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WHILST Premier Daniel Andrews’ roadmap for 
Victoria to start moving out of its current severe 
lockdown was met with almost universal disap-
pointment and disapproval when it was announced 
on Sunday, it is a reality that none of us can escape 
- literally, given the equally severe state border re-
strictions. 

Having changed from the stage two, three and four 
restriction system that we’ve all become so familiar 
with in recent months, to a step system based on the 
number of new con� rmed cases, trigger points and 
health advice, the entire state will remain subject to 
similar restrictions, at various levels, for the next two 
months at least.

Whilst Melbourne will remain under stage four 
restrictions, including a nightly curfew and distance 
restrictions, until September 28, at which time it 
will move to step three of the new roadmap, regional 
Victoria will leap-frog to step two as of 11.59pm this 
Sunday, September, 13. 

According to the roadmap, step two will mean 
there continues to be only four reasons that you can 
leave home:

• shop for food and necessary goods or services
• provide care, for compassionate reasons or to 

seek medical treatment
• outdoor exercise or recreation
• work or education, if you can’t do it from home
However, there will be fewer restrictions on these 

activities. 

Outdoor exercise and recreation is allowed with 
no limits on duration or frequency, and outdoor 
pools and playgrounds will be open.

Public outdoor gatherings of up to � ve people 
from a maximum of two households is also allowed, 
with infants under 12 months of age not included in 
the � ve person limit. 

People living alone or single parents can nominate 
one person with whom they can form a social bub-
ble (‘single social bubble’). A ‘single social bubble’ 
allows you to visit each other for social interaction. 
If you live in regional Victoria you can only form a 
bubble with someone in regional Victoria, not met-
ropolitan Melbourne.

If the person you nominate to be in your bubble 
lives with other people, you can only visit if they are 
at home alone. Alternatively, they can visit you at 
home.

Single parents with dependants who cannot be le�  
alone will be allowed to include their dependants in 
the bubble.

Professional respite care for people with complex 
needs is also allowed.

In addition to childcare being open, there will  
staged return to onsite learning, with safety meas-
ures in place, for all regional primary and secondary 
school students for term four.

Hospitality businesses will remain restricted to of-
fering take-away and delivery only, retail outlets will 
be able to open with density and other restrictions, 

and hairdressers will be able to remain open, though 
beauty and other ‘personal’ services will have to re-
main closed.

As for real estate, private inspections and auctions 
will remain online only.

Ceremonies and special occasions will remain un-
der strict restrictions, with weddings allowed to be 
held on compassionate grounds only, and limited to 
� ve people including the couple, two witnesses and 
celebrant. 

Funerals will be allowed with up to 10 people, with 
infants under 12 months of age or people required to 
conduct the funeral not included in the limit. 

Places of worship have to remain closed, but out-
door gatherings (not ceremonies) of up to � ve peo-
ple, plus one faith leader, proximate to a place of 
worship, are allowed.

Travel within Victoria is not allowed, unless for 
one of the four permi� ed purposes, entertainment 
venues are to remain closed

Accommodation and camping remains o�  limits, 
except for emergency or permi� ed purposes.

Subject to public health advice, the above condi-
tions will remain in place until the average number 
of new COVID-19 cases across Victoria over the last 
14 days - counted from next Monday, September 14 
- are fewer than � ve per day, and total number of new 
cases with an unknown source in the last 14 days is 
zero.

Regional COVID roadmap

Pushing himself for a 
cause ... Bradley Skidmore is 
celebrating his 18th birthday by 
raising money for the Starlight 
Children’s Foundation.
See story page 9.

Taking a 
tour for 
the kids
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Barry Schmedje
It’s ridiculous. Why are region-

al areas still in such a tight lock-
down when there’s hardly any vi-
rus here? � ey say it’ll only last a 
couple more weeks, but we’ve had 
no real con� rmation of that. It’s 
really on the nose. 

Ian Hannaford
I think it’s a bit too tight in re-

gional areas. � ere’s a lot more 
things we could be safely doing 
here - like golf and � shing and 
camping - and I don’t see why 
they don’t open it up more and let 
us do it. We can’t go interstate for 
holidays, and now we can’t even 
go in Victoria. 

Heather Henderson
It’s too slow. It’s wrecking the 

economy, and I think the mental 
health e� ects of it going on this 
long are going to be terrible. � ey 
need to speed it up. 

What do you think of Victoria’s roadmap out of lockdown?
IF you’d told us a year ago that 

we’d be tuning into daily press 
conferences with Premier Dan An-
drews with as much anticipation 
as the � nal episode of Game of 
� rones, we’d probably have called 
you mad - yet that’s exactly how 

2020 has played out.
Unfortunately, that anticipation 

led to almost universal disappoint-
ment on Sunday, with Victoria’s 
roadmap out of lockdown o� ering 
precious li� le in the way of new 
freedom, no ma� er where you are 

in the state. 
Having changed from the stage 

two, three and four system that 
we’ve all become so familiar with 
in recent months, to a step system 
based on the number of new con-
� rmed cases, Victorians are still 

facing, at minimum, weeks of tight 
restrictions moving forward.

� is week, the Leader took to 
Melville Street to ask people what 
they thought of the roadmap out of 
lockdown.

Ivan Strnak
I’ve stopped caring to be 

honest. I’m only worried 
about me and my kids now, 
and we’ll just keep doing what 
we’re allowed to do and wait 
until we’re told we can do 
more. I don’t watch the news 
any more because it’s just 
the same thing over and over 
again and it’s too depressing.  
We all just need to hunker 
down and wait until it’s over, 
because there’s not much else 
we can do.

Samantha P
I’m not happy about it at 

all. Other states are allowed 
to do so much more than us 
because they’ve got less cases 
because their testing rates are 
much lower. It’s only Victori-
ans who are being punished 
and I’m sick of it. Dan An-
drews is using the lockdown 
as an opportunity to get away 
with things, like stopping the 
protests in the Barmah Na-
tional Park, and doing things 
behind the scenes against the 
brumbies.

Carol Collins
Until they get the numbers 

down, I think the restrictions 
are alright. It’s not really a� ect-
ing regional people that much 
because we’re still allowed to 
do almost everything, and 
most of our businesses are 
still open.

A QUAD bike stolen from a 
farming property in Lorenz’s 
Road, Katunga, overnight on Sun-
day, August 30, was later recov-
ered in a nearby drainage channel 
and returned to the owner. 

Anyone with any knowledge of 
the the�  is asked to contact Nu-
murkah Police on 5862 3311.

Police are warning drivers to 
take extra care on local roads as 
the arrival of spring sees an in-
crease in farm machinery sharing 
the roads with other vehicles. 

It’s legal to drive some farm ma-
chinery on public roads, and it’s 
o� en the only way farmers can get 

from property to property. 
� e combination of slow trav-

eling farm equipment and faster 
motor vehicles means the time 
before the two collide can be 
mere seconds. Add in any driver 
distraction, such as talking on a 
mobile phone, fatigue, speed and 
driving under the in� uence of 
drugs/alcohol and it can easily 
result in a serious collision, o� en 
with dire consequences. 

Drivers are reminded to be vigi-
lant on our rural roads, and be es-
pecially mindful of slow-moving 
vehicles. 

A HOUSE � re started  by a 
clothes dryer at Invergordon last 
Wednesday, September 2, got a 
strong response from local � re bri-
gades, with Numurkah’s pumper, 
tanker and forward control vehi-
cle, and trucks from  Drumanure, 
Katandra, Katamatite and Naring, 
along with Shepparton’s aerial 
pumper and hazard materials van, 
all turning out.

Fortunately, the � re which started 
in the laundry at 3.15am at a house 
on Union Road, near the corner of 
Wunghnu Road, was noticed early 

by the home’s residents and was 
con� ned to the dryer. 

� e heat from the � re melted an 
exhaust fan and the laundry walls 
were stained from the smoke. 

Shepparton’s two appliances 
and Numurkah’s tanker and FCV 
were stopped enroute.  Naring was 
stopped before turning out.

In the only other turn out of the 
past week, Tallygaroopna, Katan-
dra and Wunghnu � re brigades 
were called to an unde� ned � re at 
� ompsons Road, Tallygaroopna, 
at 6.20pm last Friday.

Stolen quad bike 
found in channel

Dryer fi re gets 
strong response

POLICE
BEAT
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AS you approach the entrance to Allan and Ei-
leen Harbor’s Numurkah home, a sign declares 
that a � sherman lives there with the catch of his 
life.

Inside, Allan tries to play it cool though, de-
claring that 60 years into the couple’s ‘trial mar-
riage’ he’s decided that Eileen isn’t up to scratch. 
Eileen’s wry smile and roll of the eyes  by way 
of response shows that she’s well used to Allan’s 
cheeky dad jokes and not one bit o� ended.

Both Numurkah born and bred, and less than 
a year apart in age, Allan and Eileen knew each 
other, or at least knew of each other, as they grew 
up, but it wasn’t until they found themselves 
working next door to each other as teenagers, 
that love bloomed.

Eileen was a waitress at Don Stables’ cafe, 
which formerly occupied the Melville Street 
building where Numurkah Furniture and Bed-
ding is now located, while Don was the butcher’s 
boy at Eric Lee’s butcher shop next door, at what 
is now Vinnies. 

Allan will tell you that it all started because he 
wanted a girlfriend he could walk home with,  
and whether or not that’s true, Eileen con� rms 
that it was indeed on the walk home from work 
that love blossomed.

“Allan and I lived about three blocks from each 
other in west Numurkah, and there was a group 
of about 10 of us that worked in town and lived 
over there and we all used to walk home together 
singing songs and talking,” she said.

“Allan and I used to talk as we walked home 
and we just hit it o�  and that was that.”

Around two years later, with Eileen aged 17 
and Allan 18, the couple announced their en-
gagement, but didn’t marry for another three 
years.

“I wanted to make sure we were set up when 
we got married, so I was in no rush,” Allan said.

� e couple � nally married in front of 100 
guests at St John’s Catholic Church Numurkah 
on   September 3, 1960, which, according to Ei-
leen, was a beautiful spring day. 

“Straight a� er our wedding we moved into a 
brand new home with a brand new FC Holden,” 
Allan said.

Whilst Allan worked hard building up a 
transport business, Eileen stayed home to look 
a� er their growing brood, which now num-
bers � ve children, six grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren, with one more on the way.

� ey both say there is no great secret behind 
their long, happy marriage, apart from having al-
ways taken care of each other.

“Allan always worked hard to provide for the 
family, and I always made sure that I was there 
when he got home and that I had dinner cooked 
for him,” Eileen said.

Allan said that he regularly drove to and from 
Colleambally, o� en returning home before 
heading o�  again straight a� er, but Eileen al-
ways made sure he wasn’t travelling on an empty 
stomach.

“No ma� er what time I le�  she always got up 
and made me a cooked breakfast,” he said.

“And I quickly learned that, no ma� er what 
time I got home, I never said I’d already eaten 
because she would keep dinner for me and I’d be 
in trouble if I didn’t eat it.”

� ough theirs has been a harmonious union 

without major discord, there have been the typi-
cal disagreements along the way.

“It’s usually about what we’re going to eat,” Ei-
leen said.

“We share the work in the kitchen, but we can’t 
always agree on what we want to eat.”

Another thing they can’t agree on is who wins 
those arguments, each pointing to the other 
when the question is asked.

Allan said the key to resolving arguments is to 
get on with them.

“If you have a blue, get going and get it over 
with so you can start on the next one.”

� ough they have enjoyed each other’s compa-
ny ever since they clicked on those walks home 
so long ago, and have relished in sharing family 
life, both Allan and Eileen agree that not being 
under each other’s feet is one of the pillars to 
matrimonial harmony.

“We’ve always had our space and our own ideas 
and we’ve both kept busy,” Eileen said. 

“And we’ve never go� en sick of each other.”

Young love ... Eileen and Allan on their 
wedding day in 1960.

Trial marriage going strong after 60 years
Building a legacy ... 
Eileen and Allan have 
worked together to create 
and provide for a happy 
family with fi ve kids, six 
grandkids and seven 
great-grandkids.

RECENT threats and disingenuous claims by global tech giants 
Google and Facebook, provide a stark and compelling reminder 
of why government intervention is necessary to force these two 
global behemoths to the table to negotiate with news media busi-
nesses; the subject of their current posturing, according to Coun-
try Press Australia president, Bruce Ellen.

� e negotiating framework outlined in the ACCC’s Mandato-
ry Code exposure dra� , proposes, like any sensible commercial 
business arrangement where parties have equal bargaining pow-
er, appropriate recognition and recompense is exchanged for the 
costs incurred by one party in producing a product, then used by 
another for commercial bene� t.

But of course, the power imbalance between two of the most 
powerful businesses ever seen, and news media businesses, par-
ticularly small independent publishers, is immense.

� e core of this ma� er, is that the signi� cant cost of producing 

independent and objective news and journalism by news media 
businesses vital to our democracy, is being used by the global tech 
giants to drive increased audiences and engagement, and build 
trust in their platforms, providing them with both a direct and in-
direct commercial bene� t.

� is is primarily in the form of paid advertising on the tech gi-
ants’ various platforms that is leveraged by the size and engage-
ment of their audience, all contributed to by the content taken 
from news media businesses.

� e fact that this commercial bene� t to the tech giants, has been 
at the expense of advertising revenue that previously supported 
the provision of public interest journalism in news media busi-
nesses, massively compounds the challenges facing our democra-
cy in sustaining independent and objective reporting, analysis and 
investigation.

� is concern is particularly acute for regional, rural and small 

publishers, where the economies of scale available to large corpo-
rate media conglomerates do not exist. Recent closures of regional 
newspapers and local broadcasting newsrooms highlight the chal-
lenges.

Regional and rural communities should not be excluded from 
this vital part of our democracy, that holds those in power to ac-
count, and sheds a light on injustices in those local communities.

Until the Australian Government led the world in December 
2017, by directing the ACCC to investigate competition in the 
media and advertising services market, escalating concerns about 
the future of public interest journalism were largely being ignored 
by those outside the industry.

“Country Press Australia applauds the Federal Government and 
ACCC for their determination to bring the global tech giants to 
the table to address a serious ma� er that should be of vital concern 
to all Australians,” Mr Ellen said.

Country press to battle tech giants
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To report service issues and emergencies 
after hours call (03) 5871 9222.

Phone
Call us on 5871 9222

NRS
133 677

Email
info@moira.vic.gov.au

Mail
PO Box 578, Cobram VIC 3643

Customer Service
Centres
44 Station Street, Cobram
100 Belmore Street, Yarrawonga

Community 
Update

Community Engagement 
Strategy – last chance to 
have your say
We are revising our Community Engagement Strategy 
and want to hear directly from you on the ways we 
can improve in engaging and consulting with the 
community on projects and issues.

The first step in the development of our Community 
Engagement Strategy is to ask you what you think.

Feedback closes Friday 11 September 2020.

Australia Day Awards 2021 
– time to nominate
Nominations for the 2021 Moira Shire Council Australia 
Day Awards are now open.

These awards celebrate ordinary people and groups 
making an extraordinary contribution to our local 

community and during these trying 
times, it is more important than 
ever to recognise those efforts and 
achievements.

There are five categories – Citizen; 
Young Citizen; Community 

Event; Community Organisation; and Arts, Culture and/or 
Environment Project.

From model citizens, active community groups, organisations 
running fantastic programs through to young champions – we 
want to recognise them all.

Nominations can be made online via our website.

If you require assistance in completing your application form, 
please contact us. 

Town Entrance Signage – 
don’t forget to vote for your 
favourite motif
Signs are being installed at all town entrances across the shire.

These signs will display an individual motif, for example a 
sheep, tree or water skier.

The first stage of this consultation process, where we asked 
you to send in your motif suggestions, has been completed 
and we received a terrific response.

This is the second stage of the process and it is your chance to 
vote on the short listed ideas sent to us by 
members of your community.

Once the votes have been counted and the 
results announced, the chosen motif for 
your town will be placed front and centre 
and be an integral part of the entrance 
sign.

Go to our website for more information  
or to vote.

Voting will close 5pm Friday 11 
September.

Victorian 
Government 
Mask Distribution 
Program
Through the Victorian Government 
Mask Distribution Program, Council 
is providing masks to vulnerable 
community members.

Eligible community members can apply for masks via our website, by phoning 
our friendly Customer Service Team or in person at the Cobram Customer 
Service Centre.

For more information please visit www.moira.vic.gov.au/masks  

  

Next Council Meeting – September
The final ordinary meeting of Moira Shire Council prior to the Local 
Government elections will commence at 5pm Wednesday 16 
September at the Cobram Civic Centre.

Due to the Emergency Measures Act 2020 this meeting will be closed 
to the public, however it will be streamed live via our Facebook page 
and can be viewed on our website.

Questions from the public must be emailed to info@moira.vic.gov.au 
by 12pm on the day of the meeting and be clearly marked as questions 
for the September meeting.

Submitted questions will be read at the designated section of the 
meeting and answered by the appropriate officer or councillor.

For more information please give our friendly Customer Service Team  
a call.
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KEEPING an eye on Moira Shire’s number of 
con� rmed COVID-19 cases has become a li� le 
like watching tennis in the past few days, with 
the number increasing by one, then retreating, 
then increasing again, but being listed as no 
longer active. 

� e case was initially reported on Wednesday 
following a Cobram resident undergoing a posi-
tive COVID-19 swab test at GV Health. 

It was then put under review while the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 
conducted further testing of the resident, who 
was not displaying any symptoms.

DHHS then con� rmed on Sunday that the in-
dividual had tested positive to COVID-19, but 
was no longer considered an active case, mean-
ing that, although Moira Shire’s con� rmed cas-
es have risen to 12, there are no active cases of 
COVID-19 in the shire. 

Contact tracing has been done by the DHHS 

Public Health Unit, and all close contacts of the 
latest case are isolating and will be tested. 

NCN Health will be conducting a pop-up 
asymptomatic COVID-19 testing clinic for the 
community tomorrow at the Uniting Church 
Hall, 10 Hay Avenue, Cobram, from 12pm to 
4pm. 

NCN Health CEO Jacque Phillips said she 
understood the community want more infor-
mation about the positive case, and his or her 
movements. 

“I understand this is an anxious time for the 
community. Please be assured that contact trac-
ing is done thoroughly by the DHHS Public 
Health Unit and this includes the places that 
con� rmed cases have visited,” she said.

“All people and places who are close contacts 
will be contacted directly by the Public Health 
Unit.” 

Ms Phillips said NCN Health would continue 

to keep the community updated on any COV-
ID-19 positive cases and information from the 
DHHS. 

She urged the community to stay vigilant.
“I know the community are tired, frustrated 

and worried, however, if you follow the public 
health advice, the risk of infection from COV-
ID-19 is low. 

“Ensure you practise social distancing, staying 
1.5 metres away from others, and follow good 
hand hygiene. If you feel unwell stay home and 
arrange to get tested. 

“All of these things together signi� cantly re-
duces risk of infection to you and your family.” 

Ms Phillips said NCN Health has a number 
of measures in place to help reduce the risk of 
transmission of COVID-19. � ese include; a re-
striction on visitors, all sta�  wear masks and any 
person a� ending the health service for health 
care or visiting must wear a face covering.

Free COVID-19 swab testing is available Mon-
day to Friday in Numurkah, Nathalia and Co-
bram.

Testing is available to people who are showing 
symptoms, however mild, of COVID-19 includ-
ing; fever, chills or sweats, cough, sore throat, 
shortness of breath, runny nose, loss of the sense 
of taste, loss of the sense of small, or fatigue or 
tiredness for no identi� ed reason.

• Testing for COVID-19 is available Monday 
to Friday at the NCN Health Numurkah car 
park, from 1.30pm – 3.30pm, no appointment 
is necessary.

• You can book a COVID-19 swab test at NCN 
Health Nathalia by calling 5866 9444

• � e Cobram Community Testing Clinic is 
open Monday to Friday, 1.30pm – 3.30pm. To 
make an appointment call 5871 0777 and select 
option 6.

Moira’s COVID cases up to 12, but none active

NUMUR� H’S smaller resi-
dents have had a tough year, with 
public playgrounds o�  limits for all 
but a short time since March. 

Soon, the Apex Park playground, 
and the skate park across the road 
from it, will be o�  limits for a much 
happier reason - they will be ge� ing 
a upgrade.

Moira Shire Council has allo-
cated $360,000 of the $1 million 
Drought Communities Funding 
it has received from the Federal 
Government, towards the project, 
which is planned to be completed 
by the end of the 2020/2021 � nan-
cial year. 

� e Numurkah Play Space Up-
grade Project will comprise of three 
elements: renewal of the Apex Park 
playground, a junior skate park 

and a wombat crossing to link the 
two to improve safety for children 
crossing between the areas.

� e Apex Park upgrade will in-
clude a large amount of new equip-
ment, as well as fencing and seating.

Public feedback is currently being 
sought on the project, and can be 
submi� ed at: h� ps://www.survey-
monkey.com/r/apexnumurkah, or 
by calling Moira Shire’s customer 
service team on 5871 9222. 

Submissions close at 5pm next 
Monday, September 14.

 Once the results of the commu-
nity consultation are collated, the 
design will be updated and � nal-
ised.

Plans can be viewed on Moira 
Shire’s Facebook page, or on a large 
board on display in Apex Park.

Numurkah playspace upgrade on the way

Looks like fun ... The 
proposed design for 
the The Numurkah Play 
Space Upgrade Project. 
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Mayor’s Message
Shire-wide organic waste 
service anniversary 

Moira Shire has just celebrated its first year anniversary of the shire-wide kerbside 
organic waste service and has recorded some stellar results.

Our shire is undoubtedly at the forefront of waste 
management.

In 2014 Council introduced a kerbside organic service 
into the residential areas in our four main towns.

Due to its overwhelming success, we expanded that 
service 12 months ago to include most residential-
zoned properties throughout the shire; one of the first 
local government areas in Victoria to do so.

Since 2014 we have diverted almost 15,500 tonnes 
of organic waste from our only landfill site, which is 
located near Cobram.

We have also set a new industry benchmark in low 
contamination rates, consistently averaging less than 
1% – we are currently registering 0.3% contamination 
rates in our organic waste and are the best in Victoria.

The success of the organic waste service was directly 
attributable to the residents who have embraced it.

Ratepayers contribute around $500,000 a year in state 
landfill levies.

It is vital we divert as much waste as possible from our one and only landfill site, not only to extend 
the life of this site but to keep our levy payments and waste charges as low as possible.

We are landfilling around 11,500 tonnes of waste each year and at current rates our Cobram 
landfill will be full within the next 10-15 years.

Current Victorian Government policy says Moira Shire Council will not be eligible for future funding 
assistance to establish and operate any new landfill sites.

This means ratepayers will need to meet the entire future costs of a new landfill within our shire or 
we will have to ship our waste out of the shire.

So it makes sense to extend the life of our current landfill for as long as we can.

Council also needs to consider the cost of maintaining the landfill site once it is full.

As organic waste breaks down it generates landfill gasses including methane which is at least 20 
times more potent than carbon dioxide.

In addition to paying levies to the state, councils are also required to meet the costs of monitoring 
and controlling these emissions – particularly methane – for at least 30 years after the landfill stops 
receiving waste.

Our kerbside organic waste service will go a long way to save money for ratepayers now and well 
into the future, as well as looking after our local environment.

LARGELARGE
FORMATFORMAT
PRINTINGPRINTING

NOW AVAILABLE IN STORE
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IT’S safe to say that, right now, we are all living through times the 
likes of which we hope to  never see again.

But as trying as 2020 has turned out to be, lessons have been learned 
about our own personal resilience, and that of the community in 
which we live.

As we’ve all struggled along in our li� le bubbles, so many of us have 
done our best to create something positive from the experience, and 
tales of learning new skills, and � nding new ways to communicate, 
abound.

Numurkah Community Learning Centre (NCLC) is looking to 
plumb these new depths of creativity by sponsoring the creation of a 
commemorative quilt, showing what life in lockdown  looked like for 
the Numurkah community.

NCLC manager Deb Fowler told the Leader the project was another 
way for the community to create something positive from the expe-
rience.

“For most of us, there has never been a time when we’ve been called 
on to show so much resilience, both as individuals and as a commu-
nity,” she said.

“People have really struggled with it, there’s no doubt about that, 
but they’ve done it. People have dug deep and been creative about 
how they’ve go� en through this and how they’ve helped each other 
through it.

“We thought a quilt showing di� erent experiences would be a good 
way to commemorate this time, and something that a lot of people 
could contribute to.”

Ms Fowler said that, though some good had come from the expe-
rience of the pandemic, there was no shying away from the negative 
impact it had had.

“We are asking people to create a patch for the quilt that shows their 
own experience during lockdown, what they’ve done to get through 
it, how they’ve occupied themselves, but also how they’ve felt,” she 
said.

“� ere has been plenty of cooking, and gardening, and walking, 
and reading and watching of movies going on, but there has also been 
boredom and loneliness and sadness and we want to show all of those 
struggles and triumphs together, and how we came out of it at the end.

“We want this quilt to be a permanent testament to the resilience of 
our community, and you don’t get resilience without adversity.”

Deb said the NCLC sta�  already has the perfect spot to hang the 
quilt so it can be seen by everyone who walks in the doors.

“I think it’s going to be amazing, and I can’t wait to see what people 
come up with.”

� e quilt will feature 48 squares, each of which will be 27cm x 27cm.
To register your interest in creating a square, contact Deb Fowler on 

5862 2249.

A stitch to commemorate trying times

Help fi ll this space ... NCLC’s Janene 
Gittens and Deb Fowler are looking forward 
to this window being covered by a community 
quilt telling the tale of local life in lockdown. 
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A CRISIS OUT THERE 
IS NO EXCUSE FOR 
VIOLENCE IN HERE.

If you or someone you 
know is experiencing abuse 
or domestic violence, help is 
here. Get free, confidential 
online and phone advice 
and counselling for 
women and men. 24/7.

THERE'S NO PLACE FOR
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Thanks  Sieg
I WRITE this le� er to show appreciation and 

give thanks to one of Numurkah’s citizens, Sieg 
Seiter, for the tireless work he continues to do.

He worked hard to complete the memorial 
for the Numurkah Mob, now standing close to 
the Numurkah soldiers memorial.

� is is a clear example of the ingenious 
thought and work Sieg has successfully under-
taken.

Now Sieg, in conjunction with David Rob-
erts, has implemented lighting over this me-
morial.

Fourteen Numurkah soldiers spent � ve years 
in Changi gaol, and later became known as � e 
Numurkah Mob.

� ank you Sieg, and congratulations.
Ellen Miller
Numurkah

140 years of The 
Salvos

ONE hundred and forty years ago, on Sep-
tember 5, 1880, a tradie and a railway worker 
stood on the back of an apple cart in Adelaide’s 
Botanic Park and shouted, “If there’s a man 
here who hasn’t had a square meal today, let 
him come home to tea with me.” 

� ey didn’t know this at the time, but they 
were about to start something that would sig-
ni� cantly transform the lives of tens of millions 
of Australians in the years to come. 

� at declaration is known as the � rst uno�  -
cial Salvation Army meeting in Australia and 
what was to become famously regarded as the 
birth of � e Salvos.

One  hundred and forty years on and we are 
still here! 

While we may not be jumping on the back 
of apple carts, we are still providing meals to 
those who need it. We are still providing ac-
commodation for those su� ering from home-
lessness, family and domestic violence, and ad-
diction. We are still providing emergency relief 
for those in � nancial hardship. We are still as-
sisting those impacted by disaster. We are still 
giving hope, where it is needed most.

It is o� en said to me that, “� ere is nothing 
more Aussie than calling � e Salvation Army, 
‘� e Salvos’.” And while I agree that � e Sal-
vos have become known as quintessentially 
Aussie, from the ra� ling of the tins during the 
Red Shield Appeal, to your local Salvo selling 
the War Cry magazine at the pub - I believe that 
there is something even more Aussie when it 
comes to � e Salvos. � at is, the ability for us 
to come together and help out a friend, or even 
a complete stranger, when they are in their time 
of need. 

� at is why, on our 140-year anniversary of 
being in Australia, � e Salvos want to honour 
the extraordinary Australian public who have 
donated and supported us over the years. To 
you all we say “� ank-you!”.

We also want to acknowledge our amaz-
ing volunteers who have given an incredible 
amount of their time over the years. A rough 
estimate over the years suggests that there have 
been well over a staggering � ve million volun-
teers who have supported � e Salvos through-
out our 140-year history. 

And volunteering comes in many forms, too. 
It could be anything from knocking on the 
doors of your neighbours to collect money 
for the Red Shield Appeal, to cooking meals 
at your local Salvos centre, to handing out pre-
sents to those in need at Christmas time. What-
ever your contribution has been, big or small, 
� e Salvos could not function without you, 
and we could never have impacted the millions 

Letter to the Editor

of people we have helped over the years with-
out your generosity and time.

� e Salvos have been here through it all in 
Australia. � rough two world wars, where 
we provided food, drink and support to our 
frontline servicemen and women, to count-
less disasters providing emergency relief to 
those impacted, and throughout periods of 
economic turmoil like the Great Depression 
or the Global Financial Crisis. 

And today, through COVID-19, we are 
here on the front-line, helping the most 
vulnerable in our society in their time of 
need. We have been there through it all. And 
through it all, our heartbeat has always been 
the Australian people.

So, again, thank-you to all those who have 
supported � e Salvos over the years. Al-
though your work may go unnoticed, we 
honour and appreciate you all. � ank you 
for your support over the last 140 years, and 
here is to 140 more!

Major Bruce Harmer
� e Salvation Army’s National 

Public Relations Secretary

The Coronavirus 
Lockdown

THINGS aren’t easy at the moment, with 
many people under “lockdown” conditions 
at home.

It’s still not clear how the virus originated, 
whether from people eating bats from Chi-
nese wet-markets, from a lab experiment ac-
cidentally set loose, or from something else.

However, hopefully, scientists will create a 
cure for the Coronavirus soon.

So, here we all are, we’re now stuck at home 
—
Out on the streets, we’re forbidden to roam;
You can’t even use a bench in the park
(Unless you sneak out, and just sit a� er dark)

Lots of shops are closed, the economy’s col-
lapsing,
And into bad habits some are now lapsing:
Watching TV with junk food, and ge� ing fat 
—
But be� er snack on a pizza, than eat a dead 
bat

In China, the “wet markets” have now been 
closed
Since the eating of bats was widely exposed;
Were bats the origin, or did it escape from a lab?
China covered it up, and are avoiding the tab

Whatever the cause, it’s a reality we face,
At least our best scientists are all on the case;
If they � nd a cure, then we’ll be immune —
So let’s hope that they beat this damn virus 
soon.

Andrew Guild

facebook.com/
NumurkahLeader/
@NumurkahLeader

Numurkah
LEADER

Find us on
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MOIRA Shire is a large and diverse 
place with each town having its own 
unique history, character and attractions. 

It’s that unique character that Moira 
Shire Council is hoping to capture and 
display via a motif unique to that town 
on the new town entrance signs recently 
erected throughout the shire. 

Moira Shire recently asked residents 
for submissions on what the motif for 
their town should be, and has created 
a short-list for each town based on the 
most popular suggestions received. 

The final phase of the project is to have 
members of those communities vote for 
their favourite of the short-listed motifs, 
with voting closing at 5pm this Friday. 

For ease of viewing on the website each 
motif is black, however, when they are 
inserted onto the town entrance signs 
they will be white to contrast against the 
blue background.

Once the votes have been counted and 
the results announced, the chosen motif 
will be placed front and centre and be an 
integral part of the entrance sign.

A Moira Shire representative told the 
Leader that, as of yesterday, it had re-
ceived almost 2,000 responses in less 
than a week - the highest number, by far, 
that it had ever received to a community 
poll. 

Whilst council said comments left 
as part of the voting process had been 
overwhelmingly positive, a facebook 
post promoting the poll had attracted a 
number of comments raising concerns 

that comments could not be submitted 
without one of the options being chosen, 
thereby preventing people from indicat-
ing ‘none of the above’ and offering alter-
native suggestions in the event that they 
did not like any of the short-listed motifs.

Though council reiterated to the Lead-
er that all motifs had been selected from 
public submissions, it did concede that 
this presented an issue in the case where 
only one motif had been presented for 
public vote, such as Waaia and Wungh-
nu.

In the case of those towns, despite the 
online voting form stating ‘You can ei-
ther vote for Option 1 or use the com-
ments section to make another sugges-
tion’, suggestions could not be submitted 
without option one being chosen. 

After this was pointed out by the Lead-
er, the ‘required field’ was removed, and 
comments can now be submitted with-
out the requirement to select a motif.

Council also assured the Leader that 
any comments that had been submitted 
suggesting an alternative, but requiring 
an option to also be selected, would be 
taken on their merits and not considered 
as a vote for the selected option. 

Votes can be cast by following this 
link and selecting your town: https://
www.moira.vic.gov.au/Our-Council/
News-and-information/Communi-
ty-feedback-consultation-and-oppor-
tunities/Opportunities/Town-En-
trance-Signage-Motif-options.

Votes for unique town motifs closing on Friday

Strathmerton Cow & Koala

Numurkah Water bird, Train, Flying fox  & Rose

Nathalia Golden wattle, Water tower & Broken creek

Barmah Kingfisher bird, River red gum & Barmah punt

Invergordon Orchard, Fruit  & Apple tree

Katamatite Wedge tailed eagle & Goanna and turtle

Katunga Platter of food, Tomatoes & Superb parrot

Picola Timber cutter, Sawmill & Tractor

Waaia Bomber plane

Wunghnu One ewe
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To learn more of Sarah’s story go to 
vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS

For Sarah, who’s been battling coronavirus for nearly 8 weeks, being 

separated from her two little boys, has been heartwrenching. On top of 

coronavirus attacking every one of her body systems, intense pain and acute 

breathing difficulty, she still has no idea when she will be well enough to see 

her boys. Sarah’s hope is that by us all doing the right thing, no one else will 

have to experience the heartache her family has. 

Please, play your part and help stop the spread of the virus. If you have 

symptoms - please get tested. Payments of $450 are available to help you 

stay home and wait for your test result. 

“Think about who you 
love, then think about 
them in ICU.”
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www.moira.vic.gov.au

Following a petition from residents of Numurkah to make the town 
Recreational Vehicle (RV) Friendly, we are considering all options 
including trialling an overnight parking option.

We are seeking to proactively encourage greater visitation when the 
Stage 3 restrictions have lifted and the time is right and we want to 
hear your views on Numurkah becoming an RV Friendly town.

To have your say, go to our website and complete the short survey.

This survey closes Wednesday 16 September.

Making Numurkah RV 
Friendly – have your say

(03) 5871 9222 133 677 info@moira.vic.gov.au

www.moira.vic.gov.au

Business Assistance 
Programs

We are offering multiple programs to Moira 
businesses specially designed to mentor, lead 
and engage during these challenging times.

These programs contain practical, simple and  
empowering ideas to help your business 
including –

• Advertising assistance

• Accounting

• Leadership

• Change management

• Making the most of your social media  
and marketing

• Health and wellbeing
Call our friendly Customer Service Team to find 
out more or email business@moira.vic.gov.au

MOST soon to be 18 year-olds celebrate their 
birthday month by ge� ing their driver’s licence, 
visiting the pub and stressing about upcoming 
exams. 

Due to current circumstances, all but the lat-
ter option are o�  the table for Numurkah’s Brad 
Skidmore, whom turns 18 on Friday, but he has 
found something arguably far more worthwhile 
to � ll the void le�  by pandemic restrictions.

Brad decided to celebrate the 30 days of Sep-
tember, his birthday month, fundraising for the 
Starlight Children’s Foundation by taking part in 
the Tour de Kids.

� e Starlight mission is to brighten the lives of 
seriously ill children and their families, and Brad 
has experienced their dedication to that mission, 
and the results of it, � rst hand.

“My brother, who is three years older than me, 
has mild cerebral palsy, so we used to spend a lot 
of time at the Royal Children’s Hospital when 

we were kids,” Brad said.
“While he was in his appointments, I’d go into 

the Starlight Room and it made a huge di� er-
ence to my experience of that time.

“I hated ge� ing up at 5am to go to Melbourne 
for those appointments, but ge� ing to go to  the 
Starlight Room was a very fun opportunity, and 
I looked forward to that.

“It was amazing in there, really fun, but I also 
met so many kids with disabilities or serious 
illnesses, and their families. I learned how to talk 
to people, and it helped shape me into who I am 
today.”

Brad also experienced the work of the Starlight 
Foundation as a patient. 

“I had viral meningitis when I was in year 7 and 
spent a bit of time in hospital, and I’ve had a few 
concussions from bike crashes, and the Starlight 
Foundation always made those experiences eas-
ier,” he said. 

An avid cyclist, Brad saw  the Starlight Foun-
dation’s annual fundraiser, the Tour de Kids, as 
a fantastic way to support the organisation that 
had done so much for his family over the years.  

 “I’ve always wanted to have an opportunity to 
help people and give back to those who need it 
the most,” he said.

Tour de Kids lines up with this year’s Tour de 
France, and with the online platform, cyclists 
across Australia are able to ride a certain distance 
that they have selected in the 30 days and record 
their progress. 

“I like to push myself, so I’ve chosen to cycle 
1000km in 30 days, which will be an average 
33.3km a day that I will be riding.”

So far, Brad is ahead of schedule, having ridden 
236km as of Monday.

“I ride at least 40km every day, sometimes as 
much as 60km, and one day I rode 80km,” he 
said.

“I want to give myself some breathing space, so 

I’m not rushing to put in a lot of extra kilometres 
at the end of the month if I’m behind, but if I 
reach 1,000km before the end of the month I’m 
going to keep going. .”

Brad is also ahead on his fundraising goal, hav-
ing surpassed the $400 he originally nominated 
as his goal.

“I didn’t expect that much support, so I was re-
ally blown away when I reached it so early, and 
I want to thank everyone for their support. I’ve 
increased my goal to $700, and if I reach that I’ll 
increase it to $1,000.”

Brad’s aim is to do more than rack up the kilo-
metres and the dollars though, he also wants to 
raise awareness.  

“� e Starlight Children’s Foundation really 
is such a great cause, and the more people who 
know about it, and support it, the be� er.” 

For more information or to support Brad, visit 
h� ps://tourdekids.org.au/bradley-skidmore.

Brad taking a tour for the kids

Giving back ... Brad Skidmore is grateful for 
the chance to give back to an organisation 
that has helped him and his family. 
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A CUPPA WITH DOMA CUPPA WITH DOM

Peace Loan Figures.—The amount subscribed in the 
Shire of Numurkah towards the second peace loan was 
£23,679, of which Numurkah and district contributors ac-
counted for £14,750, and Nathalia and district £8920.

Numurkah Recreation Reserve —A meeting of 
the committee of management of the above was held 
on Monday evening in the Shire Hall. In the absence of 
the President, Mr C. T Trengrove was voted to the chair. 
A letter was read from Mr J D Mitchell, M.L.A., stating 
he had obtained the promise of a grant of £5 for the 
park, providing the committee spent a like amount on 
improvements. It was decided that application be made 
as soon as the work proposed to be done had been com-
pleted. Mr Guenther reported that in company with 
the President and secretary he had made an inspection 
of the portion of the park recommended to be planted 
with wattles,and it had been agreed on the advice of 
Dr Spence, to plant Plane trees, which could probably 
be secured from the railway station yard. The secretary 
was instructed to apply for permission and to arrange 
the necessary trees, and to arrange for their planting. 
— A letter from the shire council intimated that the 
treeguards not in use by the shire would be sold to the 
park committee at a nominal charge, and Mr J. Coxon 
and the secretary were empowered to secure the guards 
and arrange for their delivery at the park. Mr Coxon inti-
mated that the use of his lorry could be obtained free of 
charge for the purpose. Mr Segrave reported that he and 
Mr Ambler had received an offer of £2/10/- for the un-
used building in the outer reserve, and on the motion of 
Messrs Guenther and Glenny the offer was accepted. At 
the request of Mr Glenny, it was arranged that the loose 
boards on the swing bridges be fixed. An understanding 
was arrived at that when the trees for planting are ready 
they will be put in by a working bee.

Rain.—The hearts of farmers and graziers were further 
gladdened on Sunday night and Monday, when 92 points 
of rain fell. The season is proceeding splendidly, and given a 
continuance of the grand weather experienced up to now, a 
bumper harvest should be gathered.

FOOTBALL
COBRAM BEAT WUNGHNU

The second semi-final match for the Goulburn Val-
ley Football Association, played on the Numurkah 
Showgrounds on Saturday, was won by Cobram, who 
at the close had a margin of 39 points, kicking 10.13 to 
Wunghnu’s 5.4. The day was a glorious one from the 
onlookers point of view, but rather warm for the play-
ers. There was a large attendance to view the match, 
over £50 being taken at The gate. The special train from 
Cobram was not very largely Fix this patronised, but 
Numurkah and Wunghnu district people attended in 
strong force.

NUMURKAH V. COBRAM.
The result of the Cobram-Wunghnu match places the 

first-named club in a handy position, for even should 
Numurkah beat them next Saturday they still have the 
right of challenging to a further game.

Each club is confident of winning and — Numurkah, 
though the decision has been left late enough, has at last 
adopted the suggestion made in these columns more 
than once, and during this week they will be hard at 
work building up a “system.”

Mr John Calder, who is a one-time metropolitan play-
er, has agreed to coach the boys, and it is expected that 
Cobram will have to “go for their lives” to win on Satur-
day. The match will be played on the Cobram ground, 
and a special train will leave Wunghnu for the Murray 
town at 1.15, Numurkah at1.30 leaving Cobram on the 
return journey at 7.30.

J. McNamara and Campbell & Co. report:—Con-
trary to expectations, we had only a small number of 
horses forward for our Shepparton monthly horse sale 
on Friday last. The advertised lots were absent, owing to 
trucks not being available but they will be forward defi-
nitely for our sale on October 1st. Total yarding 43 head 
out of which 35 were sold, but many New South Wales 
and Melbourne buyers were unsupplied. 

This week in 1920 ... 
To celebrate the State Library of Victoria’s 

digitising of the war years editions of the Numurkah 
Leader, each week we will include the news of the 
week, 100 years ago.

To view these editions online go to trove.nla.gov.
au/ndp/del/title/591.

Full name: Isobel O� ilie Hodge. My grandfa-
ther’s name was O� o and I think O� ilie is the 
feminine version of that. In recent times I found 
out that there was is a O� ilie, so it must be a fam-
ily name.

Age: 78
Marital status: Married to John for 57 years 

with three sons, eight granddaughters and two 
grandsons.

Schools a� ended: Katunga Primary School 
and Numurkah High School

Summer or winter? Summer
Beach or mountains? Mountains. We like go-

ing over to Cheshunt and the Rose River on the 
other side of Wangara� a. My aunt and her hus-
band owned Typo Station for 60 years and we 
used to go over there as children, and we still like 
going over that way.

Oscar the Grouch or Cookie Monster? 
Cookie Monster

Crunchie or Violet Crumble? Violet Crum-
ble

Elvis or � e Beatles? I like both because they 
both really formed a new style of music that 
will go down in history and their music, on the 
whole, won’t be lost. I think that’s important be-
cause whereas some of the others come and go, 
and that’s � ne too, but you’ve got to have your 
own style that will carry you through. 

AC/DC or INXS? I don’t really know who ei-
ther of them are, but as far as Australian groups 
go I like � e Seekers. � ey’ve been at it a long 
time and I like their sound and their style.

Favourite colour? Burgundy
Favourite song? One Fine Day from Madame 

Bu� er� y, the opera. It’s beautiful.
Favourite TV show? I like to watch the doc-

umentaries on hospitals and ambulances, and 
American Pickers is a lot of fun if you want 
something a bit light-hearted. 

Favourite movie?
I don’t watch a lot of movies, but I guess � e 

Sound of Music would be my favourite. It’s a clas-
sic in the true meaning of the word in that it has 
stood the test of time, and our great-great-grand-
children will still be able to watch and enjoy it.

Favourite book?
I don’t get much time to read books as such, but 

I like biographies, especially of outback women.
With reading, I do a lot of study in relation to 

all the community groups I’m involved with, be-
cause there is a lot of reading to do with that. I 
do a lot of research as well because I like to keep 

up with the latest ideas. I � nd that really works 
because I like to be prepared fully, and I’ve never 
been to a rehearsal in all these years that I haven’t 
been fully prepared for. It pays o�  because there 
is no time wasted when we get there and when 
rehearsal starts, it starts. 

� ere is a tremendous amount of organising, 
especially for the choristers, by the time you get  
there. We had three ladies just to do the library, 
because when you have 75 choristers and an or-
chestra with members coming from all over Aus-
tralia, that’s a lot of music to keep track of. Never, 
in 18 years, was one piece of music ever lost. 

If you could have one superpower what 
would you choose?

I would like to get on a jet. It’s not really a su-
perpower I suppose, but I really like things that 
go at very high speed, that’s why I enjoyed go-
ing to the car racing. I like travelling fast and I’ve 
been on a couple of jet boats, and I like the high 
speed trains as well - they go at 200-300km an 
hour, and that’s fun. 

I like taking o�  in planes and I would like to � y 
on a jet and do the concert scene in Britain and 
Europe and then whizz back home again. Fast 
trains and plains - yes please!

Do you make lists?
Yes, mostly jobs that need doing. I also keep a 

diary by the phone, open to this week, so I can 
see what’s happening and make notes if I need to.

What football team do you support?
None. We’re not really a sporting family; our 

granddaughters are interested in sport but that’s 
about it. When we were much younger we used 
to go to the car races, but the boys didn’t really 
like it, so we stopped going. 

Who do you admire?
I really admired Dick McGarvie, the former 

Governor of Victoria, who died a few years ago. 
I played in a string quarter with his wife, and 
they visited us here a few times. Dick came from 
a dairy farm near Colac and he would go down 
to the shed here and talk to the men and he just 
� � ed right in. 

He was a judge of the high court and he was 
incredibly knowledgeable, but so easy to talk to. 
Locally, I admire Carmel Allert. I’ve known Car-
mel, not terribly well, for all these years and the 
way she manages her lot in life and does so well 
at it, I admire her so much for that. 

What kind of kid were you?
Probably a bit introverted. I never played sport; 

I always said playing the violin was my sport.

When you were a kid, what did you want to 
be when you grew up?

I wanted to be a cookery teacher to start with, 
and then later I wanted to go and play in a pro-
fessional orchestra. My mother taught me how 
to cook when I was a young child and I’ve always 
enjoyed it, and at one stage I’d have liked to have 
been a chef.

Cooking is still a hobby of mine, and I like to 
cook for the family. My sons used to bring their 
friends around, and it was always at meal times. 
I’ve always enjoyed young people and it was nice 
to have them here and to cook for them. It’s good 
to cook for people who like to eat.

I don’t have a signature dish, but I really enjoy 
cooking the creature comforts like cakes and 
biscuits, and it’s always nice to have something 
homemade. 

I make morning tea for the men in the shed 
every day, they especially like it when I make 
scones and take them down hot out of the oven.

You’ve been involved with a lot of commu-
nity groups and projects in the local area, of-
ten in a teaching or leading capacity, how do 
you approach that?

I think I have a reputation for being a bit strict 
sometimes, however that’s life and they keep 
coming and when I see them walking through 
that door, I think ‘great!’. You have to provide 
an environment that is happy and is solid, that 
you are there for this purpose, that is learn, learn, 
learn, but you get to see your friends and  have a 
chat a� er it’s all over. If you can keep people hap-
py and believing that they are progressing, then 
there is a sense of achievement and satisfaction 
right across the board. I’ve tried to do that with 
all the groups I’ve had and you never, ever step 
on enthusiasm, and enthusiasm breeds enthusi-
asm.

When I was the choir director, I only had the 
choristers for about three months, and the � rst 
month we’d rehearse once a week, the second 
month twice a week and then the fortnight or so 
before the performance we’d go to three times a 
week. It was climbing a hill so to speak. � en you 
give the performance and that’s it.

Being a rehearsal person myself, I � nd that’s the 
really interesting part. You can see it growing and 
so on. � e performance, yes, it’s very exciting 
and the audience comes and it’s a big occasion, 
but I enjoy the rehearsals more.

You started conducting with the Numurkah 
Singers, how did you learn to do that?

A cuppa with Isobel

Born musician ... Isobel 
Hodge has been playing music 
all her life and has shared 
her love of it through private 
lessons and community 
groups for decades. 
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A CUPPA WITH DOMA CUPPA WITH DOM
I had played under quite a few con-

ductors in orchestras and so on, so I 
practised in front of the mirror for a 
while.  � en I had lessons when I went 
to summer schools.

You’ve been a conductor, a choir 
director and a player; is there a par-
ticular role you enjoy most out of 
those?

I enjoy playing in string quartets 
very much because you’ve only got 
four players. It’s a di� erent style and 
di� erent music all together. We had 
our 40th year this year of our quartet 
and that was extremely rewarding.

Here in the community, the choris-
ters was what I really enjoyed most. 
It was a lot of jolly hard work, but I 
respond to that sort of thing. You al-
ways knew that people were going to 
come, and people like success, so you 
go along on those lines. 

I have enjoyed it all, though. � e 
Singers were another style again, and 
they are all di� erent styles and they 
are quite di� erent. I have been con-
ducting the town band now for about 
20 years and that’s another one again.

When they � rst asked me if I’d do it, 
we were doing the Christmas carols 
in the town square and the previous 
conductor, who was an excellent brass 
player had passed away. My answer 
was ‘well I don’t really play a brass in-
strument, but however, I guess we’ll 
give it a go’. 

I still to this day can’t play a trumpet, 
but I know how it’s supposed to sound. 
Everything in my life goes on sound. 

In all of these groups I’ve loved the 
fellowship and the progress they’ve 
all made, because some of them didn’t 
know much about classical music at 

all, and that was what we studied. I 
also really enjoyed the teaching side of 
being a conductor, and I get a real kick 
out of seeing the improvement. Also 
the friendship and the keenness and 
the enthusiasm of all the members 
right across the board. It’s been an 
absolutely incredible experience do-
ing the community work, and I have 
been very lucky to have a family who 
supported me to do that, and John has 
been fabulous. 

To get an OAM for that, I was abso-
lutely stunned - for quite a few weeks 
actually. 

You started playing violin when 
you were four, but you also play pi-
ano; when did you start that?

� ey say that you don’t choose the 
instrument, the instrument choos-
es you, and as I have always been a 
small person and I have small hands, 
I do think I was meant for the violin, 
even though I was introduced to it, 
and taught it, by my mother who was 
a professional violinist.

� e piano is really a man-sized in-
strument so I didn’t start playing that 
until I was a teenager.  I had a mind 
that I wanted to learn the piano parts 
that went with the violin parts, be-
cause you always have an accompanist 
when you play the violin. 

I went to the convent at St Joseph’s to 
learn the piano and one day one of the 
nuns phoned my parents and asked if 
I could come and give lessons because 
they had so many people wanting to 
learn, and that was the beginning of 
me teaching music.

I do like the piano very much, mostly 
classical, but I like a bit of jazz as well. I 
like lighter music that is rhythmic, and 

I like music that you can dance to, like 
Bill Hailey and the Comets.

Numurkah is a typical country 
town in that sport is quite domi-
nant, but it also has a thriving and 
varied arts scene; how important 
do you think that is?

I think it’s extremely important, be-
cause it’s amazing how many people 
are interested in the arts. � e arts is 
so broad and goes from needlework, 
painting, performing arts. If you’re not 
interested in sport, then I think art is a 
very good thing to become involved in 
because you meet people. It’s good for 
your soul, and it’s a worldwide inter-
est; you go anywhere and there are art 
galleries and cathedrals and perfor-
mances - it’s everywhere. Whether it’s 
Europe or a small town in Australia, 
there are galleries and festivals wher-
ever you go. I think art is important 
because it helps to balance people’s 
lives out, instead of doing just the one 
thing all the time, it gives you an in-
sight into the fact that other activities 
are just as important and satisfying.

Do you believe in people being 
naturally musical?

Yes, if you are born into it like I was. 
But talent only goes so far and you 
have to work at it then. When you 
reach the limits of your talent, you 
need to work hard to progress or you 
lose it. � e di� erence between singing 
in the shower or down the paddock, 
and singing on stage, that’s two com-
pletely di� erent things because one 
is very disciplined and the other has 
a freedom about it. � at’s important 
too, because it feels pleasant.  

You say you were born into music 
but are you a natural performer?

No, I was always very nervous about 
that. Not being nervous is a skill you 
need to learn, and I am not so nervous 
nowadays, but when I was young I was 
terribly nervous and I think that’s why 
I’m a rehearsal person. 

I have been to lectures about over-
coming nerves and have learned about 
it at summer schools and conferences, 
to learn how to cope with nerves and 
overcome them, and that was always 
very interesting. 

Is there any type of music you 
don’t like?

I’m not a fan of some of that hard 
rock that comes on the television. It’s 
very atonal and unpredictable and 
that grates on me a lot, particularly as 
they seem to have to play it so loudly. I 
know it suits a lot of people, and that’s 
� ne, and you do have to have that un-
derstanding that there is enjoyment, 
and comfort and company as well, for 
some people in the things you don’t like. 

I love the opera, especially opera 
arias, with beautifully costumed men 
and women singing in Italian and 
French. I have been recovering from 
surgery in recent times and I listened 
to opera for weeks and it just sent me 
into orbit. It was my therapy for get-
ting be� er. I love it, but I know  some 
people really don’t like it at all. 

You trained as nurse as well; what 
a� racted you to that?

My father suggested that I should go 
and get a real job, because it was the 
old story - music was not considered 
a real job. He would say ‘you have to 
have shoes to put on your feet, and a 
meal on the table, and if you’re going 
to be a full-time musician that might 
not always happen’. I suppose he was 

right, because sometimes it might 
not be a reliable source of income, 
although plenty of people do make a 
good living out of it. 

My mother had been a nurse as well, 
because it was war-time and a lot of 
women in orchestras lost their jobs, 
so I suppose that had a bearing on my 
decision. In those days it was either 
teaching or nursing for girls. 

I went to Mooroopna to train be-
cause they were looking for nurses. 
It was hard at � rst because I was used 
to being on my own, rehearsing for 
hours and all of a sudden I was thrust 
in with all these other girls. We used 
to stand out the front of the hospital 
and hitchhike across the causeway to 
Shepparton and then back again. 

Anyway, I did my three years and 
came back to work here in Numurk-
ah for about � ve or six years. It was an 
interesting part of my life and I’m still 
very good friends with the girls I start-
ed training with in 1960.

If you could have one talent what 
would you choose?

Being a practical person, I would like 
to be a very, very good sewer. When 
I was a teenager I would like to have 
gone into sewing gowns for opera, and 
then maybe have worn the gown and 
been an opera singer.

What one issue do you feel hu-
mankind needs to resolve to ensure 
a positive future?

To eliminate all poverty and discrim-
ination globally, and to have everyone 
be tolerant of the views of others. 

� ere is so much unrest at the pres-
ent time and that really bothers me. 
� ere is violence everywhere, and it’s 
pushed at us through the television. 
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GEOFF
EDDY
BUILDER

Buildings & Alterations
of Quality Homes

Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations
MOBILE

0418 326 478
NumurkahReg No. DB-U6526
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Reg No DBU24094

Specialising in:
• New Homes • Pergolas • Reroofi ng

Specialising in septic systems
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

Matt: 0407 046 331  Phil: 0419 360 905 
Mark: 0427 646 231

Reg No DBU24094

Numurkah Building & Plumbing P/LNumurkah Building & Plumbing P/L

Numurkah Sand and GravelNumurkah Sand and Gravel
Ph: Ph: Kris -Kris - 0437 073 244    0437 073 244   Ash -Ash - 0418 879 636 0418 879 636

Truck and dogs • Water truck hire • Loader hire • Road grader at 140m 
1xgps • Excavator 2x20t 1x30t gps  • White rock • Cream and red granite 

• Hill rock • 20mm - 40mm brown rock • Blue rock (various sizes) • 
Stone dust • Washed pebbles (various sizes) • Agg rock and Septic 

rock • Garden topsoil • Packing sand • Lawn sand • Washed river sand • 
Commix • Compost • Mulch and barks

NEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAHNEW LOCATION 2046 NATHALIA RD, NUMURKAH

A&G BOSSE P/L
For all your 

Hay, Silage, M/Con 
& Raking, Sowing 
and Multi Discing 

Needs
Phone Tony

0427 369 966

JJOHNESS FARMSOHNESS FARMS
OFFERING   -  MOWER CONDITIONING  OFFERING   -  MOWER CONDITIONING  •• DISC  DISC 
MOWING  MOWING  •• ROTARY RAKING  ROTARY RAKING •• ROUND BALING  ROUND BALING 

SMALL SQUARE BALINGSMALL SQUARE BALING

HAY SALES & CONTRACTING 
AVAILABLE FOR THE CURRENT 

HAY & SILAGE SEASON  

CONTACT JOHN STACPOOLE CONTACT JOHN STACPOOLE 
0429 002 0640429 002 064

CONTRACT CONTRACT 
   HARVESTING   HARVESTING

Nigel Sutton E: nigsut@hotmail.com

• Windrowing 
• Headers 
• Chaser bins 
• Trucks 
• Silo bagging

Complete service or we 
can work in with you. 
A extra header or truck 

to get the job done fast
 Call 0417 314 169Call 0417 314 169

IT’S safe to say that we’re all feeling fairly 
jaded at the moment as Victoria’s COVID 
lockdown goes on and on, and the sunny 
spring weather isn’t helping much, given 
that we aren’t at liberty to get out and en-
joy it.

However, whilst Mother Nature seems 
to be taunting us with the warmer, sunny 
days, she has also been providing a dawn 
light show that you could only fail to smile 
at if you tried pre� y hard.

Bron Sands, who captured these photos 
on her phone at Katamatite-Nathalia Road, 
Naring at 6.10am yesterday, told the Leader
that sunrises are very special to her.

“My son passed away from cancer, and 
our favourite part of the day were the amaz-
ing sunrises that we saw together,” she said.

“Every now and again, I’m positive that 
he is throwing out one that is just spectac-
ular, and this morning’s was just that.”

We couldn’t agree more Bron. Spectacu-
lar.

Mother Nature’s consolation at Naring

Spectacular ... These lockdown days may feel longer as each one passes, but at least they are starting with a sight to make us smile. 

Hey baby, spring has sprung!
SPRING has sprung, 

the grass has rizz, I won-
der where the birdies is. 
I can answer that one 
for you - hanging out at 
Pioneers Lodge. A fami-
ly of plovers - mum, dad 
and three chicks that 
hatched early last week - 
has been seen enjoying 
the spring sunshine on 
the nature strip by the 
aged care facility.

� ough, given the 
protective reputation of 
plover parents, we were 
careful not to get too 
close, the Leader man-
aged to get a few shots 
of the birds enjoying 
some happy family time 
last Friday.

Too cute!
Me too ... A baby plover nudges mum to be allowed to join its siblings 
under the safe haven of her stomach. 

Family time ... The plover chicks explore their new world under the watchful eye of 
mum and dad. 
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Don’t waste your 
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you want local
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Call us about 
your advertising 

needs.

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING
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88 Melville Street

ADVERTISING
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12 noon  Tuesday 
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Bookings by 
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Gi�  Card
Numurkah Branch

& DISTRICT

NUMURKAH’S GIFT CARD
Gift cards for all occasions.

Look for this logo and support the locals
www.whyleavetown.com/numurkah

They have everything!
        What do I give them?

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

 Peter Cox & Sons 
Funeral Directors P/L

Cnr Meiklejohn and Quinn Sts., Numurkah
CARING, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE, 

TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS

Phone 5862 3047
24 hours – 7 days a week

 TUTTLES
— FUNERAL SERVICES —

Phone 1300 858 333
Caring 24 hour service

Inc. Binger & Tuttle, Limbrick & Tuttle, 
Numurkah Funeral Services

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

FUNE� LS
Professional service 

and chapel
at a� ordable prices

 5862 2332
IVAN NEWBY             

PETER K� KE

TENDERS

 

C017/20

Supply, Delivery and 
Finance of Two Horizontal 
Discharge Vehicles
Submissions closing 4pm Wednesday 30 
September 2020
Specification documents can be obtained by 
visiting www.moira.vic.gov.au/our-council/tenders
All submissions are to be lodged electronically. 
Late, hard copy, e-mailed or facsimile 
submissions will not be accepted.  Lowest or any 
tender not necessarily accepted.

Mark Henderson
Chief Executive Officer

DEATHS

HOLDEN — Peter 
Robert.
Also known as Pete. 
Late of Numurkah, 
formerly of Sydney. 
Passed away on 30th 
August, 2020 at 
Numurkah Hospital, 
aged 74.
Dearly loved husband 
of Lynn.
A loving friend of all 
who knew him.

Always Remembered

A Private Cremation 
was held at Pete’s 
request.

Peter Cox & Sons 
Numurkah & Dist.

03 5862 3047

HARTNETT — Dr.Martin Leonard 
4.5.1939 - 29.9.2020

Much loved twin brother and brother in-law 
of Roger and Larissa.
Adored and cherished uncle of Ruth and 
Andrew, Matthew and Claire, Anne and 
Peter and Andy.
Great uncle of Sarah, Noah and Maisie, 
Grace, Olivia and Tess, Eila, Edwina and 
Meg.
Fondly remembered by many in the district 
as their family doctor. Remembered by us 
as one of our favourite people.

TO RENT

Split system, free wifi  & Netfl ix. 
Double garage, washing machine, 

storage container. 
Bills not included. Waaia Area

Phone 0402 515 885

BUNGALOW FOR RENT 
$150 pw  fully furnished

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

(Full time position)
The Numurkah Leader has a vacancy for a 
person who likes to succeed.
The journalist position is both rewarding and 
challenging and involves writing general 
interest stories, police and local council 
news, district sporting events and 
achievements and some feature articles.
The position requires flexibility so that 
nothing goes on without you hearing about 
or covering it, but you can set your own 
agenda to make this happen.
You write it, you photograph it. It doesn’t 
get much be� er than this.
The successful applicant will need to have 
the following a� ributes:
• Good command of the English language
 and the ability to write clearly and 
   concisely, to produce interesting articles
• Good general knowledge
• Good knowledge of sport an advantage
• Be energetic and enthusiastic
• A self motivated team player
• Have good computer skills - InDesign an 
   advantage
• Determined and keen to learn
• Drivers licence
Interested applicants should apply to:
Beverley Hutchins, Editor
Numurkah Leader
88 Melville Street, Numurkah, 3636
or email printads@leader.net.au
For enquiries please phone Beverley 
Hutchins on 0408 599 121.

NL – more than just a newspaper – NL

NumurkahLEADER
WEDNESDAY, established 1895 $1.20

CADET
JOURNALIST

NCN Health has the following 
vacancies:

Clinical Support 
Nurse

Across NCN Health
1.0 EFT - Full Time - 

Job Share will be considered

Registered Nurse
Cobram Campus

0.2 EFT - Part Time - Fixed Term

Registered Nurse
Cobram Campus

0.6 EFT - Part Time - Fixed Term

District Nurse
Cobram Campus

0.6 EFT - Part Time - Fixed Term

Finance O�  cer
Across NCN Health

1.0 EFT - Full Time Permanent 

Enrolled Nurse
Numurkah Campus

0.2 EFT - Part Time Permanent

Enrolled Nurse
Numurkah Campus

0.8 EFT - Part Time - Fixed Term

Enrolled Nurse
Cobram Campus

0.5 EFT - Part Time Permanent 

Visit our website for further 
information including position 

descriptions, contact details, closing 
dates and the application process.

www.ncnhealth.org.au
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Moira Shire Community 

Organisation of the year 2020

88 Melville Street  |  Ph 5862 1034
printads@leader.net.au

Have your 
Local Phone 
Book details 
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Please let us 
know before next 
year’s edition 
so that we can 
ensure that all 
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correct

All Leader
photos

available for 
purchase

Phone5862 1034
88MelvilleSt
Numurkah
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St  Kilda v West Coast
Geelong v Richmond
North Melb v Fremantle
Port Adelaide v Essendon

GWS v Melbourne
Carlton v Adelaide
Hawthorn v Bulldogs
Sydney v Brisbane
Collingwood v Gold Coast

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

West Coast
Geelong
North Melb
Port Adelaide
Melbourne

Adelaide
Hawthorn
Sydney
Collingwood

Dominique Cosgriff

ROUND SEVENTEEN

Last week 5
Beware: Place your tips or you’ll get Doms!

Total 52

&  F U N C T I O N  C E N T R E

shamrockhotel
&  F U N C T I O N  C E N T R E

shamrockhotel
& FUNCTION CENTRE

shamrockhotel

shamrockhotel
&  F U N C T I O N  C E N T R E

 Meals 7 days a week •  TAB facilities and Sky
Drive thru bottleshop • Indoor kids playroom

5-13 Melville St., Numurkah Ph. 5862 1006
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West Coast
Richmond
Fremantle
Port Adelaide
GWS

Carlton
Bulldogs
Brisbane
Collingwood

Chris O’Dwyer

Last week 5 Total 79

NUMURKAH 
GOLF & 
BOWLS 

CLUB Inc.

Waterwheel Bistro 
Open 7 days & nights
BINGO! Tues 11am
Thurs 7.30pm • Sun 2.30pm
Spin & Win Ra�  es
Friday Nights from 7pm
Happy Hour
Friday Nights 6pm to 7pm

www.ngbc.com.au      For more info (03) 5862 3445
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West Coast
Richmond
Femantle
Portr Adelaide
GWS

Carlton
Bulldogs
Brisbane
Gold Coast

Kevin Morland

Last week 4 Total 81
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West Coast
Geelong
Fremantle
Port Adelaide
GWS

Carlton
Hawthorn
Brisbane
Collingwood

Troy Knox

Last week 4 Total 77

ROGER AND DONNA SEITER

92-96 Melville Street, Numurkah
Phone. 03 5862 1622 • numfurn@hotmail.com
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West Coast
Geelong
Fremantle
Port Adelaide
GWS

Carlton
Bulldogs
Brisbane
Collingwood

Roger Seiter

Last week 4 Total 89
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St Kida
Richond
Fremantle
Port Adelaide
GWS

Carlton
Bulldogs
Sydney
Collingwood

Danni Woolley

Last week 4 Total 69

Highest Quality, Best Service. Always.

Ph 5862 3007 
75 -85 Meiklejohn Street Numurkah

Beware: Place your tips or you’ll get Bev’s!24/7 FUEL AVAILABLE
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West Coast
Richmond
Fremantle
Port Adelaide
GWS

Carlton
Bulldogs
Brisbane
Collingwood

Liam Gledhill

Last week 4 Total 82

Lead ... Caption
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West Coast
Geelong
Fremantle
Port Adelaide
GWS

Carlton
Bulldogs
Brisbane
Collingwood

Last week 3 Total 83

Numurkah 5862 2023 
Cobram 5872 9919

John Beitzel

Brad Kerry
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West Coast
Geelong
Fremantle
Port Adelaide
Melbourne

Carlton
Bulldogs
Brisbane
Collingwood

Last week 4 Total 77Open 9am every day
NUMURKAH

Brad Kerry
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West Coast
Geelong 
Fremantle
Port Adelaide
GWS

Carlton
Bulldogs
Brisbane
Collingwood

Lee Agnew

Last week 4 Total 80101 Melville Street, Numurkah   Phone (03) 5862 1849

• Fridge/Freezer  • Clothes Dryer
• Washing Machine  • Ovens

• Cooktops  • Dishwashers  • Hotplates
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West Coast
Geelong
Fremantle
Port Adelaide
Melbourne

Carlton
Bulldogs
Sydney
Collingwood

Peter Newby

Last week - Total -Last week 3 Total 75
23 Railway Place, Numurkah

Telephone 03 5862 2332    Fax 03 5862 2938

NumurkahLEADERAll Your Printing Needs

2020 AFL2020 AFL BUSINESS  BUSINESS 
TIPPING TIPPING COMPETITIONCOMPETITION
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West Coast
Geelong
Fremantle
Port Adelaide
GWS

Carlton
Bulldogs
Brisbane
Collingwood

Peter Bau

Last week 3 Total 76Phone 0409 621 164

75 Melville St
Numurkah
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West Coast
Geelong 
Fremantle
Port Adelaide
Melbourne

Carlton
Bulldogs
Brisbane
Collingwood

Nathan Morris

Last week 3 Total 73

RURAL & PLUMBINGRURAL & PLUMBINGRURAL & PLUMBING
Murray ValleyMurray Valley

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Num Furniture
MV Rural
MG Trading
Num Golf Club
Agnews Plumbing+

Shamrock
GrainCorp
The Bottle-O
R&B Butchiers  
Heritage Park 

TOP 10
LEADERBOARD

Round 15 winner
Shamrock

Trophies and 
          Engraving

NumurkahLEADER Ph. 5862 1034 • 88 Melville St, Numurkah
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Local Sporting LegendsLocal Sporting Legends
NO ma� er where they grow up, 

there is one thing that unites almost 
all li� le boys - football.

So it was that, growing up in Edin-
burgh, Numurkah’s Hughie Gunn was 
obsessed with what we in AFL coun-
try call soccer, but is known in most of 
the world simply as football. 

“I was football mad,” he said.
“I support Hibernian, always have. 

My dad and his dad and his brothers 
always supported Hibs, so I followed 
them too, even though my brother 
supported Hearts, which was unusu-
al. I still get the Hibs’ scores on my 
phone every weekend.”

Hughie started playing football 
competitively when he started school 
aged � ve.

Playing wing-half, which is now 
called mid� eld, Hughie proved him-
self fairly handy, so much so that he 
represented Edinburgh at primary 
school level.

“Football was really the only sport 
we played at school,” he said.

“We played a wee bit of cricket at 
school but not much and there was no 
rugby or anything else. And I was only 
interested in football anyway. � at’s 
all I wanted to do.”

A� er leaving high school, Hughie 
joined Edinburgh Norton Football 
Club’s under 17s side, before, some-
what prophetically perhaps, moving 
clubs to join the under 21 side of Mel-
bourne � istle, a dominant force in 
juvenile football in Edinburgh in the 
late 1960s.

“� at was a very good team, we 
always won cups - we won almost 
everything going,” Hughie said.

Hughie said success as a player de-
pended fairly equally on natural talent 
and dedication. 

“You have to have the ability from 
the word go, coaches can help you 
with your game, but you have to have 
some skill to build on,” he said.

“You’ve got to have the ability, but 
you also have to train and put the hard 
work in. 

“A lot of my friends wanted to have 
a good time and go to the boozer but 
I couldn’t do that because I wanted 
to play football. Some of them could 
have been be� er than me, but they 
wanted to have a good time instead. 
You need to be dedicated if you want 
to play, and I wanted to play.”

� ough Hughie is happy to admit 
to pu� ing in the dedication and hard 
work required, he  is modest about his 
talents.

“I got by,” he said.
“I suppose I was pre� y good at read-

ing the game.” 
Despite enjoying success at home, 

Hughie kept half an eye on an even 
bigger prize, trialling with clubs in the 
English Premier League.

“I went down to England and played 
a few trials with Bury, but nothing 
came of it,” he said.

“When I was 20, I trialled with 
Leicester City and the manager said 
he’d like to sign me, but I was too old. 
I was only 20!”

� e age-based rebu�  didn’t bother 
Hughie though, as he already had an 
eye on a much bigger adventure.

“I had made up my mind that I was 
coming to Australia with three of my 
friends, so I wouldn’t have been at 
Leicester for long anyway.”

Arriving in Melbourne in 1965, 
Hughie found a thriving football 
scene, and quickly joined the ranks of 
paid players.

“I think Australians were a li� le bit 
frightened of soccer when I � rst ar-
rived, even though there was no rea-
son for them to be, and it was mostly 

only  immigrants who played,” he said.
“I joined Melbourne Croatia, which 

was an excellent team, really magni� -
cent, for the 1966 season.

“� ere were plenty of Sco� ish play-
ers when I came here, and the Croa-
tians were beautiful to us, they took 
excellent care of their players and they 
had good players and a good coach.

“I played at the back for them, and 
because I was good at reading the 
game, I could set the back four up 
pre� y well.”

Hughie was having fun, and ge� ing 
paid well in the process.

“We were paid £18 for a win, £12 for 
a draw and £10 for a loss,” he said.

“I’d never been paid to play football 
before, and that was good money.”

� e money was even be� er when 
the players put the team on the right 
side of a traditional ethnic rivalry.

“When we played the Yugoslavs, 
we were paid $100 for a win, because 
it had changed to decimal currency 
then, and we won against them the 
majority of the time, so that was a very 
good earner.”

On top of the money, Hughie, who 
worked in the building trade for a 
while and then became a linesman for 
the SEC, said there were other bene-
� ts. 

“We used to go back to the club a� er 
every game and there was food and 
drink laid on and it was very social.”

� e club also demonstrated loyalty 
to its players in other ways. 

“I got injured one Saturday during a 
match, and come Monday there were 
10 or 12 Croatians  at my house with 
food and drink and everything. � ey 
couldn’t do enough for me.”

� e loyalty went both ways, with the 
team playing their hearts out on the 
� eld. 1968, the year in which Hughie 
married a local lass, was a particularly 
good year all-round, with Melbourne 
Croatia taking out the three major 
prizes of the Dockery Cup, the Ampol 
Cup  and the premiership. 

Somewhere during this time, 
Hughie was also selected to represent 
his new home state of Victoria in an 
interstate competition.

“It was the last year they played the 
interstate competition, and we drew 
against South Australia.”

In 1972, back at club level, loyalties 
were tested on all sides. 

“In 1972 there was a bit of a hiccup 
during a match and I got sent o� ,” 
Hughie said.

“I was on the bench and then some-
thing else happened and the fans got 
silly and invaded the pitch.”

Not only was that game abandoned 
as a result of the Melbourne Croatia 
supporters’ behaviour, but the team 
was also thrown out of the league.

“� e club were appealing it, and 
they kept telling the players to hold 
on, but a few of the players le�  for dif-
ferent clubs,” Hughie said.

“I stayed, and they kept on paying 
me; they were very, very good to me 
and I stayed for over a year waiting for 
them to be allowed back.

“Eventually, they said to me ‘you 
might as well go Hugh, there’s nothing 
we can do’.”

Whilst the club o� ered to � y Hughie 
to and from Canberra each week to 
play for their side up there, Croatia 
Canberra, Hughie wasn’t keen and 
looked for another Melbourne team.

“I thought going back and forth to 
Canberra every week would be too 
much, so I  went to Juventus, which is 
Melbourne Zebras now, instead.”

A� er two years at Juventus, Hughie 
got a call from the Croatians.

 “� ey’d bought out a team, the Es-

sendon Lions, and as soon as that hap-
pened they asked me to come back to 
them and I did, and they were just as 
magni� cent as they’d always been.

A� er two years back with the Cro-
atians, Hughie decided it was time to 
reassess his footballing career. 

“By this time I was ge� ing on, I was 
in my 30s, and a player I used to play 
with was coaching at Brighton and 
asked me to go there for a year, so I 
did.”

Despite winning the best and fairest 
for Brighton that season, Hughie de-
cided to make another move.

“I le�  a� er a year to go to Dande-
nong City, which was closer to my 
home,” he said.

“I spent a few years there and it was 
good; there was a good social life and I 
did a bit of coaching there as well.

“I was still ge� ing paid to play, but 
the money didn’t ma� er to me, I just 
liked playing.”

Still, nobody can play forever, and 
Hughie hung up his boots at the age 
of 37.

“A� er I stopped playing for Dande-
nong I was still coaching, and I quite 
enjoyed it,” he said.

“Having to tell people you’d known 
for a while what to do could be hard, 
and if they talked back to you, you had 
to pull them aside and tell them this 
and that, which could be di�  cult.”

Hughie didn’t stay retired from play-
ing for long though. 

“We started an old boys team for 

seniors, and we had a great, great team. 
“We had people who had played for 

Scotland, Ireland, Northern Ireland 
and England playing for us, and peo-
ple who were over here visiting would 
come and have a game with us. We 
won the premiership in that league 
every year, and it was a lot of fun.”

Hughie � nally retired for good when 
he was in his 50s, and said he missed 
it a lot.

“When you stop, and you’re not go-
ing to training any more, you � nd it 
hard to se� le down and you miss the 
company,” he said.

“I made a lot of good friends when I 
was playing and I got to see them regu-
larly, so I missed that when it was over.”

Hughie doesn’t look back with any 
sense of regret though.

“I was satis� ed with my playing ca-
reer; very satis� ed,” he said.

 “I came her for an adventure, and I 
certainly had one. I loved it here and 
playing for the Croatians was a won-
derful experience.”

Hughie may not be involved in a 
hands-on sense any more, but he is 
still an avid consumer of the game.

“I still like to watch it on the TV, and 
I watch Aussie rules as well,” he said.

“� e game has changed a lot over 
the years though.

“It’s much faster and more skilful 
now than it was when I played. In my 
day we were part time players and 
now they’re professionals that get 
paid a huge amount of money.

“I heard this week that Lionel Messi 
wants £1.2 million a game to transfer 
from Barcelona. He’s ge� ing £500,000 
a game at Barcelona, but he wants 
more than double that to move. 

“Messi is the best player I’ve ever 
seen. Ronaldo’s a brilliant player, 
but if he goes down he’ll lay there 
and moan, whereas Messi bounces 
straight back up. 

“But nobody’s worth that amount of 
money for a game of football.”

For Hughie’s money, the best Scot-
tish player of all time, hands down, is 
Dennis Law.

“A lot of other people say Kenny 
Dalgleish, but for me, Law was the 
man, without a doubt.

Hughie said it’s impossible for him 
to single out an international side as 
the best right now, but at club level it’s 
a di� erent story.

“Bayern Munich is the best by a mile 
right now. � ey just won the Europe-
an cup 3 - 1 against Paris St Germaine, 
and they’ve just beaten Barcelona too, 
with Messi playing.

“I was quite partial to watch Man-
chester United when Alex Ferguson 
was the manager there,  because he 
brought all the young players in and 
they were exciting to watch.

“I � nd Italian sides frustrating to 
watch though, because they’re too 
defensive and that thro� les the game. 

“I still love it though. I think I’ll al-
ways be football mad.”

Hughie satisfi ed with round ball career
Round ball fever 
... Hughie Gunn has 
loved his football 
since he was a fi ve 
year-old in Edinburgh.
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satisfi ed 

with round 
ball career

AS if juggling work, a family of two 
young boys, and the di�  culties facing Vic-
torians in the current pandemic climate 
isn’t enough, Nathalia’s Tracey Brereton 
has decided to add a li� le something else 
into her already hectic schedule, coaching 
a state netball side.

Brereton has just been announced as 
coach of the Netball Victoria 17 and un-
der state team to contest the 2021 Nation-
al Netball Championships.

Netball Victoria announced an expe-
rienced coaching line-up for the 17and 
under and 19 and under Victorian state 
teams, with Brereton and Wendy Jacobsen 
to lead the respective teams.

Brereton is a former Melbourne Kestrels 
player who developed as an athlete by pro-
gressing through the Victorian underage 
pathway.  She has previously coached in 
successful Victorian state team programs, 
and been an assistant coach of national 
championship-winning teams. 

“I’m rapt. It’s a great honour. I mean, I’ve 
played for Victoria, and done numerous 
assistant and specialist roles for Victorian 
state teams across 17s, 19s and 21s, but I 
never actually went for the head role be-
fore, so it’s exciting and I’m very honoured 
to be given the position,” Brereton told the 
Leader on Monday.

“� ere are so many great coaches out 
there, and that’s why I feel blessed that 
they chose me.

“It’s exciting to be involved with the 
Victorian state team, and it’s exciting be-
ing involved with the great young talent,” 
Brereton said.

Brereton is well quali� ed for the posi-

tion, already with an advanced level ac-
creditation, and currently studying for 
elite accreditation, as well as having plenty 
of coaching experience under her belt.

“I’ve been coaching for about 15 years, 
and over that time I’ve been head coach of 
the talent academy, which is a feeder group 
where they pick the state teams from. I’ve 
been head coach for our north east region, 
apprentice and assistant coach numerous 
times throughout the state program, and 
then I took on a specialist role.”

And all that is on top of a long and well 
respected career with the Shepp Bears.

“It might be a di� erent-looking build 
up to what we’ve been used to in the past, 
with the challenges COVID has thrown at 
us, but we’re a strong netball state and I’ve 
got no doubt that we can build and put to-
gether a really strong 17 and under out� t.

“A majority of it is based in Melbourne, 
but this year I believe there needs to be 
a li� le bit of � exibility, maybe with some 
regional selections, and regional trainings.

“Probably what appeals to me this year, is 
that there will probably be a bit more � exi-
bility in the training program, and Netball 
Victoria will provide a lot of support to 
help make the role achievable for me. 

“It will be a balancing act, but essential-
ly, it is usually only one training session a 
week down in Melbourne.”

Brereton will be joined by Jade Heinrich 
in the role of assistant coach.

Following the cancellation of the 2020 
National Netball Championships – which 
were due to be held in Hobart in April – 
Netball Australia is yet to announce the 
dates and location of the 2021 event.

Brereton to take on state team
Elite, in more 
ways than one ...
Tracey Brereton 
has been appointed 
as coach of the 
Netball Victoria 17 
and under state 
team.

NO ma� er where they grow up, there is one thing that 
unites almost all li� le boys - football... Story page 15
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