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Numurkah Secondary College
Our kids, Our Community, Our School

A BEECHWORTH woman didn’t get quite the 
welcome to Numurkah she’d hoped for on Monday, 
ge� ing hit by a car as she used the pedestrian cross-
ing on Melville Street.

� e 70 year-old woman su� ered leg injuries in the 
incident, which occurred at around 1.30pm, and 
was conveyed to Goulburn Valley Health by road 
ambulance.

The driver of the car, a 62 year-old Numurkah 
woman, told police that she didn’t see the pedes-
trian until the last moment, and although she ap-
plied the brakes, it was too late to avoid hitting 
her.

� e driver will be charged by tra�  c infringement 
notice with failing  to give way to a pedestrian.

A Numurkah woman has had her car impounded 

a� er being caught driving whilst disquali� ed for the 
second time in as many weeks.

Her licence had been cancelled by the court as a 
result of a number of previous driving o� ences.

Police pulled the woman over on Saxton Street at 
around 1pm last Friday and impounded her  Nissan 
SUV for the period of a month. She will be charged 
with driving whilst disquali� ed. 

Pedestrian hit on Melville Street

A 70 year-old Beechworth woman was hit by a 
car on the Melville Street pedestrian crossing on 
Monday when the driver failed to stop in time. 
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COVID-19 restrictions keeping 
us all apart have proved a shared 
challenge for the entire Australian 
community to varying degrees. 

 With  restrictions being eased 
- albeit slightly - in Victoria as of 
midnight last Tuesday, we took to 
Melville Street at lunchtime on 
Wednesday to see what local peo-
ple thought of the restrictions being 
lessened.

When we � rst hit the street, it was 
fairly bustling. However, within half 

an hour it became clear that people 
had mostly just been quickly grab-
bing lunch before heading back 
indoors, and the main street was 
much quieter than you would ex-
pect it to be at 12.30 on a ‘normal’ 
weekday - suggesting that people 
were still quite aware of the ongo-
ing pandemic and the need to keep 
their distance.

Among the people we spoke to, 
the consensus was overwhelming-
ly that taking things slowly was the 

best option, with a couple of stand-
outs.

Pat Handley thought it was way 
too early to be li� ing restrictions 
at all.

“� ey need to keep everything 
locked down for another two 
months,” he said.

Lorraine Kennedy also thought 
it was too soon, though her time 
frame di� ered from Pat’s by quite 
a bit.

“I think they should give it anoth-

er week or so, just to be safe, as we 
are still ge� ing clusters” she said.

“I do think the kids should be go-
ing back to school now though.”

Interestingly, like Lorraine, al-
most everyone we spoke to brought 
up schools, unprompted, and all 
agreed that it was time for a return 
to on site face-to-face teaching and 
learning.

So, what do the people of Numur-
kah district think about the easing 
of restrictions?

Restrictions eased - for better or worse?

James Penberthy
I’m a health care worker so I am very concerned 

about it. I’m most worried that people have short 
memories and will forget to do the basics like 
washing their hands and keeping their distance 
from others. I’d hate us to have a set back and have 
the whole situation prolonged.

I think our premier has been doing an excep-
tional job through all of this though, and he’s 
been smart in holding back a bit and watching 
what has happened in other states. 

Ryan Laity
I’m happy that they’ve eased restrictions, but 

I’m glad they haven’t gone too far yet. My daugh-
ter just turned one and we weren’t able to cele-
brate that with family and friends, which was 
disappointing. We’re looking forward to being 
able to do that now.

I think as long as people continue to limit their 
exposure and maintain social distancing we’ll be 
okay, but we do need to move slowly because we 
really don’t want a second wave of infection.

Bid Richardson
I’m glad they are easing things up a bit - I want 

to be able to go to Melbourne and see my grand-
kids.

� ey need to get kids back to school and kinder 
and get some normalcy back into their lives.

I think our leaders are doing their best, and I 
wouldn’t want to be doing their job for love nor 
money.

We need to move really carefully from there 
though, so we don’t fall into a big hole. 

Kim Clark
I think what they’ve done is reasonable, but I 

wouldn’t want to see restrictions eased any fur-
ther for a while. I think some people have been a 
bit impatient and a bit unreasonable about want-
ing to be able to do some things.

My daughter is in year 11 and it’s been quite 
di�  cult for her, so I’m glad we have a date for stu-
dents to return to school.

Derek Erskine
It’s hard to say really. Time will tell. People are 

still ge� ing it and spreading it, and that’s a worry, 
but hopefully easing things up a li� le bit won’t 
make that any worse.

Elaine Fisher
I don’t want it to move too quickly, but I think 

what they’ve done for now is okay. I do think they 
should be opening schools back up more quickly 
so kids can get back to learning, and allow parents 
to get back to work. 

A CA� VAN, which was used for storage, 
was completely destroyed a� er being ignit-
ed by a camp � re at Tallygaroopna on Satur-
day a� ernoon.

Wunghnu and Shepparton � re brigades 
were called to assist Tallygaroopna brigade 
at the blaze, which started at the corner of 
Trewins Road and Goulburn Valley High-
way, at around 1.30pm.

 Shepparton’s aerial pumper was stopped 
enroute and Wunghnu continued on to sup-
ply additional water.

Strathmerton and Yarroweyah brigades 
were turned out to support Cobram at an 
alarm at Pullar coolstores, on the corner 
of Murray Valley Highway and Campbell 
Road, Cobram, at 11.15pm on Friday, but 
were stopped enroute.

Caravan 
destroyed

Acts of kindness still 
exist

DUE to a � at ba� ery in my car at the hospi-
tal, I called a local taxi to take my wife from the 
local hospital to home whilst I awaited assis-
tance.  

On arrival and whilst taking my wife home, 
the taxi driver asked the reason for my call.  

Upon explaining the problem with our � at 
ba� ery, he bypassed the intended destination 
and proceeded to get jumper leads.  

We then returned to the hospital and jump 
started our car.  When I o� ered to pay the driv-
er for his assistance he replied, “No charge, if I 
can’t help someone in strife , I’ll give the game 
away!”  

� ank you very much to the Numurkah Taxi 
Service, you are a true gentlemen.

Ruth and Graham Down

Red Cross support
WE acknowledge the incredible e� orts of 

your readers who are staying at home and 

helping to save lives during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

As we all do our bit to prevent the spread of 
the virus, it can be easy to lose the connections 
that can give us meaning and make us feel part 
of a community. 

We know the one thing many of us are miss-
ing right now is human contact. For those who 
are living alone, or who are in isolation, this be-
comes more acute.

Red Cross is now o� ering a free national tele-
phone service to � ll some of that void and help 
people maintain or improve their level of social 
connection. COVID CONNECT allows regu-
lar access to a friendly voice, a listening ear and 
tips to improve social connection.

Red Cross volunteers are making these social 
phone calls to people wherever they are during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, helping reduce the 
stress of isolation.

If you or someone you know would like to 
start receiving these calls please register at 
https://connect.redcross.org.au/covid-con-
nect/ or by ringing 1800 733 276. We’re look-
ing forward to cha� ing with you.

Sue Cunningham
Director, Victoria, Australian Red Cross

Letter to the Editor
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Come and explore your opportunitiesCome and explore your opportunities

For an enrolment pack, enquire at: 
St Mary of the Angels Secondary College, Ph: 03 5866 2222
Email: principal@smotanathalia.catholic.edu.au
Or visit us at www.smotanathalia.catholic.edu.au
  stmarysnathalia  stmarysnathalia

ENROLMENTS ARE 
NOW OPEN

Enrolment Closing Date: Friday, 26th of June 2020

Scholarships are now available
Scholarship Application Closing Date: 

Monday, 1st of June 2020

BY the time this goes to print, there will likely 
have been some tense scenes in kitchens across 
Numurkah, as the last dish in ‘season one’ of 
Numurkah Kitchen Rulz has been plated up.

� e challenge, which was open to all Numur-
kah Secondary College students, was taken up 
by 36 brave souls who could choose from one 
of three recipes - or brave the ‘mystery bag’.

Each participating student received a pack 
containing all of the ingredients necessary to 
cook either Caribbean chilli beef, hoisin chick-
en and vegetable bake, or red pesto and bacon 
penne.

� e rules included the requirement that all 
completed dishes must be the student’s own 
original work, all ingredients must be used, and 
only students with a mystery bag could use ad-
ditional ingredients.

� e competition was the brainchild of food 
technology teacher Anna Corazza, who said it 
was another way for the school community to 
stay connected, and for students to engage with 
school in a fun way.

“We’ve provided students with everything 
they need for their chosen dish, with each reci-
pe serving four people,” she said.

“All they need to do is follow the recipe, and 
it should provide a nice dinner for their family.”

Ms Corazza said she is hoping for � ve seasons 
of the competition, with season two seeing sta�  
challenged with a highly complex sweet dish, 
season three a series of mini challenges for year 
12 students, and seasons four and � ve still un-
der wraps.

Competitors collected their recipe bags from 
the college on Monday, and had until midnight  

yesterday to text a photo of their completed 
dish to Ms Corazza.

Photos of all entries will be posted on the col-
lege’s Facebook page today, with members of 
the school community able to vote on each of 
the four categories.

Despite not yet having taken food technology 
as a subject, year seven student Adam Kennedy 
decided to enter the competition, choosing the 
potentially tricky mystery bag.

“I thought, ‘yeah, why not?’,” he said.
“I’ve done a fair bit of cooking, so I reckon I’ll 

be in with a chance.”
Given that Adam hadn’t yet looked inside his 

mystery bag, it could be a case of youthful over-
con� dence, but who knows?

Watch this space.

NCN Health is participating in a state-wide 
testing initiative aimed at Victorian school sta�  
this week. 

� is includes any registered teacher, all 
non-teaching sta�  who work at a school site, 
such as administration, cleaners, regular con-
tractors and kindergarten sta�  whose kindergar-
ten is located at a school site. Child care workers 
are not included unless they work on a school 
site.

� is round of testing comes a� er the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services announced 
the second stage of their asymptomatic testing 
blitz on May 12.

NCN Health CEO Jacque Phillips said the 
health service is working with schools in and 
surrounding Numurkah, Nathalia, and Cobram 
and has set up testing stations at each hospital 
campus.

“From May 12 all Victorian school sta�  were 
prioritised for voluntary coronavirus testing for 
a two-week period. � is will enable school sta�  
to seek testing during the preparation period 
before the return to on-site schooling,” she said.

Ms Phillips said the free voluntary testing ap-
plies to all teachers, principals, administration 
and support sta�  of primary and secondary, 
public, catholic and independent schools.

“� is round of testing is for school sta�  who 
have no symptoms of COVID-19. 

“Sta�  or community members who feel un-
well with symptoms of COVID-19 are advised 
to contact their GP or their local hospital. � e 
acute respiratory clinic at GV Health is also 
open daily from 10am to 5.15pm for people 
who are unwell.”

If you have any questions regarding the Victo-
rian school COVID-19 swabbing stations, con-
tact NCN Health CEO Jacque Phillips on 5862 
0555.

For more information about coronavirus go to 
h� ps://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus.

Local school 
staff  targeted for 
COVID-19 testing

NCN Health is developing a three-year Strate-
gic Plan to guide the future of the health service 
and enhance local access to care - in close con-
sultation with sta�  and the community.

� e strategic plan is the key strategic docu-
ment that will set a clear direction for the organ-
isation and will guide it on services, priorities 
and actions to enable it to meet the needs of the 
community now and in the future.

NCN Health CEO Jacque Phillips said the 
community engagement will include a variety 

of methods such as surveys, focus groups, meet-
ings, interviews, online engagement sessions 
and workshops to gain valuable feedback from 
the service’s diverse community and workforce.

“We are asking people to share their experienc-
es with the health service - as well as needs and 
opportunities,” Ms Phillips said.

“We are seeking input from a broad range of 
people and groups in the community, and reach-
ing across the Nathalia, Cobram and Numurkah 
campuses and all of our local communities. We 
are also engaging our consumer and advisory 

groups.
“� e plan aims to build upon the valued ser-

vices that are already in place and provide sig-
ni� cant opportunities for growth, improvement 
and enhanced access to local care in our commu-
nities.

“Our community is highly valued and plays 
an important role in shaping our organisation. 
Your feedback is really important and will help 
to shape the future of our organisation. 

“I encourage you to get involved, have your 

say.”
NCN Health has engaged Cube Group to de-

velop the plan over the next few months and to 
undertake extensive engagement.

You can access the community survey at: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCN-
COMMUNITY2020.

You can also contact the health service for an 
email of the link or a hard copy to be sent out 
with a reply paid envelope.

For more information visit: www.ncnhealth.
org.au.

NCN seeks community feedback for strategic plan

Who will rule Numurkah’s kitchen?

Master chefs ... NSC food 
technology teacher Anna Corazza 
challenges budding cook Adam 
Kennedy to take on the mystery bag.
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Latest
Information

For the most up-to-date information regarding COVID-19 please go to 
our website or www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

The COVID-19 Financial Hardship Policy is just one of  
many initiatives we are putting in place and will apply to 
all rateable properties in Moira Shire.

We are not charging user fees to sporting clubs that use 
municipal land and buildings whose seasons are affected.

We have also waived the rent for the June quarter 
on enterprises that operate from Council-owned or 
managed land.

We understand these are tough times, please give us 
a call on 5871 9222 if you would like to chat about 
your situation, we can work together to see what 
options are available

We are seeking your feedback on our 
draft 2020/21 Budget and Strategic 
Resource Plan. The draft budget 
contains a detailed explanation of 
the funding allocated to enable 
the delivery of more than 100 
council services including rubbish 
collection, immunisations, sport and 
recreation facilities, town planning 
and tourism development. There is 
also a comprehensive list of identified 
capital works projects and programs 
encompassing maintaining and 
renewing roads, bridges and footpaths, 
sporting facilities and playgrounds, 
irrigation and drainage. Feedback 
closes 5pm Wednesday 27 May.

Volunteer Week 18-24 May 

This annual celebration acknowledges 
the generous contribution of our shire’s 
volunteers and at this uncertain time 
we feel it is more important than ever 
to recognise and acknowledge their 
efforts. Our volunteers contribute their 
time and expertise to look after reserves, 
buildings, wetlands, provide advice and 
feedback plus a myriad of other services, 
and for that, we all say – thank you!

Reconciliation Week 27 May – 3 June 

We are hosting a competition to 
celebrate Reconciliation Week, which 
has the theme this year of ‘In this 
together’. Design a poster or download 
the book Loving Moira’s Natives from 
our website and colour in some of the 
wonderful images. Send your finished 
artwork to info@moira.vic.gov.au, along 
with your first name, for a chance to be 
a part of a special online exhibition.

Victorian Seniors Festival Reimagined

This year the Seniors Festival is being 
brought straight into your home through 
online performances, zoom interviews 
and story-telling.  With the theme ‘In the 
groove’, there will be performances by 
many of your favourites plus some new 
performers. Go to www.seniorsonline.
vic.gov.au for more information,   
watch special performances or to 
learn ways to participate.

ECONOMIC SUPPORT

DRAFT 2020/21 BUDGET 

NRS
133 677

Email
info@moira.vic.gov.au

Facebook
facebook.com/moirashirecouncil

Phone
5871 9222

COMMUNITY NEWS
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reconciliation.org.au/nrw
#NRW2020  #InThisTogether2020

Design a poster to reflect what reconciliation means to you.
OR

Download the book Loving Moira’s Natives from our website 
and colour in some of these wonderful images.

27 MAY – 3 JUNE

Send your finished artwork to info@moira.vic.gov.au, along with your first 
name, to be a part of a special online exhibition, running through June.

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Expansion of the On-Farm 
Drought Resilience Grant
Apply today to access up to $5000 
to implement on-farm infrastructure 
improvements and up to $5000 for 
business planning and advice.  
New eligible infrastructure investments have been 
added to the program.

Contact ruralfi nance.com.au or 1800 260 425 
to fi nd out more and to apply. For more information visit 
agriculture.vic.gov.au/dryseasons or call 136 186.

VICTORIAN legal assistance services respond-
ing to increased demand due to the impacts of 
coronavirus, have been given a funding boost.

State A� orney-General Jill Hennessy an-
nounced on Monday that  frontline legal assis-
tance services will share in $17.5 million in addi-
tional funding.

� e funding will � ow immediately to Victoria 
Legal Aid and every Community Legal Centre 
and Aboriginal Legal Service in the state – sup-
porting Victorians with a range of issues includ-
ing family violence related ma� ers, employment 
rights, debt and consumer credit, and tenancy 
and housing ma� ers.

� e funding will also support legal services to 
upgrade technology so that more Victorians re-
ceive the help they need remotely and digitally.

� e Victorian Government has also signed up 
to the new National Legal Assistance Partnership 
2020-25 Agreement – which will deliver funding 
certainty for Victoria’s legal assistance services 
and community legal centres over the next � ve 
years.

� e Victorian Government said it welcomes the 
recent announcement by National Cabinet of ad-
ditional funding to respond to demand for legal 
services due to coronavirus.

� e Victorian Government is also providing 
a $575,000 funding boost for community legal 
centres to deliver projects that support homeless 
women and children, recent arrivals, refugees and 
asylum seekers.

A� orney-General Jill Hennessy said legal assis-
tance services are crucial to supporting the most 
vulnerable Victorians.

“Our community legal centres are on the front-
line, helping Victorians who need support every 
single day – this funding will ensure they provide 
this support virtually, to more Victorians,” she 
said.

SAM Russell and Sam Ludeman have per-
formed in a whole lot of venues and contexts 
since they � rst took the stage as a duo at Flana-
gan’s  bar in Shepparton as aspiring 17 year-old 
musos.

From their regular residencies as a duo at 
two Melbourne pubs, to corporate gigs with 
a nine-piece band - which have  included the 
Australian Open tennis and the Spring Racing 
Carnival -  the two former Shepparton boys, 
now aged 34, have impressed plenty of people 
over the years, but it may be their recent gigs 
live-streamed from a shack at Barmah that have 
won them the most fans.

Sam and Sam, performing as Sam Sam But 
Di� erent, have garnered a loyal following, 
which just continues to grow, with their isola-
tion gigs streamed live every Friday and Satur-
day night since early April.

With pubs closed, and all of their regular gigs 
cancelled, Sam Ludeman and his girlfriend, 
who is immuno-compromised, retreated to a 
shack in Barmah which he and his siblings had 
recently purchased, to ride out the storm.

“We needed a safe place and we knew this 
would be perfect,” Sam L said.

“Russ (Sam Russell) came and joined us, and 
because he and I are both interested in di� erent 
ways of doing music production, and we had all 
the equipment, we thought we would have a go 
at live-streaming some gigs.”

Sam said the duo had no idea how popular 
the isolation gigs would become.

“We really didn’t think it would have the ap-
peal and reach that it has, and it’s been pre� y 
exciting to see it grow each week.”

� e duo’s most recent gig clocked up 3,285 
concurrent views, with an estimated 2.5 people 
accessing each view, and the ‘watch minutes’ 
have climbed week on week.

Whilst most of their viewers are in Victoria, 
they are also popular in Western Australia, and 
have started picking up more and more nation-
al and international viewers.

“� ere are a couple of blokes in Ireland who 
put the stream on when they get up in the 
morning and listen to us while they gear up for 
the day.”

No doubt one part of the appeal of the gigs for 
the audience has been that, despite them being 
performed in isolation, there is an interactive 
element.

“We get lots of messages and requests for 
songs and shout-outs,” Sam said.

“We do birthday shout-outs and dedications 
and we also try to engage with people com-
menting while the stream is happening as well.

“I have learned not to read the messages while 
I’m singing though, because otherwise I end up 
singing the comment instead of the lyrics and 
that’s a bit embarrassing.”

With some restrictions now li� ed, the boys 
were able to welcome special guest Rob Mills 
- who Sam worked with during his years in na-
tional musical theatre - to the stream last week.

� ey have also done special themed shows 
for Anzac Day, when they performed an entire-
ly Australian set list, and Mother’s Day, when 
Russ’s Mum Wendy sang with them.

Other themed streams have included a ‘party 
shirt’ night when the boys played high-tempo, 
energetic tunes and wore loud shirts - and en-
couraged their audience to do the same.

“We try to engage with the audience as much 
as we can, because we know that they are there 
and making us part of their isolation experi-
ence, and we appreciate that.”

Sam said the boys do miss the raw live feel-
ing of having 300 people in front of them on 
a dance � oor and connecting with them in the 
moment, but know it’s something they won’t 
get to experience again for a while.

“Restrictions will need to be completely li� ed 
before we can perform live that way again, and 
that’s going to take some time.”

When live is back to normal, the Sams are 
planning a regional tour to give their streaming 
audience a chance to see them in person.

“Because the streams are completely free, and 
we’ve had to go on government assistance be-
cause we aren’t able to earn an income at the 
moment, we’ve had audience members reach 
out and o� er us money, or � rewood or Moth-
er’s Day hampers, which is really touching,” 
Sam said.

“We thought a regional tour would be a way 
that people could support us by buying a ticket, 
but also get to enjoy that live experience with 
us and each other.

“And even when all this is over, we’re going to 
keep streaming. � at’s just part of what we do 
now.”

Sam Sam But Di� erent’s live stream can be 
viewed via their Facebook page, or their web-
site at www.samsambutdi� erent.com, every 
Friday and Saturday from 6pm to 8pm.

Sams’ stream brings happiness live from lockdown

Two blokes rocking out from 
Barmah ... Sam Ludeman and Sam 
Russell have found a new audience 
by fi nding a new way to perform live. 

Legal aid 
funding 
boosted in 
response to 
virus
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A message from your Councillors
Moira Shire Council extends a sincere thankyou to the many people who generously volunteer their time 

and effort for the betterment of local communities.

We commend you on your generosity and commitment to making a difference. Your contributions are 
invaluable and have made a profound impact within our communities and society as a whole.

Our celebrations highlight the important role of volunteers in our community and allow us to say 
thanks to the more than 6 million Australians who volunteer nationally.

Across our shire, volunteers contribute their time and expertise to look after local recreation reserves, 
buildings and wetlands as well as providing advice and feedback on multiple advisory committees.

There are countless ways members of our community generously donate their time and efforts to make 
our shire the best place it can be.

Thankyou.

Mayor Libro Mustica, Deputy Mayor Peter Lawless, Cr John Beitzel, Cr Kevin Bourke, Cr Wendy Buck, 
Cr Gary Cleveland, Cr Ed Cox, Cr Peter Mansfield and Cr Marie Martin



NumurkahLEADER, Wednesday, May 20, 2020 — 7

T: 03 5862 1426
E: numurkah.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.numurkahps.vic.edu.au

now taking 
enrolments 
for 2021

Please call us to organise a 
school visit in Term 3

Our school o� ers your child a 
wide range of programs that 
support them academically, 

socially and emotionally. 
We welcome your child and 

family to our friendly, supportive 
school community.

Please call us to organise a 

Our school o� ers your child a 
wide range of programs that 
support them academically, 

We welcome your child and 
family to our friendly, supportive 

TODAY is Wear Orange Wednesday (WOW 
Day), the national day of recognition to say 
thank you to SES volunteers. 

In the past 12 months, VICSES volunteers 
have responded to 35,000 requests for assis-
tance, - 3,807 in the north east of the state, and 
is the largest provider of road rescue in the state.

Whether it’s � re, storm, � ood or car accident, 
the men and women of the SES put on their or-
ange uniforms and head out to help.

When high winds tore through the district in 
early May and tore o�  roofs and downed trees, 
Numurkah SES unit responded to 17 calls - 
making it the second busiest unit in the state 
that day.

2019/20 is likely to be the second busiest year 

in VICSES history in terms of call out numbers.
So, wherever you are today, showing your ap-

preciation of the e� orts of the brave and sel� ess 
men and women of the SES is as easy as show-
ing a bit of orange.

If you don’t have any orange in your wardrobe, 
display whatever orange you’ve got or choose 
the ‘� ank You SES’ Zoom background, avail-
able on the VICSES website, for today’s remote 
meeting, and post a photo to social media using 
the hashtags #WOWDay #� ankYouSES.

Goulburn Valley landmarks, including East-
bank Centre and Monash Park tree in Sheppar-
ton, as well as the Mooroopna and Wodonga 
water towers, will also be lighting up orange  for 
the day..

It’s the day to say 
‘WOW, thanks SES’

Superheroes wear orange ... James Boler, 
Win Knight and Daryl Sutton are among the 
Numurkah SES members who are there for 
their community in every type of emergency.

IF isolation has kept you o�  the highway in the 
past week, you’re in for a bit of a surprise next 
time you turn onto Katamatite-Nathalia Road 
to head into Numurkah.

Work was performed last week to extend the 
centre island where the road meets the GV 
Highway, changing the dynamic of the intersec-
tion.

Regional Roads Victoria Regional Director 
(North Eastern Region), Steve Bowmaker said 
the extension was designed to be� er delineate 
the intersection, improve sight lines for drivers 

and help reduce the number of drivers danger-
ously cu� ing the corner when turning.

“We’ve also installed rumble strips and be� er 
safety signage, with fresh line marking expected 
to be applied in the next fortnight,” he said.

� is upgrade is part of a $25 million Victorian 
Government investment to improve safety at 
high-risk, high-speed intersections in regional 
Victoria.

� e intersections have been selected based on 
safety record, di�  culty caused by the intersec-
tion’s geometry and community feedback.

Island upgrade 
to improve safety

Long island ... The island extension is designed, in part, to stop drivers cutting the corner 
as they enter Numurkah. 
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visit vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

For the way we’ve faced these past few weeks. 

With courage. With humility. And with hope. 

We’ve kept our distance, we’ve looked out for each other 
and we’ve kept our cool. 

Thank you especially to those who have been tested.

Because of your efforts, we’ve achieved the biggest 
testing blitz in our state’s history.

Or to use Victoria’s standard unit of measurement – 
more than one MCG’s worth of Victorians who’ve played 
their part in protecting our state. 

Thanks to you, we are finding out more about the 
spread of coronavirus in our community. 

If you haven’t been tested, and you are feeling unwell, 
you can still visit one of the regional clinics or speak to 
your GP.

To find out how and where you can be tested go to      
vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS 

Because getting tested keeps us together.

THANK YOU



A CUPPA WITH DOMA CUPPA WITH DOM

Full name: Mark Desmond McNa-
mara

Age: 62
Marital status: Married to Caroline 

with two kids and two grandkids
Schools a� ended: St Joseph’s Pri-

mary School and Numurkah High 
School

Summer or winter? Summer
Beach or mountains? Mountains
Oscar the Grouch or Cookie Mon-

ster? Some people who know me 
probably think I’m like Oscar the 
Grouch, so I’ll say him.

Crunchie or Violet Crumble? Pol-
ly Wa�  e

Elvis or � e Beatles? � e Beatles
AC/DC or INXS? INXS
Favourite colour? Blue
Favourite song? As Time Goes By
Favourite TV show? Antiques 

Roadshow
Favourite movie? Gallipoli
Favourite book? A Fortunate Life 

by Albert Facey.
Do you make lists? No, I just � y by 

the seat of my pants.
Who do you admire?
 I admire the soldier se� lers who 

came here and helped se� le this area. 
� ey would have come with baggage 
from the war and really had to tough 
it out and get those properties going. 
� ey did it really hard initially and 
some could cope and some couldn’t, 
but they came and did their best for 
their families and created a generation 
of kids here that called Numurkah 
home. 

When you were a kid, what did 
you want to be when you grew up?

In my family the tradition was when 
you le�  school you got a job as a stock 
agent, but the year I � nished form 5 
there was a drought on, so they wer-
en’t employing anyone for a couple 
of years. I  had done matric and got 
two subjects and missed out on two. 
I was always into football so I thought 
I’d repeat matric and be a PE teacher. 
I tried, but I didn’t have the brains for 
the biology part so I had to give up 
that idea. 

It’s hard when you’re young because 
sometimes you don’t know what you 
want to be. I had a great network of 
mates and we used to play billiards 
in the bungalow at home and drive 

around the back roads when we were 
17 or 18 in a car I’d bought from my 
brother. We knew who we were, but 
we didn’t know what we wanted to be.

We had a neighbour, Gavan O’Dw-
yer, who owned the Mobil depot in 
Shepparton. When I was doing my 
second year of matric, and dad was 
wondering how the hell he was ever 
going to get me o�  his hands,  he si-
dled up to Gavan at a Rotary meeting 
and asked if there was any chance of a 
job for me at the Mobil Depot.

I was supposed to be a clerk and bows-
er a� endant. We were � at out all the 
time there, so it ended up being 80% 
bowser work and 20% clerk work, but it 
gave me a great grounding.

I did that for three years and then le�  
and did a trip around Australia.

When I came back, Gavan o� ered 
me a job driving a heating-oil truck 
and then I progressed to farm deliver-
ies and I did that for 10 years before I 
went into real estate.

All that helped shape me, because as 
a kid going from Numurkah to Shepp, 
I was green and shy, but when you’re 
� lling people’s cars up you can’t just 
say nothing, so I used to make small 
talk about the weather and I learned 
to converse with people. � en when I 
did farm deliveries I’d meet all the old 
cockies, and there were some really in-
teresting characters and that gave me 
an appreciation for them.

But I got to a point where I didn’t 
want to drive a truck for the rest of 
my life - I needed more than that and I 
knew it was time to branch out. � en 
a guy who was a good friend of my 
brother’s died suddenly and I thought 
I’d be� er have a crack while I still 
could.

I found my niche in real estate in 
Shepparton - as a fourth generation 
auctioneer - which suited me. Real 
estate isn’t about property, it’s about 
people - it’s about engaging with peo-
ple and making a connection with 
them and then they’ll trust you. If 
you’re just thinking about the com-
mission cheque at the end of it, then 
you’re wasting your time.

My last day on the truck with Mobil, 
there was a bloke I respected called 
Jack Pe� igrew and I told him what I 
was doing. He advised me to just be 

honest with people, because if you’re 
honest with people they’ll stick with 
you.

I took that on board and I’ve let 
deals go but I’ve never told � bs, so 
I’ve never had to cover my backside, 
where some others will say whatever 
they need to get to an end. 

You have a keen interest in histo-
ry - are you interested in all types of 
history, or is there a particular area 
of special interest to you?

I’m interested in history in gener-
al. I � nd it all interesting, so I keep 
switching around. Ahead of Anzac 
Day, knowing there wasn’t going to 
be a service this year, I really honed 
in on military history and the soldier 
se� lers, because they were very rele-
vant at that time. Sometimes I just go 
on what’s relevant at the time because 
it’s relevant to other people as well at 
that time.

It’s really the history of this region 
that interests me most. I joined the 
local historical society when I was 
28 and I was the youngest one there, 
so I’ve had a long interest in history. 
But then I got into real estate and have 
worked six days a week in Shepparton 
ever since so I haven’t been an active 
member because I haven’t had time. I 
plan to engage more as time progress-
es.

I have an innate love of the town 
and the area. It’s sort of bred into you, 
and when you’re a footballer you’d 
run through a brick wall for the town 
if you had to and that still runs very 
deep within me. My interest in local 
history really re� ects that emotional 
a� achment I have to the town and the 
region. 

� ere are so many others with a sim-
ilar feeling who have moved on from 
the area, so in what I do with my inter-
est in local history and posting things 
on Facebook, I keep them connected 
to the area.

I know some people sco�  at Face-
book, but there’s a li� le community 
out there of people with connections 
to this town and maintaining that con-
nection for them helps me as much as 
it helps them.

Do you have a favourite historical 
� gure? 

Weary Dunlop would be up there. 

You’ve been out of action for the 
past few months with a broken foot. 
How have you handled that?

I fell three metres o�  a ladder on 
Christmas day and badly broke my 
foot and ankle. I was lucky I didn’t 
land on my head. If you jump o�  
something you’re prepared, but if you 
fall you’re a dead weight.

I sha� ered a navicular bone - it was 
like a hand grenade exploding and the 
surgeon had to cut part of my heel o�  
and shape it into a navicular bone and 
put plates and 12 screws in. So I made 
a nice job of it.

� e plates were supposed to be in 
until April 20, but when the surgeon 
knew they were going to shut o�  elec-
tive surgeries, he cancelled � ve other 
surgeries on the day I was done and 
took them out three weeks early. He 
knew if he le�  the plates in there for an 
inde� nite amount of time I could be 
in all sorts of trouble down the track. 
Fortunately it’s worked out okay.

You’ve got two choices when some-
thing like this happens, you can go 
down in the doldrums, or you can be 
thankful, and I chose the la� er. 

I’ve tried to have the view that I 
was lucky. If I had gone down on my 
back on the decking and hit my head 
I mightn’t be here or I might be a veg-
etable, so the fact that I only damaged 
my foot is something to be grateful for.

� ere are pros and cons to every 
disaster - there is always some good 
to come out of the bad. If you went 
through life never experiencing highs 
and lows then I reckon you’d be miss-
ing out. 

One of the pluses of this injury is 
that I’ve actually been able to stop and 
smell the roses a li� le bit - working six 
days a week in real estate you don’t 
usually get to do that. It’s given me 
a bit of refresher time and I’ve been 
making the most of that opportunity. 
I think I’ve been a fairly good patient, 
but you’d really need to ask my wife 
about that.

You love to take photos of the re-
gion as well. What’s behind that?

� ere was an young bloke around 
Violet Town, Harold Godden, who 
used to take photos of the region in 
the early 1900’s, and what he record-
ed was amazing. I’m trying to do the 
same thing and record history so that 
in years to come people might � nd it 
interesting.

Photography is all about light and 
I’ve been lucky enough to capture 
some photos around home at just the 
right moment when the light was just 
perfect. I’ve become a� uned to always 
scanning around and sometimes you 
get just the right shot because you’re 
looking at just the right moment.

Your family’s story is a very Aus-
tralian story - you are from convict 
stock on your mums side, and her 
family was also part of the Anzac 
story, and your dad’s family has 
been very connected to the coun-
try as stock agents. Do you feel like 
your family re� ects Australia’s his-
tory?

I’m conscious that we’re all part of 
history I suppose, and that we are 
living and making history that will be 
looked at by future generations.

I love looking at old newspaper 
articles on Trove, because you can 
look back at people’s lives and see 
the important times in their lives, 
because that’s usually when they’re 
in the paper, when signi� cant things 
happen. But in those things you see 
li� le snippets of their lives, and see 
the personal things besides the more 
formal stu�  that goes in the paper. It’s 
like a glimpse back in time and � nding 
those things is what I enjoy. 

If someone happens to see an arti-
cle about you on Trove in 100 years, 
what snippets do you think they’ll 
� nd?

I hope they’d just see me as someone 
who was connected to his communi-
ty and engaged with it without much 
fanfare.

A cuppa with Mark McNamara

Numurkah born and 
bred … Mark McNamara 
pictured at his fi rst 
communion at St John’s 
parish Numurkah.

Proud of his heritage …
A passion for local history 
has connected Mark to 
fellow Numurkah people 
– wherever they may be.
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Nurses celebrated on their day
WHEN the public is surveyed on 

which profession it trusts the most, 
nurses routinely appear at the top of 
the list. As the global COVID-19 pan-
demic rages, the work of nurses has 
never been more appreciated, as was 
reflected by International Nurses Day 
- generally only celebrated internally 
at places where nurses work - being 
acknowledged across the world last 
Tuesday.

International Nurses Day is celebrat-
ed annually on May 12, the birthday 
of history’s most famous nurse, Flor-
ence Nightingale.

That date was more fitting than ever 
this year given the current situation, as 
Florence, who pioneered the formal 
training of nurses, was also a pioneer 
of, and strong advocate for, sanitation 
and infection control. 

 This year, the 200th year since Flor-
ence Nightingale’s birth, also happens 
to be the World Health Organisation’s 
International Year of the Nurse and 
Midwife.

Celebrations were held across the 
NCN Health network last week, and 
the Leader caught up with three local 
nurses to find out how they came to 
the profession, what they think of it, 
and how they are handling being on 
the front line in these turbulent times.

Deb Hitchcock - Nurse Unit Man-
ager, Pioneers Lodge

When Deb Hitchcock started her 
nursing training in the 1970s, it was 
mostly because it was one of the few 
career options for women, and her 

mother encouraged her to do it. 
Those things notwithstanding, Deb 

has never looked back.
“I wouldn’t still be doing it if I didn’t 

love it,” she said.
“I love the people you meet, and the 

opportunity you have to help them 
and get to know them, and I love that 
every day is different.”

Though she was from the country, 
Deb applied to train at the Queen Vic-
toria Hospital in Melbourne because 
she wanted to get experience in the 
city. 

With her training complete, Deb 
moved back to the country and has 
now been nursing in Numurkah for 
38 years.

Deb has seen a lot of changes in 
medicine in her time, but says that 
keeping abreast of them is as simple as 
keeping yourself educated.

“You have to keep up with it, but 
that’s one of the things that make it 
interesting, and the changes and ad-
vances allow us to provide a higher 
quality of care.”

Deb said one of the greatest changes 
is that individual nurses have a much 
greater voice. 

“In the old days, you didn’t put your-
self out there - you just did what you 
were told. Now, you’re given a lot of 
opportunities, and you’re encouraged 
to speak up if you can see a way to im-
prove things.”

Deb said that all of the recent atten-
tion on nurses has been a little strange, 
but not unwelcome.

“It’s not really the context you’d like 

to be in the spotlight, but it’s nice to be 
acknowledged for our work,” she said.

“I think a lot of the reaction is real-
ly that we’re being recognised for the 
care we give in general, and it’s very 
nice to have so much appreciation 
shown for that.”

Kylie Darcy - Assistant Nurse Unit 
Manager, Karinya 

Kylie Darcy always wanted to be a 
midwife, but in her very first hospital 
placement she knew it wasn’t for her.

“I was on the midwifery ward and I 
saw the reality versus the warm fuzzy 
image that I’d had of it, and I knew I 
wasn’t cut out for it.”

Kylie, who started her training the 
first year that it was compulsory to 
train through university, wasn’t put 
off nursing though, and enjoyed the 
classroom and the ward equally.

“I’ve always loved that learning side 
of it, and I love that there is always 
something to learn and that you’re 
given the opportunity to learn differ-
ent areas and different skills,” she said.

Kylie has worked in many different 
aspects of nursing, including surgi-
cal and rehab, and agency nursing in 
Melbourne, but said she always comes 
back to aged care and palliative care.

“You usually get to nurse people for 
a longer time, so you get to know them 
and their families and the residents 
become like family to you,” she said.

“Although palliative care can be 
hard, it’s a privilege to be part of that 
with someone and to help them and 
their loved ones through it.”

For Kylie, the hardest part of nurs-
ing, especially in a management role, 
is supporting staff when there has 
been a crisis, such as a resident having 
a fall.

“Nurses tend to take on a lot of guilt, 
so there is a lot of debriefing after an 
incident to get everyone through it, 
and that can be challenging.

“But, once again, we have been given 
training to help us through that, and 
that’s what you call on.”

As for how she has weathered the 
current challenges, Kylie said deal-
ing with the virus itself is something 
she has viewed as more of an issue 
for acute staff, but the restrictions on 
aged care visiting have placed more 
demands on aged care staff.

“With the ban on visitors due to our 
residents being so vulnerable, we have 
had to step up to make sure their emo-
tional needs are met,” she said.

“We’ve had to make sure that we al-
low time just to stop and sit and chat 
with the residents, and we’ve been 
fielding a lot more phone calls from 
families too, so that’s kept us busy.

“But it’s been worth it. It’s always 
worth it.”

Gemma McGaw - Graduate regis-
tered nurse

Gemma McGaw’s first months as a 
fully qualified nurse have been a bap-
tism by fire, but her attitude to the 
risks assumed by nurses proves why 
they are so respected by society.

“It has been a bit nerve-racking 
coming to work with this virus going 

around, especially in the early weeks, 
but you just have to get up every day 
and do it,” she said.

“What else are you going to do? If 
everybody quits, then who is going to 
look after people?”

Gemma’s path to nursing was via 
health administration, then pathology 
collection, then training as an enrolled 
nurse and further study to become a 
registered nurse, while working.

Gemma has been working on the 
acute ward, but will cycle through the 
different departments throughout her 
year in NDHS’ graduate nurse pro-
gram, and is not yet sure which area 
she would like to specialise in.

“I wanted to have more contact with 
people, and be able to support them 
and I have that now,” Gemma said.

Whilst the job is what she thought 
it would be, Gemma said that most 
people seem to have a fairly limited 
perception of the nursing profession.

“People always ask you how you 
handle having to deal with bodily flu-
ids, and that is such a small part of the 
job.

“Nursing is a complex job and nurs-
es have so much expertise and knowl-
edge and that’s what makes it so inter-
esting and rewarding.”

For Gemma, the greatest challenges 
so far have been communicating bad 
diagnoses to patients, and watching 
people experiencing trauma.

“I’m still learning that side of the job, 
but I’m sure as I gain more experience 
it will get easier. I hope to be doing 
this for a long time.”

Dedicated to the job ... Kylie Darcy, Gemma McGaw and Deb Hitchcock wouldn’t swap their jobs for anything.
Princess for a day ... Karinya Nurse Unit Manager, Anita Way tries 
out a tiara on International Nurses Day.

Celebrating ... NDHS staff member Danielle James celebrates International Nurses Day with Karinya resi-
dents Mary Young, Bill McConnell, Margaret Jose and Winsome Wait.

Brightening the place up ... Resident John McLean and NDHS staff 
member Lauren Hodge get glammed up for International Nurses Day.
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NUMURKAH WATER TRUST.
TUESDAY, MAY 11.

Present: Coms. Cope (chairman) Campbell, Thorn-
ton, J. and G. Tuckett, Ball, Moss, Ross, Schier.

Engineer’s Report.
Mr Hay Ower reported:— Water supplies both at 

Wunghnu and Numurkah are unsatisfactory, and at 
each place pumping from an old well is giving a limited 
added supply. In response to his suggestion he under-
stood the railway department has arranged for water 
supplies at Tocumwal, relieving Numurkah of a very 
heavy drain on its resources.—Received,

Regarding the desired improvement of the water ser-
vice in Quinn-street, Numurkah, west of the railway line, 
he suggested replacing the 2-inch pipe from McDon-
ald-street west to Mr Tuttle’s residence with a 3-inch 
pipe. The estimated cost was about £300.—To stand 
over till next financial year.

He had inspected the horse-works and pumps at Yalca 
Whim well, and found that the bearings on which these 
rest are “out of true,” and require to be adjusted.—Re-
ceived.

On the matter of the request of the Numurkah Ag-
ricultural Society that water be laid on to the show-
grounds, the report showed that the cost would be 
£65.—Com. Thornton thought the rural trust might 
contribute £20. Rural ratepayers got the benefit of the 
water on show day and he did not think the townspeo-
ple should be asked to bear the whole cost; he thought 
£45 a fair thing for them to pay. The recommendation 
was that the pipe be laid inside the fence at a cost of £65, 
and that the rural trust contribute £20. He moved that 
the recommendation be adopted.—Com. Campbell 
seconded.

The agricultural community received the benefit, and 
they should bear a portion of the cost.—Com. Ball said 
the rural trust had nothing to do with laying the water 
on to the Nathalia ground, and there was no excuse for 
saddling the country people with a portion of this work.

Military Training.—In July next a resumption of the 
military training of all youths of the Commonwealth is 
due—according to statements made from time to time 
by those in authority. The training, it has been also fre-
quently asserted, will be entirely modern. Experience 
gained in the war will be freely drawn upon. There was 
almost a total cessation of citizen force training during 
the war. In 1914-15 there was said to be a lack of quali-
fied instructors: in 1918-19 the influenza epidemic was 
at its height, and last year questions of economy largely 
influenced the authorities in their decision not to re-
commence the training then. Lads of the 1901 quota 
who were transferred to the citizen forces on 1st July, 
1919 have attended only one parade. Those in the 1919 
quota, with a very few exceptions, have had no serious 
training for two years. These youths, therefore, together 
with those of the 1902 quota, who will be drafted into 
the citizen forces on 1st July, will have to undergo a full 
year’s training in 1920-21. In view of the early resump-
tion of training, the announcement of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s defence scheme is long overdue.

£1000 A YEAR FOR M.H.R’s.
To the Editor “The Leader.”
Sir—Is it not time for a local move in the matter of pro-

test against the proposal to pay members of the House 
of Representatives the above fabulous sum for their val-
uable services?

It is not quite out of the memory of the oldest inhab-
itant that a similar surprise was sprung upon the com-
munity a few years ago when the House raised stipends 
from £400 to £600, some members refusing, at least for 
awhile, to take the extra payment: what eventuated in 
their later history sayeth not.

The Tenth of June.—To the initiated, these words 
convey the warning that unless their shire rates are paid 
by that date they will find themselves disfranchised, and 
in the event of a municipal poll being taken they will not 
be able to exercise that prerogative of every democrat—
the right of a voice in the government of the shire.

This week in 1920 ... 
To celebrate the State Library of Victoria’s 

digitising of the war years editions of the Numurkah 
Leader, each week we will include the news of the 
week, 100 years ago.

To view these editions online go to trove.nla.gov.
au/ndp/del/title/591.

Flying high for local 
emergency heroes

A UNIQUE tribute in honour of 
local front line workers took place 
on Saturday - one you couldn’t 
miss.

Four airplanes took to the skies 
above the Goulburn Valley, � ying 
in formation to perform two circles 
each of Shepparton, Numurkah, 
Nathalia, and Echuca hospitals, 
with a last minute addition of Tat-
ura and Kyabram hospitals as the 
planes made their way back to their 
point of origin at Wahring air� eld.

� e tribute was the brainchild 
of Shepparton car dealer and pilot 
Ken Muston, who told the Leader
the � yover was inspired by a series 
of recent scenes on the evening 
news.

“I had seen clips of people in Italy 
banging pots and pans to thank and 
honour their healthcare workers, 
and people in the UK coming out 
and applauding them every � urs-
day, and I thought that we really 
weren’t doing enough to honour 
our front line workers in Australia,” 
he said.

“� e police have had an even 
more di�  cult job than usual in re-
cent weeks as they enforced restric-
tions, and hospital sta�  never know 
who is going to walk through their 
doors carrying the invisible enemy. 

“We’ve done be� er at dealing 
with this virus in Australia than 
most places, and I thought we really 
needed to honour the people who 
had been on the front line of that.”

Mr Muston said the � nal piece of 
the puzzle on how he could hon-

our front line sta�  came on May 8, 
when he saw footage of a � yover 
honouring the 75th anniversary of 
VE Day in London.

“A couple of days later it clicked, 
and I decided that as soon as we 
were allowed to do leisure � ights 
again, we would see about doing a 
tribute.”

Ken had li� le trouble roping in 
fellow pilots Andrew Clement from 
Murchison, Stuart Trevaskis from 
Tatura, and Paul Napier from Echu-
ca.

� e four took to the big blue sky 
on Saturday, on what Mr Muston 
described as ‘absolutely perfect’ 
conditions, for an hour and a half 
round trip.

“It couldn’t have gone be� er,” Ken 
said. 

“Flying in formation is really 
hard work because it requires a lot 
of concentration. When you learn 
to � y, you’re taught that if you see 
another plane you stay away, so it 
takes a lot of training and practice 
to master formation � ying, and the 

longer you’re up there, the more ex-
hausting it becomes.”

People across the region came out 
on Saturday morning to watch the 
� yover, and to join in on the tribute 
to emergency services workers. 

“We’re very glad that people en-
joyed it, and that we were able to 
help provide an opportunity for 
people to stop and acknowledge 
the incredible work of our doctors, 
nurses, paramedics and emergen-
cy service workers during COV-
ID-19,” Ken said. 

Birds eye view ... Numurkah hospital maintenance man Tim 
Jenkins had the prime position from which to watch the fl yover.

Taking to local skies ... The formation fl ight, pictured above 
Numurkah hospital, performed two circles of each of six 
hospitals in the region.

Taking in the tribute ... Numurkah hospital staff members and 
locals watched the fl yover from outside the hospital.

Perfect conditions ... Ken Muston said the pilots couldn’t 
have asked for a better day to perform the tribute.

All in it together ... Nathalia CFA, cert, police and health care workers gathered with hospital  
patients and Banawah residents to watch the fl yover. Photo by Cheryl Thorn.
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We need your help.
Please download
the COVIDSafe
app today.

Download the COVIDSafe app today to keep yourself and your 
community safe by helping our health workers to notify you quickly 
if you’ve come in contact with someone who has Coronavirus.

With your privacy protected by law, COVIDSafe keeps a secure note 
of other users you’ve been near if you have to go out. So, if they test 
positive for Coronavirus, you’ll be notifi ed. It’ll help us stop the spread 
sooner, so we can all get back to the things we love. 

Visit health.gov.au

Download the 
COVIDSafe app today.

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

Download the
COVIDSafe app
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

 Peter Cox & Sons 
Funeral Directors P/L

Cnr Meiklejohn and Quinn Sts., Numurkah
CARING, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, 

TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Phone 5862 3047
24 hours – 7 days a week

 TUTTLES
— FUNERAL SERVICES —

Phone 1300 858 333
Caring 24 hour service

Inc. Binger & Tuttle, Limbrick & Tuttle, 
Numurkah Funeral Services

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

FUNE� LS
Professional service 

and chapel
at a� ordable prices

 5862 2332
IVAN NEWBY             

PETER K� KE

FOR SALE

telfords.com.au

REAL. CUSTOM. SHEDS.
Looking for a custom built shed... 
Give Telfords a call today.

Shepparton (Head Office)

(03) 5821 4399

HENDY  — 
HOMMELHOFF . 
John and Miranda are 
thrilled to announce 
the safe arrival of 

NASH WAYNE 
HENDY

Born April 7, 2020.

Re: Doreen 
Kathleen Black (also 
known as Dawn 
Black), deceased
Creditors, next-of-
kin and others having 
claims in respect 
of the estate of the 
deceased, who died 
on the 20th July 
2019, are required 
by the trustee, Jeffrey 
James Black, care of 
16-18 Bank Street, 
Cobram Victoria to 
send particulars of 
their claims to the 
trustee by 20th July 
2020 after which 
date the trustee may 
convey or distribute 
the assets, having 
regard only to the 
claims of which the 
trustee has notice.

TAYLOR & 
WHITTY, 

Solicitors, 16 – 
18 Bank Street, 
Cobram, 3644.

THOMPSON —
Kevin Shane
Passed away May 
12, 2020 at Karinya 
Aged Care, in his 
62nd year.
Loving father of 
Stephen.
Friend of Janine and 
Deb.

Your Suffering Is 
Over

May You Rest In 
Peace

Thank you to the 
Karinya staff and 
Quinn Street Clinic 
staff for their care and 
compassion given to 
Kevin.

A Private Funeral for 
Kevin was held at 
the Numurkah Lawn 
Cemetery.

Peter Cox & Sons
(03) 5862 3047

Notification of Proposed nbn™ Radio Network Base 
Station Facility

The National Broadband Network (nbn) is a high speed broadband 
network designed to reach 100 per cent of Australian premises and 
provide the communications infrastructure to help us stop falling behind 
in an increasingly online world. 
nbn is committed to delivering leading edge broadband services to all 
Australians by leveraging the three types of technology available – fixed 
line, fixed wireless and satellite, depending on location.

As part of the fixed radio (wireless) component of the Network, nbn is 
proposing to expand the existing radio network base station at the 
following location; 

• 37 North Street Waaia Vic 3637 (Allot. 57 Sec. E Parish of 
Baulkamaugh) (RFNSA Site No. 3637003

The works are to provide high quality wireless broadband services to 
customers in the surrounding localities. 
The proposed works on site will involve the upgrade of existing technology 
upon the facility including and not limited to the replacement and 
installation of new antennas, radiocommunication dishes and associated 
ancillary equipment to enhance transmitting technology.  Furthermore 
the works will involve the replacement and addition of equipment 
shelters/outdoor units adjacent to the facility.

nbn regards the proposed installations as a Low Impact Facility under the 
Telecommunications (Low-Impact Facilities) Determination 2018. In these 
circumstances, it does not require planning approval from Council. This 
notification is undertaken in accordance with the requirements of Section 
7 of the Mobile Phone Base Station Deployment Code 2018.

Further information on this specific proposal can be obtained by 
calling Visionstream on 1300 745 210.
Written submissions can be sent to: 
nbn Planning Team,
Locked Bag 4001, Moorabbin VIC 3189
or via email to 
nbnwirelessvic@visionstream.com.au.
The closing date for submissions is
10th June 2020.

For general info on the nbn, email info@nbn.com.au, 
or visit our website at www.nbnco.com.au.

NUMURKAH LEADER

GEOFF
EDDY
BUILDER

Buildings & Alterations
of Quality Homes

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations
MOBILE

0418 326 478
NumurkahReg No. DB-U6526

Project2_Layout 1  13/10/14  9:23 AM  Page 1

Reg No DBU24094

Specialising in:
• New Homes • Pergolas • Reroofi ng

Specialising in septic systems
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

Matt: 0407 046 331  Phil: 0419 360 905 
Mark: 0427 646 231

Reg No DBU24094

Numurkah Building & Plumbing P/LNumurkah Building & Plumbing P/L
Numurkah Sand and GravelNumurkah Sand and Gravel
Ph: Ph: Kris -Kris - 0437 073 244    0437 073 244   Ash -Ash - 0418 879 636 0418 879 636

Truck and dogs • Water truck hire • Loader hire • Road grader at 140m 
1xgps • Excavator 2x20t 1x30t gps  • White rock • Cream and red granite 

• Hill rock • 20mm - 40mm brown rock • Blue rock (various sizes) • 
Stone dust • Washed pebbles (various sizes) • Agg rock and Septic 

rock • Garden topsoil • Packing sand • Lawn sand • Washed river sand • 
Commix • Compost • Mulch and barks

NEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAHNEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAH

NUMURKAH DENTURE CLINIC
108-110 MELVILLE ST NUMURKAH

BRUCE GRIFFETT OFFERS YOU
A FULL DENTURE SERVICE
• RELINES, REPAIRS & 
   MOUTH GUARDS
• VETERAN AFFAIRS

• VIC DENTURE SCHEME
• NSW DENTURE SCHEME

BY APPOINTMENT        PHONE BRUCE 0425 861 478 

WANT THIS SPACE?
Just $50 a week for a minimum 4 weeks

A great way to get in touch with 
your prospective new clients

5862 1034
printads@leader.net.au

GV LawnsGV Lawns
         & Landscaping& Landscaping
GV LawnsGV Lawns
         & Landscaping& Landscaping
Justi n Barker 0409 669 972

HORTICULTURE CERT 2 & 3
WE GROW AND SUPPLY OUR NURSERY STOCK

BIRTHS DEATHS BUSINESS NOTICES
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LIAM Gledhill had loved cricket 

since he was eight years old, but it was 
a moment watching an A grade game 
with his dad as a 12 year-old that ce-
mented his determination to one day 
take to the pitch as a senior player.

“Shane Collins got hit in the head 
by a Damian Woodman bouncer, and 
they stretchered him o�  the ground 
right past where I was standing,” Liam 
said.

“I thought ‘these guys are unbeliev-
able’.

“� ere’s a six foot ten opening bowl-
er bowling at a bloke and it’s hit him in 
the head and its caused a commotion, 
and I thought ‘gee there’s a fair bit go-
ing on here’. 

“� at was one of my � rst memories 
of watching Numurkah A grade and I 
always wanted to play for Numurkah.

Whilst it’s not a moment that would 
get most people excited about facing 
down that type of risk, it just made 
Liam want to play the game even 
more. 

“It spurred me on even more to get 
to that level,” he said.

Liam didn’t have to wait long. At the 
time of that incident, Liam had been 
playing with Numurkah Youth Club 
Cricket Club under 12s, but within a 
year he was in the senior team.

As an under 14s player, Liam � lled in 
for one D grade game, then a couple 
of B grade ones, then straight into A 
grade, still aged 13. 

� ough he was tall for a 13 year-old, 
Liam couldn’t help but be intimidated 
to take the ground against full grown 
men.

“It was nerve racking and I was in-
timidated, but I was in a good side 
with some very good players, so that 
calmed my nerves a bit,” he said. 

“Luckily I was in a really good side 
with a really good ba� ing line-up - 
Sartori, Cullen, Napier, McLeod - so 
I knew I wasn’t going to be needed to 
bat much.”

In his debut senior match, at home 
against Karramomus, Liam wasn’t 
called on to bat, but he stood out as 
a bowler, taking two wickets for 51 
runs.

When he � nally did take to the 
crease bat in hand, a few games into 
his A grade career, Liam called on 
what he knew in order to overcome 
his nerves.

“You just have to go back to how you 
practised and what you know to do, 
and just concentrate and watch the 
ball.

“It was a good experience. Mum 
probably didn’t enjoy watching it, but 
I enjoyed it and I was able to get more 
and more con� dent every time I went 
out there to bat.”

Whilst Liam was taking to the � eld 
with the NYCCC A grade team most 
weekends, he was also  playing for lo-
cal youth representative sides.

His performance in the under 16s 
Dowling Shield, which is run by 
the combined district clubs of Mel-
bourne, got him noticed, and he was 
invited to train with nine clubs across 
Melbourne.

For Liam, the choice was an easy 
one. 

“I’d always had it in my heart that 
I’d play for Melbourne Cricket Club 
- purely because they had the most 
Victorian players and a few Australian 
players played for them,” he said.

� e next two years saw Liam, and his 
parents, doing a lot of travelling whilst 
he trained with MCC whilst still at-
tending school in Numurkah. 

He represented Victoria as part of 

the under 17 side, then moved to Mel-
bourne to play for MCC as soon as he 
� nished year 12.

“It was really enjoyable to play that 
standard of cricket - it was a lot more 
enjoyable, a lot more intense train-
ing-wise and game-wise,” he said.

Liam played for the club’s thirds side, 
including in a premiership, and also 
played a handful of seconds games.

“I’d get promoted for the seconds 
when the � rst players would play for 
Victoria - Brad Hodge,  Dean Jones, 
Andrew McDonald, Shane Harwood, 
Simon Cook - whenever they played 
for Victoria I’d go up to the twos and 
when they came back I’d go back to 
the thirds,” he said.

“I did that for about a year and a half 
before city life did me in and I moved 
back to Numurkah.

“I enjoyed the night life in Mel-
bourne, but I didn’t enjoy being so far 
away from my mates in Numurkah, 
and my mates in Melbourne would be 
45 minutes to an hour away and that 
was hard when you didn’t have a car, 
and that made it hard to se� le in - I 
tried, but it just didn’t work out.”

Liam returned to Numurkah for � ve 
seasons, before being lured to Kata-
matite with the enticement of a coach-
ing position.

“Coaching was a new challenge - I’d 
never really thought about leaving 
Numurkah, but it was just something 
that was put in front of me one day. 
Numurkah might have o� ered it to 
me if I’d asked, but I’d been back at 
Numurkah for a while and I needed a 
change.

“� e Murray Valley competition was 
quite strong and that was a lure - to 
play on new grounds  with new blokes 
to play against. I knew it was a strong 
competition so I wanted to see what it 
was like and Ka� y got me at the right 
time.

With Liam’s younger brother Daniel 
appointed as assistant coach, the Gle-
dhill lads coached and played together 
for three years, making the grand � nal 
in their � rst year there.

For Liam, it was then onwards to a 
playing position at Waaia.

“I wanted to play another couple of 
years in the Murray Valley league and 
Waaia came calling. 

“� e Murray Valley league had a re-
ally strong inter-league rep side that 
I was playing in with a lot of Waaia 
guys, and I felt like I wasn’t quite � n-
ished there.

“We’d lost a couple of provincial � -
nals and I wanted to go that step fur-
ther and win a Melbourne Country 
Week, but we didn’t quite do it.

What Liam did do with Waaia 
though, was play in his � rst winning 
A-grade premiership team.

“� at was exciting. I’ve always played 
because I love the game, but winning 
the premiership is what you’re always 
working towards, that’s what you play 
the game for, so it was a great thing to 
be part of.”

Working towards a premiership be-
came a double edged sword a� er Liam 
returned to Numurkah a� er � ve years 
away, with Central Park dominating 
the Shepparton association, winning 
10 premierships in 12 years. 

“� at was really hard, to be playing 
cricket consistently knowing you wer-
en’t going to win a premiership,” he 
said.

“It’s extremely hard to keep front-
ing up knowing you’re going to play a 
full season of sport but you’ve got no 
chance of winning the premiership.”

Yet those hard years with no sni�  of 

ultimate victory made it all the sweet-
er when, in 2019, NYCCC � nally 
took the A grade � ag - a� er a 45 year 
drought.

“I never thought we’d get there - that 
in my time we would have a strong 
enough side to play in a grand � nal, let 
alone to win one,” he said.

“� at year was just something spe-
cial, and when we � nally did it, the 
total emotion of it all was overwhelm-
ing.”

“We were able to be really proactive 
in the o� -season a few years ago and 
recruit some really decent cricketers. 
We also had some very talented jun-
iors in our side and everything just 
kind of happened at the right time and 
we had a really strong team - we still 
have a really strong team.

NYCCC proved that again this sea-
son, being declared victors for the 
2020 season when the � nal was can-
celled due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

 Liam entertains no talk of the club 
being undeserving of claiming victory 
without the result of the � nal being 
de� nitively decided. 

“Everyone was really disappointed 
that we weren’t able to play the � nal 
this year, we wanted that experience 
of playing the grand � nal again. We 
felt con� dent that we were the best 
side in the competition and we want-
ed to show that.

“It irks me a li� le bit that we were 
beaten in the � rst � nal, because peo-
ple will say that there was a question 
mark, but we got the win for a great 
season  throughout the year, and we 
deserve that premiership as much as 
anybody.”

Having � nally secured victory, Liam 
said that the hunger may have waned 
at times, but it is de� nitely still there. 

“� ere’s de� nitely a fair bit of drive, 
but I’m not going to say I didn’t have 
a few moments last year when I didn’t 
have it. � ere were moments when I’d 

feel like we’d done it, and what do we 
do now? But then you try and go back 
to back, and now that we’ve done that, 
we go for the threepeat. You just keep 
seeing how far you can take it.”

Maintaining that drive is just anoth-
er aspect of the game that Liam de-
scribes as 70% mental.

“It doesn’t ma� er whether you’re 
ba� ing or bowling, it’s a game you 
play as much mentally as physically.

“You need to make a plan in your 
head and know what you should do 
and what you shouldn’t do, and be 
able to control yourself. 

“You need to � lter a lot of stu�  out of 
your head, but you become more con-
� dent as you go along, and you learn 
how to play that mental game.”

� roughout his long career, Liam 
has fought that mental ba� le and won 
- not least when he ba� ed his � rst cen-
tury for NYCCC.

“I hadn’t made a century in A grade 
and that was a real bugbear of mine, 

All round love of the game
All rounder … Liam Gled-
hill has proven himself as 
equally handy as a bats-
man and bowler in his long 
cricket career.
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that I couldn’t concentrate enough to get to the 
three � gures,” he said.

“I used to go over it with dad all the time - why 
couldn’t I do it? I could get to 60 or 80, but then 
I’d get out.

“I was captaining the Shepp country week side 
and we were playing Wangara� a in Melbourne 
when I made my � rst 100. I was so excited and 
so proud that when I got o�  the ground the � rst 
thing I did was ring dad.

“I’m not really sure now what made the di� er-
ence that day, but I just broke it down into blocks 
of 20 runs at a time - get to 20, then 40, then 60, 
and so on.

“� en the � oodgates opened and three days 
later we were playing Central Park and I made 
156. Somehow I’d learned to concentrate for the 
long period of time it takes to make 100.”

� at � rst century stands out as a milestone for 
Liam, but it is just one achievement in a long list 
for a man who has won countless club and league 
ba� ing, bowling and best and fairest awards.

He holds just about every record there is at 

NYCCC.
In February 2019, Liam became just the sec-

ond Blue to play in 200 A grade games, while 
captaining 86 of those, alongside club legend 
Andrew “Moppy” Cline. 

He has now played 217 games, taken 357 wick-
ets and 122 catches, and made 6,132 runs.

In 2018, he also won the Lightfoot Medal - 
Cricket Shepparton’s highest individual honour,  
for the � rst time, a� er being runner-up on sever-
al occasions. 

For Liam, the award came as a surprise.
“I didn’t really have my sights on it - probably 

early in my career I would have liked to have won 
a couple - but by that stage I wasn’t focussed on 
it.

“We were playing in the grand � nal that week 
so all my a� ention was on that.

“I thought I’d had a reasonable season without 
having been the best, and I didn’t going there ex-
pecting to win it, so it was a nice surprise. 

“It did feel a bit sweeter because I’d come run-
ner-up a few times, and it is nice to look back on 

now and show my son.”
With Liam just three years shy of 40, the inevi-

table question of retirement hangs in the air, but 
it’s not something that’s on Liam’s radar.

“I don’t know whether 37 is old for a cricketer 
or not - I think it depends on who you talk to,” 
he said.

“And we’ve got a really strong young group 
who are doing their time in B grade at the mo-
ment and there’s going to come a time when four 
or � ve guys come straight into A grade. If that 
takes my spot then it takes my spot - I’m not too 
fussed.

“I’d be happy to be play B grade if that time 
comes, and I wouldn’t rule out coaching, but 
that’s not something I’ve given much thought to.

� e prospect of retirement has been presented 
to Liam before, but he wasn’t interested.

“When I was 33 my doctor told me I had to 
stop playing all sport because my knee was no 
good. I said no, that’s not possible - footy can go, 
and I won’t try and bowl fast any more, I’ll just 
bowl some spin, but I can’t give up cricket now,” 

he said.
“I’ve never looked back and the knee can han-

dle a lot more now. I don’t know how many more 
years I’ve got le� , but I’m good for a while I reck-
on.”

Two of the things that have made Liam so val-
uable as a player are his status as an all-rounder, 
and his consistency.

“As far as consistency goes, I don’t miss many 
training sessions - I always try and make the 
training sessions and get something out of it 
each time, and I think that makes a di� erence.

“As for ba� ing versus bowling, I just want to be 
part of the game and impact the game as much 
as I can. It doesn’t really ma� er to me whether 
that’s with a bat or a ball.”

“I’ve been happy with my career and now it’s 
about trying to win as many premierships as I 
can before I retire.

“To me it’s an exciting sport of not knowing 
what’s going to happen, but you can have some 
control of what the outcome is going to be.”

Golfers on course

by “� e Shankster”
AFTER what seemed like an eternity to most, 

local golfers were back on the golf course last 
week, more than seven weeks a� er they had 
played their previous last round.

Nathalia was back playing competition on the 
weekend, but Numurkah only allowed social 
golf for a week, while the club’s board worked 
through the logistics of ge� ing competition golf 

Patience ... Darryl Sheridan waits while one of his playing partners sorts out his equipment.
Name your shot ... David Ludington tees off for the fi rst time 
in eight weeks.

Still in form ... Nola Dalton chips to the 14th green. Unwedged ... Jenny Ludington watches her chip onto the green.

Fore! ... Dave Gilmour lines up his shot over the trees after 
a wayward tee shot.
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LIAM Gledhill had loved cricket since he was eight years old, but it was a moment watching an A grade game with his dad 
as a 12 year-old that cemented his determination to one day take to the pitch as a senior player... Story page 14

Golfers back getting their fi x
by “� e Shankster”
AFTER what seemed 

like an eternity to most, 
local golfers were back 
on the golf course last 
week, more than seven 
weeks a� er they had 
played their previous last 
round.

Nathalia was back play-
ing competition on the 
weekend, but Numur-
kah only allowed social 
golf for a week, while 
the club’s board worked 
through the logistics of 
ge� ing competition golf 
back on the agenda.

Club president Bev-
erley Hutchins said the 
situation at Numurkah is 
quite unique, compared 
to other clubs in the area.

“We run our pro shop 
out of the clubhouse, 
which has been closed all 
this time, so we’ve had to 
work out the best way to 
bring sta�  back in to run 
our competitions,” Mrs 
Hutchins said.

“Unlike clubs with sep-
arate pro shops, that are 
usually leased out, our 

pro shop is sta� ed by our 
bar sta� , but I think most 
golfers were just happy 
to be able to get out on 
the course last week, on 
some fantastic, sunny 
days, to have a hit and 
blow out the cobwebs.

“We will begin compe-
titions today (Wednes-
day), with the usual 
women’s comp, then we 
have our � ursday men’s 
competition, and both 
men and women out on 
Saturday.

“Hopefully, we will be 
able to have the club-
house open every day, 
for restricted hours dur-
ing daylight, from next 
week.”

A number of players 
have taken to the course 
over the past week, with 
many groups out four or 
� ve times.

While the area around 
the clubhouse was notice-
ably very quiet on Satur-
day, as it should be, there 
were a good number of 
players out on the course. Cart rally ... This group took their social distancing seriously.
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