coach that I’ve worked 
with, is trust. You need to build trust 
with your players, you can’t inten-
tionally lie, you can’t intentionally 
do the wrong thing - you need to 
be honest and straight up with your 
players. 

“Once players don’t trust you and 
respect you they won’t do what 
they’re told and stick to the game 
structure.

Jye said that being a playing coach 
is di� erent again, because you need 
to perform as a coach, on and o�  the 
� eld, so having support is essential - 
you can’t see it all or do it all when 
you’re playing.

“I love coaching, I think it helps me 
enjoy the footy in a di� erent way. 

“I’ve still got another three or four 
years in me as a player though, and if 
I could maybe have a year or two o�  
coaching to concentrate on just hav-
ing a kick with my mates, I’d maybe 
like to do that.”

And for Jye, that’s is, and has always 
been what football is all about.

“Footy’s always given me a sense of 
purpose.

“Playing footy, it doesn’t ma� er 
what issues or troubles you have, 
you forget about those things when 
you’re playing footy. It’s a powerful 
outlet.

“I’ve never not enjoyed footy. I love 
running, I love tackling someone, I 
love kicking a goal, I love the atmos-
phere during a game. I love the spec-
tators and the community coming up 
and saying ‘that was unreal’. 

“I don’t know what I’d do without 
it. I don’t know what I’ll do when I 
have to hang up the boots, but I’m 
glad  there’s coaching to look forward 
to.”

Chasing the feeling … Jye has had a few career highlights, but nothing 
compares to winning the grand fi nal – which he has done twice.
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NumurkahLEADERNumurkahLEADER

OUR DOORS 
ARE OPEN 

FROM TODAY

NumurkahLEADER Still keeping you up to dateStill keeping you up to date

31/2 day Frame sale 40% off 8.30am Wednesday
 to 12 noon Saturday

Journey 
man 

happy 
to be 
home

WHEN Jye Warren le�  Numurkah Football Club, he promised he’d be back... Story page 14
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